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Veni, Sancte Spiritus
Today we celebrate Pentecost, the “fifty-day” mark
since the resurrection of the Lord, and the sending of the
Holy Spirit upon the Church. It also brings to a close the
great liturgical season of Easter (Pentecost used to have its
own octave, but no longer).
Bishop Campbell reminded me of something very important the other day when he was here for our Mass of
Confirmation. He said that the sacrament of Confirmation
is more about Jesus Christ than it is about the Holy
Spirit—even though Confirmation is often called “the sacrament of the Holy Spirit.” What he said in particular during the homily was that, above and beyond the seven gifts
of the Holy Spirit we all know (Wisdom, Understanding,
Knowledge, Counsel, Fortitude, Piety, Fear of the Lord),
there is a more primordial gift of the Spirit: intimacy with
and knowledge of Jesus Christ. What he said is true, of
course. And we need reminding of this for several reasons.
We need it, first of all, so that we might not confuse the
operations of the different persons of the Trinity as somehow rivaling one another. The Son does not come with his
own word but with the Father’s Word; indeed, Jesus is the
Father’s Word, enfleshed. He says nothing but what he
has first heard from the Father, which is a way of saying
that the second Person of the Trinity originates nothing
but receives all he is and has. Likewise, the Spirit, when he
comes, does not come to add anything to what Jesus gave
to his disciples, but to impress that same Truth upon them
interiorly, for he is the Spirit of Truth. Jesus tells us the
Spirit will lead us into all truth, reminding us (the
Church) of what he has taught us. The disciples’ unaided
memory was unreliable, we know that clearly. How often
does Jesus need to repeat himself, and grow frustrated with
their capacity to “get” him! Yet he knew the reason. They
were human. And human beings cannot understand the
things of God without the special assistance of God. In
fact, it requires the abiding Gift of God interiorly for us to
understand the revelation that the Lord Jesus brings to us
from the Father.
This is indeed the Holy Spirit’s role: to make us perfect
Christians, i.e., other Christs. He takes what Jesus has
brought us and brings it to life in our hearts, rather than its
being a mere exterior word that sounds on the ear but fails
to penetrate. The Spirit does not reveal himself but the Son
and the Father. As we pray in the Veni, Creator Spiritus, Per
te sciamus da Patrem, noscamus atque Filium, te utriusque Spiri-

tum credamus omni tempore: Grant us to know the Father
through you, may we also know the Son, and for all time
may we believe you, the Spirit of both. This is the truth
about the Holy Spirit’s operation in us, and it is important
for us to know it, for the simple reason that God has revealed it. And he reveals nothing superfluous.
Yet there is another reason why it is good for us to reflect on this, and that is as a corrective to our own pride.
We should be astonished, bowed in awed silence, by humility of God the Son, by making himself small for us in
becoming man, and enduring rejection, hatred, humiliation
and death for us; and by the equally great humility of God
the Holy Spirit, whose pleasure it is to remain unknown in
his own Person but draw us into the intimacy of Trinitarian life. C. S. Lewis once wrote about how exaggerated a
value it was (in his day, much more so in ours) to be original and distinctive. Yet absolute originality belongs only to
God, and indeed to God the Father—even among the divine
persons, the Son and Spirit receive everything from the Father, and live to make him known; they do not speak on
their own; they do not come to do their own will. How
much more, then, should we strive for holy imitation of
Jesus Christ—an imitation made possible for us truly by
the Holy Spirit alone? And not only Christ, but the imitation of God: “Be imitators of God, as his very dear children,” Saint Paul tells the Ephesians (5: 1).
Yet there is a sense in which we can strive for originality without incurring pride. Just as Jesus instructs us to be
first—precisely by becoming the slave of all—so we can be
original in the way each of us alone can, but giving the
Lord, in return for all that he has given us, what we alone
can give: our own individual minds, hearts, talents, and
powers. It doesn’t matter that others are better than us in
various ways, or perhaps in every way. What is truly ours
can only be returned to God by ourselves, and for some
reason we can never understand, God wants us to love
him. It’s not a needy, petty, insecure love, so we need not
be afraid of those complications. It’s the love of a Father
who has first loved us, even before causing us to exist. It
doesn’t make sense to us that one who is so powerful and
infinitely wise could even care what we think and do. We
only know it because he has told us, and continues to remind us of this great promise through the Holy Spirit
dwelling in our hearts. The Spirit is the Paraclete, alleluia,
alleluia! —Fr. Peter
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Part IV– The Beginnings of St. John

The cornerstone of St. John Church, which was almost three times the size of the
original warehouse-church, was laid on March 4, 1825 by Fr. Stephen Hyacinth
Montgomery, O.P. The loss of John Dugan on March 11 was a blow to the Catholic community of Zanesville, but his dream to bring about a proper church for
their worship continued on. Subscriptions were secured for the building of the
new church. Although the Catholic population was limited, their zeal and activity more than made up for their lack of numbers. They cheerfully made their
payments to build their church.
The foundation was of cut stone and rage work, and at the time was said to be
equal to, if not superior to, any in the state of Ohio. The pastor, Fr. Montgomery
labored unceasingly during the building of the church, and when it was under
roof, he made an extended tour throughout the East to procure items for this
newly erected house of God. Soon furniture, vestments, altar furnishings and
more started arriving in Zanesville as a result of Fr. Montgomery’s quest.

He acquired the first bell to be owned by the church from France. When it arrived in Zanesville, it
was suspended on a horizontal beam, which was supported by two upright beams. The lower ends of
the standing beams were solidly on the ground, while the upper parts rested against the wall of the
church. The bell would not be installed in the belfry until 1829 when the one hundred foot tall steeple was completed.
A custom of the Papacy that dated back many centuries called for a newly
elected pope to proclaim a jubilee in commemoration of his election to fill
the Chair of St. Peter. On the Feast of the Ascension, May 12, 1824, Pope Leo
XII issued a bull announcing a jubilee to celebrate his election, and in 1825,
he extended it to include the rest of the world. In Ohio, this event had great
significance, as it was the first time the Catholics of the new diocese had
been called upon by the Vicar of Christ to unite with the rest of the Roman
Catholic Church in prayer and thanksgiving. It has been said that the devotion and faithful attendance of Catholics in the spiritual exercises were gratifying. Non-Catholics attended in large numbers, and there were many conversions. Bishop Fenwick made a tour of Ohio for the exercises, traveling by
boat to Wheeling. Then he journeyed westward, and among the cities he
visited was Zanesville.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, June 8
5:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

PENTECOST SUNDAY
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
Eleanor Brock (+)
Martha Barry Mirgon (+)
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)

Mon, June 9
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Michael & Catherine Musselman & Family
People of the Parish

Tue, June 10
8:05 a.m.

Barbara Murphy (+)

Wed, June 11
8:05 a.m.
Noon

St. Barnabas, Apostle (M)
Fr. Luke Turon O.P. (+)
Eleanor Teeters (+)

Thu, June 12
8:05 a.m.

Shirley Davy

Fri, June 13
8:05 a.m.
Noon

St. Anthony of Padua, priest & doctor (M)
Leo Burkhart (+)
Charles Labaki Jr. (+)

Sat, June 14
9:00 a.m.

Lewis Sentivany (+)

Sunday, June 15
5:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

MOST HOLY TRINITY
Marie Landers Pyles & Family
Tam Greulich (+)
William Stuck (+)
Herbert F. Sheppard (+)

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, June 8th
Monday, June 9th
5:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. Protecting God’s Children Session
7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group
Tuesday, June 10th
6:00 p.m. Rosary For Life
7:00 p.m. Lecture Series: Sacraments
Wednesday, June 11th
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
Thursday, June 12th
Friday, June 13th
9:00 a.m. Quilters
Saturday, June 14th

Lector and Extraordinary Minister Training: Several weeks ago I asked for input from lectors andEMCHs about dates and times that would be convenient for training sessions. Since then I have had
no replies on that, which leads me to believe that
anytime would be as good as another. So I’m scheduling a training session for extraordinary ministers
of Holy Communion on Monday, June 16, and one
for lectors on Monday, June 23, both at 7:00 p.m. I
ask all those who wish to be scheduled for these
ministries in the upcoming months to attend these
sessions. Anyone who wishes to add on as a lector
should contact me before June 13 (no new EMCHs
at this time).
Possible new Mass time. No pastor wants to alter
the Mass schedule unnecessarily, but I think we
need to do something here at St. Thomas Aquinas
about the fact that neither of our two daily Masses
accommodates people who have to be at work before 8:45 or 9:00 a.m. We already have an 8:00 a.m.
Mass in town, just a quarter of a mile away, at Saint
Nicholas. We need to be staggering our schedule to
meet real needs. I’m sure there are a lot of people
who would love to go to daily Mass, but who can’t
come now because of the times. We need something
earlier, especially for people whose work schedules
don’t allow them to attend either of our Masses. But
I’m not sure how early is early enough. 7:00? 6:30? I
would sincerely like the input of those who would
like to see such a change, to get an idea of what the
best schedule would be.

Parish Finances
Week of June 2nd, 2014
Envelopes (247) ........................................... $7,427.15
Loose………..…………………………
833.75
Total ..............................……………………. 8,260.90
Weekly Budget ........................................... 11,538.00
Deficit .………………………………
3,277.10
Thank You!
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Parish Life

Know Your Dominican Saints
June 8 - Blessed Diana and Blessed
Cecilia, Nuns and Virgins
Blessed Diana, a member of the powerful d’Andalo family, was born at
Bologna at the beginning of the thirteenth century. Attracted to the Order by the preaching of Blessed
Reginald, Diana overcame the strong
objections of her family and in 1222
with the help of Blessed Jordan of
Saxony founded the Monastery of
Saint Agnes where she lived until her
death in 1236. The letters which Blessed Jordan wrote to her are a
splendid testament to the spirituality of the Dominican family and to
the association of brothers and sisters within the Dominican family.
Blessed Cecilia was born at Rome around 1200 of the noble Caesarini family. In 1220 Pope Honorius III asked Saint Dominic to reform several Roman monasteries, among them Santa Maria in Tempulo of which Blessed Cecilia was a member. According to tradition
she was the first to express enthusiasm for the project and the first to
receive the habit from the hands of Saint Dominic at the new Monastery of Saint Sixtus. In late 1223 or early 1224 she and three other
nuns were sent to the Monastery of Saint Agnes in Bologna to help
with the new foundation. To her we are indebted forour only description of the physical appearance of Saint Dominic. She died around
1290.
June 10 - Blessed John Dominic, Friar
and Bishop
Blessed John was born at Florence
around 1357 and received the habit at
the priory of Santa Maria Novella at the
age of seventeen. He assisted Blessed
Raymond of Capua with the reform of
the Order and became known as the
“principle restorer of regular observance
in Italy.” Concerned about questions of
faith and morality which the humanism
of his day posed for the faith, he wrote a
treatise on Christian education, the Lucula noctis. During the Western Schism
he assisted Pope Gregory XII as a counselor and then as archbishop
of Ragusa and cardinal of Saint Sixtus. He played a significant role at
the Council of Constance. Pope Martin V sent him on a mission to
Bohemia and Hungary to deal with the Hussite heresy and while there
he died at Buda on June 10, 1419.

Youth Ministry
Pizza Party, Sunday, June 8th at 6:00 p.m. at Creno’s Pizza
East, located at 2005 Chandlersville Road. Free Pizza! See you
there!

Closet Cluttered With Unused Fabric
Please donate fabric, and help us clothe the naked. We are
sewing girls’ dresses and boys’ shorts for international distribution (Cross Catholic Outreach) to impoverished children
who have little or NO clothing. Durable dress fabric and
denim or other sturdy fabrics for boys’ shorts gratefully accepted; donated fabrics may be placed in marked boxes located
in the back of the church and on a table at the back wall of the
basement, beginning May 10th. For more information, call
Beth (740-327-9107) or Nancy (740-828-9692). Thank You!

Choir Rehearsal
We are excited to offer an opportunity for a temporary commitment to sing in the choir. The choir will be singing at the
10:30 Mass for the last three great feasts of the season:
June 8, Pentecost
June 15, Trinity Sunday
June 22, Corpus Christi
All are welcome to participate in this opportunity to make
beautiful music for the glory of God. We would like to prepare
a few special pieces to deepen our celebration of these sacred
feasts. Rehearsals will be on Monday nights from 5:30 - 7:00
pm in the Church. There will be two: June 9, and June 16. A
commitment to at least three of the four rehearsals is required.
Please call Christina Schubert at 221-9369 or email
cshubert@catholic.org to register. Participation is open to
high school age young people and can be credited towards volunteer service hours. Light refreshments will follow the first
and last rehearsals, providing some social time to renew old
friendships and foster new ones.

Protecting God’s Children
A “Protecting God’s Children” session has been scheduled for Monday evening June 9th at 6 p.m. in the Parish
Center. This session is required for employees of the
Diocese, Parish and school, as well as for any volunteers.
Pre-registration is required by going on-line to
www.virtus.org and following the registration prompts.
If you have any questions or problems registering, please
call Melanie Von Gunten at 453-3301, extension 15. If
you’re interested in working with Vacation Bible School
this summer you should attend this session.
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St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Festival
The festival Committees is asking for donations for the
theme baskets that are a part of the Irish Raffle.
● Sports - anything baseball, golf, basketball, football, soccer, in any other sports items
● Health & Beauty - any items related to health and beauty,
relaxation, spa, etc.
● Fun & Games - games, crafts, movies, books, indoor or
outdoor activities
● Wine Lovers - wine, chocolate, glasses, coasters, bottle
stoppers, etc.
● School Spirit (BHRS/BF) - Rosecrans and/or Bishop
Fenwick spirit items. Please try and bring all donated
items to the Parish Center. Calling
all bakers: The festival cake booth
is in need of donations. Cakes, pies,
cookies, fudge, brownies - Whatever your specialty - we need you.
The festival is in need of 2-liter
bottles of pop also. St. Thomas
Festival will be held June 12, 13, and 14. Our entertainment for
this year has been confirmed: Thursday – Matt Frampton and
the New Framptones; Friday – HB7; and Saturday night – an
exclusive reunion of the popular T-Birds!! Come out and
support our great festival which supports our St. Thomas
students who attend Bishop Fenwick. Lot of great games,
bingo, fun, fellowship and great food. Thank you in advance
for your great generosity.

Catholic Community News & Events
Our Lady of Consolation Shrine, Carey ,OH
Our Lady of Consolation Shrine, Carey, OH will be hosting
an Indian Heritage Day Sunday, June 8. Mass at 12:00 noon
in the Basilica followed with lunch at the Shrine Cafeteria.
Concluding with Devotions at 2:30 pm and individual praying. We hope all will consider this invitation to come and
pray.

Newark Catholic Volleyball
Newark Catholic Volleyball camp will be July 14-17 for girls
from any school entering grades 1-12. The cost is $85, and
includes a t-shirt. For more information call 740-404-5446.

Sacrament of Confirmation
Congratulations to all of our students who received the
Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday June 1st from
Bishop Campbell.
Emma Brown
Drew Mayfield
Tyler Cowgill
Drew Mirgon
Adam Crock
Hudson Moore
Logan Dinan
Ian Myers
Kaitlyn Dosch
Colton Neptune
Eve Gordon
Chance Pennington
Paul Gutridge
Mikayla Pitcock
Eric King
Rachel Saltz
Gabriell Labishak
Kimberly Schilling
Wyatt Lang
James Sharrer
Ivy Lyons
Kaleb Starner
Zachary Mason
Wendy Vann
Elizabeth Wagner

Natural Family Planning
God has a plan for your marriage!
Whether you’ve discerned God calling
you to try to achieve or postpone pregnancy, Natural Family Planning (NFP)
can help you and your spouse live God’s
plan for love and life, while strengthening your marriage relationship. Consider learning NFP
- the next Diocesan NFP Class Series starts in June at
St. Matthew’s in Gahanna. For information and class
schedule, go to FamilyLife.colsdioc.org, or contact
Jennifer at jfullin@colsdioc.org , 614.241.2560.

Come , Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful,
and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth
your Spirit and they shall be created, and you shall
renew the face of the earth.
Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit you have
taught the hearts of your faithful. In the same
Spirit help us to relish what is right and always
rejoice in your consolation. Amen.

