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   Pastor’s Corner 
This weekend the parish’s second-graders made their first 
Holy Communion. Next Saturday, the 9th, our eighth-
graders and Saint Nicholas’ will confirmed by Bishop Camp-
bell. Just what is the sacrament of Confirmation? What’s it 
all about?  
     First let’s say a word about all the sacraments: they’re all 
mysterious, in that they cause effects in us that are beyond 
the power of the material elements they use—and they do so 
invisibly, perceptible only to faith (it’s interesting that many 
Eastern Christians simply call the sacraments “the holy mys-
teries”). For example, Baptism uses normal water, but water 
of itself obviously has no power to forgive sins. But with the 
words instituted by Jesus Christ—i.e., “I baptize you in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”—
and so long as the one baptizing has the intention of doing 
what the Church does, then Baptism actually washes away 
sin. All sin, whether the Original Sin given us by Adam and 
Eve, or any personal sin someone may have committed—it’s 
all gone after Baptism. You may say, “but it’s superstitious to 
believe that! No water can do that! No human being can take 
away sins! Only God can forgive sins!” This objection makes 
the mistake of forcing an “either-or” dichotomy that the 
Catholic Church has always taught us to avoid. The Protes-
tant Reformers said exactly this same thing in the 16th cen-
tury—they claimed that Catholics put their faith in these 
human rites called sacraments, whereas Protestants put 
their faith in God and Christ. But here’s the thing: we believe 
that the sacraments belong to Christ! They are Jesus’ chosen 
way of bringing to us the merits of his passion, death, and 
resurrection. He created them, and created things always 
remain in the power of their creator. Jesus himself acts in the 
sacraments. Whenever anyone baptizes, it is Christ who 
baptizes; whenever any priest absolves sin, it is Christ who 
absolves, working through his unworthy minister; and above 
all, whenever the sacrifice of the Mass is offered, it is Christ 
himself who offers. The sacramental character given in the 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders renders Christians 
instruments for Christ’s exercising of  his saving powers. So, 
we don’t believe in the sacraments over Christ; we believe 
that Christ is in the sacraments, and operates through them 
for our sanctification. 
     Now back to Confirmation in particular: it’s not an easy 
sacrament to comprehend, actually: it’s one of the three sac-
raments of initiation (along with Baptism and First Com-
munion). The very word confirm suggests a following up on 
something else—but on what? Well, in this case, on Bap-
tism. Confirmation confirms Baptism. Why does Baptism 
need confirming? Isn’t it complete in itself? Well, yes and no. 
Baptism is complete for what it is supposed to be—the first 

of the sacraments, the laver of regeneration, the “new birth” 
from above.  But  receiving new birth implies a course of new 
life, and that implies growth. Confirmation gives us what we 
need to live as adults in the faith—i.e., to pass on the faith to 
others, by giving bold witness. Baptism is birth, and it en-
ables us to receive the nourishment of grace, and is our claim 
to receive the other sacraments. But it is typical of child-
hood, since it is all about receiving. An adult not only takes, 
but gives. Adults provide for others and do not simply take 
what they need but have a concern for the life and well-
being of others.  
     A big mistake often made is to say that Catholics get con-
firmed when they’re adults, or because the Church now rec-
ognizes them as adults in the faith. Wrong. Absolutely 
wrong. The sacraments don’t “recognize” anything. They 
give what they signify. Many people are adults physically 
but yet spiritual imbeciles. Many are mere children accord-
ing to age but beyond their years in spiritual wisdom. There 
is no necessary correlation between age and degree of one’s 
faith. And it’s not for the Church to judge of such things 
anyway, but it’s God’s business. (It may interest some peo-
ple to know that many infants are confirmed, and many 
theologians and pastors think it would be wise to confirm 
children before First Communion. But we don’t need to get 
into that here.) It’s the business of Confirmation, not to re-
ward people for becoming adults but to give whoever re-
ceives it—whether young or old—the power to be faithful 
to the mission shared by the entire Church: the preach the 
Gospel to every creature, to be able to give answers to hon-
est questions put to us. The Holy Spirit is given in a special 
way to enlighten our minds and embolden our hearts to 
preach as the apostles did, and as other disciples did in the 
early Church. —Fr. Peter 
 

lectionary 

Sunday Mass Readings 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 9: 26-31 
 Psalm 22 
 1 Jn 3: 18-24 
 Jn 15: 1-8 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 10: 25-26; 34-35; 44-48 
 Psalm 98 
 1 Jn 4: 7-10 
 Jn 15: 9-17 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, May  3 
10:00 a.m.   CCD (School) 
 
Mon, May 4 
7:00 p.m.    Scouts (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m.    Prayer Group (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m.    Choir Practice (Church) 
 
Tue, May 5 
6:00 p.m.    Rosary for Life (Church) 
7:00 p.m.    RCIA (Parish Center) 
 
Wed, May 6 
Eucharistic exposition 12:30-8:00 p.m. (Confessions 
during last hour) 
 
Sat, May 9 
11:00 a.m. CONFIRMATION MASS 
(St. Nicholas Church) 

MASS INTENTIONS week of April 19 
 

The Second Week of Easter 
 

Sunday, April 19 
Sunday within the Octave of Easter (Low Sunday)  
5:00pm Jeremy Haley 
7:00am Mark Thompson (+) 
9:00am Doris Lake (+) 
11:00am Bud gookins (+) 
7:30pm People of the parish 
  
Monday, April 20  
Easter Weekday  
8:00am George Brooks (+)  
Noon Francis & Patricia Barks (+) 
 
Tuesday, April 21 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Gerald Marshall (+) 
Noon Souls in Purgatory 
  
Wednesday,  April 22 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Eleanor Teeters & Family 
Noon Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
 
Thursday, April 23 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Paul Mack (+)  
Noon Mark Thompson (+)  
 
Friday, April 24 
Easter Weekday  
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+)  
Noon Rufus & Lena Hatfield  (+) 
 
Saturday, April 25 
Easter Weekday  
9:00am Steve Coyle (+) 
 
Sunday, April 26 
Third Sunday of Easter 
5:00pm Patricia Rubeck (+) 
7:00am Paul Carpenter (+) 
9:00am People of the parish 
11:00am Mary Lou Cush (+) 
7:30pm Sam Rosta (+) 

 

Please remember Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Church in your will 

MASS INTENTIONS week of May 3 
 

The Fourth Week of Easter 
 

Sunday, May 3 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
5:00pm Judy Gaumer (+) 
7:00am James Leo Burkhart (+) 
9:00am Charles & Kay Feicht (+) 
11:00am People of the Parish 
7:30pm Dorothy Jean Swingle (+) 
  
Monday, May 4  
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Farida Mach (+)  
Noon Otto Heil  (+) 
 
Tuesday, May 5 
St. Vincent Ferrer, O.P., priest (M) 
8:00am James Dusenberry (+) 
Noon Souls In Purgatory  
  
Wednesday,  May 6 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Steve R. Coyle (+) 
Noon Vera Marsh (+) 
 
Thursday, May 7 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Patricia Rubeck (+)  
Noon Bishop Campbell   
 
Friday, May 8 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Paul Mack  (+)  
Noon Mick Norris (+) 
 
Saturday, May 9 
Easter Weekday 
9:00am Steve R. Coyle (+) 
11:00am CONFIRMATION MASS (St. Nicholas) 
 
Sunday, May 10 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
5:00pm People of the Parish 
7:00am Eleanor Teeters & Family 
9:00am Marilyn Morrison  (+) 
11:00am Eva Pisher (+) 
7:30pm Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Sentivany & Linda Ann (+) 

 
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. 

Parish Finances 

Week of April 26 
 Envelopes  ................................................ $8,756.00 
 Loose  ............................................................ 1,160.91 
 Total  .............................................................9,916.91 
 Weekly budget ........................................... 11,538.00 
 This week’s deficit  ...................................... 1,621.09 
  
       Thank you! 
 

This weekend’s 2nd collection: 
May 3         St. Vincent de Paul Society 
 
Upcoming second collections: 
 
May 17      Catholic Communications Campaign 

June 7         Catholic Home Missions 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Part XXVII – Blessing of the Cornerstone of St. Thomas School – Part 8 
      He could have added that the majority of the 60,000,000 unchurched are so because they and their parents were trained in 
schools without God and without Christ.  No one can give what he has not.  The future of the Church depends on the schools 
and homes.  With the schools without God, the homes will be without God, and the churches will perish in the land. 
      If the Presbyterians adopt our system they will have more Presbyterians and better Presbyterians.  The Methodists can in 
the same way assure themselves of more Methodists and better Methodists.  The same is true of the others.  And they will 
have no need of complaining as they are complaining of today, of dearth of ministers.  And if they do not find some way of 
making specific religious dogmas enter into the curriculum of their children’s studies, the day will eventually come when the 
Catholic will hold aloft the banner of Christianity in the land. 
      For Lofty Ideals.  This school then stands for lofty ideals.  It is erected for the purpose of making good Christians and 
good citizens---for God and country.  It has in view the good of religion and the good of our beloved country.  Zanesville will 
be better for it.  I dwell not upon the fact illustrated in a float this afternoon that the parochial schools have saved the taxpay-
ers of Zanesville a million dollars in the past and are saving them thousands annually as the parochial schools of the entire 
country have saved them hundreds of millions.  That fact is of secondary importance and we do not boast of it.  We find our 
reason for pride and exultation in the fact that this monumental temple of learning, this almost indestructible edifice is to shel-
ter in the course of the years thousands of our youths, who, as its graduates, will occupy the seats of their fathers in the 
Church of their fathers and when an enemy’s hand from without, or an impious hand from within, shall threaten the seat of 
authority in our country they will stand like living stones in a wall of defence[sp.] and face every danger to protect it. 
      Notes:  The following ladies and gentlemen composed the general committee on arrangements for 
the exercises: Mr. A. P. Rogge, chairman; Mrs. Florence Lynn, Miss Katie Moran, Miss Helen 
Abe, Miss Margaret Foran, Mr. Clarence Roll, Mr. Geo. Aitken, Mr. Walter Heck, Mr. Wm. 
McDonald, Mr. James Dulan, Mr. J. H. Basehart, Mr. Clarence Basehart, Mr. Joseph Dohn, Mr. 
Frank Withers, Mr. T. M. Lynn, Mr. John Schultz. 
      Too much cannot be said in praise of the work of this committee.  They had but ten days in which 
to devise and complete their plans and by the efficient cooperation of every member those plans were 
executed to the letter.  
      The committee entrusted the preparing of the floats to Fathers Roach and Curran and that they 
executed the task well is attested by the verdict of the public that no prettier floats were ever seen on 
the streets of Zanesville.  One hundred girls on three artistically decorated trucks represented one 
hundred of the principal universities founded under Catholic auspices.  A group of school children on 
another truck told of the sacrifices made by the Catholics for the purpose of securing religious education for their children in 
the parochial schools and of the extent to which to which our fellow-citizens are beneficiaries of those generous sacrifices. 
      The Knights of Columbus, the Holy Name Societies of the two parishes and the Knights of St. John turned out in full 
strength and the long line of men marching on foot furnished a splendid exhibition of faith and loyalty. 
      Everybody was impressed by this superb array of ladies who under the banner of “The St. Thomas Ladies Building Asso-
ciation,” marched on foot or rode in automobiles. 
      One of the prominent citizens remarked after witnessing the long line of machines in the parade, “I did not know there 
were so many automobiles in the county.” 
     At the close of his address Father Kearney asked the people to join him in a fervent act of thanksgiving.  First of all he 
said, “Let us thank God for bringing light out of the gloom and causing the sun to shine upon us this afternoon when storm 
and rain had almost caused us to despair of carrying out or programme.  Next, we thank our Right Rev. and beloved Bishop 
for honoring us with his presence today.  We thank the visiting clergy and assure them that we are happy to have them with 
us.  We thank the city officers, His Honor the Mayor, and chief of police and his good officers who have contributed so much 
to the dignity and decorum of the parade.  And especially do we thank the Pastor of St. Nicholas Church and his people for the 
splendid part which they have taken in this great and memorable Catholic demonstration.” 
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Ego sum vitis, vos palmites. 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William & 
Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger, Gertrude 
Bell, Madelyn Bronkar. Mathilda Clark, Bart & Jose-
phine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,  
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, 
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly 
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton,  Florence 
Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, 
Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, 

David Macenko,  Josephine Marshall, Alice McGona-
gle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, 
Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary 
Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb 
Ridenour, Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, 
Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 
 
 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser 
The Lay Dominicans & Friends for Historic Preservation 
fund-raiser continues to raise monies to secure and pre-
serve St. Thomas Cemetery.  We are offering St. Thomas 
Aquinas blankets for sale that have the beautiful emblem 
that is seen on the floor of our church.  This item is exclu-
sive to St. Thomas.  The blanket is made of lightweight 

material measuring 50”x60” and is ma-
chine washable.  This item is available in 
red, royal blue, navy, forest green, black 
and gray for $25 per blanket.  Order forms 
are available at the entrances of the 
church.  Please pre-pay with your order 
by cash or check which may be made pay-
able to:  Dominican Laity.  Completed 
order forms and payment may be left at 

the Parish Center.  If you have any questions, contact 
Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-0265 or Melanie Von Gunten 
at (740) 453-3301, x 15. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Consolation Basil-
ica & Shrine May 27th The bus will be leaving the K of C 
at Sunrise Center at 7:50 a.m. and returning about 6:45 
p.m. Cost is $25. Lunch may be purchased at the cafeteria. 
Pre-paid reservations should be made to Margaret Kronen-
bitter by May 6.  For information, please call Mary Marga-
ret Murphy at (740) 452-4454 or Margaret at (740) 453-7657. 

Muskingum Valley Right to Life will be col-

lecting their annual Mothers Day Signatures for 
our Mother’s Day ad to appear in the Zanesville 
Times Recorder on Mother’s Day, May 10th, 2015. 
A $3 charge is required to cover printing cost. You 
can sign up after any Mass this weekend. 

 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Rosary Altar Society 

Spring Banquet for the women of the parish will be 

held on Tuesday, May 12th, in the church basement at 

6:00 pm. The cost of the meal is $8.00. Reservations 
are required, so please call the Parish Office on or be-

fore May 8th. Also we’re asking if you can, bring a 
baby item to help the Heartbeat Family Center. 

 

Catholic Family Night Enjoy baseball action at the Catholic 

Family Night with the Columbus Clippers on Wednesday, 

May 20! Watch the Clippers take on the Buffalo Bisons at 

Huntington Park—beginning with a pre-game parade of 

Catholic youth at 5:45 p.m., followed by game time at 6:45 

p.m. Family admission provides seating for two adults and up 

to four youths 18 and under; reserved seating on the 3rd base 

side is available at $25, bleacher seating also available at 

$15.  Seating is limited, place your order ASAP! For ticket 

info, visit www.cdeducation.org/DiocesanRecreation.aspx 

Upcoming construction alert ! 

As everyone knows, the concrete work around the church 
(sidewalks, stairs, side ramp) are in a sorry state of disrepair. 
We’ll be remedying that soon. We have found a contractor 
to remove the old concrete and pour new sidewalks, curb & 
gutter, and side ramp within the next couple of months. 
This will be good for us, although during the ramp’s being 
reconstructed the side entrance will be unavailable for at 
least one Sunday—possibly for more than one. We will get 
you more exact information on the construction dates as 
soon we confirm with the contractor. 

http://www.cdeducation.org/DiocesanRecreation.aspx

