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Lenten Parish Mission
This weekend begins our parish mission. Fr. Blau will
preach at all the weekend Masses. But that’s just to
draw you in. The real substance of the mission will
take place during the week, Monday through
Wednesday, to be exact. I’ve been advertising this in
the bulletin and speaking about it from the pulpit, and
I do hope a lot of people come. Please consider coming
to at least one night of the mission, even if you’re
busy. Make it part of that contribution of time and
attention you meant to give to God at the beginning
of Lent, and which you’ve pretty much given up on
by now. Just drive down to Church and set aside an
evening for God. All three evenings of the mission
would be even better—you’ll get the full picture that
way. Fr. Blau will be talking to us about putting off
old, bad habits and taking on new and good ones.
We’re creatures of habit, all of us. That’s simply a
fact. The question is whether those interior character
traits of ours will be the kind to set us free for a
deeper relationship with God and neighbor or the
kind to cramp and stymie us. Books on this topic are
very popular—though most stuff you can buy at bookstores on this is shallow, written in silly business
English, and with a utilitarian purpose, like “tips for
how to get ahead.” But all this self-help stuff is just a
faint echo of the real thing, ancient Christian wisdom
that teaches us we are a new creation now in Jesus
Christ, after his saving passion, death, and resurrection—but that we need to follow the Spirit’s lead by
imitating the Lord, acting nobly and abhorring evil,
praying in the Spirit to our Father. “Imitating Christ”
doesn’t mean physically mimicking him but taking on
his qualities of soul—those abiding powers that had
been formed in such a way as to enable him to relate
to the people he came to save in the way he did: with,
alternately, compassion, boldness, encouragement,
and just the right touch of anger. These excellences
are available to us who call upon the Father in the
Spirit to conform us to his Son, who are baptized into
his death and hope in his promise of resurrection, and
who receive his Body and Blood worthily and with
attention, reverence, and devotion. These qualities of
soul that spontaneously beget good actions are called

virtues; habits that beget bad actions and render goodness difficult for us are called vices. This is the topic
of Fr. Blau’s mission talks, and I daresay it’s the kind
of thing we all need to hear, or be reminded of.
Besides, parish missions are simply good for the
soul. Good the parish’s soul, and good for the souls of
those who come. I realize not everyone can come,
even to one night. Some people’s family obligations
don’t permit it, or perhaps their work schedules are
too onerous. But if you can come, please consider it,
even if you can’t make it for everything. There’s
something about simply setting aside time for the
Lord that is good for us to do—when we just make a
time commitment like that, we relinquish that time,
and mysteriously we become less avid, controlling
persons about other matters in our life, too. In an age
of people cramped by the demands of an often inhuman economic system and jobs that bind us, it’s a
good thing to let go and just give God the offering of
some uncompressed time. Think of it in just that way
and there’s no way you can go wrong: make that time
a gift of yourself to God. As no one outdoes God in
generosity, he will repay that offering, and richly. –
Fr. Peter

A note on the format for the retreat evenings. Fr. Blau will
begin the evening mission with the Rosary each evening, at 6:45. The conferences will then begin at 7:00,
followed by the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
and the sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). On
Wednesday evening, the last of the mission, we will
have coffee and dessert in Rosary Hall.

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
MARCH 30 2014, FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The Season of Lent
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Fast and Abstinence

Sacred Music

All Catholics 14 years and old are required to do a penance on every Friday of the year, unless it is a Solemnity. This penance is usually done by abstaining from
meat each Friday, but another penance may be substituted. In the season of Lent, Catholics 14 and older
must abstain from meat on the Fridays of Lent.
Additionally, on both Ash Wednesday and Good Friday (April 18), Catholics (18 to 59 years old) are required
to observe a fast. The Church also recommends (but
does not require) observing the fast on Holy Saturday.
The fast means eating only full one meal that day, although medicine and drink are allowed. The fast
should not endanger one’s health, and additional food
may be taken by those who are sick, as is reasonable.

Please don’t forget the performance of sacred chant and
polyphony in our church Sunday evening, April 6.
Kathleen Tully and the Saint Patrick’s Church schola
will be coming on April 6 to sing selections from Tenebrae, part of the liturgy of Holy Week. The service includes texts of Sacred Scripture (especially the Psalms
and the Lamentations of Jeremiah), plus antiphons and
motets written for the celebration of the Lord’s passion.
The concert will begin at 6:30 p.m., and probably last a
little less than an hour.

Sacrament of Penance
M, W, & F
W

11:15 a.m.—11:45 a.m.
7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. (Holy
Hour)
8:15 a.m.—8:45 a.m. &
4:15 p.m.—4:45 p.m.

Sat

Stations of the Cross

Fridays during Lent 7:00 p.m.
(Good Friday at noon)
Mission schedule

6:45 Rosary
7:00 Conference
following the conference, exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, and the offering of the sacrament of
Penance, as long as people remain for Confession
Wednesday evening please join us for a social
in Rosary Hall.

Thanks
Last week I failed to mention my thanks to everyone
who helped our Saint Patrick’s Day dinner such a wonderful success. It was sold out, and everyone seemed to
have a lovely evening. Thanks in particular to Robert
Householder (chef extraordinaire) and Melanie Von
Gunten for hours of set-up, as well as for the merry band
of dishwashers and floor-moppers who stayed late to
help make sure everything was put away tidily after the
event.

Lecture series
Our Lenten lecture series on Matthew Kelly’s Rediscover
Catholicism came to a close last night (as of this writing).
I believe it came off very well, though there were sadly
some empty seats. Those who came enjoyed the topics
discussed and the forum in which to discuss them.

Confession and the four “c’s”
Confession makes some people nervous. Let’s face it: it
should make us all a bit nervous. Even the saints detest naming their sins to another human being. But
maybe the task can be lightened by remembering a
handy mnemonic: in confessing our sins we should be
clear, concrete, concise and complete. Not vague, not
abstract, not too much narrative, yet not overly abbreviated. The point is, we shouldn’t be afraid of naming
our sins, because that’s the only way to be free of
them.

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
MARCH 30 2014, FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
2014 Lenten Parish Mission
March 30—April 2

Minerva Chasing The Vices From The Garden of Virtue. Andrea Mantegna. 1502

Virtues and Vices:
Seven habits of a highly successful people of God (and seven
deadly sins to avoid like the Plague)
Fr. Blau will preach at all Sunday Masses and give evening conferences
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Fr. Thomas Blau, O.P.
A native of Cleveland (Go Browns!), Fr. Thomas received his undergraduate degree from Akron University and M.A. in Theology from Franciscan University of Steubenville. Fr. Thomas
spent three years in the missions in Honduras and Guatemala. After a few months in Mexico,
he entered the Dominican novitiate in Cincinnati. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1999
and completed his S.T.L. degree (Licentiate in Sacred Theology) on the thought of Blessed John
Paul II. He has done a great deal of catechesis, apologetics, and campus ministry. He is currently chaplain at Ohio Dominican University in Columbus, and resides at St. Patrick’s.

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
MARCH 30 2014, FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, March 30
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
5:00 p.m.
Richard & Rita McCarty (+)
7:00 a.m.
People of the Parish
9:00 a.m.
Tom & Nancy Montgomery
10:30 a.m. Lillian Dudas (+)
Monday, March 31
8:05 a.m.
Floyd Denton (+)
Noon
John Baker (+)
Tuesday, April 1
8:05 a.m.
Betty Haren (+)
Wednesday, April 2
8:05 a.m.
Richard McCarty (+)
Noon
Fr. Jack Maynard (+)
Thursday, April 3
8:05 a.m.
Jeanette Harnetty (+)
Friday, April 4
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Barbara Frye (+)
Charles & Leota Schaumleffel & Family

Saturday, April 5
9:00 a.m.
Dr. Christian & Kara Tencza
Sunday, April 6
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
5:00 p.m.
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
7:00 a.m.
Dolores Heil (+)
9:00 a.m.
Dick Andrews (+)
10:30 a.m. Paul & Ruth Feicht (+)

A Lenten Prayer
Almighty and Everlasting God, You have given the human
race Jesus Christ our Savior as a model of humility.
He fulfilled your will by becoming man and giving his life on
the Cross. Help us to bear witness to You by following his example of suffering and make us worthy to share in his resurrection. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son.
Amen.

Our Father...
Mary, Mother of Jesus, you were Jesus’ gift for us from the
Cross. He gave you to us as our mother.
Intercede for all our needs.
Hail Mary...

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, March 30th
9:00 a.m. C.C.D. Classes
Monday, March 31st
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission
Tuesday, April 1st
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission
Wednesday, April 2nd
11:15 a.m. St. Monica Sodality
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission
Thursday, April 3rd
10:30 a.m. Ladies Prayer Group
Friday, April 4th
9:00 a.m. Quilters
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Youth Group
Sunday, March 30, 2014 - Kite Flying - Students will meet
at Mt. Olive Cemetery Shelter House. Bring your own kite
and string, or we will have some
available. Enjoy hotdogs and smores
over an open fire from 1-5:00 pm. If
the weather does not cooperate we
will go roller skating at the Linda
Arena, followed by a trip to Tom’s
Ice Cream, same time/same date.

Parish
Parish Finances
Finances
Week
2014
Week of
of March
January24,
5, 2014

Envelopes
Envelopes (276)
(248) ...........................................
........................................... $6,881.00
$8,974.00
Loose………..…………………………
868.00
Loose………..…………………………
605.05
Total
..........................
...…………………….
7,749.00
Total ............................……………………. 9,579.05
Weekly
Weekly Budget
Budget...........................................
........................................... 11,538.00
11,538.00
Deficit
..
.………………………………
.00
Deficit .………………………………… 3,789
1,958.95
“I solemnly assure you, unless the grain of wheat falls to the
“It dies,
is more
blessed
give of
than
to receive.”
earth and
it remains
justto
a grain
wheat.
But if it dies, it
produces much fruit.” St.Acts
John20:35
12:24
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Parish News
Job Opening - Bishop Rosecrans High School
Bishop Rosecrans High School, 1040 E. Main St., Zanesville,
OH, is seeking a 9th-12th grade Math teacher for the 2014-15
school year. The assignment will include the following
classes: Honors Algebra and Geometry, AP Calculus, Advanced Math Topics, and Algebra II/Trigonometry, Candidates should possess the appropriate teaching license (Ohio
7-12 Comprehensive Mathematics) ; have a current BCI/FBI
background check; submit proof of attendance for Protecting
God's Children seminar; and have completed the online
teaching application for the Diocese of Columbus.
Please contact Principal Jennifer Mallett, by e-mailing resumes and questions to jmallett@cdeducation.org.

Bishop Fenwick School
Bishop Fenwick is now scheduling appointments for Kindergarten Screening. Screening will be held on April 10th & 11th.
Please call the school office to make an appointment.
Bishop Fenwick is looking for a part time Art teacher and a
part time Spanish teacher for 2014-15 school year. If you
know of anyone who would be interested in filling the position please visit the Diocese of Columbus website,
www.cdeducation.org, for details.

Stations of the Cross
Since Lent is a penitential season of preparation for Easter, the
Stations of the Cross, which follow the path of Christ from Pontius Pilate's praetorium to Christ's tomb have been a popular devotion in parishes. In the 16th century, this pathway was officially
entitled the "Via Dolorosa" (Sorrowful Way) or simply Way of
the Cross or Stations of the
Cross.
This devotion has evolved over
time. Tradition holds that our
Blessed Mother visited daily the
scenes of our Lord's passion.
After Constantine legalized
Christianity in the year 312, this
pathway was marked with its
important stations. St. Jerome
(342-420), living in Bethlehem
during the later part of his life,
attested to the crowds of pilgrims from various countries who visited those holy places and
followed the Way of the Cross.

Interestingly, St. Sylvia, in her "Peregrination ad loca
sancta" (380), in which she described in great detail various religious practices, did not mention a particular practice or set of
prayers for following the stations; however, this omission does
not entail that pilgrims did not in fact follow the Way of the
Cross.
Actually, the devotion continued to grow in popularity. In the
fifth century, an interest developed in the Church to "reproduce"
the holy places in other areas so pilgrims who could not actually
travel to the Holy Land could do so in a devotional, spiritual way
in their hearts. For instance, St. Petronius, Bishop of Bologna,
constructed a group of chapels at the monastery of San Stefano,
which depicted the more important shrines of the Holy Land,
including several of the stations. (The same notion inspired the
building of the Franciscan Monastery in Washington, where one
can visit and see reproductions of the Bethlehem Chapel, the
tomb of our Lord, and other important shrines of the Holy Land.)
In 1342, the Franciscans were appointed as guardians of the
shrines of the Holy Land. The faithful received indulgences for
praying at the following stations: At Pilate's house, where Christ
met His mother, where He spoke to the women, where He met
Simon of Cyrene, where the soldiers stripped Him of His garments, where He was nailed to the cross, and at His tomb.
William Wey, an English pilgrim, visited the Holy Land in 1462,
and is credited with the term "stations." He described the manner
in which a pilgrim followed the steps of Christ. Prior to this time,
the path usually followed the reverse course of ours today-moving from Mount Calvary to Pilate's house. At this time, the
reverse — going from Pilate's house to Calvary — seems to have
taken hold.
When the Moslem Turks blocked the access to the Holy Land,
reproductions of the stations were erected at popular spiritual
centers, including the Dominican Friary at Cordova and Poor
Clare Convent of Messina (early 1400s); Nuremberg (1468);
Louvain (1505); Bamberg, Fribourg and Rhodes (1507); and
Antwerp 1520). Many of these stations were reproduced by renowned artists and are considered masterpieces today. By 1587,
Zuallardo reported that the Moslems forbade anyone "to make
any halt, nor to pay veneration to [the stations] with uncovered
head, nor to make any other demonstration," basically suppressing this devotion in the Holy Land. Nevertheless, the devotion
continued to grow in popularity in Europe.

