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Pastor’s Corner 

O n June 24th the Church celebrated the feast of the 
feast of the birth of Saint John the Baptist, who was 

put to death for speaking truth to power, as they say these 
days. He told King Herod Antipas, to his face, that his 
marriage was unlawful. Kings don’t like that kind of thing, 
and apparently their women don’t like hearing it, either. 
Let’s say a bit more about the Herod family here, because 
they were definitely a dysfunctional family. Herodias 
(Herod’s woman in question) was the granddaughter of 
Herod the Great and wife of Herod Philip, who was one of 
the sons of Herod the Great. Yes, Herodias married one of 
her uncles. Herod Antipas was half-brother of Herod 
Philip, and he and Herodias struck up their own relation-
ship—we can’t call it “marriage” but they thought it was 
that, and when John the Baptist said that it was not lawful 
for Herod to have his brother’s wife, he was clapped in 
chains and later beheaded at the request of Herodias. As 
chapter 14 of Matthew’s Gospel relates it, 
When Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before 
the company, and pleased Herod, so that he promised with an oath to 
give her whatever she might ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, 
“Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” And the king 
was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to 
be given; he sent and had John beheaded in the prison, and his head 
was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to 
her mother. 

H ell hath no such fury. Simply for speaking the 
truth—and Herod and Herodias were Jews, by the 

way, bound by the same marriage law as other Jews—John 
was imprisoned and killed, for the sport of incestuous lov-
ers in a state of pique. Herod actually admired John, the 
Gospel tells us—he was spellbound by his preaching. He 
didn’t want to have John executed. But he was compro-
mised both by the promise he made in front of all the 
guests and the darkeness of intellect he incurred by living 
sexual lifestyle he chose. As it has been said: if you don’t 
live according to your beliefs, you will soon adopt beliefs 
that fit the way you live. Herod was forced to choose be-
tween repenting of his lifestyle or silence his most famous 
critic; there was no third option. He chose the latter.  

E arlier that same week the Church celebrated the mar-
tyrdom of Saints Thomas More and John Fisher, both 

16th century victims of another king’s disordered sexual 
appetites, namely Henry VIII’s. Fisher was bishop of 
Rochester and the only bishop of England who resisted 
Henry’s plan to divorce his wife, Catherine of Aragon 
(who had been married to Henry’s brother Arthur until 
the latter’s death). More was a layman, and as Lord Chan-
cellor of England he was the second most powerful man in 

that realm after the King himself—but he, like Fisher, 
could not condone either the King’s divorce or, worse, his 
pretension to the title of Head of the Church in England. 
The similarities of these saints to the narrative of John the 
Baptist are obvious, of course, Henry was not unaware of 
them, and it’s telling that he hastened to have Fisher exe-
cuted on 22 June  1535, rather than on the feast of the Bap-
tist or its vigil (More was executed on July 6). 

T he parallels continue to our own day. On Friday of 
the same week we celebrated John the Baptist and 

the English martyrs, the U. S. Supreme Court nullified all 
state laws restricting marriage to male-female couples, 
making it open as well to same-sex couples—just as it had 
done with laws banning abortions back in January 1973. 
(Same-sex marriage is something neither Henry nor Herod 
could ever have foreseen, but no matter. These things have 
an logic all their own. The same-sex marriage ruling was 
bound to happen, given precedents.) Those who believe 
what the Church teaches about marriage can expect the 
same welcome our saints received. Our enemies—they are 
many and well-funded—will not rest until all those who 
offend the sacred cow du jour are silenced. Given modern 
capacities for cruelty (previous centuries were feeble in 
comparison), I don’t doubt that the Church will have 
much to suffer, and many religious, clergy, and laity will be 
targeted for slander, dispossession of property, and physi-
cally harm. In fact, it’s already begun, and not just to 
Catholics. Photographers and bakers and corporate CEOs 
have been harassed and driven out of business for merely 
thinking that marriage is something inherently between a 
man and a woman. (Which, when you think of it, should 
be no more controversial than saying that rectangles are 
inherently about lines and angles.)  

D oubtless this might seem paranoid to some, but 
there’s a scene from the play A Man for All Seasons 

that I’m reminded of. Thomas More urges the Duke of 
Norfolk to exercise extreme caution in his speech, for King 
Henry was testy and would punish the slightest dissent 
from his plans for remarriage. The Duke scoffs at this sug-
gestion of a witch-hunt and says, “This isn’t Spain, you 
know? This is England!” More knew better. He knew his-
tory, and he knew the King. He knew human nature. And 
of course More was right: he, like Fisher, spent over a year 
in the tower of London until Henry finally concluded they 
would never break, so he had them beheaded.  
 Let’s not be naïve like the Duke. The times are 
dark, and will only get much darker before they get 
lighter. Let’s pray. For those who govern us, for our ene-
mies, and for ourselves.  
Fr. Peter 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, July 5 
 
 
Mon, July 6 
7:00 Scouts (parish center) 
7:00 Prayer group (parish center chapel) 
 
Tue, July 7 
6:00 p.m.  Rosary for Life (church) 
7:00 p.m.   Catholic 101, Lecture 4 (Rosary Hall) 
 
Wed, July 8 
Eucharistic exposition 12:30-8:00 p.m.  
 

 

Please remember Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Church in your will 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 
Sunday, July 5 
14th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm (Sat.) Dec. members of Rosta Family (+) 
7:00am James Leo Burkhart (+) 
9:00am Douglas Wurzbach (+) 
11:00am Gerald Pfeifer (+) 
7:30pm People of the parish 
 
Monday, July 6 
Feria 
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+) 
Noon Patricia Rubeck (+) 
 
Tuesday, July 7 
Feria 
8:00am Dorothy Jean Rhinehart (+) 
Noon Souls in Purgatory 
 
Wednesday, July 8 
Feria 
8:00am Gerald E. Marshall (+) 
Noon Kenny Smythe & Marion Mercer (+) 
 
Thursday, July 9 
Saint John of Cologne, O. P. Martyr, & Companions (M) 
8:00am Bob & Helen Fedorke 
Noon Bishop Campbell 
 
Friday, July 10 
Feria 
8:00am Steve Coyle (+) 
Noon Steve Coyle (+) 
 
Saturday, July 11 
9:00am Marquerite Conrath (+) 
 
Sunday, July 12 
15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm (Sat.) Raymond & Dorothy Lasure & Family 
7:00am Roy B. Teeters (+) 
9:00am Peter & Louise Barris (+) 
11:00am Sam Rosta (+) 
7:30pm People of the parish 
 

Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. 
 
 

Parish Finances 

 
Week of June 28 
 Envelopes  ................................................ $7,887.85 
 Loose  .............................................................. 949.21 
 Total  ........................................................... 8,837.06 
 [Other .........................................................  1,698.85] 
  Weekly budget ........................................... 11,538.00 
 This week’s deficit  ..................................... 2,700.94 
    Thank you! 
This weekend’s second collection:  Peter’s Pence 
 
Upcoming second collections: 
 
Aug 2      Church in Latin America 
Sep 6      Catholic University of America 

 
NOTE: BEGINNING NEXT 

WEDNESDAY (JULY 15) 

BENEDICTION WILL MOVE 

TO 7:00 P.M. 
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From the Parish Finance Council 

 
Dear Parishioners: 

 July marks the beginning the 2015-2016 fiscal year, 

and the Parish Finance Council would like to share a copy 

of the budget covering that time period; it appears in the 

opposite column of this page. 

 Additionally, we would like to make a few com-

ments about the fiscal year that just ended. Despite not 

meeting revenue projects from the offertory, we were 

blessed to receive some generous bequests. Expenses were 

also below budget. Year-end net income is expected to be 

$722,250.00. Saint Thomas prudently invests gifts and sur-

pluses for emergencies and the long-term capital needs of 

church and school. We deeply appreciate our generous 

benefactors and all they have done for the parish. Nonethe-

less, it would be unwise to budget on the assumption of on-

going large gifts, and so as a matter of practice, ongoing 

operations need to be supported through the weekly collec-

tion. Please continue your generous support. 

 We would also like to stress that our blessings 

should not lead to complacency. We and our buildings are 

all getting older and every generation needs to ensure that 

St. Thomas is financially viable for the next. Looking to the 

very near future, there are initiatives planned that, with your 

help, will help keep the parish vibrant. They include: 

1. Hiring a youth minister; 

2. Replacing the concrete around the church, including the 

ramp on the south side (this work will take place later 

this month); and 

3. Making the many necessary repairs to the 5th Street 

school building (Catholic schools are closing all across 

Ohio, and we’re lucky to have a high numbers of chil-

dren who can receive a quality Catholic education). 

 We have one final important request. The measure 

of a parish is more than the number of Mass attendees, the 

condition of its buildings, or the amount of its weekly collec-

tions. To maintain the tradition of our parish and its service 

to our Lord and our neighbors, we ask you to consider shar-

ing your time and talents in addition, to your treasure. Pa-

rishioners are needed to serve in manifold capacities as vol-

unteers, from parish festival workers to the filling of various 

liturgical roles at Sunday and weekday Masses, to aiding the 

poor through the Saint Vincent de Paul Society—to mention 

just a few possibilities. If you would like more information 

on how to get involved, please contact either the pastor or 

the chairpersons of various parish organizations.  

Sincerely, 

Tom Barone (chair), Tam Bowman (Parish business man-

ager),Mike Jacoby, Brian Kaufman, Ruth Ann Lynn, 

Brent Mirgon 

Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish Budget FY 2015-2016 

 

INCOME 

Gifts      56,000.00 

Parish offertory   616,300.00 

Fund drives    52,500.00 

Other income    20,950.00 

Activities    24,100.00 

Religious ed. receipts    2,400.00 

Total parish receipts   772,250.00 

 

EXPENSES 

Dominican/employee salaries  232,401.84 

Dominican/employee benefits  80,480.04 

Rectory supply & exp.   17,100.00  

Office supply & exp.   12,000.00 

Church supply & exp.   24,000.00 

Travel     4,200.00 

Parish charities    1,500.00 

Utilities    41,745.00 

Maintenance supply & repair  22,800.00 

Insurance    21,000.00 

Property tax    400.00 

Diocesan assessment   44,400.00 

Major capital expenditures  36,300.00 

School subsidies (Rosecrans)  24,000.00 

School subsidies (Fenwick)  165,000.00 

Religious ed. Expenses   44,923.12 

Total parish expenses   772,250.00 
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I look in the mirror, 
and what do I see? 
Is Jesus living and 

working in me? 
 

Saints Alive! 

Vacation Bible 

School 

July 20—24 

9—111 a.m. 

Rosary Hall 

 

for students  

4th—6th grade 

 

To Pre-register (or 

Volunteer)  

Please call  

Melanie at 

parish office 

 

 

Saint John of Gorkum, O.P., and companions 
 

July 9 is the feast of the martyrs of Gorkum—a group 
of Catholic priests and religious comprising Francis-
cans (mostly), Dominicans, Augustinians, Norberti-
nes, and at least one diocesan priest. The atrocities 
took place at the height of controversy in the Nether-
lands between Catholics and Protestants (1572). The 
first to be arrested were the Franciscans. John of Co-
logne, a Dominican, tried to visit the prisoners incog-
nito to administer the sacraments to them but was 
discovered and thrown in with the others. After being 
tortured and mutilated, they were hanged in a barn 
overnight—19 in all. 
     Up to the time of death, these martyrs were given 
opportunity of saving their own lives if they would 
simply repudiate the Catholic doctrines of the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and papal primacy. 
None recanted, and so all were horrifically tortured. 
Isn’t it amazing how these two dogmas—both of 
which symbolize the peace and unity of the Church—
provoke such discord and violence?  
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine 

Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bron-

kar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cow-

den, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, 

Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, 

Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Flor-

ence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, 

Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, 

David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall, 

Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles) 

Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, 

Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb 

Ridenour, Barbara Schumacher, Charles & Mary Lou 

Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, 

Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser 
The Lay Dominicans & Friends for Historic Preserva-
tion fund-raiser continues to raise monies to secure and 
preserve St. Thomas Cemetery with a quality wrought-
iron fence. St. Thomas Aquinas blankets will continue 
to be offered throughout the year, and we thank you all 
for your generous and continued support.  The afghan 
offered at the festival was won by Holli Baughman. 
We are now offering sets of note cards of our beautiful 
stained glass windows.  The note cards may be pur-
chased individually for $1.50 or in sets of 3 for $4. Com-
plete sets of 12 are available for $16.  Order forms are 
available at the entrance. Completed order forms and 
payment may be left at the Parish Center. If you have 
any questions, contact Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-
0265 or Melanie Von Gunten at (740) 453-3301, x 15.  

Parish/Zanesville goings-on 

Bishop Fenwick School seeks  

teachers for 2015-2016! 

 

Bishop Fenwick School is currently accepting applications 
for the following teaching positions: 6th-8th grade sci-
ence, 1st grade, 4th grade, Intervention Specialist and a 
part-time art teacher. If you are qualified and interested 
in one of these positions, please email your resume to 
principal, Kelly Sagan, at ksagan@cdeducation.org or mail 
to the school office. You must also complete the applica-
tion found at: http://dfe.cdeducation.org/app/teach.html 

 

Biddy League Football Sign Up 
 

All Parish or Bishop Fenwick students interested in play-
ing football this fall in grades K-6 please contact either 
Chris Zemba at coachzemba@hotmail.com or Brady Hit-
tle at bhittle@muskingumcounty.org 

 

mailto:coachzemba@hotmail.com
mailto:bhittle@muskingumcounty.org

