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Pastor’s Corner     
Take a deep breath, and try to relax a bit: we’re half-way through Lent: 
three weeks down, and three to go. And just as the Church does half-
way through Advent (i.e., at the end of two weeks), so she does at Lent, 
in making the color of this Sunday rose, rather than our wonted pur-
ple—it’s supposed to give us hope, the light at the end of the forty-day 
tunnel, and perhaps even a chuckle at Father wearing a pastel hue. To 
give further encouragement, by way of reminding ourselves why we do 
what we do during this holy season, I offer for your reading one of my 
favorite homilies from the Church fathers for Lent. 
 
From a homily by Saint Peter Chrysologos 

 
There are three things, my brethren, by which faith stands firm, 
devotion remains constant, and virtue endures. They are prayer, 
fasting and mercy. Prayer knocks at the door, fasting obtains, 
mercy receives. Prayer, mercy and fasting: these three are one, 
and they give life to each other. 
 Fasting is the soul of prayer, mercy is the lifeblood of 
fasting. Let no one try to separate them; they cannot be separated. 
If you have only one of them or not all together, you have noth-
ing. So if you pray, fast; if you fast, show mercy; if you want 
your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others. If you do not 
close your ear to others you open God’s ear to yourself. 

 When you fast, see the fasting of others. If you want 
God to know that you are hungry, know that another is hungry. 
If you hope for mercy, show mercy. If you look for kindness, 
show kindness. If you want to receive, give. If you ask for your-
self what you deny to others, your asking is a mockery. 
  Let this be the pattern for all men when they practice 
mercy: show mercy to others in the same way, with the same gen-
erosity, with the same promptness, as you want others to show 
mercy to you. 

 Therefore, let prayer, mercy and fasting be one single 
plea to God on our behalf, one speech in our defense, a threefold 
united prayer in our favor. 

 Let us use fasting to make up for what we have lost by 
despising others. Let us offer our souls in sacrifice by means of 
fasting. There is nothing more pleasing that we can offer to God, 
as the psalmist said in prophecy: A sacrifice to God is a broken 
spirit; God does not despise a bruised and humbled heart. 

 Offer your soul to God, make him an oblation of your 
fasting, so that your soul may be a pure offering, a holy sacrifice, 
a living victim, remaining your own and at the same time made 
over to God. Whoever fails to give this to God will not be ex-
cused, for if you are to give him yourself you are never without 
the means of giving. 

 To make these acceptable, mercy must be added. Fasting 
bears no fruit unless it is watered by mercy. Fasting dries up 
when mercy dries up. Mercy is to fasting as rain is to earth. 
However much you may cultivate your heart, clear the soil of 

your nature, root out vices, sow virtues, if you do not release the 
springs of mercy, your fasting will bear no fruit. 

 When you fast, if your mercy is thin your harvest will 
be thin; when you fast, what you pour out in mercy overflows 
into your barn. Therefore, do not lose by saving, but gather in by 
scattering. Give to the poor, and you give to yourself. You will 
not be allowed to keep what you have refused to give to others. 

 

Saint Patrick, pray for us! 
 
Many in our culturally illiterate society do not realize that 
Saint Patrick was an actual historical person; many seem 
to think of him as some fictitious mascot of Ireland. In 
fact, he was a Christian saint and indeed is known as “the 
apostle to Ireland” and its patron. He was not the first to 
preach the faith in Ireland, but he is certainly the most 
well-known figure of late antiquity in that land. Those 
who went before him were cowed by the threats of vio-
lence the pagan chieftains (Druids mostly) who were 
lords of the land.  
 Patrick was not cowed; but that doesn’t mean he 
did not have to struggle against fear, for he certainly did 
have his fears, as recounted in his great Confessio. He feared 
on account of his shallow learning, his lack of experience 
of many things, but most of all he was a man highly con-
scious of his sins who keenly felt his unworthiness to 
preach the Gospel and be a representative of Jesus Christ.  
 What lifted Patrick above all his fears was a burn-
ing charity, a love for God and the people of Ireland, and 
gratitude to both. He loved God for having had mercy on 
him for so many and such great sins of his youth (Patrick 
doesn’t name his sins in his Confessio, but he tells us that 
many of his ecclesiastical rivals threw them in his face to 
prevent his rising to Holy Orders). He says that he de-
served to die in punishment for his sins, but the Lord pre-
served him. And he loved the people of Ireland for the sim-
ple fact that it was there that he came to experience a 
deep conversion and compunction for his sins. (Patrick 
had been kidnapped from his home in Great Britain by 
Irish raiders). Having seen the darkness the pagan Irish 
lived in without the Christian faith, he determined, even 
after miraculously escaping wretched captivity, that he 
would return to preach Jesus Christ, which is exactly 
what he did.  
 Saint Patrick was a saint of great humility, and 
someone we should all be able to “identify” with. Like 
Saint Augustine, he sinned, but also like Saint Augustine, 
he strove to prove his love for the rest of his days follow-
ing his conversion. He had fears (not unlike Saint Paul’s), 
but love of Christ impelled him to preach. 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, Mar 15 
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall) 
10:00 a.m. CCD (School) 
 
Mon, Mar 16 
7:00pm Scouts (Parish Center) 
7:00pm Women’s Conference Mtg (Parish Center) 
 
Tue, Mar 17 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church) 
6:00 p.m. St. Patrick’s Day Dinner (Rosary Hall) 
7:00 p.m. RCIA cancelled 
 
Wed, Mar 18 
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition 
 
Fri, Mar 20 
9:00 a.m. Quilters (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Church) 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS week of March 15 
 
Sunday, March 15 
Fourth Sunday of Lent, “Laetare Sunday” 
5:00pm Bob & Bette Mattingly (+) 
7:00am Stanley Briggs  (+) 
9:00am Barbara Phillis (+) 
11:00am All the deceased of the parish  
7:30pm Phyllis McQuaid (+) 
 

Monday, March 16 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+) 
12:00noon Merlin Johnson (+) 
 

Tuesday, March 17 
Lenten Weekday (St. Patrick) 
8:00am Margie & Denny Maxwell (+) 
12:00noon For the People  of Ireland  
 

Wednesday, March 18 
Lenten Weekday 
8:00am George Brooks (+) 
12:00noon Charles Labaki Jr. (+) 
 

Thursday, March 19 
ST. JOSEPH, Patron of the Universal Church (S) 
8:00am Needs of the Universal Church 
12:00noon Needs of the Diocese 
 

Friday, March 20 
Lenten Weekday 
8::00  Jeremy Haley 
12:00noon Jim Hofer (+) 
7:00pm Stations of the Cross & Confessions 
 

Saturday, March 21 
Lenten Weekday 
9:00am Eleanor Teeters and Family 
 

Sunday, March 22 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
5:00pm People of the Parish 
7:00am Kathleen Schlaegel (+) 
9:00am Sam Rosta (+) 
11:00am Edwin Sawyers (+) 
7:30pm Muriel Nestor (+) 
 
The Sacrament of Penance is available every weekday 11:30am-noon, 
as well as Wednesday evenings 7:00-8:00, and Saturdays 8:30-
9:00am and 4:00-5:00pm. Also, during Lent, after Friday Stations. 

Parish Finances 
 
Week of March 8, 2015 
 
Envelopes (280) ……………………………….$10,124.50 
Loose ………………………………………………     986.50 
Total ………………………………………………    11,111.00 
Weekly budget ………………………………..   11,538.00 
This week’s deficit …………………………..     427.00 
Year-to-date deficit …………………………. 62,522.42 
 
This weekend’s 2nd collection:        $3,466.71 

Thank you! 
 
Upcoming second collections 
Mar 15 Catholic Relief Services 
Apr 3 (Good Friday) Holy Land 
Apr 19 Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
May 17 Catholic Communications Campaign 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Part XXVII – Blessing of the Cornerstone of St. Thomas School – Part 5 
 

      My friends, we are laying the cornerstone of a building today, when completed, it will be surmounted with two em-
blems dear to every liberty-loving American heart---the Cross and the Flag.  The one the symbol of our Redemption, the 
other the emblem of our Liberty.  May the Stars and Stripes floating in the breezes instill in their hearts love and loyalty 
for the grandest nation under the sun.  Let rapturous thoughts fill their minds, as the image 
of the Goddess of Liberty breaks upon their imagination.  When the struggle is breaking, let 
them see how majestically, how fearlessly, how peacefully she would long to stand on her 
high pedestal before the nations of earth, for the sacred cause of education, right, justice and 
universal peace.  Tyrants may view the Goddess of Liberty from the distance and shading 
their eyes from her splendors, are paralyzed with fear.  The suffering nations see in her a 
vision of future deliverance.  Binding her brows, is the diadem of immortality, while with 
her uplifted hands she steadies the shaft from whose summit floats on the breezes the stan-
dard of her empire. 
     In loving embrace today are clustered more than one hundred million of faithful devoted 
subjects, all equal in her sight, none greater than another.  Only the aristocracy of right, jus-
tice and democracy are recognized in her ranks, and as with swelling hearts and beaming 
eyes our young generations of boys and girls, look up to that banner floating above our 
schools, they may exclaim with the poet in all the enthusiasm of their souls: 
  

 “Flag of the free, heart’s hope and home, 
  By Angel hands to valor given; 
  Thy stars have lit the welkin dome, 
  And all thy hues were born of heaven. 
  Forever float that standard sheet; 
  Where breathes the foe, but falls before us,  
  With freedom’s soil beneath our feet, 
  And freedom’s banner floating over us. 
 

     Our faith will not falter for we know that our young boys and girls educated in our schools will help to perpetuate this 
home of freedom.  Let us learn to be Americans for that name is synonymous today with men respecting the rights of oth-
ers, while guarding our own,---proud of our country and rejoicing in her honor,---glad that she is materially great and 
happy that she is morally greater.  Remembering gratefully all who in any way have contributed to her welfare, but espe-
cially that God in whom our fathers trusted, beseech Him to save America. 
      “Oh!  Lord God, in whom our fathers trusted, save America: 
       When thrones fall and dynasties totter, uphold America; 
       When governments fall and powers are lost, preserve America; 
       When liberty is banished and tyranny reigns, Oh! guard America; 
       When systems change and laws relax, strengthen America; 
      And when the fastnesses of the North, the South, the East or the West comes revolution like a devastating storm, 

sweeping over the world and destroying everything in its course; and thrones are falling and governments passing, and 

systems changing and laws relaxing; then Oh! Lord rise in Thy might, extend the right arm of Thine omnipotence, save 

liberty, save freedom, save progress, save civilization, save education, save virtue, save America, and save all. 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William 
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger, 
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar. 
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,  
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, 
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly 
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton,  Flor-
ence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck, Mary 
Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, 
Henry Long, David Macenko,  Josephine Marshall, 
Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael 
Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia 
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polas-
cak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour, 
Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa 
Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner   
Fundraiser 

 

Our parish Saint Patrick’s day dinner fund-
raiser will be held Tuesday, March 17, at 6:00 
p.m. in Rosary Hall. A hearty meal of salad, 
Irish stew, Irish soda bread, assorted desserts 
and beverages will be provided, along with 
live entertainment. A maximum of 100 tick-
ets will be sold at the Parish Center, so get 
yours early! Door prizes, a Half and Half 
drawing, and other activities are a-brewin’.  
Adult tickets are $15, Children under 5 are 
free, 5 thru 12 years are $5, and the maximum 

family price is $50.   
Don’t wait for the luck o’ the Irish, get your 
tickets now!  We’re limited to 100 tickets!  
Once they’re gone, they’re gone for another 
year! Sláinte! 

Adorers Needed!  
 

Do you have half an hour or more to spend with our 

Lord Jesus? We are in need of Wednesday adorers 

of the Blessed Sacrament during the 2:00 pm –3:30 

pm and 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm hours. Please contact Re-

gina Cano at (614) 582-8588. 
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PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch, OP, 

pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be leading a pil-

grimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015. Interested pil-

grims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch di-

rectly at michael.dosch@juno.com or the contacting the 

Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at  (877) 276-7279 or lourdespil-

grimageoffice@comcast.net. Visit the website at 

www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com. Deadline for registration is 

March 20, 2015. 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser  
The Lay Dominicans & Friends for Historic Preservation 
announce a fund-raiser to begin raising monies to secure 
and preserve the second cemetery of our Catholic heritage 
in Zanesville.  To that end, we begin our efforts offering St. 
Thomas Aquinas blankets for sale that have the beautiful 
emblem that is front and center 
on the floor of the church.  
This item is exclusive to our 
church.  The blanket is made of 
lightweight material measuring 
50”x60” and is machine wash-

able.  This 
item is avail-
able in red, 
royal blue, navy, forest green, black and 
gray for $25 per blanket, and order forms 
are available at the entrances of the church.  
Please pre-pay with your order by cash or 
check which may be made payable to:  Do-

minican Laity.  Completed order forms and payment may 
be left at the Parish Center.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mary Ann Ewart at 319-0265 or Melanie 
Von Gunten at 453-3301, extension 15. 
 

Cemetery Trivia –  The purchase of the cemetery on 

Greenwood was recorded on August 15, 1835.  It was sold 

by Richard Stillwell to John B. Purcell, Bishop of Cincin-

nati for the sum of $160.00.                                         

Some of the families buried at the cemetery include: 

Bloomer, Burkart, Dugan, Durant, Emmert, Gormley 

and Greulich. Faith on Tap: Faith on Tap is the Zanesville (and be-
yond) area Catholic young adults group.  Check out 
our Facebook group Faith on Tap - Zanesville, text/
call Mary Clare at (740) 221-4786, or e-mail write-
maryc@hotmail.com for events and to get con-
nected.  20s to 40s and babies too are welcome!    

Preparing the Paschal Triduum                                    

Fr. Stephen Hayes and Mrs. Gabrielle Adams are prepar-

ing a a musical program for Lent and Eastertide, with em-

phasis on the Sacred Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday, and Easter Vigil and Day.  We will be meeting on 

the Mondays of Lent  at 7:00 PM in the Church, and in-

vite your participation as members of the Choir for those 

celebrations. Even if you cannot make all the celebrations 

named, please come and assist us in building prayerful 

and reverent liturgies for these most holy days.  Even a 

few voices will make a major difference musically.  All 

are welcome to the meetings.  - Fr. Hayes, OP 

Muskingum Valley Right to Life will be going to the 
abortion clinic on Broad Street in Columbus on Satur-
day morning, March 21 to pray the Rosary for the un-
born and their mothers.  Cars leave from in front of the 
church at 6:30 a.m. 

 

Rosary Rally for the defense of marriage Sat-
urday March 21st at 12 noon.  Please gather at 
11:45 a.m. in the parking lot out-
side the office of Dr. Kevin Colopy 
Optometry, 1201 Maple Ave.  If 
you have any questions, please 
call Paul Nestor at 450-4503. 
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