St. Thomas Aquinas Church
MAY 18, 2014, FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
[Dear parishioners, Here is Pope Francis’ homily from the
In these two men, who looked upon the wounds of
Mass of canonization for Popes John XXIII and John Paul II, Christ and bore witness to his mercy, there dwelt a livthe 2nd Sunday of Easter, May 27, 2014. —Fr. Peter]
ing hope and an indescribable and glorious joy (1 Pet 1:3, 8).
The hope and the joy which the risen Christ bestows on
his disciples, the hope and the joy which nothing and no
At the heart of this Sunday, which concludes the Ocone can take from them. The hope and joy of Easter,
tave of Easter and which Saint John Paul II wished to
forged in the crucible of self-denial, self-emptying, utter
dedicate to Divine Mercy, are the glorious wounds of the
identification with sinners, even to the point of disgust
risen Jesus.
at the bitterness of that chalice. Such were the hope and
He had already shown those wounds when he first
appeared to the Apostles on the very evening of that day the joy which these two holy popes had received as a
following the Sabbath, the day of the resurrection. But, gift from the risen Lord and which they in turn bestowed in abundance upon the People of God, meriting
as we have heard, Thomas was not there that evening,
our eternal gratitude.
and when the others told him that they had seen the
This hope and this joy were palpable in the earliest
Lord, he replied that unless he himself saw and touched
those wounds, he would not believe. A week later, Jesus community of believers, in Jerusalem, as we have heard in
appeared once more to the disciples gathered in the Up- the Acts of the Apostles (cf. 2:42-47). It was a community which lived the heart of the Gospel, love and mercy,
per Room. Thomas was also present; Jesus turned to
him and told him to touch his wounds. Whereupon that in simplicity and fraternity.
This is also the image of the Church which the Secman, so straightforward and accustomed to testing eveond Vatican Council set before us. John XXIII and
rything personally, knelt before Jesus with the words:
John Paul II cooperated withthe Holy Spirit in renewing
“My Lord and my God!” (Jn 20:28).
The wound of Jesus are a scandal, a stumbling block for and updating the Church in keeping with her pristine features,
faith, yet they are also the test of faith. That is why on the those features which the saints have given her throughout the centuries. Let us not forget that it is the saints
body of the risen Christ the wounds never pass away:
they remain, for those wounds are the enduring sign of who give direction and growth to the Church. In conGod’s love for us. They are essential for believing in God. vening the Council, Saint John XXIII showed an exquiNot for believing that God exists, but for believing that site openness to the Holy Spirit. He let himself be led and
he was for the Church a pastor, a servant-leader, guided
God is love, mercy, and faithfulness. Saint Peter, quoting
by the Holy Spirit. This was his great service to the
Isaiah, writes to Christians: “by his wounds you have
Church; for this reason I like to think of him as the pope
been healed” (1 Pet 2:24, cf. Is 53:5).
of openness to the Holy Spirit.
Saint John XXIII and Saint John Paul II were not
In his own service to the People of God, Saint John
afraid to look upon the wounds of Jesus, to touch his torn
hands and his pierced side. They were not ashamed of the Paul II was the pope of the family. He himself once said
flesh of Christ, they were not scandalized by him, by his that he wanted to be remembered as the pope of the
cross; they did not despise the flesh of their brother (cf. family. I am particularly happy to point this out as we
Is 58:7), because they saw Jesus in every person who suf- are in the process of journeying with families towards the
Synod on the family. It is surely a journey which, from his
fers and struggles. These were two men of courage,
place in heaven, he guides and sustains.
filled with the parrhesia [boldness] of the Holy Spirit,
May these two saints and shepherds of God’s people
and they bore witness before the Church and the world
intercede for the Church, so that during this two-year
to God’s goodness and mercy.
journey toward the Synod she may be open to the Holy
They were priests, and bishops and popes of the
twentieth century. They lived through the tragic events Spirit in pastoral service to the family. May both of
them teach us not to be scandalized by the wounds of
of that century, but they were not overwhelmed by
Christ and to enter ever more deeply into the mystery
them. For them, God was more powerful; faith was
of divine mercy, which always hopes and always formore powerful—faith in Jesus Christ the Redeemer of
man and the Lord of history; the mercy of God, shown gives, because it always loves.
by those five wounds, was more powerful; and more
powerful too was the closeness of Mary our Mother.
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part 1
Beginnings
Roman Catholics were few in number at the birth of our nation. They only numbered about six-tenths of one percent – 25,000 out of
4,000,000 of the population. Most were located in Maryland and Pennsylvania, and it was a son of Maryland that was the lone Catholic
signer of the Declaration of Independence – Charles Carroll. The American Revolution changed political and religious matters in the
colonies for all time. The body of priests that were ministering in the newly independent nation decided that the time was right to seek a
national status for the Catholic Church in America. Rome was petitioned to establish an episcopal see in the United
States with its bishop to be chosen by those priests who were serving here. The pope granted the request and John
Carroll (Charles Carroll’s brother), who had been the mission superior of the priests in the colonies became the first
bishop in the United States in 1789, with his see at Baltimore. This decision by Rome allowed the Catholic Church
in America to have a larger share in local decision-making. Many Dominican missionaries from the European provinces served under him. Soon after the Revolutionary War ended, two great migrations swept the new nation.
The treaty that ended America’s War for Independence clarified American claims to vast territories and bounty lands
outside the original thirteen colonies. Large numbers from the eastern seaboard began to cross the mountains into
Tennessee, Kentucky and the Northwest Territory (i.e., the territory north and west of the Ohio River). The next factor was an increased immigration from Europe into the United States, which started as a trickle, but soon became a flood.
Ohio, the first state of the "Old Northwest," received a number of persons from the east coast and others from Europe. Catholics were
still few in number and scattered. Although Mass had been celebrated as early as 1749 by missionaries to Native American Indians in
the northern part of the present state of Ohio and later in the century in the colony at Gallipolis, the first permanent Catholic community
in Ohio was centered around Somerset. In September 1808, a lone horseman was traveling along Zane’s Trace in search of a Catholic
household whose members longed for the Sacraments and presence of the Catholic Church. It was close to the feast of St. Michael the
Archangel, while traveling from Kentucky to the East, that the traveler led his horse out of New Lancaster and entered the high land between the Hocking and Muskingum valleys.
The traveler was Father Edward Dominic Fenwick of the Order of Preachers, a Dominican priest, who had been
asked by Bishop Carroll to search for Jacob Dittoe, a settler from Pennsylvania who had written the bishop several
times, asking for the comforts of a priest. When Fr. Fenwick reached New Lancaster, he was told that Mr. Dittoe
had moved some fifteen miles eastward along the Trace. The road was not well-marked and Fr. Fenwick was lost.
He then heard the sharp crack of an ax, and determined to follow the sound. Fr. Fenwick came to a clearing and the
Dittoes new cabin. Father Fenwick was met with such strong joy and emotion, that afterward, he was unable to relate the story without tears in his own eyes upon remembering the incident. The three German-Catholic families in
the vicinity, the Dittoes and their kinsfolk named Fink gathered for confessions, Baptisms and Mass. This meeting
of Fr. Fenwick and the people was the beginning of the labors of the Apostle of Ohio and the birth of the Catholic
Church in Ohio.
Father (later Bishop) Edward Dominic Fenwick -- visited that area and returned periodically to the small group of Catholics. A log
Church, the first Catholic Church in Ohio, was dedicated by Father Fenwick and Father Nicholas Dominic Young, O.P., his nephew and
co-worker, on December 6, 1818. The church building was constructed on land donated to the Dominican Friars by the Dittoe and Fink
families. The church was named in honor of Saint Joseph, the patron of the Universal Church and special patron of the Dominican Order
in America.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, May 18
5:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Peg Mattingly (+)
J.H.
People of the Parish
Dick Andrews (+)

Mon, May 19
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Andrea Musselman Scott (+)
Ralph Murphy (+)

Tue, May 20
8:05 a.m.

Edwin Sawyers (+)

Wed, May 21
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Beverly McLoughlin (+)
Carole Donnelly (+)

Thu, May 22
8:05 a.m.

Don Frame & Family

Fri, May 23
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Fr. Luke Turon, O.P. (+)
Lawrence McNally (+)

Sat, May 24
9:00 a.m.

Marlan & Mary Jane Withers & Family (+)

Sunday, May 25
5:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+)
Herb & Myrtle Durant & Family
People of the Parish
Dick Andrews (+)

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, May 18th
Monday, May 19th
7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group
7:00 p.m. R.C.I.A.7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. The History of Church Singing
Tuesday, May 20th
6:00 p.m. Rosary For Life
7:00 p.m. Lecture Series: Sacraments
Wednesday, May 21st
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
Thursday, May 22nd
10:30 a.m. Ladies Prayer Group
Friday, May 23rd
9:00 a.m. Quilters

Guidelines for the reception of Holy Communion
For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of
the Eucharist when we receive Holy Communion. We
are encouraged to receive devoutly and frequently. In
order to be properly disposed to receive Communion,
participants should not be conscious of grave sin and
normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who
is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and
Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession
except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity
for confession. In this case, the person is to be mindful
of the obligation to make a perfect act of contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible
(Code of Canon Law, c. 916). A frequent reception of the
Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.
For our fellow Christians
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of
the Eucharist as our brothers and sisters. We pray that
our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit
in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and
begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us. We
pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s prayer for us “that they may all be
one” (John 17: 21). …
For those not receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for

unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.
For non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do
not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them
to offer their prayers for the peace and unity of the
human family.
Copyright 1996, United States Catholic Conference. All rights
reserved.

Parish Finances
Week of May 12, 2014
Envelopes (258) ........................................... $8,012.00
Loose………..…………………………
814.67
Total ..............................……………………. 8,826.67
Weekly Budget ........................................... 11,538.00
Deficit .………………………………
2,711.33
Easter ………………………………………..6,112.00
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Know Your Dominican Saints
KNOW YOUR DOMINICAN SAINTS

Congratulations
Congratulations to these children who have received their
First Holy Communion this year, May 10, 2014:

May 21
Blessed Columba of Rieti - Sister and Virgin
Blessed Columba was born in Rieti, Italy
in 1467. She was clothed with the habit
of the Sisters of Penance at Rieti. Following in the footsteps of Saint Catherine of Siena, she showed an admirable
charity towards the poor, the sick and
the dying. In Perugia she founded a convent of sisters where she made profession and became prioress in 1490. There
she was noted for her work of reconciliation for which she received the name
“Dove of Peace.” She died there on the
feast of the Ascension, May 20, 1501.

May 21

Jaden France
Taylor Stevens
Elle Folden
David Thornton
Abbey Hughes
Rachel Tipton
Grady Labishak
Andrew Vannorsdall
Rachel Lowe
Matthew Vascura
Avery Maxwell
Kendall Wagner
Connor Olney
Lyndee Wahl
Steven Porter
Brendan Wilden

Blessed Hyacinthe Cormier - Friar, Priest, Master of the Order

Blessed Cormier, the seventy-sixth
Master General of the Dominican Order, was born in Orleans on December
18, 1832. He entered the Seminary of
Orleans and was ordained on May 17,
1856 by Bishop Dupanloup. He chose
the Dominican Order following the example of Blessed Agnes de Lagneac,
O.P. to whom he attributed his vocation. His charity was universal. It was
said of him; "he gives peace to everything he touches." In the Order or outside it, he was a man
of God, son of Dominic, and an artisan of peace. He was
also a faithful interpreter of the mind and directives of the
Church during the difficult time of "Modernism". At the end
of his mandate as Master General, he retired to Saint Clement in Rome where he died a few months later on December
17, 1916.

Choir Rehearsal
We are excited to offer an opportunity for a temporary commitment to sing in the choir. The choir will be singing at the 10:30
Mass for the last three great feasts of the season:
June 8, Pentecost
June 15, Trinity Sunday
June 22, Corpus Christi
All are welcome to participate in this opportunity to make beautiful music for the glory of God. We would like to prepare a few
special pieces to deepen our celebration of these sacred feasts.
Rehearsals will be on Monday nights from 5:30 - 7:00 pm in the
Church. There will be four rehearsals: May 29, (Thursday because of Memorial Day) June 2, June 9, and June 16. A commitment to at least three of the four rehearsals is required. Please
call Christina Schubert at 221-9369 or email …
“cshubert@catholic.org” to register. Participation is open to high
school age and can be credited towards volunteer service hours.
Light refreshments will follow the first and last rehearsals, providing some social time to renew old friendships and foster new
ones.
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Parish Life
Closet Cluttered With Unused Fabric
Please donate fabric, and help us clothe the naked. We are
sewing girls’ dresses and boys’ shorts for international distribution (Cross Catholic Outreach) to impoverished children
who have little or NO clothing. Durable dress fabric and
denim or other sturdy fabrics for boys’ shorts gratefully accepted; donated fabrics may be placed in marked boxes located in the back of the church and on a table at the back
wall of the basement, beginning May 10th. For more information, call Beth (740-327-9107) or Nancy (740-828-9692).
Thank You!

The Knights of Columbus
On Sunday May 18th, the Knights of
Columbus will be offering a home
cooked breakfast in Rosary Hall after all
Masses. There is no cost for the breakfast however, funds from the breakfast
will help support Joseph Horn - Saint
Thomas parishioner and a member of the Parish Knights of
Columbus Council. Joey is leaving to serve for one year as
a missionary for the National Evangelistic Teams (NET).
NET is a traveling youth ministry for high schools students.
The Missionaries need to raise $5000 to help off-set the
costs of their care. Come out and support this great cause.

Sacred Music Workshops
On Monday, May 19th, Father Hayes will give a workshop from
7:00 - 9:00 pm on “The History of Church Singing.” Refreshments will be provided.
On Saturday, May 31st, Kathleen Tully (choir director at St.
Patrick’s) will give a workshop on Sacred Music from 10:00 a.m.
– Noon. Come and participate in these enriching opportunities
that will help us to enter more deeply in to the sacred liturgy.

Eastside Community Ministry
Free fresh produce market for low income households Wed.,
May 21, from 3-5pm in ECM parking lot. Please bring your
own bags and/or boxes. Rain or shine.

“Protecting God’s Children”
A “Protecting God’s Children” session has been schedule for
Monday evening June 9th at 6 p.m. in the Parish Center.
This session is required for employees of the Diocese, Parish
and school, as well as for any volunteers. Pre-registration is
required by going on-line to www.virtus.org and following
the registration prompts. If you have any questions or problems registering, please call Melanie Von Gunten at 453-3301,

extension 15.

Catholic Community News & Events
Family Night with the Clippers
Catholic Family Night with the Columbus
Clippers will be held on Thursday, May 29.
We invite all of you to join us as the Clippers
take on the Charlotte Knights. Family Admission admits 2 adults and up to 4 youths age 18
and under for one low price. To order tickets
go to www.cdeducation.org/rec and click on
Catholic Family Night for more information.

Diocesan Senior Citizens’ Day Celebration
The 37th annual Diocesan Senior Citizens’ Day Celebration is
Tuesday, June 3, 2014, at Immaculate Conception Church,
414 E. North Broadway, Columbus. Bishop Frederick F.
Campbell will celebrate Mass at 10:30 a.m. Mass will be followed by a luncheon. Registration for the celebration is
$10. This annual event is a great opportunity to meet with
seniors from around the Catholic Diocese of Columbus. To
register, please send a check payable to the Office for Social
Concerns, Catholic Diocese of Columbus, 197 E. Gay Street,
Columbus, Ohio 43215. For questions, call (614) 241-2540 or
email at socmailbox@colsdioc.org. Registrations are requested by May 30.

BRHS Retiree Open House
We will have a Retirees’ Open House on Sunday May 18,
2014 from 1-3pm in Rosecrans for the following people: Mr.
John Hohman, Mrs. June Zink, Mrs. Judy King, Mr. Mark
Dosch, and Mr. James Slack. Please join us in celebrating
the years of service these people have given to make our
school great!
~ Jennifer Mallett, Principal

St. Thomas Festival
The St. Thomas Festival will be held June 12, 13, and 14. Our
entertainment for this year has been confirmed: Thursday –
Matt Frampton and the New Framptones; Friday –
HB7; and Saturday night – an exclusive reunion of the
popular T-Birds!! Come out and support our great festival
which supports our students who attend Bishop Fenwick.
Lot of great games, bingo, fun, fellowship and great food.
Don’t forget to purchase your game tickets for your child,
and turn those volunteer forms in. Half and half and Quilt
Raffle tickets will be in the bulletin soon. Please keep in
mind this supports our children. Our festival will be successful if you attend!

