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No dissertation this week. Rather a smattering of different 
things. As you can see, Fr. Hayes is back from the provin-
cial chapter, none the worse for wear. But don’t get too 
attached, as he’ll be heading out again soon for various me-
dieval and Irish festivities. (And no, Fr. Hayes never went 
to Brazil for World Cup. He never went to Brazil for 
World Cup. He never went to Brazil for World Cup. It 
was a joke. I even said it was a joke as soon as I made the 
joke. Come on, people. Fr. Hayes and soccer? There’s not 
enough sharpened steel in that game to count as fun for 
him.) 
    Fr. Luke Tancrell has arrived, as well, and is enjoying 
getting re-adjusted to the Heart of it All after being back in 
his native state of Massachusetts for three years. He has 
graciously agreed to help out in the parish as needed with 
Masses and confessions, so I hope you all have the chance 
to meet him. 
    Fr. Pius Pietrzyk will be back here for most of the 
month of August, once again on his summer break. Both 
Fr. Luke and Fr. Pius have been assigned to Saint Thomas 
for some time now, although residing elsewhere (Fr. Luke 
as chaplain at a monastery, Fr. Pius for studies in Rome). 
For those of you interested in keeping up with Fr. Pius, he 
has a blog where he occasionally ruminates on his Roman 
experience: www.ubispiritus.blogspot.com—although look-
ing at it right now, his last entry was two months ago. Not 
for nothing do they call it the Eternal City, Rome. 
    Bro. Humbert and Bro. Alan are now more than half-
way through their summer assignment here at Zanesville, 
and they’ve been of great service here in the parish. And a 
great help to me. Their lecture series on the Creed I would 
heartily encourage everyone to attend who can. These, I’m 
told, are actually boiled-down (from eight talks) from 
similar ones they gave last year at their assignment in Bal-
timore. Their talks are scheduled as follows: I. The Triune 
God (last week); II. Why God became Man; III. One, 
Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic; IV. The Life of the World 
to Come.  
    Amongst all the good news, there is a sad matter to re-
port. For those in the parish who don’t know it yet, Sr. 
Maureen has tendered her resignation, effective the end of 
August. She has worked here at Saint Thomas for a very 
long time, and has touched the lives of many, especially 
visiting them and bringing comfort in moments of sad-
ness. Her ministry to the bereaved and home-bound eld-
erly has been invaluable to us all as a parish family. In the 
few months I have know her and worked with her here I 

have been blessed by her example of love of God and 
neighbor—the two great commandments. You, dear read-
ers, could probably give a better tribute to her than I, and 
you will have your chance between now and when she 
leaves (she will not be leaving Zanesville until a little 
while after she stops working here) to retire at her Mother-
house of the Franciscan Sisters of Oldenburg (Indiana). A 
farewell luncheon reception is planned in Sr. Maureen’s 
honor after the last Mass on Sunday, September 7. Please 
save the date.  
  
Mass times. It has been a while since I mentioned in these 
pages the possibility of an earlier morning Mass weekdays. 
The feedback has been underwhelming. I have gotten 
eleven responses in favor of a change; four against; and 
about four or five people who said either a 7:00 or the cur-
rent 8:00 a.m. schedule would work for them. Given the 
difficulty of reading this input, I’m likely to change our 
daily Mass time to 7:00 beginning in September, on an ex-
perimental basis to see how many people begin to come 
(and it may take a while for it to catch on). If by the new 
year we’re getting fewer attendees than we previously had, 
we may have to readjust (which does not necessarily mean 
bringing back the 8:00).  
   Another Mass change coming in September will be the 10:30 
Mass moving to 11:00. This will be beneficial for various 
reasons. For one, I think more of a cushion is good to have 
between Sunday Masses. Spacing them 90 minutes apart is 
fine for busy urban parishes where they need to have six or 
seven Masses on a Sunday; we only have three. Plus, I 
think this will help us schedule C. C. D. more comfortably 
between two Masses without anyone’s needing to worry if 
the 9:00 runs a bit too later or if C. C. D. runs a bit over-
time, treading on the feet of the 10:30 Mass. I don’t think 
this will be a huge change in anyone’s Sunday world. 
    R. C. I. A. will be resuming in September—the acronym 
stands for Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, and de-
signed for the instruction—and initiation—of those wish-
ing to entering the Catholic Church as adults (as opposed 
to catechesis for children). Do you know anyone who is 
interested in becoming a Catholic? Send them our way. 
Have them contact Fr. Stephen Dominic, Melanie Von 
Gunten, or me here at the parish office. And pray that we 
show an abundant harvest as a parish the next time we 
celebrate Easter.  Oremus pro invicem!  —Fr. Peter 
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 A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
Part VII – “And Every Day the Lord Added to Their Number…” 

 

On the land that John Dugan had donated, the church of St. John was underway.  Subscriptions came in cash from Protes-
tant members of the community, as well as subscriptions in cash and labor from the Catholic population.  This allowed for 
the foundation and cornerstone to be laid in the spring of 1823.  Despite this, the church was a long way from being  
finished. 
 
On May 12, 1826 in a letter written to Archbishop Maréchal, Bishop Fenwick writes, “Being on 
a missionary circuit, which in formal style might be termed a pastoral visit, I have stopped at 
Zanesville [Ohio] in order to bless and open our new church [St. John the Evangelist], a monu-
ment of the zeal and exertions of Reverend Mr. [Stephen Hyacinth] Montgomery, seconded 
by the liberality and goodwill of poor John Dugan, deceased, and nearly completed by the 
contributions of a generous public.  The little grain of mustard seed is sown and I hope will 
soon grow to a large tree; I flatter myself with seeing here a good church establishment.”  It 
appears that the good bishop blessed the structure that was as yet unfinished as he passed 
through Zanesville. 
 
The first pew rentals took place April 1, 1827, with the prime locations being five dollars per 
quarter.  Quite a number of Protestants rented and paid for pews in this St. John’s Church.  
The non-Catholics were apparently attracted to St. John’s by the preaching of the Dominican 
Fathers, some of whom --- particularly Fr. Nicholas Dominic Young, Fr. Stephen H. Montgomery and Fr. John A. Hill were 
noted preachers in their day.  In addition to the five dollar pew rent, the Catholic pew-holders were charged seventy-five 
cents per quarter, which was collected with the pew rent to furnish wine, candles, fuel and other needed supplies for 
church uses.  This was not charged against the Protestants. 
 
Among the pew-holders at St. John’s was “George Wilson” who was charged for wine, and under the charge in the pew-
account book is this note: “Mr. Wilson became a member of our Church about the 25th of March 1827.”  George Wilson 
came here as a young man from Virginia and was a convert from Methodism.  There is an interesting story of his 

 conversion, and it seems that he had been hired by Fr. Stephen H. Montgomery to work on the 
construction of St. John’s.  George had a habit of chewing tobacco and was not always careful 
about where he would choose to spit out his chew.  One day, as he worked on the rising struc-
ture, he spat. Unfortunately, Fr. Montgomery was standing below and caught the tobacco juice 
full in his eyes.  The patience with which the good priest bore his pain and the readiness with 
which he forgave the thoughtless offender, convinced Mr. Wilson that there was no ordinary vir-
tue in this religion that could inspire such heroism.  He was led to study the claims of the Catholic 
Church and soon became one of its members.  This is the same George A. Wilson who would be-
come a Dominican priest and offer the sacrifice of the Mass in the little church where he had so 
faithfully paid his pew rent.  In the early days of his priesthood, he slept on naked bed cords in 
one of the vestry rooms at St. John’s. When this came to the attention of one in authority, possi-
bly the Provincial, this practice was summarily stopped.  During 1842, Fr. Wilson would serve as 
the first pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas, and in late 1843, he would be elected as Provincial. 

 
On July 2, 1827 Bishop Fenwick dedicated St. John Church for the population of Zanesville. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sun, July 13  15th SUNDAY, ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 p.m. Don Frame & Family 
7:00 a.m. People of the Parish 
9:00 a.m. Bob & Bette Mattingly (+) 
10:30 a.m. George & Priscilla Morris Family 
 
Mon, July 14  
8:05 a.m. John Morrissey Family  
Noon Dick Andrews (+) 
 
Tue, July 15  
8:05 a.m. Fr. Luke Turon, O.P. (+) 
 
Wed, July 16  
8:05 a.m. Lillian Dudas (+) 
Noon Leo Burkhart (+) 
 
Thu, July 17  
8:05 a.m. Jeanette Harnetty (+) 
 
Fri, July 18  
8:05 a.m. Jeremy Haley 
Noon Eleanor Teeters (+) 
 
Sat, July 19  
9:00 a.m. Brandon Merriam (+) 
 

Weekly Calendar 

The lecture series on The Creed continues on Tuesday 
evenings in July at 7 p.m. in Rosary Hall.  Remaining lec-
tures include: 
  
Why the God-man?  - July 15th 
Unam, Sanctam, Catholicam, et Apostolicam - July 22nd 
The Life of the World to Come - July 29th 

Parish Finances 

Week of July 7th, 2014 
Envelopes (263) ......................................... $10,103.00 
Loose………..…………………………             998.30 
Total ............................……………………. 11,101.30 
Weekly Budget ...........................................  11,538.00    

Deficit .………………………………          436.70   
                                Thank You!   

 
Sunday, July 13th  
Monday, July 14th 
6:00 pm    St. Vincent de Paul Mtg. 
7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group  
Tuesday, July 15th 
6:00 p.m.  Rosary For Life 
7:00 p.m.  Lecture Series: Why the God-man? 
Wednesday, July 16th 
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition 
7:00 p.m. Women’s Catholic Conf. Mtg. - Library 
Thursday,  July 17th 
Friday,  July 18th 
Saturday, July 19th  
6:30 a.m. Departing for the abortion mill.  

Second Collection this weekend is for St. Vincent de Paul  

Society.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Credo in unum Deum- Lectures by Dominican  
Student Brothers 
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Parish Life 

Thank You, Festival Workers! 
In appreciation for all of your hard work, St. Thomas  
Parish would like to invite you to attend a hog roast with 
all the fixins in your honor on Sunday July 27th from 3–7 
pm.  There will also be bratwurst and burgers, if you are 
not partial to roasted hog.  We will have some games and 
activities for you as well, so Festival Workers, please RSVP 
to us at 453-3301 by Wednesday July 23rd, so that we can 
provide adequate food to celebrate YOU! 

 
The Festival Committee 
The festival committee would like to extend a BIG thank you 
to all Friends of Festival donors, volunteers, and all to who at-

tended our annual festival.  Great weather, good food, wonderful 

entertainment, and camaraderie all contributed to a fun week-

end.  A financial report will be printed soon in an upcoming  

bulletin. 

Congratulations to all of our winners: 

Quilt (made and donated by St. Thomas Quilters) – Sr. Maureen 

Half and Half –  Margaret Kronenbitter 

Pugh’s gift certificate – Patty Downs 

Fieldhouse membership - Mark Zeigler 

 

Irish Raffle Winners: 

The Man Basket – T. Moore 

Wine Lover’s Basket – Mari Frick 

Health and Beauty Basket – Christina Knighton 

Hand hooked wool rug (made and donated by Linda Baughman) 

with crocheted blanket (made and donated by Joan Brooks – 

Kristen Baughman 

Paul’s Market flower basket and Walmart gift card –  

Michele Young 

Fun and Games – Kristie Zemba 

Painting (by Judy Ivoska) – Patty Downs 

Mary Ann Bucci print of St. Thomas Church – Jaclyn Connell-

Mary Ann Bucci print of St. Nicholas Church – Jaclyn Connell 

School Spirit Basket (thank you, Bishop Fenwick PTC!) – Jackie 

Crowley 

 
 
Bishop Fenwick School 
Bishop Fenwick School is seeking a first grade teacher for the 
2014-15 school year. Candidates should possess the appropri-
ate teaching license and have a current BCI/FBI background 
check. Please contact Principal Kelly Sagan with your expres-
sion of interest by e-mailing resumes and questions to ... 
ksagan@cdeducation.org or calling 454-9731. 

 
 

Hounds of God Vacation Bible School 

July 21 – 25, 2014 
9 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. daily for children ages 4 through grade 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ignite the Catholic Faith in your children as they learn about 
some  of the saints of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans) and 
their special love of God.  Donations will be accepted to defray 
the expenses of the VBS.  Registration forms will be at the 
entrances of the church and in the Parish Office.  Volunteers 
are welcome and appreciated.  Adults 18 years of age and older 
should have attended a “Protecting God’s Children” session 
and been fingerprinted.  To volunteer, please call the Parish 
Office at 453-3301. 

Some of the parishioners that have been at St. Thomas a little 
longer may remember our monthly parish newsletter, The 
Thomasgram, in which the organizations of the parish could 
post upcoming events in order to try and keep everyone in-
formed of parish happenings.  The deadline will be the 15th of 
every month.  We will begin publishing the next Thomas-
gram in September, so if you have anything that you would 
like to let the parish know about please email it to 
dresta1842@gmail.com or drop it off at the parish office 
marked “Thomasgram”. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Festival News 

The Return of “The Thomasgram” 

Muskingum Valley Right To Life  

LEAVE DISTRACTION BEHIND AND FOCUS  

ON YOUR MARRIAGE 
 
Bring Christ’s peace to your marriage: learn how on a World-

wide Marriage Encounter weekend! It’s last call for the next 

Marriage Encounter weekend on July 18-20, and the next is Sep-

tember 12-14; both are in Central Ohio.  

 

For more information or to register, contact Paul & Marilou 

Clouse at 740-746-9003 or visit our website at … 

www.wwmecolumbus.org. 

The Right To Life group will be going to the abortion clinic 
on Broad Street in Columbus Saturday morning July 19, 2014 
to pray the Rosary for the unborn and their mothers. We will 
depart from Church at 6:30 a.m.  

mailto:dre.sta@gmail.com
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Catholic Community New 

s & Events 
 

Tools for School 
The 2014 Tools for School 
program will help 800 stu-
dents from low income 
households begin the school 
year with a backpack filled with the necessary 
supplies for his/her school and grade. 
 
Lace Up for Kids 
Eastside is again partnering with Wendy’s and 
WHIZ to help students start the next school year 
with new shoes.  Starting July 8th, you can drop off 
new sneakers at any Wendy’s location. 
 
Applications for both of these programs will be 
taken at Eastside Community Ministry from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday thru Thursday, July 
14 – 17 and July 21 – 24.  Backpacks will be distrib-
uted on August 7th at the Zanesville Middle 
School. Shoes will be distributed on August 14th at 
the Zanesville Civic Center. 
 
ECM Golf Scramble 
Enjoy a fun morning – Saturday, July 19, 2014 – at 
Vista Golf Course, starting at 8:00 a.m.  Go to 
www.eastsideministry.org to download a registra-
tion form, or call 452-7519 to reserve a spot for 
your team. 

Eastside Community Ministry  
 
 
Coach Mike Helfer’s Basketball Camp 
Summer Basketball Camp at the YMCA in Newark Ohio for 
boys (entering grades 3-8) on July 14 - 18, and boys (entering 
grades K-2) on July 21 - 24.  This program is open to boys en-
tering Grades K-8 in Fall of 2014. The cost: Grades 3 - 8 $90 
which includes a T-shirt and basketball. Grades K-2 $55 in-
cludes T-shirt and basketball. For more details you may call 
Mike at 229-560-8506 or e-mail: mrhelfer@valdosta.edu. 
 
 

33 Days To Morning Glory 
Join us Saturday, July 12 and the following six Saturdays as we 
begin a 33-day preparation for Marian Consecration.  10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon in the St. Nicholas parish office). We indi-
vidually read about and reflect on four great Marian gi-
ants.  We meet to share our insights then watch a 30-minute 
video by the book’s author, Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC.  If 
you’re looking for a simple way to be spiritually renewed, 
develop a deeper relationship with Our Merciful Savior, and 
grow in holiness, join us to discuss 33 Days to Morning Glory. 
Already completed your Marian Consecration?  Join us for a 
renewal of your commitment!  Contact Patty, 453-5173.  Par-
ticipants will need the book, and workbook  33 Days to Morn-
ing Glory. Please register soon so we can order your books!   

 

Officiating Classes 
Officiating classes for football, volleyball, and soccer will be 
held at St. Mary Magdalene School, 2909 Parkside Rd., Cols 
Ohio 43204, starting Monday, July 21 at 6pm. Cost is $125;  to 
register, please visit www.officials.myohsaa.org. For more 
details please contact Julius Palazzo at 614-276-9373.  
 

Pilgrimage to the Museum of Divine Statues 
St. Nicholas parish will sponsor a bus pilgrimage on Tuesday, 
July 22,  to Cleveland for a guided tour at the Museum of Di-
vine Statues, the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, and, if 
time allows, the Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration Monas-
tery.  The cost for the bus trip and entrance to the Museum is 
$55.  Each person will pay for his own lunch. The  museum 
was opened April 16, 2011 at the former St. Hedwig 
Church.  The mission of the museum is to preserve Catholic 
history by rescuing, restoring and displaying ecclesiastical 
statues and other sacred artifacts in a respectful museum 
setting.  We will have time to visit the gift shop and the 
Shrine to the Blessed Mother while there.  To register, call 
Mary Lou Staker at 453-7141.  A deposit of $25 is due when 
registering.  $30 balance due by July 10.  

Knights of Columbus Breakfast 

On Sunday July 27th, the Knights 
of Columbus will be offering a 
home cooked breakfast in Rosary 
Hall after all Masses. There is no 
cost for the breakfast however, do-
nations from the breakfast will 
help support Heartbeats of Musk-
ingum Valley in purchasing a new 
ultrasound machine. Come out 
and support this great cause.  

http://www.eastsideministry.org/

