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 Pastor’s Corner 
       It gives me great joy to announce that the following 
children made their first Holy Communion here at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Church this year: Carly Anne Bice, Evan 
Thomas Bauer, Joseph Daniel Cano, Abby Nicole Crum, 
Gaige Matthew Drant, Tanner  Charles Elam, Meagan 
Elizabeth Gnau, Max Waltman Lyall, Sydnee Jane Max-
well, Leah Marie Patrick, Madilyn Dawn Pugh, Emma 
Frances Robinson, Isabella Marie Robinson, Leann Eliza-
beth Robinson, Molly Ann Spiker, Sara Rose Spiker, 
Giada Ashlyn Tongso, Alexander Wells, Conner Wells, 
Mason Lane  Williams, Liam Wolfe, Ethan Joseph Wolfel, 
Caleb Young, and Rock William Zemba.  
     It also gives me joy to announce to you the names of 
our newly confirmed: Brayden Matthew Beardsley, Ryin 
Nicole Browning, Jacob Daniel Dosch, Madeline Miles 
Foreman, Joseph Michael Frame, Maggie Elizabeth 
France, Benjamin James Phillip, Carley Rae Roberts, Daw-
son Jacob Saunders, Jared Russell Shaffer, Christopher 
Martin Spiker, Vincent Anthony Spiker, and Emma Isa-
belle Zemba.  
     Finally, I’d also like to tell you the story of a special 
boy, a 2nd grader at Bishop Fenwick School: Caden 
Wright. Caden comes from a home of no religious affilia-
tion, yet asked to be baptized. Well, Ask, and you shall re-
ceive. I confess I was a bit wary at first, thinking Caden 
might be motivated more by a desire to be like the other 
kids at school than supernatural faith. After all, it’s un-
usual for children that age to ask for Baptism. But then, 
why shouldn’t they? “Let the little children come to me,” 
says the Lord, when the apostles tried to prevent them 
from coming to him. “The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to 
such as these.”  
     Just why does the Kingdom belong to children? Have 
you ever thought of that? Was Jesus just being sentimen-
tal about cute babies? Maybe he was, but I don’t think 
that’s it. It’s because children are unpretentious. They 
make no claim to being “okay” as they are. They know 
they need things, and can be quite blunt (often impolite) 
about demanding what they need, or want, everything 
from food to permission to play with friends. Everything. 
But better to be demanding and impatient than labor un-
der the delusion that we don’t need Jesus and his Church.  
     So, when I spoke to Caden about what why he wanted 
to be baptized, he said simply, “I want to follow Jesus and 
to be like him.” Follow Jesus, eh? That sounds like disci-
pleship. Be like Jesus, eh? That sounds like sanctity. What 
is to prevent this child from coming to Jesus? Certainly 

not I. I am reminded in all of this of the Scripture passage 
from Acts that we heard just last Sunday: The circumcised 
believers who had accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the Gentiles also, for 
they could hear them speaking in tongues and glorifying God. Then 
Peter responded, “can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as we have?” 
     Caden was actually hoping to be baptized early enough 
to make first Communion with his class on May 2nd. 
Well, we didn’t make that deadline. But the following 
Monday at the school Mass he received Baptism, Confir-
mation, and his first Holy Communion, all at once so now 
he’s a fully initiated Catholic Christian and has overtaken 
his classmates! And the last shall be first and first shall be 
last.  
     Please pray for Caden and all his classmates, as well as 
the newly confirmed. Pray that—as Bishop Campbell said 
in his homily at Saint Nicholas last weekend—that they 
bring their Christian dignity unstained into the Kingdom 
one day. Pray that they preserve that childlikeness (not 
childishness!) that asks for what is needed from a loving 
Father in heaven. Pray that all who have lost that child-
likeness might regain it. Blessed Feast of the Ascension!  
—Fr. Peter 

lectionary 

Sunday Mass Readings 

 

Solennity of the Ascension 
 Acts 1: 1-11 
 Psalm 47 
 Eph 1: 17-23 or Eph 4: 1-13 
 Mk 16: 15-20 
Pentecost (Vigil Mass/Day Mass) 
 Gen 11: 1-8/Acts 2: 1-11 
 Psalm 104/Psalm 104 
 Rom 8: 22-27/1 Cor 12: 3-7; 12-13 
 Sequence: Veni, Sancte Spiritus 
 Jn 7: 37-39/Jn 20: 19-23 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, May  17 
Coffee and doughnuts (after 9:00 and 11:00 Masses) 
 
Mon, May 18 
7:00 p.m.    Scouts (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m.    Prayer Group (Parish Center) 
7:00 p.m.    Choir Practice (Church) 
 
Tue, May 19 
6:00 p.m.    Rosary for Life (Church) 
 
Wed, May 20 
Eucharistic exposition 12:30-8:00 p.m. (Confessions 
during last hour) 
 
 

 

Please remember Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Church in your will 

MASS INTENTIONS week of May 17 
 

The Seventh Week of Easter 
 

Sunday, May 17 
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 
5:00pm William Morris (+) 
7:00am William E. Schneider (+) 
9:00am Doris Lake (+) 
11:00am Edwin Sawyers (+) 
7:30pm People of the parish 

  
Monday, May 18 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Gene Marshall (+)  
Noon Richard & Dorothy Feicht (+) 
 
Tuesday, May 19 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+) 
Noon Souls In Purgatory  
  
Wednesday,  May 20 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Souls in Purgatory (+) 
Noon Joe Rosta & Elizabeth Downs Rosta (+) 
 
Thursday, May 21 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am Christina Miller (+)  
Noon Living & deceased benefactors of the parish  
 
Friday, May 22 
Easter Weekday 
8:00am George Brooks (+)  
Noon Myrtle Mack (+) 
 
Saturday, May 23 
Easter Weekday 
9:00am Claude Foley (+) 
 
Sunday, May 24 
Pentecost Sunday 
5:00pm Barbara Phillis (+) 
7:00am Eleanor Brock (+) 
9:00am People of the parish (+) 
11:00am Sam Rosta (+) 
7:30pm Dec. members of O.P. Third Order 

 
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. 

Parish Finances 

Week of May 10 
 Envelopes  ................................................ $8,005.35 
 Loose  .............................................................. 785.62 
 Total  ........................................................... 8,790.97 
 Weekly budget ........................................... 11,538.00 
 This week’s deficit  ..................................... 2,747.03 
  
       Thank you! 
 

This weekend’s second collection: 
Catholic Communications Campaign 
 

Upcoming second collections: 
 
June 7         Catholic Home Missions 
June 28        Peter’s Pence 
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Notice in this depiction of the Ascension here how Jesus’ hands are 

palms-down, rather than uplifted, signaling his calling down of the 

Holy Spirit upon his Church even as he disappears from their sight —

he does not leave us orphans. Notice also how the apostles seem to be 

attempting to hold onto him, preventing Jesus’ ascent, while the faith of 

the Blessed Mother and Mary Magdalene gives them peace. Mary 

Magdalene is even doing homage to his indelible footprints on the 

earth: our world is utterly changed since God walked it, and he is with 

us always, even to the end of the age. The Ascension is a removal of the 

Lord from our sight, not a distancing of himself. He ascends to the Fa-

ther only so that he may fill all things with his glorious presence, which 

is no longer limited by the dimensions of a human body. 
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Catholic Family Night Enjoy baseball action at the Catholic 

Family Night with the Columbus Clippers on Wednesday, 

May 20! Watch the Clippers take on the Buffalo Bisons at 

Huntington Park—beginning with a pre-game parade of 

Catholic youth at 5:45 p.m., followed by game time at 6:45 

p.m. Family admission provides seating for two adults and up 

to four youths 18 and under; reserved seating on the 3rd base 

side is available at $25, bleacher seating also available at 

$15.  Seating is limited, place your order ASAP! For ticket 

info, visit www.cdeducation.org/DiocesanRecreation.aspx 

Around the diocese 

Diocesan Senior Citizens Day 
Celebration June 2 

 

The thirty-eighth annual diocesan Senior Citi-
zens Day Celebration is Tuesday, June 2, at Saint 
Paul the Apostle Church in Westerville (313 N. 
State Street). Bishop Frederick F. Campbell will 
celebrate Mass at 10:30 a.m., and luncheon will 
be served following the Mass. Registration for 
the celebration is $10. This annual event is a 
great opportunity to meet with seniors from 
around the Catholic Diocese of Columbus. To 
register, please send a check payable to the Office 
for Social Concerns, Catholic Diocese of Colum-
bus, 197 East Gay Street, Columbus, Ohio, 43215. 
For questions, call (614) 241-2540 or email us at 
socmailbox@colsdioc.org. Deadline for registra-
tions is May 28. 

Fine Art at the Jubilee Museum 

As part of its new exhibitions program, the Jubilee Museum and Catholic Cultural 

Center is pleased to announce a new exhibition, Celebration of Life: The Sculp-

tural Work of Alfred Tibor, an exhibition on loan from the collection of Argo & 

Lehne Jewelers. The show will be open to the public from April 18 through June 14, 

2015 and it will feature 24 sculptures.   

Columbus artist Alfred Tibor is an internationally 

recognized sculptor whose work is included in muse-

ums and private collections across the globe. He sur-

vived the Holocaust and six years in a Russian Gulag, 

and then arrived with his family in the United States 

in 1957 as one of many Hungarian refugees. These 

extraordinary trials have informed Tibor's direction as 

an artist: “I believe that my life was spared to do 

work so people may enjoy it.  Whether it is one of my 

Holocaust sculptures, a biblical figure, or a woman standing proud and tall, the 

human aspect of the piece is what is being expressed to the viewer – that there is 

beauty and value to be found in all our lives, for I truly believe that life is a celebra-

tion.”   

In addition, the Jubilee Museum is dedicating the month of May to Our Lady with a 

special exhibit, Behold Your Mother, comprised of the museum’s Marian-themed 

works of art. The exhibition will be accompanied by a special Marian tour offered 

every Saturday and Sunday (at 1:00 pm only) throughout the month. Come and join us 

and celebrate Our Lady's month! 

A suggested donation of $10 per person is greatly 

appreciated. For more information please visit the 

Jubilee Museum and Catholic Cultural Center’s web-

site at www.jubileemuseum.org or call (614) 600-

0054. 

Jubilee of  Anniversaries 2015 

 

Attention all married couples celebrating their 

25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th, and 
60th anniversaries (and every other year there-

after) of  married life: The annual jubilee of  

anniversaries Mass will be celebrated Sunday, 
June 28th, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., at Saint Paul 

the Apostle Church (313 N. State Street in 

Westerville), by Bishop Frederick Campbell. 
Registration forms are available through the 

parish office and also online at http://

familylife.colsdioc.org or by calling (614) 241-
2560. Reservations must be in by Friday, June 

12th. Thank you! 

http://www.cdeducation.org/DiocesanRecreation.aspx
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William & Jan 

Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger, Gertrude Bell, 

Madelyn Bronkar. Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, 

Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,  Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Ditt-

mar, Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Fin-

nen, Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton,  

Florence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, 

Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David 

Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall, Alice McGo-

nagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia Per-

one, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary 

Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour, Charles & Mary Lou 

Scott, Loretta Silfko, Roy Teeters, Theresa Tracey, Teresa 

Woods, Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 
Michael Strohl, R.I.P. 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser 
The Lay Dominicans & Friends for Historic Preservation 
fund-raiser continues to raise monies to secure and pre-

serve St. Thomas Cemetery.  We are of-
fering St. Thomas Aquinas blankets for 
sale that have the beautiful emblem that is 
seen on the floor of our church.  This item 
is exclusive to St. Thomas.  The blanket is 
made of lightweight material measuring 
50”x60” and is machine washable.  This 
item is available in red, royal blue, navy, 

forest green, black and gray for $25 per blanket.  Order 
forms are available at the entrances of the church.  Please 
pre-pay with your order by cash or check which may be 
made payable to:  Dominican Laity.  Completed order 
forms and payment may be left at the Parish Center.  If 
you have any questions, contact Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 
319-0265 or Melanie Von Gunten at (740) 453-3301, x 15. 
 

Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to 

Our Lady of Consolation 

Basilica & Shrine May 27th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A bus will be leaving the K of C at Sunrise 
Center at 7:50 a.m. and returning about 
6:45 p.m. Cost is $25. Lunch may be pur-
chased at the cafeteria. Pre-paid reserva-
tions should be made to Margaret Kronen-
bitter by May 6.  For information, please 
call Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 452-
4454 or Margaret at (740) 453-7657. 

 

Upcoming construction 

alert ! 
 

As everyone knows, the concrete work 
around the church (sidewalks, stairs, side 
ramp) are in a sorry state of  disrepair. 
We’ll be remedying that soon. We have 
found a contractor to remove the old con-
crete and pour new sidewalks, curb & 
gutter, and side ramp within the next 
couple of  months. This will be good for 
us, although during the ramp’s being re-
constructed the side entrance will be un-
available for at least one Sunday—
possibly for more than one. We will get 
you more exact information on the con-
struction dates as soon we confirm with 
the contractor. 

Parish/Zanesville goings-on 


