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   Pastor’s Corner 
 
It’s getting to be an important time of year sacramentally for 
our parish. First Communion will be next weekend (May 
2nd, at 11:00 a.m., and Confirmation will be celebrated the 
following Saturday, May 9, also at 11:00 a.m.—the 8th grad-
ers of both Saint Thomas and Saint Nicholas parishes will all 
be confirmed at the same Mass, at Saint Nicholas (next year, 
the Mass will be here at Saint Thomas).  
     It’s also that time of year when transitional deacons are 
ordained to the priesthood, and Zanesville rejoices to have a 
son who will be laying down his life for the Lord’s work. 
Sean Dooley, a parishioner of Saint Nicholas (whom most of 
you know), will be ordained to the Sacred Order of Priests 
Saturday, May 30. He will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at his home parish the following day at 11:30, and he has 
asked to come here to celebrate Mass for us on June 7 (at 
11:00). Please put it down on your calendar, and plan to at-
tend a reception afterward. It’s a long time since Zanesville 
has had one of its own ordained. This is cause for rejoicing. 
And pray for Sean during this last month or so leading up to 
ordination—that he be recollected and joy-filled, for in fact, 
while the priesthood is a gift to the whole Church, it’s also a 
gift to the man ordained. For Jesus to draw unworthy men 
from among the faithful and ask for our help is both a task 
no one could perform, except for his grace, and an honor and 
a mark of his love mysteriously bestowed. “What return can 
I make to the Lord for all he has done for me? The Cup of 
Salvation I will take up, and call upon the name of the 
Lord” (Psalm 116). Pray for Sean not just now, but afterward. 
He’ll need it. We all do. Priests need prayers as much or 
more than others—the devil loves to cause a fall, but espe-
cially the fall of a priest, for if a priest falls from grace he usu-
ally takes others with him. So pray for all of us in your char-
ity, please. Fr. Hayes will celebrate his 27th anniversary of 
ordination May 20, Fr. Luke will celebrate 56 years on June 
5, and I’ll celebrate my 14th anniversary on May 24.  
     Speaking of deacons, let me share a bit with you about 
our summer deacon brother. Bro. Patrick Mary Briscoe was 
born and raised in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and currently is 
preparing for ordination to the priesthood.  He presently 
studies theology at the Dominican House of Studies in 
Washington, D.C.  He has twin younger sisters and thus has 
no fear of picking fights, even when he's outnumbered!  Bro. 
Patrick graduated from Saint Mary's University of Minne-
sota, where he majored in philosophy and French literature. 
Since joining the Dominican Order, he has served in campus 
ministry, as an intern at the Archdiocese of Washington,  as 
a missionary in Kenya (alongside the Missionaries of Char-
ity), and at St. Matthew's parish in Washington. 

     Bro. Patrick will be teaching an 8-week course, based on a 
series of talks he and another deacon brother gave in Wash-
ington. I’ve even asked him to consider given the talks 
twice—a short version on Sundays and a lengthier version 
weeknights. We’ll see how that works out. Stay tuned for 
further details. 
     I’ve also asked him to start up a column in which he fields 
questions about Church teachings, or liturgical practices, or 
what have you. You can start now sending in questions to my email 
address (see the front page), or by mail. Or you can just drop 
an envelope marked “Question Box” in the collection basket 
and it will get to us. I’d like to keep the column going after 
Bro. Patrick leaves, if there are enough questions sent in. 
We’re always in need of things to make the bulletin more 
interesting. And people always have questions, so it’s win-
win. 
     As you’ve heard recently, the Festival is coming up. There 
will be announcements read at all Masses this weekend. 
Please do what you can to help, especially if your kids are 
benefitting from school tuition subsidies through the parish, 
or if they have or will. Let me also say, it’s a great community
-builder. A lot of Catholics are of the “Hail, fellow, well met” 
type who come and go from Sunday Mass—no moss grows 
under them, no sir. The Protestants certainly have us beat in 
the social life department. It needn’t be that way. It should-
n’t. It’s wonderful when working for a good cause and fun 
can converge—and the more folks who work on our festival, 
the better. Please think about it. —Fr. Peter 

lectionary 

Mass Readings 

(Cycle is B) 
 

Scripture Readings for  
the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 4:8-12  
 Psalm 118 
 1 Jn 3: 1-2 
 Jn 10: 11-18 
 
Scripture Readings for  
the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 9: 26-31 
 Psalm 22 
 1 Jn 3: 18-24 
 Jn 15: 1-8 
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Weekly Calendar 

 
Sun, Apr 26 
10:00 a.m.   CCD (School) 
Knights of Columbus breakfast (Rosary Hall) 
 
Mon, Apr 27 
6:00 p.m.    Dominican Laity (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m.    Scouts (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m.    Prayer Group (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m.    Choir Practice (Church) 
 
Tue, Apr 28 
6:00 p.m.    Rosary for Life (Church) 
7:00 p.m.    RCIA (Parish Center) 
 
Wed, Apr 29 
Eucharistic exposition 12:30-8:00 p.m. (Confessions 
during last hour) 
 
Thu, Apr 30 
6:00 p.m.   Festival Committee (Parish Center) 
 

MASS INTENTIONS week of April 19 
 

The Second Week of Easter 
 

Sunday, April 19 
Sunday within the Octave of Easter (Low Sunday)  
5:00pm Jeremy Haley 
7:00am Mark Thompson (+) 
9:00am Doris Lake (+) 
11:00am Bud gookins (+) 
7:30pm People of the parish 
  
Monday, April 20  
Easter Weekday  
8:00am George Brooks (+)  
Noon Francis & Patricia Barks (+) 
 
Tuesday, April 21 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Gerald Marshall (+) 
Noon Souls in Purgatory 
  
Wednesday,  April 22 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Eleanor Teeters & Family 
Noon Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
 
Thursday, April 23 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Paul Mack (+)  
Noon Mark Thompson (+)  
 
Friday, April 24 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+)  
Noon Rufus & Lena Hatfield  (+) 
 
Saturday, April 25 
Easter Weekday  
9:00am Steve Coyle (+) 
 
Sunday, April 26 
Third Sunday of Easter 
5:00pm Patricia Rubeck (+) 
7:00am Paul Carpenter (+) 
9:00am People of the parish 
11:00am Mary Lou Cush (+) 
7:30pm Sam Rosta (+) 

 

Please remember Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Church in your will 

MASS INTENTIONS week of April 26 
 

The Fourth Week of Easter 
 

Sunday, April 26 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
5:00pm Patricia Rubeck (+) 
7:00am Paul Carpenter (+) 
9:00am People of the Parish 
11:00am Mary Lou Cush (+) 
7:30pm Sam Rosta (+) 
  
Monday, April 27  
Easter Weekday 
8:00am James Dusenberry (+)  
Noon Anna & Charles Labaki (+) 
 
Tuesday, April 28 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Robert Tanner (+) 
Noon Souls In Purgatory  
  
Wednesday,  April 29 
Saint Catherine of Siena, O.P. Virgin and Doctor (F) 
8:00am Steve R. Coyle (+) 
Noon Russell Madden (+) 
 
Thursday, April 30 
Saint Pius V, O.P., Pope (M) 
8:00am Richard Tanner (+)  
Noon Pope Francis   
 
Friday, May 1 
Saint Joseph the Worker (Opt. M) 
8:00am Gerald E Marshall (+)  
Noon Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
 
Saturday, May 2 
Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor (M) 
9:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+) 
11:00 FIRST COMMUNION MASS 
 
Sunday, May 3 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
5:00pm Judy Gaumer (+) 
7:00am James Leo Burkhart (+) 
9:00am Charles & Kay Feicht (+) 
11:00am People of the Parish 
7:30pm Dorothy Jean Swingle (+) 
 
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. 

Parish Finances 

Week of April 19 
 Envelopes  ................................................. $7,243.10 .  
 Loose  .............................................................. 824.83 
 Total  ............................................................ 8,067.93 
 Weekly budget ........................................... 11,538.00 
 This week’s deficit  ......................................... 3,470 
 Second Collection .......................................... 941.68 
  
        

Thank you! 
 

 
 
Upcoming second collections: 
 
May 3         St. Vincent de Paul Society 
May 17      Catholic Communications Campaign 

June 7         Catholic Home Missions 
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Saint Thomas Parish Festival 
 

April 16, 2015 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

The Saint Thomas Parish Festival is a parish tradition and an important event that directly helps our Parish’s subsidy to our school, 

Bishop Fenwick. Thanks to everyone who contributed and helped with last year’s festival. Last year after expenses we raised more than 

$26,000. Our festivals are successful because of the generosity of our parishioners with their donations of time and energy.   

 

Half of our festival proceeds are generated by patrons of the festival and the other half of our profits comes from the generous donations 

of Friends of the Festival. This year, again, we are giving our parishioners and local businesses an opportunity to make a contribution to 

our festival efforts as a Platinum, Gold, Silver or Friend of the Festival sponsor.  

 

 Platinum sponsors (donations of $1000) 

 Gold sponsors ($500) 

 Silver sponsors ($250) 

 Friends of the Festival ($100 or less) 
 

Donors will receive recognition at the festival on a banner that will be hung on the fence near the festival entrance, and they will also be 

acknowledged in our church bulletin.  

 

If you would like make an individual donation as a Platinum, Gold, or Silver sponsor, or as a Friend of the Festival, you may do so by 

placing this form along with your donation in the first collection basket or by returning it to the parish office on or before May 31, 2015. 

Please place donations in an envelope clearly marked “Friends of the Festival”.   

 

Thank you for your continued support of our parish festival. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

The St. Thomas Parish Festival Committee 

 

Friends of the Festival Donation 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

In honor of: _______________________________________________________ 

 

In memory of: _____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please indicate how you would like your name to appear on the donor list. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

  I would like to be a Platinum Sponsor for the 2015 festival. 

  I would like to be a Gold Sponsor for the 2015 festival. 

  I would like to be a Silver Sponsor for the 2015 festival. 

  I would like to be a Friend of the Festival for the 2015 festival. 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Part XXVII – Blessing of the Cornerstone of St. Thomas School – Part 7 
 

      Let bigots rave and let slanderers vomit venom.  Facts, indisputable facts, demonstrate that our country has now and 
has had in the past no more loyal and patriotic citizens than our Catholic people.  And nowhere in the land, in no institu-
tion where minds are trained and characters formed are love of country and loyalty to it and obedience to lawfully consti-
tuted authority more assiduously inculcated than in parochial school.  Did you ever hear of anarchistic doctrines or social-
istic principles taught to pupils by a Catholic teacher?  You did not and you never will. 
      Individuals have gone forth from the parochial school and have fallen victims to the propagandists of these pernicious 
theories but these individuals were false to the principles instilled into them by their preceptors.  There is no principle of 
good government, no right of the commonwealth, and no duty of the citizen which has not an unchanging and unwavering 
exponent in the parochial school. 

      Those who misrepresent us most seek elsewhere for our motive in making 
the tremendous sacrifice which we make when we deny ourselves the free educa-
tion offered in the schools of the state.  And I will tell them in a few words what 
the motive is.  It is shadowed in that first word on the stone.  It is God.  God is 
at the bottom of the difficulty.  As I said before, God’s rights come first and no 
one but a pagan or an atheist can deny it.  We respectfully urge that God does 
not get His rights in the public school.  Religion, which regulates man’s obliga-
tions towards God has no place there.  It has no part in the system.  We object 

to that system not for what it does but for what it fails to do.  It neglects the spiritual side of the child’s being which is 
infinitely more important than any other.  We teach religion I our churches and in our Sunday schools but we claim that 
this is not enough.  One hour in a week, one hour in every 168 hours, is not enough, we find no difficulty in interweaving 
religious training with the imparting of secular knowledge.   
      The education which neglects the most important part of man’s being is necessarily a truncated and defective educa-
tion.  The only perfect education is that which takes into consideration not the intellectual nature of man only but his 
moral and religious nature as well.  Mere instruction is not education.  A well instructed man may be a moral cesspool.  
He might create a literary masterpiece and with the same hand and pen forge a check.  The inhabitants of our penitentia-
ries are not all illiterates.  We find among them some of the brightest and best instructed minds of the land. 
      There is no solid unchanging principle of morality that is not based on religion.  Morality without religion is as real 
as summertime at the north pole. It is the same thing as a square circle.  Morality without religion is the discretion or the 
shrewdness which keeps men out of goal---nothing more. 
      Our aim then in our parochial schools is to create religious and moral men and women.  It is to form the very best and 
highest type of citizens.  We feel, and we know that we are doing our country a service by the sacrifices we make in cre-
ating and equipping and maintaining such buildings as this and at the same time we are fulfilling our duty to God.  Don’t 
think we stand alone in this position.  Sincere, thinking men of other denominations agree with us and deplore existing 
conditions and their powerlessness to remedy them [.] I could quote a hundred authorities.  I give but one that I clipped 
from a daily paper two or three years ago.  Professor Walter Athearn of Drake University in Iowa was the principle 
speaker at the New York State convention of Sunday schools in Albany.  In the course of a powerful address he said: 
      “The United States must build a system of religious schools if Christianity is to remain the religion of the American 
people.  About 60,000,000 out of 100,000,000 persons in the United States have no church connection whatever.  Unless 
some movement sets in at once our grandchildren and great grandchildren will be the citizens of the greatest pagan coun-
try the world has ever known.  Greece and Rome never moved so rapidly towards paganism as this country is moving to-
day.  To parallel the public schools there must be a system of religious schools.” 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William & 
Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger, Gertrude 
Bell, Madelyn Bronkar. Mathilda Clark, Bart & Jose-
phine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,  
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, 
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly 
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton,  Florence 
Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, 
Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, 

David Macenko,  Josephine Marshall, Alice McGona-
gle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, 
Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary 
Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb 
Ridenour, Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, 
Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 
Michael Overstreet, R. I. P. 
 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser 
The Lay Dominicans & Friends for Historic Preservation 
fund-raiser continues to raise monies to secure and preserve 
St. Thomas Cemetery.  We are offering St. Thomas Aqui-
nas blankets for sale that have the beautiful emblem that is 
seen on the floor of our church.  This item is exclusive to 

St. Thomas.  The blanket is made of light-
weight material measuring 50”x60” and is 
machine washable.  This item is available 
in red, royal blue, navy, forest green, black 
and gray for $25 per blanket.  Order forms 
are available at the entrances of the church.  
Please pre-pay with your order by cash or 
check which may be made payable to:   

Dominican Laity.  Completed order forms and payment 
may be left at the Parish Center.  If you have any questions, 
contact Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-0265 or Melanie 
Von Gunten at (740) 453-3301, x 15. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Festival news! 
 

Planning for this year’s festival contin-
ues! 
There will be improved children’s games, 
and new food items. 
 

As usual, there will be nightly live enter-
tainment, beer garden, lemon shake-ups, 
quilt raffle, basket raffle, cake wheel, and 
games of chance.  
 

Chris Zemba will return with his “digger”! 
 

We need someone to chair the Games of 
Chance and Quarter-fall game. If inter-
ested, please contact the parish office. 
 

The next festival planning meeting will 
be Thursday, April 30, at 6:00pm in the 
parish center. Anyone interested in help-
ing with the planning of the festival is 
welcome to attend. 

 

Our Lady of Consolation Shrine at 
Carey, Ohio, will offer a Mass for the 
healing of cancer victims Friday, 
May 1, at 7:00 p.m. Following Mass, 
visitors are invited to stay for special 
healing prayers. 

Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Consolation Basilica 
& Shrine May 27th The bus will be leaving the K of C at Sun-
rise Center at 7:50 a.m. and returning about 6:45 p.m. Cost is 
$25. Lunch may be purchased at the cafeteria. Pre-paid reser-
vations should be made to Margaret Kronenbitter by May 6.  
For information, please call Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 
452-4454 or Margaret at (740) 453-7657. 

 

Muskingum Valley Right to Life will be 

collecting their annual Mothers Day Signatures 
for our Mother’s Day ad to appear in the Zanes-
ville Times Recorder on Mother’s Day, May 10th, 
2015. Signatures are $3 each to cover the cost. Rep-
resentatives will be available the weekends of 
April 25/26 and May 2/3 for you to sign up. 


