
          St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
               MAY 11, 2014, FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

 

Mary’s Month 
May is the month especially dedicated to the Blessed 
Mother. It’s her month. Why May? Maybe because it’s 
the quintessentially springtime month—April showers 
bringing May flowers, etc. This wretched winter we’re 
just emerging from wouldn’t even let us have any reli-
able springtime until this month, after all. Less than one 
month ago we were still having snow and cold. The new 
life of spring each year is something beautiful—
something maternal—and Mary the Mother of Jesus is 
mother to all of us disciples, too. (Mother’s Day is cele-
brated in May, too, without being rooted in Christian-
ity—we might ask why the makers of Mother’s Day de-
cided to schedule it for this month.) 
    It’ a month when all over the world images of the 
Blessed Virgin are reverenced in May crownings, with 
young girls placing tiaras woven of flowers atop statues 
of Mary. May also follows Lent, and it would be hard to 
be festive during Lent. The Church sings the Regina coeli 
throughout Easter, in place of the Angelus: 
 

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia! 
For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia! 
Has risen as he said, alleluia! 
Pray for us to God, O Virgin Mary, alleluia! 
Because the Lord is truly risen, alleluia! 
 

    We’re Mary’s children, and after Easter we’re given 
this prayer to say, where we imitate little children who 
want to dry their mother’s tears: Queen of heaven, rejoice! 
As if to say, Be happy, mommy! Don’t cry! Look, Jesus is 
risen! He’s here! It would be just too sentimental until we 
realize that it’s actually we who need this encourage-
ment, not Mary. She has been body in soul in heaven 
with Jesus for nearly 2,000 years now, and yet we say 
this prayer even now, as if we’re informing her of the 
resurrection. But don’t mothers accept gratefully all 
kinds of un-needed things from their children, simply 
because they’re done out of love? Like a wilting bouquet 
of dandelions (roots and all) shoved in mommy’s face. 
Or “help” with cleaning the house, or that masterpiece 
in Sharpie on the wall between the bathroom and the 
linen closet. And who could forget breakfast on bed 
(you read that right). Mother’s love things that the rest 
might not be so apt to appreciate simply because of the 
love of their children fumbling to do something beauti-
ful for mom. Love is only repaid in love. Mothers want 
their children’s love; they don’t want anything else. And 

the Blessed Mother is no different in this regard, it’s a 
good thing for us: what could we give her, other than 
that? She has heaven, and heaven’s God. She wants for 
nothing.  
    We can learn something about the nature of love it-
self from mothers, and especially from the Blessed 
Mother. All personal love desires a return, or else it’s 
hardly worthy of the name “love.” Nothing is as devas-
tating, and the stuff of tragic stories, as unrequited love. 
Any of us can understand this from our own experience. 
What’s perhaps most unexpected for us is that God 
wants our love. Why would he want that, immense and 
sovereign Lord that he is? Because he is Love itself. We 
shouldn’t project a God in our own image, for God does-
n’t have hurt feelings when we fail to love him in re-
turn. But he does desire our love in return for the eternal 
love he shows us. It’s true, some demands for love are 
themselves immature and unloving. Think of the nar-
cissist in your world. That’s not what we’re talking 
about here. We’re talking about authentic, self-giving 
and self-sacrificing love. Contrary to some modern no-
tions, true love is not stoic or indifferent to the return it 
receives. Indeed, indifference is a greater enemy of love 
than hatred. We might expect God to be blithely aloof 
to whether and how we love him (this is actually a com-
mon opinion held by ancient pagans), but he proves he 
is anything but indifferent to us by the sending of his 
Son and Spirit into the world for our salvation. If God’s 
love demands a response—even though our love can lit-
erally do nothing for him—then we must love each 
other.  
    Of all creatures, Mary is the most sublime. Lower 
than the angels by nature, she exceeds them all by gifts 
of grace. She is, as the Litany of Loreto says, Mother, 
Virgin, and Queen, the refuge of sinners, comforter of 
the afflicted. Above all these titles of hers the most dear 
to her (and to us) is Mother. Her nearness to God gives 
her a compassion and a patience with us poor folk that is 
rivaled only by that of God himself. Her sinlessness and 
holiness actually make her more merciful and sympa-
thetic to us, not less. Holiness and love are concomitant 
with each other, and are in fact the same thing. We’re 
the ones who are harsh judges, not the saints of God, 
and certainly not the Blessed Mother, and least of all, 
God. How weird things seem through our eyes. Let’s 
ask Mary to help us know and love, and even to feel, as 
she did. She’s our Mother. She loves us. Oremus pro in-
vicem, alleluia alleluia!  —Fr. Peter 
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Lovely Lady Dressed in Blue 
 

Lovely Lady dressed in blue ----  
Teach me how to pray!  
God was just your little boy,  
Tell me what to say! 
Did you lift Him up, sometimes,  
Gently on your knee?  

Did you sing to Him the way  

Mother does to me? 

Did you hold His hand at night?  

Did you ever try  

Telling stories of the world?  

O! And did He cry? 

Do you really think He cares  

If I tell Him things ---- 
Little things that happen? And  

Do the Angels' wings 

Make a noise? And can He hear  

Me if I speak low?  

Does He understand me now?  

Tell me ----for you know. 
Lovely Lady dressed in blue ----  
Teach me how to pray!  
God was just your little boy,  
And you know the way. 

Blessed Imelda Lambertini  (1322-1333) 

Feast day - May 13 Patron of a fervent First 

Holy Communion 

 

Blessed Imelda offers a charming study in child sanctity. It was on the 

occasion of her fifth birthday that Imelda asked her pious parents if 

she also could receive communion. She already possessed a love of 

Christ, but she was far too young. With an understanding of what 

communion really means, she wondered aloud: 

 

“Tell me, can anyone receive Jesus into his heart and not die?” 

 

At the early age of nine she entered the Dominican convent near 

Bologna. The one great desire of her life in those days was to receive 

within her breast her sacramental God. Custom had established the 

age of twelve as the proper time for little ones to receive First Holy 

Communion, and the convent chaplain would not listen to a sug-

gested deviation from this rule. Frequently did the child beseech her 

confessor for permission to approach the divine banquet table, only 

to be refused. 
 

On May the 12th, 1333, the vigil of the Ascension, the community 

partook of the Eucharist in a body, leaving Imelda alone in her choir 

stall. Her frail body shook with emotion, tears flowed down her babe

-like face, and with a voice that trembled with grief she asked to be 

fed upon the Body of her Lord. No attention was paid to her. The 

Mass came to a close. The religious left the choir. But Imelda re-

mained behind uncomforted. 
 

Suddenly a sweet fragrance, as of roses, filled the air and was seem-

ingly wafted throughout the monastery. The nuns, tracing its source, 

returned to the chapel, and there, to their astonishment, beheld a 

Sacred Host suspended in the air above the head of the weeping 

maiden. The priest who had just celebrated Mass came, paten in 

hand, and, with holy impatience, awaited developments. The Host 

slowly descended, rested on the paten, and from the hands of the 

chaplain Imelda received her Eucharistic God. 

 

The transport of love which took possession of her little heart at this 

longed-for moment was too great for a finite being. 

Imelda died in the state of ecstasy in sheer joy and made her thanks-

giving for First Holy Communion among the angels in Heaven. 

 
The cultus of this young Blessed has grown so popular that a confra-
ternity for First Communicants has been established in her honor, 
and the last Eucharistic Congress held in Bergamo passed a resolu-
tion petitioning for her solemn canonization. Her incorrupt body can 
be seen in the Church of San Sigismondo in Bologna. 

 
Know Your Dominican Saints 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday, May 11   FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 5:00 p.m. Marylu McDonald (+) 

   7:00 a.m. Eleanor Teeters(+) 
         9:00 a.m. People of the Parish 
         10:30 a.m. Ryan & Tom Montgomery (+)    

 

Mon, May 12  

 8:05 a.m. Jeanette Harnetty (+) 

 Noon Lillian Dudas (+)    
 

Tue, May 13 Our Lady of Fatima (M) 

 8:05 a.m. Joe Jamiolkowski (+) 
 

Wed, May 14 ST. MATTHIAS, APOSTLE (F) 

 8:05 a.m. Fr. Luke Turon O.P. (+) 

 Noon Clement & Olive Mattingly  (+) 

 
Thu, May 15 

 8:05 a.m. Lillian Dudas  (+) 

 
Fri, May 16 

 8:05 a.m. Suzanne Hanifan (+) 

 Noon Ralph Murphy (+) 

 

Sat, May 17  

 9:00 a.m. Leo Burkhart (+) 

 10:00 a.m. Rosta Family  

 

Sunday, May 18   FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  5:00 p.m. Peg Mattingly (+) 

 7:00 a.m. J.H.   

 9:00 a.m. People of the Parish   
 10:30 a.m. Dick Andrews (+) 

 

Sunday, May 11th  

Happy Mother’s Day 

9:00 a.m. C.C.D. Classes  

Monday, May 12th 

7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group 

7:00 p.m. R.C.I.A. 

Tuesday, May 13th 

6:00 p.m.  Rosary For Life 

Wednesday, May 14th 
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition 

 Thursday,  May 15th 

10:30 a.m. Ladies Prayer  Group 

Friday,  May 16th 

9:00 a.m.   Quilters  
 

Weekly Calendar 

Guidelines for the reception of Holy Communion 
 For Catholics 
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of 
the Eucharist when we receive Holy Communion. We 
are encouraged to receive devoutly and frequently. In 
order to be properly disposed to receive Communion, 
participants should not be conscious of grave sin and 
normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who 
is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and 
Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession 
except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity 
for confession. In this case, the person is to be mindful 
of the obligation to make a perfect act of contrition, in-
cluding the intention of confessing as soon as possible 
(Code of Canon Law, c. 916).  A frequent reception of the 
Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all. 
 For our fellow Christians 
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of 
the Eucharist as our brothers and sisters. We pray that 
our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit 
in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and 
begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us. We 
pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keep-
ing with Christ’s prayer for us “that they may all be 
one” (John 17: 21). … 
 For those not receiving Holy Communion 
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encour-
aged to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for 
unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another. 
 For non-Christians 
We also welcome to this celebration those who do 
not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While we can-
not admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them 
to offer their prayers for the peace and unity of the 
human family. 
 
Copyright 1996, United States Catholic Conference. All rights 
reserved.  

Parish Finances 

Week of May  5,  2014 
Envelopes (292) ......................................... $12,018.00 
Loose………..…………………………             986.00 
Total ............................……………………. 13,004.00 
Weekly Budget ...........................................  11,538.00    

Surplus .………………………………    1,466.00 
                                 Thank You  
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Closet Cluttered With Unused Fabric 
Please donate fabric, and help us clothe the naked. We are 
sewing girls’ dresses and boys’ shorts for international distri-
bution (Cross Catholic Outreach) to impoverished children 
who have little or NO clothing.  Durable dress fabric and 
denim or other sturdy fabrics for boys’ shorts gratefully ac-
cepted; donated fabrics may be placed in marked boxes lo-
cated in the back of the church and on a table at the back 
wall of the basement, beginning May 10th. For more informa-
tion, call Beth (740-327-9107) or Nancy (740-828-9692). 
Thank You! 
 

BRHS Retiree Open House 
We will have a Retirees’ Open House on Sunday May 18, 2014 
from 1-3pm in Rosecrans for the following people: Mr. John 
Hohman, Mrs. June Zink, Mrs. Judy King, Mr. Mark Dosch, 
and Mr. James Slack.  Please join us in celebrating the years 
of service these people have given to make our school great! 
~ Jennifer Mallett, Principal 
 

Eastside Community Ministry 
Free fresh produce market for low income households Wed., 
May 21, from 3-5pm in ECM parking lot.  Please bring your 
own bags and/or boxes. Rain or shine. 
 

Join Faith on Tap, Zanesville’s young adult group, on 

Monday, May 12 starting at 6pm for Mexican food and good 
company. Bring a Mexican dish to share and also a beverage 
if you would like. Please contact Mary Clare Piecynski at  
writemaryc@hotmail.com or 221-4786) for location details, or 
check out our Facebook group ”Faith on Tap - Zanesville” for 
more information. 
 

Paper Bag Drive 
St. Vincent De Paul Society is collecting paper bags for St. Law-

rence Haven in Columbus. Please drop off your bags during the 

month of May in Rosary Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Parish Life Parish Life 

Daughters of Isabella 

Fidelis Regina Chapter #586 
Please join Catholic women of St. Thomas and St. Nicholas at 

6:00 pm on Tuesday, May 13th at the St. Nicholas Parish Office 

building for an informational meeting (use Silliman St. en-

trance) . The Daughters of Isabella of Zanesville have a long 

history of doing the Lord’s work and want to include more 

women. The group is currently trying to revitalize the local chap-

ter. Please join us May 13 for more information. 

 

The 10th Annual BiblioBenefit 
The 10th Annual BiblioBenefit will be held on Friday, May 
16, 2014 from 7:00 - 10:00 pm at St. Andrew’s Church/Nugent 
Hall, 1899 McCoy Rd., Columbus. The cost is $50 per person, 
which includes an elegant buffet dinner, cash bar, raffle 
items and entertainment. For reservations, please send 
name, address, phone number, the number of people at-
tending, along with your check payable to J.O.I.N., to 578 E 
Main St, Columbus OH 43215, Attn: Alice Heller, by Friday , 
May 9th. 

 

Sacred Music Workshops 
On Monday, May 19th, Father Hayes will give a workshop from 

7:00 - 9:00 pm on “The History of Church Singing.” Refresh-

ments will be provided. 

 

On Saturday, May 31st, Kathleen Tully (choir director at St. Pat-

rick’s) will give a workshop on Sacred Music from 10:00 a.m.– 

Noon. Come and participate in these enriching opportunities that 

will help us to enter more deeply in to the sacred liturgy. 

 

Congratulations April Mania Winners 
Bishop Rosecrans would like to congratulate our Mania win-
ners: Fr. Ralko, Lori Moyer, Mike Andrews, George Dosch, 
Steve Dillon, Charlie White, Ed Middaugh, Bob Thompson, 
Bernie Kuhn. and Bob & Shirley Neal. Thank you for sup-
porting the Athletic Boosters. 
 

              Happy Mother’s Day 

 

The Dominican Fathers and 

The Staff of St. Thomas  

Aquinas Church wish all 

Mother’s a Special and Blessed 

Mothers Day! 

Natural Family Planning  
99% Effective.  100% Natural. 
Natural Family Planning (NFP) methods are up to 99% 

effective for postponing or spacing pregnancy and are com-

pletely natural – no pills, patches or devices.  Diocesan 

NFP Classes start next week at Our Lady of Peace, Colum-

bus, and St. Mary, Delaware.  For information and class 

schedule, go to FamilyLife.colsdioc.org, or contact Jennifer 

at jfullin@colsdioc.org, 614.241.2560.    

mailto:FamilyLife.colsdioc.org
mailto:jfullin@colsdioc.org
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Family Night with the Clippers 
Catholic Family Night with the Columbus Clippers will be 
held on Thursday, May 29. We invite all of you to join us as 
the Clippers take on the Charlotte Knights. Family Admis-
sion admits 2 adults and up to 4 youths age 18 and under for 
one low price. To order tickets go to www.cdeducation.org/
rec and click on Catholic Family Night for more informa-
tion. 
 

Diocesan Senior Citizens’ Day Celebration 
The 37th annual Diocesan Senior Citizens’ Day Celebration is 
Tuesday, June 3, 2014, at Immaculate Conception Church, 
414 E. North Broadway, Columbus.  Bishop Frederick F. 
Campbell will celebrate Mass at 10:30 a.m.  Mass will be fol-
lowed by a luncheon.  Registration for the celebration is 
$10.  This annual event is a great opportunity to meet with 
seniors from around the Catholic Diocese of Columbus.  To 
register, please send a check payable to the Office for Social 
Concerns, Catholic Diocese of Columbus, 197 E. Gay Street, 
Columbus, Ohio  43215.  For questions, call (614) 241-2540 or 
email at socmailbox@colsdioc.org.  Registrations are re-
quested by May 30. 

 

Muskingum Valley Right to Life Group 
Muskingum Valley Right to Life Group will be traveling to the 

abortion mill on Broad Street in Columbus on Saturday morning, 

May 17th to pray the Rosary with a group from St. Patrick’s 

Church. Our departure time is 6:30 am. If you’re interested in 

going you may contact Helen at 454-7529 or Bernie Kuhn at  

454-1882. 

 
 
 

Parish Festival 

 

 

Catholic  Community News &  Events 

As almost everyone in these here parts knows, we have a 
parish festival around the corner. In just a month, to be 
exact. This is our big yearly fundraiser for tuition subsi-
dies at Bishop Fenwick School.  
    But there’s a problem, and it’s been slowly growing for 
years (from what I’m told). It’s the low level of participa-
tion from parents who expect school subsidies. It causes a 
big problem of parish and school morale, and it also 
causes a diminished intake from the festival. There’s a 
common saying in parishes: twenty percent of the people 
do eighty percent of the work. I’ve seen it myself here at 
Saint Thomas Aquinas. Any time there’s a parish event, 
it’s the same few people who pitch in to do set up and 
take down, mop the floors, prepare the food, and so on. 
It’s demoralizing. And in the case of a fundraiser that is 
meant to benefit those who won’t participate, it’s worse 
than demoralizing. It can cause resentment. So, I’d like to 
invite everyone in the parish to help with the festival, 
especially those families who have applied for school sub-
sidies next year.  
    Of course, there are some families that already do vol-
unteer work throughout the year at the parish, and who 
are making generous contributions to the Sunday collec-
tion (the “twenty percent” I mentioned above). Such peo-
ple are of course welcome to help out at the festival as 
well. But I’m really going to be looking forward to the 
eager participation of those families who are...well...not 
quite as engaged in parish events. The school faculty will 
be there. Your pastor will be there. Please be there your-
selves, too. I’ve recently approved a large stack of subsidy 
petitions. I’m happy to do this, as long as people aren’t 
gaming the system and letting others do all the heavy lift-
ing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

Festival News   
The St. Thomas Festival will be held June 12, 13, and 14. Our 
entertainment for this year has been confirmed: Thursday – 
Matt Frampton and the New Framptones; Friday – HB7;  and 
Saturday night – an exclusive reunion of the popular T-
Birds!! Please remember to purchase your game tickets in 
advance for the St. Thomas Festival. Family –Pak deal is 30 
game tickets for $10. Fill out the form in your bulletin or you 
may pick up a copy at the entrances of the church. Please 
return with your payment to Bishop Fenwick School office. 

mailto:socmailbox@colsdioc.org

