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Blessed Summer to all
Summertime is here, officially. Five months ago it
hardly seemed possible we’d see warm weatheragain, yet
here we are. In fact, after last week’s summer solstice, the
days are already growing shorter again, which doesn’t
seem fair.
Summer is lovely, but it has its challenges. It is a time
when some Catholics who otherwise go to Mass during the
rest of the year stop going—at least on their vacation—on
the assumption that “vacation” means vacation from God.
In fact, that isn’t so. We may be on vacation from work
and from our normal routine, but we are never on vacation
from God, since he is never on vacation from us. In fact
the Latin word “vacation” means “open space” for precisely things like worship, because worship is supposed to
be a release from toil and the mundane, giving us a taste of
transcendence: company with God. When done right
(meaning with the proper understanding and desire), it
refreshes and renews the soul. When you travel, try to arrange—in advance—to find a place for your family to attend Sunday and Holy Day Masses. With the interwebs,
it’s easy, especially with such websites as
www.masstimes.org. and others (our listing on that site is
a mite outdated, which I’ll have to correct). It’s really a
snap, as you can enter the zip code where you’ll be vacationing and get the names and addresses of nearby
churches. Of course, if you are outside of a reasonable
driving range of a Catholic church, you are excused; you
are not expected to send hours in a car to make your Sunday obligation (though I know many who wouldn’t think
of missing Mass, no matter how “inconvenient,” and good
for them). Your vacation will be more refreshing for you
by making God a part of it. No one outdoes God in generosity.
There’s another problem. I refer to the way some dress.
Truth be told, this is not simply a summertime phenomenon: all year round it’s not uncommon to see some people
dress in a way they wouldn’t think of dressing if they were
going to work, or to dinner at someone’s home, or to a restaurant. Yet God doesn’t seem to rate with some, or else
they think God can’t see or doesn’t care or judge us on
things like how we comport ourselves in his House or how
we dress for divine liturgy. It’s quite inverted, not to say
presumptuous. Especially since Jesus openly uses a parable
of the Kingdom being a wedding banquet where suitable
attire is requisite (see Mt 22: 1-14). It’s terrifying, as many
of the parables are. Of course, the attire that is required for

Heaven is the tapestry of virtue, not anything man-made,
but the Lord wouldn’t have used this example if his hearers, and we, didn’t understand the importance of “dressing
for the occasion.” In a word, we should dress our best.
Whether poor or rich, we should give the Lord our best,
from the thoughts of our mind and the sentiments of our
heart, to the clothing we put on when we enter his holy
court. And especially during the summer months, no one
should feel put to the test by the immodest clothing of others. Please think about it.
And now for something completely different…. Since I
have been here, I have received periodic hand-written
notes (usually Monday mornings) saying WE WANT
SHORTER MASSES or words to that effect. I’m not that
hard to get through to. I get it. Some people think Mass is
too long here. But here’s the thing: Mass takes a certain
amount of time. Everything we do in this life on earth
(even thinking itself) requires time. I don’t think we’re
guilty here at this parish of unduly prolonging Masses,
either on weekdays or Sundays. There are various parts to
the Mass, and they all take time to pray and otherwise get
through, and to celebrate the liturgy worthily and with a
certain amount of decorum takes longer than burning
through it with an avidity for speed. What’s the hurry?
Especially on Sundays? Without meaning to be cynical,
how much time do people who complain about the length
of Mass give to other things?—like going out to breakfast
immediately after Mass? Like watching television? Like
grilling or barbecuing with friends out on the deck? Or
anything else people want to do. Complaining about the
time of Mass is, in effect, saying that one doesn’t want to
be at Mass. Oh, and for those who leave before the dismissal—just think about what you’re doing, people: it’s
God’s house you’re bolting without leave. My vocation is to
help people love the Mass, because—as last weekend’s feast
taught us—Mass is a foretaste of Heaven. Haste in liturgy
is ugly. How many hours did God give to you this week?
And how many minutes have you given him? Please: don’t
be a watch-checker. Don’t be a blessing-dodger. Give God
your time, generously. You can’t outdo him.
I realize I’ve touched on three issues here in a way that
could come across as grumpy. I don’t mean them to.
Preachers should preach without seeming preachy. My
point in all these cases is to encourage people to reflect on
what they’re doing, and why—and to resolve the inconsistencies hidden underneath some ways of thinking.
Oremus pro invicem! —Fr. Peter
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part VI – Struggle
Subscriptions were secured for the building of the new church of St. John’s. Although the Catholic population was limited, their zeal and activity more than made up for their lack of numbers. They cheerfully
made their payments to build their church. In a letter written to Archbishop Ambrose Maréchal in October 1825, the state of his Diocese, including Zanesville, was very much on Bishop Fenwick’s mind. He
writes, “I am under a necessity of recommending to your Grace, my friend and fellow labourer in the vineyard, Reverend Mr. S[tephen] H[yacinth] Montgomery, and under your patronage to the faithful of Baltimore and Washington, [permission] to solicit pecuniary aid towards finishing a respectable church commenced in Zanesville, Ohio by the zeal and liberality of John S[imon] Dugan , whose melancholy death in
my arms put a stop to its progress. The number of Catholic churches now actually building in my Diocese, eight or nine, which look to me for assistance, the cathedral and seminary in progress at Cincinnati,
the scantiness of my collection in Europe, about $10,000 only, assigned by the donors to the last objects
preclude the possibility of my affording any assistance from them. I must therefore call upon my countrymen and all well wishers to Religion and piety for their concurrence. I confidently rely on your Grace’s
zeal and influence to attain that desirable end.”
The construction of St. John’s was painfully slow, as was construction of other churches in the new Diocese. Writing to Fr. Stephen Badin on December 7, 1825, Bishop Fenwick wrote, “I have found that all my
congregations grow in numbers, daily it seems. We have eleven churches or chapels either already built
or in the process of being built, and two more in the planning. In Zanesville, in Canton, and in the environs of New Lisbon, we have built brick churches, but only just covered by a roof, due to a lack of financial resources.”
On May 12, 1826 in a letter written to Archbishop Maréchal, Bishop Fenwick writes, “Being on a missionary circuit, which in formal style might be termed a pastoral visit, I
have stopped at Zanesville [Ohio] in order to bless and open our new
church [St. John the Evangelist], a monument of the zeal and exertions
of Reverend Mr. [Stephen Hyacinth] Montgomery, seconded by the liberality and goodwill of poor John Dugan, deceased, and nearly completed by the contributions of a generous public. The little grain of
mustard seed is sown and I hope will soon grow to a large tree; I flatter
myself with seeing here a good church establishment.”
Now, dear reader, I leave you to ponder a mystery. Some materials
suggest that the church was actually dedicated to St. John the Baptist
and Bishop Fenwick dedicated it on July 2, 1827. I daresay that there is
more to this story, and indeed, the very words of Bishop Fenwick provide compelling evidence. Every attempt will be made to unearth and
unravel the truth by next week.
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MASS INTENTIONS (Two weeks)
Sun, June 29
5:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

SS. PETER AND PAUL (S)
Peg Mattingly (+)
People of the Parish
Ophelia Hiestand Family
Raymond & Dorothy Lasure & Family

Mon, June 30
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Ethel Hanifan (+)
Fr. Luke Turon, O.P. (+)

Tue, July 1
8:05 a.m.

Jeanette Harnetty (+)

Wed, July 2
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Agnes Elekes (+)
Roy Melick (+)

Thu, July 3
8:05 a.m.

ST. THOMAS APOSTLE (F)
Margaret Yerman (+)

Fri, July 4
9:00 a.m.

Independence Day Holiday
Douglas Wurzbach (+)

Sat, July 5
9:00 a.m.

Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+)

Sun, July 6
5:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

14th SUNDAY, ORDINARY TIME
Marie Landers Pyles & Family
Beverly McLoughlin (+)
William Stuck (+)
People of the Parish

Mon, July 7
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Andrea Musselman Scott (+)
Dorothy Jean Rhinehart (+)

Tue, July 8
8:05 a.m.

Beverly McLoughlin (+)

Wed, July 9
8:05 a.m.
Noon

St. John Gorkum, O.P. & Companions (M)
Beverly McLoughlin (+)
Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+)

Thu, July 10
8:05 a.m.

Jo Mattingly (+)

Fri, July 11
8:05 a.m.
Noon

St. Benedict, Abbot (M)
Edwin Sawyers (+)
Carl & Marguerite Conrath & Family

Sat, July 12
9:00 a.m.

Souls in Purgatory

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, June 29th
Monday, June 30th
7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group in
Parish Chapel
Tuesday, July 1st
6:00 p.m. Rosary For Life
Wednesday, July 2nd
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition
Thursday, July 3rd
Friday, July 4th
Independence Day!
Saturday, July 5th

Sunday, July 6th
Monday, July 7th
7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group in
Parish Chapel
Tuesday, July 8th
6:00 p.m. Rosary For Life
7:00 p.m. Lecture Series: On Creed
Wednesday, July 9th
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition
Thursday, July 10th
Friday, July 11th
9:00 a.m. Quilters
Saturday, July 12th

Nota bene: This is a double issue of the bulletin.
There will not be another one published the weekend of July 6.

Parish Finances
Week of June 23, 2014
Envelopes (247) ........................................... $7,233.00
Loose………..…………………………
706.30
Total ..............................……………………. 7,939.30
Weekly Budget ........................................... 11,538.00
Deficit .………………………………
3,598.70
Thank You!
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Parish Life
Bishop Fenwick School
For more information about our school or to register students in grades pre-school through 8, please visit our website: www.bfw.cdeducation.org or call: 740.454.9731. An
email may also be sent to: ksagan@cdeducation.org

Hounds of God Vacation Bible School
July 21 – 25, 2014
9 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. daily for children ages 4 through grade 6

Ignite the Catholic Faith in your children as they learn about
some of the saints of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans) and
their special love of God. Donations will be accepted to defray
the expenses of the VBS. Registration forms will be at the
entrances of the church and in the Parish Office. Volunteers
are welcome and appreciated. Adults 18 years of age and older
should have attended a “Protecting God’s Children” session
and been fingerprinted. To volunteer, please call the Parish
Office at 453-3301.

Independence Day!
The Fourth of July
The Dominican Fathers and
Staff of St. Thomas wish each
of you and your families a safe
and happy holiday!
Let us pray for our troops, their families, and
our country, and those from our parish currently serving in the Armed Forces.

Varia
Because of the brutal winter, many people did not
make it to Mass often because of weather conditions.
As a result, our year-to-date collections are down more
than $50,000. We cannot make that up completely, but
if it is possible for you to increase your weekly giving
marginally, it would be a great help for us in being able
to defray normal operating costs to the parish. Thank
you for giving it some thought and prayer.
As noted elsewhere, this bulletin is a double issue:
due to some weekend holidays, the bulletin company
has very closely-spaced deadlines that it is not possible
to meet. We’ll be doing double-issues at Thanksgiving
and Christmas, as well. But by the next issue, you
should see a few changes in these pages.
First of all, Fr. Luke Tancrell will be here. Many of
you know him from before—he has been officially assigned here for some years now, but living elsewhere,
first at nearby Somerset and then at West Springfield,
Massachusetts, where he has been chaplain to Dominican nuns. He will be moving to Ohio the first week of
July, and we’re grateful to have him here to help out
with Masses and Confessions.
Speaking of confessions, there will be a few minor
changes in the confessional schedule—making it more
convenient for people, I hope. First, rather than 11:1511:45 before weekday Masses, they will be scheduled
closer to Mass time, namely 11:30-noon. Oftentimes
people come in just before Mass but after the priest
has left the box, leaving them forlorn and still in their
sins. I hope this helps. (Also true of Saturday morning:
8:30-9:00, rather than 8:15-8:45.) Second, there will be
a full hour of Confession before the Saturday evening
Mass: 4:00-5:00pm, rather than 4:15-4:45. Third,—well,
this is a future hope rather than a present fact—if and
when we ever bring back the noon Mass on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, we’ll offer Confession before those
Masses, too. I want this to be a parish people can
count on for the sacrament of Penance on a daily basis,
without having to wonder whether this is one of those
days when the priests are hearing confessions at their
parish. (We’re also happy to hear confessions outside
of the normal scheduled hours—you have only to ask.)
In a day when the sense of sin has been utterly lost for
so many, priests have to “be there” for this most
needed and beneficial sacrament whenever people
need and want it. —Fr. Peter
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Catholic Social Services
Golf Scramble
August 16, 2014
FULLER’S FAIRWAYS
(Zanesville, OH)

Check-in begins at 7:30 am with
a shotgun tee-off at 8:30 am
Lunch & awards ceremony after
scramble

$260.00 PER TEAM
(Includes green fees/cart, lunch, beverages,
skins game, & door-prize eligibility)

$500 (1st), $400 (2nd), $300 (3rd)
For more information contact Dave Desender at the
Catholic Social Services office: (740) 452-5057 (ext. 102)

Peter’s Pence Collection
Cast the Peace of Christ upon the World
This weekend our diocese will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection, which provides the Holy Father with the funds he
needs to carry out his most important charitable works. The
proceeds benefit the most disadvantaged victims of war, oppression, and natural disasters. The peace of Christ has been
cast upon the world, and with your generosity it will continue. Thank You!

Host a Foreign Exchange Student
Bishop Rosecrans High School is again accepting exchange
students for this coming school year and we are in need of
host families for these students. The host family is responsible for providing a safe
and comfortable home and
basic necessities. The students
pay for their lunches, all school
supplies, clothing, toiletries,
and entertainment. There is
also a monthly stipend for
hosting. If you, a family member, friend or neighbor might
be interested in hosting, please contact Mark Dosch at 4524762 as soon as possible.

Catholic Community News & Events
Newark Catholic Volleyball
Newark Catholic Volleyball camp will be July 14-17 for girls
from any school entering grades 1-12. The cost is $85, and
includes a t-shirt. For more information call 740-404-5446.

Pilgrimage to the Museum of Divine Statues
St. Nicholas parish will sponsor a bus pilgrimage on Tuesday, July 22, to Cleveland for a guided tour at the Museum
of Divine Statues, the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist,
and, if time allows, the Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration
Monastery. The cost for the bus trip and entrance to the
Museum is $55. Each person will pay for his own lunch. The
museum was opened April 16, 2011 at the former St. Hedwig
Church. The mission of the museum is to preserve Catholic
history by rescuing, restoring and displaying ecclesiastical
statues and other sacred artifacts in a respectful museum
setting. We will have time to visit the gift shop and the
Shrine to the Blessed Mother while there. To register, call
Mary Lou Staker at 453-7141. A deposit of $25 is due when
registering. $30 balance due by July 10.

Catholic Men's Luncheon Club
The Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club will not meet in July or
August due to summer holidays and vacations. We will return to St. Patrick Church on Friday, September 5th with a
presentation about evangelization in the workplace. Mark
your calendar!

Catholic Youth Summer Camp
Save the date of Dec. 7, 2014, 6-9 p.m., for the 5th annual
CYSC fundraising Dinner Theater at Villa Milano.

33 Days To Morning Glory
33 Days To Morning Glory Join us Saturday, July 12th. (and
six consecutive weeks) as we begin a 33-day preparation for
Marian Consecration. 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon in the St.
Nicholas parish office). We individually read about and reflect on four great Marian giants. We meet to share our insights then watch a 30-minute video by popular author and
speaker, Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC. If you’re looking for a
simple way to be spiritually renewed, develop a deeper relationship with Our Merciful Savior, and grow in holiness,
join us for 33 Days to Morning Glory. Already completed
your Marian Consecration? Join us for a renewal of your
commitment! Contact Patty, 453-5173. Participants will
need the book, and workbook 33 Days to Morning Glory,
please call to register ASAP so we can order your
books!

