St. Thomas Aquinas Church
MARCH 23 2014, THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

The Church of God: Body of Christ, Spouse of the Holy
Spirit
The Church has been on my mind a lot lately—mainly because it is so badly misunderstood by so many Catholics. If
Catholics can’t understand what the Church is, and why it is
necessary for salvation, how will those outside the Church
ever come to know? I’m writing this on the solemnity of the
great patron of the Church, Saint Joseph. May he give grace
to my words.
I’m thinking especially of some of the engaged couples
who come to me for marriage preparation. Sorry, let me restate that: oftentimes they don’t come for marriage preparation. Oftentimes they just come to reserve the Church, and
then find out there is something called marriage preparation,
and it can be hard for them to learn there are meetings to be
had, and actually some substance to grasp about what they’re
about to do, and seems to them like so many hoops to jump
through. But of course, with most engaged couples there is
an enormous amount of catechesis needed, and a very small
amount of time to do it: all that a priest can reasonably attempt to do for some poorly educated Catholics is impress
upon them their need for God and point them in the proper
direction.
The thing is, many of these couples aren’t going to Mass.
At all. And they don’t think they’re missing anything. This
isn’t true just here in Ohio parishes, or even just in the United
States. This lack of faith is evident all through the so-called
First World, the economically prosperous and supposedly
politically and culturally forward-looking nations of the
world. It’s an indifference to things of God, often brought on
by breathing the noxious fumes of the world we live in.
How did we get here? How is it possible for so many people—Catholics!—to regard to the Church as something to be
used at their convenience, but otherwise ignored as irrelevant
to life? How is this any different from treating the Church
like a club? You pay your dues at a club, and you’re free to
use it when you like, but no one is going to ask you why you
haven’t shown up. So many Catholics seem to think they
have paid their dues if they’ve been baptized and confirmed,
or maybe even graduated from Rosecrans. What they do with
the rest of their life is their business, thank you very much.
They’ll just check back in for the wedding and when they
want their children baptized, and that’s enough for them.
Maybe Christmas and Easter. Meh.
One can say that the chief reason for the disaffection of so
many Catholics is the recent priestly sexual scandal. Or just
the fact of an all-male, celibate priesthood. Or a lack of appreciation for contemporary mankind, or any number of

things. I’m not buying any of those explanations. None of
them, nor all of them together, can explain the crisis in the
Church today. Yes, people have been hurt by the institutional
Church—by priests. But ultimately the crisis in the Church
can only be attributed to a lack of faith in the living God. We
are not called to believe simply that God exists; as the Letter
of James tells us, even demons believe God exists, and they
shudder. We are called to believe that God is living and active in our lives, that he loves us, that he desires our salvation. And that he wants us all to change our lives in accordance with the revelation he has given us in Jesus Christ his
Son.
And how does God operate in our world, in our lives, in a
way that is so up close and personal? Through the Church.
The Church that Jesus Christ our savior founded. We don’t
believe this because the Church says so, but because Jesus
says so: “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven. Whose sins you retain, they are retained”;
“Whoever hears you, hears me”; “Do this in memory of me”;
“Go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always, to the end of the world.” The
Church is at once a divine and human institution—peopled
by men and women, created by Jesus Christ and formed by
the charity of the Holy Spirit. God can operate in this world
wherever and however he pleases, and I am quite sure he
does operate outside the sacramental economy of the Church,
for those disposed to his help. But for Catholics to forsake
the promises of the Church and sacraments find their own
way in some other manner have either lost their faith entirely,
or on their way to that point.
G. K. Chesterton used to say succinctly that the one decisive reason to be a Catholic is because Catholicism is true.
Amen to that. What that means is: we have access to the Father through Christ alone, and Christ is to be found in his
Church. We have no reason, or right, to search for him anywhere else. Oremus pro invicem. –Fr. Peter
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The Season of Lent
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Fast and Abstinence

Sacred Music

All Catholics 14 years and old are required to do a penance on every Friday of the year, unless it is a Solemnity. This penance is usually done by abstaining from
meat each Friday, but another penance may be substituted. In the season of Lent, Catholics 14 and older
must abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent.
Additionally, on both Ash Wednesday and Good Friday (April 18), Catholics (18 to 59 years old) are required
to observe a fast. The Church also recommends (but
does not require) observing the fast on Holy Saturday.
The fast means eating only full one meal that day, although medicine and drink are allowed. The fast
should not endanger one’s health, and additional food
may be taken by those who are sick, as is reasonable.

I mentioned recently the possibility of a performance of
sacred chant and polyphony in our church, but at the
time I did not have the when & where. I have them now.
Kathleen Tully and the Saint Patrick’s Church schola
will be coming on April 6 to sing selections from Tenebrae, part of the liturgy of Holy Week. The service includes texts of Sacred Scripture (especially the Psalms
and the Lamentations of Jeremiah), plus antiphons and
motets written for the celebration of the Lord’s passion.
The concert will begin at 6:30 p.m., and probably last a
little less than an hour.

Sacrament of Penance
M, W, & F
W
Sat

11:15 a.m.—11:45 a.m.
7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. (Holy
Hour)
8:15 a.m.—8:45 a.m. &
4:15 p.m.—4:45 p.m.
Stations of the Cross

Fridays during Lent 7:00 p.m.
(Good Friday at noon)
The Angelus
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary, etc...
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to Your Word.
Hail Mary, etc...
V. And the Word was made flesh,
R. And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary, etc...
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, Your Grace into
our hearts; that as we have known the incarnation of Christ, your
Son by the message of an angel, so by His passion and cross we
may be brought to the glory of His Resurrection. Through the
same Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Lenten Lectures

An amendment to our schedule of Lenten talks (about
the Matthew Kelly book): we will meet only two more
times to discuss the book: this Tuesday, March 18, and
the following, March 25. On reading the book I realized
how brief the fourth part of the book was. We can easily
cover it all in three meetings. (By the way, the first
meeting had a great turnout!)

Sacrament of Penance (again)
If you look carefully in the column opposite this, you’ll
find a schedule of confessions. But Fr. Hayes and I
aren’t being keep busy enough. We all need confession,
and most of us need it more rather than less. (By the
way, Jesus created the sacraments, not the Church.) I’m
not guessing the state of anyone’s soul here. I’m not accusing anyone of anything. I simply know what the
Gospel tells us about the need for the Lord’s mercy,
never trusting our own strength. It’s amazing how the
people who make a very searching, blunt confession of
their sins are those who avail themselves of this sacrament frequently. People who come once every few years
(or 8, or 10 years, or more!) can hardly remember a thing.
You may think I’m exaggerating, but I’m not. I once had
a person come in and say it had been 8 years since his
last confession, and he couldn’t think of any sins to confess and asked for help. Really?, I said. Mass on Sundays? Oh, well, yeah. Missed a few. (He had missed almost all of them.) I won’t go further here, but he was
lost. What was true of him is true of those generally
who avoids the confessional: a delusional sense of spiritual well-being. May I make a suggestion? Take for
yourself (and a loved one) one of those little examinations of conscience I’ve put out in the back of Church?
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
2014 Lenten Parish Mission
March 30—April 2

Minerva Chasing The Vices From The Garden of Virtue. Andrea Mantegna. 1502

Virtues and Vices:
Seven habits of a highly successful people of God (and seven
deadly sins to avoid like the Plague)
Fr. Blau will preach at all Sunday Masses and give evening conferences
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Fr. Thomas Blau, O.P.
A native of Cleveland (Go Browns!), Fr. Thomas received his undergraduate degree from Akron University and M.A. in Theology from Franciscan University of Steubenville. Fr. Thomas
spent three years in the missions in Honduras and Guatemala. After a few months in Mexico,
he entered the Dominican novitiate in Cincinnati. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1999
and completed his S.T.L. degree (Licentiate in Sacred Theology) on the thought of Blessed John
Paul II. He has done a great deal of catechesis, apologetics, and campus ministry. He is currently chaplain at Ohio Dominican University in Columbus, and resides at St. Patrick’s.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, March 23
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
5:00 p.m.
Marie Landers Pyles & Family
7:00 a.m.
Herb & Betty Durant (+)
9:00 a.m.
Virginia Elmore (+)
10:30 a.m. People of the Parish
Monday, March 24
8:05 a.m.
Fr. Luke Turon (+)
Noon
John Baker (+)
Tuesday, March 25
The Annunciation of the Lord
8:05 a.m.
Jeanette Harnetty (+)
Wednesday, March 26
8:05 a.m.
Fr. Luke Turon (+)
Noon
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
Thursday, March 27
8:05 a.m.
Leo Burkhart (+)
Friday, March 28
8:05 a.m.
Richard Bowman & Family
Noon
Charles Labaki Jr. (+)

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, March 23rd
9:00 a.m. C.C.D. Classes
Monday, March 24th
7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group
7:00 p.m. R.C.I.A.
Tuesday, March 25th
6:00 p.m. Rosary For Life
6:00 p.m. Third Order of St. Dominic
7:00 p.m. Lenten Lecture Series - Rosary Hall
Wednesday, March 26th
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Adoration
7:00 p.m. Women’s Group Mtg.– Library
Thursday, March 27th
10:30 a.m. Ladies Prayer Group
Friday, March 28th
9:00 a.m. Quilters
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 29th

Youth Group
Stations of the Cross: 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 29
9:00 a.m.
Dick Andrews (+)
Sunday, March 30
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
5:00 p.m.
Richard & Rita McCarty (+)
7:00 a.m.
People of the Parish (+)
9:00 a.m.
Tom & Nancy Montgomery
10:30 a.m. Lillian Dudas (+)

Sunday, March 30, 2014 - Kite Flying
- Students will meet at Mt. Olive
Cemetery Shelter House. Bring your
own kite and string, or we will have
some available. Enjoy hotdogs and
smores over an open fire from 1-5:00
pm. If the weather does not cooperate
we will go roller skating at the Linda Arena, followed by a
trip to Tom’s Ice Cream, same time/same date.

Parish
Parish Finances
Finances
Week
2014
Week of
of March
January17,
5, 2014

Envelopes
Envelopes (297)
(248) ...........................................
........................................... $9,579.35
$8,974.00
Loose………..…………………………
896.00
Loose………..…………………………
605.05
Total
........................
...…………………….
10,475.35
Total ............................……………………. 9,579.05
Weekly
Weekly Budget
Budget...........................................
........................................... 11,538.00
11,538.00
Deficit
..
.………………………………
.65
Deficit .………………………………… 1,062
1,958.95
“I solemnly assure you, unless the grain of wheat falls to the
“It dies,
is more
blessed
give of
than
to receive.”
earth and
it remains
justto
a grain
wheat.
But if it dies, it
produces much fruit.” St.Acts
John20:35
12:24
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Catholic Community
Annual Mulch Sale

The Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters are having their Annual Mulch Sale this Spring. The cost will be $4.50 per bag.
There will be a choice of 5 kinds of Mulch, Pine Bark, Cypress, Hardwood, Mini Nuggets and Red Mulch. Forms may
be picked up at Bishop Rosecrans High School or The Knight
Of Columbus Hall. The last date to order will be on Friday,
March 28th. For more details call Marvin Paul at 453-4482.
We like to Thank You for your continual support of the
Bishop Rosecrans Athletic programs.

Bishop Rosecrans High School
Bishops’ Ball - Date Changed
Bishop Rosecrans High School cordially invites you to the
Bishops' Ball! This is the annual auction, dinner and dance
on Saturday March 29, 2014 at 6:00 pm. Tickets are $45.00
per person after March 1. Corporate tables are $500.00.
Please contact the school office for reservation information.

Job Opening - Bishop Rosecrans High School
Bishop Rosecrans High School, 1040 E. Main St., Zanesville, OH,
is seeking a 9th-12th grade Math teacher for the 2014-15 school
year. The assignment will include the following classes: Honors
Algebra and Geometry, AP Calculus, Advanced Math Topics, and
Algebra II/Trigonometry, Candidates should possess the appropriate teaching license (Ohio 7-12 Comprehensive Mathematics) ;
have a current BCI/FBI background check; submit proof of attendance for Protecting God's Children seminar; and have completed
the online teaching application for the Diocese of Columbus.
Please contact Principal Jennifer Mallett, by e-mailing resumes
and questions to jmallett@cdeducation.org.

Bishop Fenwick School
Bishop Fenwick is now scheduling appointments for Kindergarten
Screening. Screening will be held on April 10th & 11th. Please
call the school office to make an appointment.
Bishop Fenwick is looking for a part time Art
teacher and a part time Spanish teacher for 2014-15
school year. If you know of anyone who would be
interested in filling the position please visit the Diocese of Columbus website, www.cdeducation.org,
for details.

Second Collection: Catholic Relief Services on Sunday, March 30, 2014.

Parish News
RCIA
The initiation rites of the
RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation) on the third,
fourth, and fifth Sundays
of Lent that we celebrate
at the 10:30 a.m. Mass
don’t have the most comforting of names. On
these days we engage the elect in rites and prayers
called scrutinies and exorcisms. The first connotes
probing and critical examination of one’s life, and the
second—well, let’s just say many of us have had
nightmares because of what Hollywood thinks exorcisms look like. Yet if we understand the history of
these initiation rites, we’ll see that they are both more
pastoral and comforting than we may think.
Renewing the purpose
In the renewal of the initiation rites, the scrutiny is
meant not simply to critique and assess one’s readiness—remember that readiness was established at
the Rite of Election with the godparents’ testimony
and the bishop’s acceptance of the catechumens’
names. The purpose of each of the scrutinies is “to
uncover, then heal all that is weak, defective, or sinful
in the hearts of the elect” and “to bring out, then
strengthen all that is upright, strong, and
good” (RCIA, 141). The true pastoral sense of this
two-fold act of uncovering and strengthening is emphasized in the next sentence of 141: “For the scrutinies are celebrated in order to deliver the elect from
the power of sin and Satan, to protect them against
temptation, and to give them strength in Christ.” At its
core, the scrutinies are not about the sinfulness of the
elect but about the overwhelming grace of God in
Christ. The exorcisms are not fear-laden bouts with
Satan but are grace-filled encounters with the healing
power of the Spirit. Please keep those in the RCIA
process who are moving toward the Sacraments of
our Church in your prayers.

