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Pastor’s Corner 

One of the things that is very sad when people die—
other than the sadness of loss itself—is that often-
times family members of deceased Catholics do not 
request a funeral Mass for their loved one—even 
when they know the deceased wanted a funeral Mass. 
It happens more so than most people would probably 
realize. I suppose some of them think, “well, I know 
Mom went to Mass all the time, but none of us kids 
are practicing anymore, so what’s the point? Plus, 
Mom doesn’t need prayers where she is.” Just like 
that statement, it’s a self-centered and ignorant atti-
tude. Of course, we all need prayers when we die, the 
more the better, and the Catholic faithful departed 
deserve a funeral Mass. We don’t do our loved ones 
any favor by presuming they’re already in Heaven 
with God. Let me say a bit about this before coming 
back to families and funerals.  
     One of the doctrines that distinguishes Catholic 
teaching from Protestantism is precisely that of Pur-
gatory, which flows from our understanding of grace 
and salvation. We believe that God wishes us to be co
-workers in our own salvation, and that his forgive-
ness is not simply a matter of his looking away from 
our sins but actually taking them away, and rebuild-
ing us. We are actually transformed, not just draped 
over.  And the doctrine of Purgatory is not dark or sad 
but on the contrary a brilliant stroke of divine genius, 
an unlooked-for provision of God’s unfathomable 
mercy. Jesus tells us to be perfect, even as our heav-
enly Father is perfect: and Jesus doesn’t ask things 
that aren’t possible for us. And the Book of Revela-
tion tells us that nothing impure can enter Heaven. 
So how can those who die imperfect (most people) 
still hope to see God? Only if God has fashioned some 
way for us to submit to his purifying love after 
death—those who die in the state of grace but still 
“attached” somehow to sin, or not yet perfectly free of 
sin’s effects. In Purgatory there is no sadness. There’s 
suffering, because “unlearning” sinful habits is like 
the growing pains of restored freedom in overcoming 
of addictions—but with sin the addiction is far more 
harmful than anything chemical. Sins are spiritual 
addictions, and so they touch the marrow of our exis-
tence, and breaking free of them is hard even when 
we know that what’s what. It’s the kind of process 
that is possible for us here on earth, but which we’re 

rarely successful in completing because of the things 
that pull us. And God, knowing our weakness, none-
theless makes possible for us after our life is over 
what we failed to do during life. As with so many 
other things, people often get this business upside-
down and inside-out: Purgatory is not bad news, but 
an integral part of the good news, the Gospel. And it’s 
precisely the kind of thing a loving God would create 
for his children. 
     I feel I can’t say enough about topics like this be-
cause they’re so important and so badly misunder-
stood, so please parden the long detour: but back to 
funerals. It’s a mark of civilization, especially Chris-
tian society, to observe wills and testaments. This is 
all the more so for Catholics and taking care of spiri-
tual goods. I strongly recommend having your funeral 
plans clearly written and entrusted to someone who 
will follow them. Perhaps the funeral home of your 
choice, or your pastor, if you’re not sure your family 
will go along. And I strongly urge all Catholics to re-
quest a Requiem Mass, where there hands of a priest, 
which baptized you into Christ, will hand you back 
to the God who fashioned you from the earth, and 
who loves you. —Fr. Peter 

lectionary 

Sunday Mass Readings 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 23: 1-6 
 Ps 23 
 Eph 2: 13-18 
 Mk 6: 30-34 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2 Kg 4: 42-44 
 Ps 145 
 Eph 4: 1-6 
 Jn 6: 1-15 

The people of  
Saint Nicholas Church 

will be having their 

Parish festival 

Wednesday, July 29—Saturday, August 1 
(because there’s no such thing 

as enough bingo, brats, and beer) 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, July 19 
After 11:00 Mass: Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall) 
 
Mon, July 20 
7:00 Scouts (parish center) 
7:00 Prayer group (parish center chapel) 
 
Tue, July 21 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church) 
7:00 p.m.  Catholic 101, Lecture 6 (Rosary Hall) 
 
Wed, July 22 
Eucharistic exposition 12:30-7:00 p.m.  
Youth Ministry Cedar Point Trip! 
 
Thu, July 23 
 
Fri, July 24 
 
Sat, July 25 
 

 

Please remember Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Church in your will 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 
Sunday, July 19 
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm (Sat.) Julia Hankins  (+) 
7:00am Herb & Myrtle Durant & Family 
9:00am Michael Overstreet (+) 
11:00am Dec. members of K of C Council 505  
7:30pm People of the parish 
 
Monday, July 20 
Feria 
8:00am Shirley Davy (+) 
Noon Bob & Bette Mattingly (+) 
 
Tuesday, July 21 
Feria 
8:00am Glendon Brown (+) 
Noon Souls in Purgatory 
 
Wednesday, July 22 
St. Mary Mary Magdalene (M) 
8:00am Dorothy Jean Swingle (+) 
Noon Rolland Coffey (+) 
 
Thursday, July 23 
Feria 
8:00am Jeremy Haley 
Noon Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+) 
 
Friday, July 24 
Feria 
8:00am Gerald Marshall (+) 
Noon Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
 
Saturday, July 25 
St. James, Apostle (F) 
9:00am Kelly Jo Alexander (+) 
 
Sunday, July 26 
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm (Sat.) George Brooks  (+) 
7:00am Eulalia Bleichner (+) 
9:00am Bud Gookins (+) 
11:00am Edwin Sawyers (+)  
7:30pm People of the parish 
 

Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. 

Parish Finances 

 
Week of July 12 
 Envelopes  ................................................ $7,626.35 
 Loose  ............................................................ 1020.00 
 Total  ........................................................... 8,646.35 
 [Other ...........................................................  242.00] 
  Weekly budget ........................................... 11,538.00 
 This week’s deficit  ...................................... 2,891.65 
     
Upcoming second collections: 
 
Aug 2      Church in Latin America 
Sep 6      Catholic University of America 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Part XXXI – The 125th Anniversary Celebration 
 

T he small steps that Pope John XXIII had taken outside of the confines of the 
Vatican to visit hospitals, orphanages, and prisons laid the groundwork for 

his successor to venture even further beyond the walls of the Vatican. The list of 
pastoral visits made by Pope Paul VI outside of Italy earned the Holy Father the 
nickname “the Pilgrim Pope”. He made history as the first pope to travel to the 
United States. On October 4, 1965, Pope Paul visited in New York, where he meet 
with President Lyndon B. Johnson. He then addressed the United Nations with a 
plea for peace. Traveling at a brisk pace during the fourteen hours of his visit, the 
pope celebrated Mass at Yankee Stadium, and managed to visit the New York 
World’s Fair, before returning to Rome. 

T he Catholic community of Zanesville celebrated one hundred and twenty-five years of pres-
ence in Muskingum County in 1967. The first Mass had taken place in St. Thomas Church on 

Christmas morning in 1842. A letter was received from the Apostolic Delegation to the United 
States of America by pastor and native son, Father Camillus A. Musselman, O.P., on behalf of Pope 
Paul VI. Dated December 16, 1967, the Apostolic Delegate wrote, “Very Reverend and dear Father: It 
gives me great pleasure to inform you that on the occasion of the One Hundred Twenty-fifth Anniversary of 
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church and also of the One Hundred Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Saint Nicholas 
Church, our Most Holy Father, Pope Paul VI, has graciously deigned to impart his Apostolic Benediction. It is 
the wish of His Holiness that this Blessing be shared by you, the clergy and religious associated with you, the 
parishioners and all who join in the observance of the historic Anniversary. Much has been accomplished for 

the honor and glory of Almighty God during these past one hundred twenty-five years; for this reason, there is joy and deep grati-
tude in the hearts of all who have been associated with Saint Thomas Aquinas and Saint Nicholas Churches. In the years to come, 
may our Lord ever continue to draw the priests and people of these parishes closer to Himself, the Way, the Truth and the Life. To 
this blessing of the Sovereign Pontiff, I wish to add my personal congratulations and good wishes. With sentiments of esteem and 
renewed felicitations, I remain sincerely yours in Christ, +Luigi Raimondi, Apostolic Delegate.” 

B ishop John J. Carberry, Bishop of Columbus sent greetings dated December 31, 1967. “Dear Mon-
signor Dury and Father Musselman, I wish to express to you and the Parishioners of Saint Thomas and 

St. Nicholas my heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of the joint celebration commemorating the past 125 
years of Catholicity in the Zanesville area. It is indeed a joy to take part in this celebration. The fittingness of 
this occasion is seen especially as I reflect on the past zeal and enthusiasm of the holy priests and devoted reli-
gious, as well as, the sacrifice and generosity of the Catholic laity, --- all working together to further the mis-
sion of the Church on earth. This celebration should move us to a profound sense of gratitude to Almighty God 
for his abundant graces and blessings to the community of Zanesville these many years. I wish to extend a par-
ticular note of gratitude to Monsignor Dury and Father Musselman for their untiring efforts and leadership to 
the people of Zanesville, as they strive to further the kingdom of God with zeal and dedication so evident in the 
past. With my humble blessing to you and the people of the parishes, and ever commending all to the loving care 

of Our Lady, I remain sincerely yours in Christ, +John J. Carberry, Bishop of Columbus.” 
 The undated final letter of the program, written in simplicity and love, was from the pastor. “Dear Parishioners, 
We are privileged to be members of St. Thomas Aquinas, one of the oldest parishes in Ohio. Our present Church is 125 years old. 
The parish is 148 years of age. Thanks be to God, the congregation has always been like one, big, happy family. Our fathers and 
mothers taught us ever to live like brothers and sisters and to love one another. I trust that during this anniversary you will thank 
our Lord and His Blessed Mother for having been so good to us. We owe them a debt of tremendous gratitude. In our Church the 
Rosary of our dear Blessed Mother has been recited every day all these years, and in most of our homes it has been said daily with 
all the children gathered around their fathers and mothers. I shall always be grateful to God for having given me, one of your native 
sons, the honor and happiness of being your pastor. I hope all of you will cherish the privilege of having been able to join our beloved 
Bishop in giving thanks to God for all He has done for us. Sincerely in Our Lady, Camillus Musselman, O.P., Pastor.” 



    Saint Thomas Aquinas Church 
      July 19, 2015, 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

MIDDLE & HIGH  
SCHOOLERS:  

JOIN THE ST. NICHOLAS  

YOUTH GROUP FOR AN OUTING TO 

COCO KEY WATER RESORT 
newark, Ohio  

FRIDAY  

JULY 24 

4:30 – 9:30 p.m.  

 

Tickets ($10) must be  

ordered in advance. 
 

Please make payment to  

St. Nicholas church no later than noon, 

Tuesday, July 20 

 

Permission Slips Required! 
Bring money for snacks & refreshments 

 

Meet at the  

St. Nicholas Teen Center 
Parish Office, Lower Level  

 

I look in the mirror, 
and what do I see? 
Is Jesus living and 

working in me? 

 

Saints Alive! 

Vacation Bible 

School 

July 20—24 

9—111 a.m. 

Rosary Hall 

 

for students  

Pre-K thru 6th grade 

 

To Pre-register (or 

Volunteer)  

Please call  

Melanie at 

parish office 

 

Volunteers need to be 
compliant with  

Diocesan code (Virtus) 

 RETREAT FOR MEN 
The Catholic laymen’s Fall silent retreat is 
scheduled for Friday, September 11 through 
Sunday, September 13. It will take place at 
St. Therese Retreat Center and will be led by 
Fr. Joseph Klee. The theme of the retreat will 
be: St. Joseph, Model of Manly Virtue. Total 
cost is $130. For information and to register, 
contact Charles Kielkopf at (614) 268-0175 
or kielkopf.1@osu.edu, or register and pay 
directly online at http://www.holinessproject.org 

Lottery Golf Scramble! 

August 29 at Fuller’s Fairways 

Check-in begins 7:30 a.m. 
Shotgun tee-off at 8:30 a.m. 

$500 grand prize 
$400 for 1st place for scramble 
$300 for 2nd place for scramble 

($260 cost per team—includes 
Green fees, cart, lunch, beverages, and skins game) 

Call Dave Desender for more information 
at (740) 452-5057, ext. 102 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine 

Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bron-

kar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cow-

den, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, 

Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, 

Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Flor-

ence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, 

Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, 

David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall, 

Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles) 

Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, 

Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb 

Ridenour, Barbara Schumacher, Charles & Mary Lou 

Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, 

Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 
Janice Echelberry and John (Jack) Hartnett, R. I. P. 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser 
The Lay Dominicans & Friends for Historic Preserva-
tion fund-raiser continues to raise monies to secure and 
preserve St. Thomas Cemetery with a quality wrought-
iron fence. St. Thomas Aquinas blankets will continue 
to be offered throughout the year, and we thank you all 
for your generous and continued support. The afghan 
offered at the festival was won by Holli Baughman. 
We are now offering sets of note cards of our beautiful 
stained glass windows. The note cards may be pur-
chased individually for $1.50 or in sets of 3 for $4. Com-
plete sets of 12 are available for $16. Order forms are 
available at the entrance. Completed order forms and 
payment may be left at the Parish Center. If you have 
any questions, contact Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-
0265 or Melanie Von Gunten at (740) 453-3301, x 15.  

Parish/Zanesville goings-on 

Bishop Fenwick School seeks  

teachers for 2015-2016! 

 

Bishop Fenwick School is currently accepting applications 
for the following teaching positions: 6th-8th grade sci-
ence, 1st grade, 4th grade, Intervention Specialist and a 
part-time art teacher. If you are qualified and interested 
in one of these positions, please email your resume to 
principal, Kelly Sagan, at ksagan@cdeducation.org or mail 
to the school office. You must also complete the applica-
tion found at: http://dfe.cdeducation.org/app/teach.html 

 

Biddy League Football Sign Up 
 

All Parish or Bishop Fenwick students interested in play-
ing football this fall in grades K-6 please contact either 
Chris Zemba at coachzemba@hotmail.com or Brady Hit-
tle at bhittle@muskingumcounty.org 

 

mailto:coachzemba@hotmail.com
mailto:bhittle@muskingumcounty.org

