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An important word about  

Mass and Sunday School 
 

    In the Rite of Baptism for Children, there is a blessing said over 

the father of the child that draws attention to the fact that Christian 

parents are “the first teachers of the faith” to their children. The 

priest then prays that they be the best of teachers. It can be a daunt-

ing thought, actually: that parents are the first teachers of the faith 

to their children. One of the marks of the Church is apostolic, 

which means sent, i.e., sent into the world to bear the Gospel to 

others. First, to those of our household, and then others. We’re all 

supposed to be teachers of the faith. And yes, it’s a sobering voca-

tion to realize (especially for us priests).  

    But back to parents: does it sound surprising that the Church 

considers them “the first teachers of the faith to their children”? 

Shouldn’t that be priests, or the sisters or teachers at school? No, of 

course not. Parents are the first teachers of everything to their chil-

dren, so of course their influence will be critical when it comes to 

the passing on of the faith, the truth about God and the life he re-

veals to us. Children learn to walk, and talk—even think— from 

their parents. The vocation to be a mom or dad is precisely the vo-

cation to be a teacher. It can’t be outsourced. You can bring on 

board others to help (and you should, if you’re a parent), but you 

will remain the first teachers of life, and therefore of the faith, to 

your children. Being a mother or father means forming a human 

person. A parent’s primary job is to be an educator. Those most 

people call teachers—those who work in classrooms in buildings 

we call schools—are simply buttressing what mothers and fathers 

are supposed to be doing; their work is important but always secon-

dary to that of parents. Forming souls requires the help of many, 

but the brunt of it is unavoidably that of mothers and fathers. The 

home is by nature a school (with better chairs). 

    But here’s the difference about the way parents teach: it’s by 

way of practice, of simply living, and that’s why it’s primary. 

Classrooms are artificial, and thus secondary. We learn first by 

imitation, by just doing, rather than by verbal instruction. We learn 

to speak by imitating others speaking, not by reading grammar 

books (those come later). The same is true of the faith. Parents 

teach more by doing than by speaking. By praying with their chil-

dren rather than by telling them it’s good to pray. Parents speak 

loudest by what they do and don’t do. No amount of words can 

match the lesson laid down by example. 

   What I’m getting at by all this is that we have a problem here: 

some parents bring their children to religious instruction but not to 

Mass—and it’s not entirely their fault. The current schedule makes 

it awkward for many, places a burden on them. Currently, Sunday 

school takes place at 9:00 a.m.—i.e., during the 9:00 Mass. Parents 

have the option of either attending the 9:00 Mass while their chil-

dren are at CCD and then leave without their children having been 

to Mass, or else find something else to do during that time and 

come back and attend the 10:30 Mass with their children (often, I 

fear, neither the parents nor the children are getting to Mass). But 

it’s obvious that many families whose children are at Sunday 

school are not getting those children to Mass on Sundays. And 

that’s a sad inversion of priorities. The classroom is secondary; life 

is primary. And the Mass is life. Sine Dominico, non possumus 

vivere, was an inscription found in the catacombs of ancient Rome, 

best translated: “Without the Eucharist we cannot live.” Would that 

we could all believe the urgency of worshiping the true God in 

spirit and in truth.  

       If parents truly want their children to learn the faith, they 

should be sure to take them to Mass, and to pray as a family, every 

day. That’s how the faith is learned. Classroom learning is great, 

but without belief and prayer in the home it’s lifeless—like trying 

to learn French from a book rather than living in France. As it is 

now for many, religion is weird and alien—having nothing to do 

with life at all but entailing boring obligations they perform Sun-

days (if at all), for reasons that are not clear to them. They find it 

intrusive, useless at best and superstitious at worst. Who can blame 

so many people for falling away from the faith? We’re all to blame 

for this sorry state of affairs: priests and parents alike. Mostly 

priests. 

    As much as possible, I want to help parents avoid feeling the 

need to choose between Sunday school and Mass for their children.  

Of course, there should be no contest between the Mass and any-

thing else: the Mass is our Sunday worship and is given to us by the 

Lord himself. If there is ever a felt conflict, the Mass should be 

chosen without hesitation. Participating in his eternal sacrifice is 

the birthright of Catholics and highest activity available to man. It 

is also where we learn the faith most of all—not in any classroom. 

The liturgy—and other prayers in their place—is the greatest 

teacher of the Christian faith, according to the ancient adage lex 

orandi, lex credendi (the rule of prayer is the rule of faith—or more 

simply, we come to believe as we first pray). If parents want their 

children to learn the Christian faith they should never opt for Sun-

day school over Mass. 

    So, beginning the first Sunday of September, the Mass schedule 

Sunday will be 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m., with 50 minutes of cate-

chetical instruction between the 9:00 and 11:00 (10:00-10:50), so 

that families will have no schedule conflict. And we’ll be offering 

coffee and doughnuts for parents while their kids are learning, so 

that they don’t have to read the Sunday Times-Recorder in the 

parking lot. We need more social interaction here; I think many 

parents would enjoy the opportunity to talk to others in the same 

situations. Furthermore: if there are still families who for good rea-

sons cannot manage Sunday school, they have only to talk to me 

about it. Please, go to Mass, then talk to me about the schooling. 

Catechesis can be moved. We have very dedicated volunteer teach-

ers here (plus more who are willing to assist), and we can schedule 

something outside the normal time for you. If necessary, I’ll under-

take that catechesis myself. 

    Parents, never underestimate the importance of getting your fam-

ily to Mass. Really, there’s nothing more important. I am one of 

five kids, and I know what a chore it is for parents to get the kids 

fed, dressed (or semi-dressed) and in the van, and to get them to 

stop fighting on the way to see Jesus. But if something is worth 

doing, it’s worth doing poorly, rather than not at all, and no one is 

more worthy of our time (and exasperation) than God. He will re-

pay your troubles, handsomely. Even if you yourself don’t know 

where to start in explaining the faith to your children, don’t worry. 
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Weekly Calendar 

 
Sunday, July 27 
After 9:00 and 10:30 Masses: coffee and doughnuts 
3:00 p.m. Appreciation lunch for festival volunteers 
 
Monday, July 28 
7:00 p.m.  Children of God Prayer Group  
 
Tuesday, July 29 
6:00 p.m.  Rosary For Life 
7:00 p.m.  Lecture Series 
 
Wednesday, July 30 
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition 

 

 

Parish Finances 

Week of July 21, 2014 
Envelopes (237) ........................................... $7,442.00 
Loose………..…………………………             899.00 
Total ..............................……………………. 8,341.00 
Weekly Budget ...........................................  11,538.00    

Deficit .………………………………       3,197.00   
Thank you! 

 
BAPTISMS 
Usually celebrated first and third Sundays of the  
month, after the last parish Mass. Contact the pastor 
to schedule. First-time parents please also schedule  
a “Pre-Jordan” preparation class. 
 

WEDDINGS 
Must be scheduled no later than six months before 
desired wedding date. Please contact the pastor 
for more information about marriage preparation. 
 

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION 
Wednesdays: after Noon Mass until 8:00 p.m. 
For information, contact Lynn Seward at  
(740) 688-0314 or Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588 
 

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS 
Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 452-4454 
 

RENTAL INFORMATION 
To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity Center contact 
Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-0265. 
 

PREGNANCY COUNSELING 
Heartbeat Family Center/Pregnancy Distress 
(740) 450-5437/www.heartbeats.org 
 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 
Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 (740) 454-2700, (740) 297-7164,  
(740) 588-0314, or (740) 704-3136. 
 

BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL 
Tel: (740) 454-9731; Fax: (740) 454-8755 
www.bfw.cdeducation.org 
Principal: Mrs. Kelly Sagan  
 

TELEVISED MASS—WHIZ TV 
Sundays on channel 2 at 7:00 a.m. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sun, Jul 27  17th SUNDAY, ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 p.m. Peg Mattingly (+) 
7:00 a.m. George & Dorothy Davis (+) 
9:00 a.m. People of the Parish  
10:30 a.m. Charles Feicht Sr. & Kathryn  
                              Feicht Family 
Mon, Jul 28  
8:05 a.m. Don Cornet (+) 
Noon Dick Andrews (+) 
 
Tue, Jul 29  
8:05 a.m. Jeanette Harnetty (+) 
 
Wed, Jul 30  
8:05 a.m. Mother Mary Gemma, O.P. 
Noon Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
 
Thu, Jul 31  
8:05 a.m. Andrea Musselman Scott (+) 
 
Fri, Aug 1 St. Alphonsus Liguori, bishop & doctor (M) 
8:05 a.m. Larry & Mary M. Murphy 
Noon Gerald Miller (+) 
 
Sat, Aug 2  Bl. Jane of Aza, mother of St. Dominic, (Opt. M) 
9:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Part IX – Musically Inclined 

 

     The church of St. John had been dedicated on July 2, 1827, and a handwritten account by Robert John 

Joseph Harkins gives us information about that event.  Mr. Harkins was the nephew of John Dugan and had 

been born in 1813 in Butler County, Pennsylvania and died December 12, 1896, here in Zanesville.  He 

wrote that the church was dedicated with imposing ceremonies such as Fr. Nicholas Dominic Young’s 

“dissenting brethren” had never witnessed, and that a great many of them were packed into the church that 

day.  Mr. Harkins writes that they gazed with “wonder, astonishment and admiration” at what was to them a 

“great show”.  “The music was the theme of conversation for days afterwards by many of the citizens, who 

had this, their first opportunity to listen to the music used in a Catholic service.  It was a revelation to them, 

as they had been accustomed to hear “Old Hundred”, “Mear”, “Coronation”, and other old-time psalm tunes, 

and deemed [as] such the only church music.” 

      When John S. Dugan had first arrived in Zanesville, he had met the Colerick family.  Mrs. Colerick was a 

fine musician and music teacher, and as such, she required a piano.  Even in that early day, she had one, which 

after St. John’s was built, she used with great effect at the dedication.  Apparently, Mrs. Colerick was of fine 

voice as well, as Mr. Harkins recalled that she “…added greatly to the singing”. 

      The first choir for St. John Church was organized under the auspices of Fr. Stephen H. Montgomery and 

they were trained and instructed by Edward Flynn.  Mr. Harkins could only remember the names of three of 

the choir members, as he was in his eighties at the time he wrote his memories of the early years of the 

growth of the Catholic Faith in Zanesville.  The names of those choir members that he remembered were: 

Mary Fortune, Mary D. Harkins and George Mart.  Fr. Richard Pius Miles, O.P., succeeded Fr. Montgomery 

as pastor of St. John Church in 1829. 

     St. John’s first organ was built by a Catholic man, John Faust, here in Zanesville in 1831.  Mr. Faust was 

the organist for many years.  When he felt that he had discharged his duties long enough, he resigned, and his 

eldest daughter, Ellen, took his place.  She filled the place well until she married Richard Henry Dugan and 

moved out of town.  Then Mr. Faust’s second daughter, Margaret, took the place of organist and occupied it 

for a long time after her marriage to John Roberts (who converted to the Catholic Faith), as they continued 

to live in Zanesville.  Eventually, Margaret was compelled by failing 

health and lack of strength to abandon her position.  The young-

est sibling of the Faust family, Charles, continued the tradition 

and remained as organist at St. Thomas (our third parish, which 

would come from St. John’s) as long as he was in the city.  Now the 

organ that Mr. Faust had built would be too small for the coming 

church of St. Thomas, so it would eventually be sold to some-

one in Dresden, and it was sold by that owner to the Catholic con-

gregation in Newark.     
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Fr. Luke was born William Donald Tancrell in 1932 
and acquired his religious name Luke when he en-
tered the Dominican Order as a novice in 1952 and 
has retained that name ever since. He was or-
dained to the priesthood on 5 June 1959 and in the 
55 years since then has been assigned principally to 
teaching and chaplaincy work, with some experi-
ence in parish ministry. His immediate assignment 
prior to coming to St. Thomas Aquinas, in Zanes-
ville was as chaplain to our Dominican cloistered 
nuns in West Springfield, Massachusetts. Fr. Luke 
is a Massachusetts native whose brother and two 
sisters still live in New England. He apologizes in 
advance as his memory for names decreases and 
his mobility alters. He is happy to be in Ohio again 
where he lived as a student in Somerset and as a 
priest as well. He has also lived in Columbus, and 
now, Zanesville. Pray that his years here be fruitful 
for the parish community and beneficial for his 
Dominican confreres. 

 

Welcome Father Luke Tancrell, O.P. 

 

Marriage Banns 
 

Aug 9, 2014: Peter Jesserer Smith and Alexis Thornton (2) 
 
Various things…. 
 
Second Collections:  Second Collections the weekend 
of August 3rd is for the Church in Latin America and 
August 17th is for St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
 

St. Joseph’s Church of Somerset annual picnic 
will take place Saturday, August 2, 2014. Mass will be 
celebrated at 4:00 p.m. Chicken and pulled pork dinner 
will be served from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the Parish Hall 
with all the trimmings, and, of course, our homemade 
chicken noodles.  Carryout dinners will be available. 
The evening entertainment will consist of games, Farm-
ers Market, raffle, a Chinese auction, and the music 
group The Smith Brothers will play at the bandstand 
from 8:00-11:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome.  

The Knights of Columbus Breakfast 
On Sunday July 27th, the Knights of Columbus will be 
offering a home cooked breakfast in Rosary Hall after all 
Masses. There is no cost for the breakfast however, do-
nations from the breakfast will help support Heartbeats 
of Muskingum Valley in purchasing a new ultrasound 
machine. Come out and support this great cause.  
 
 
 

August 2 is the feast of Blessed Jane of Aza, 
mother of Saint Dominic. 

 

O God, who didst wonderfully make known to Thy 
handmaid, Blessed Jane, the grace of the heavenly 
calling of her son, Dominic, we beseech Thee that, 
imitating her and her son thus foreshown to her, 
we may, by the loving intercession of them both, 
receive everlasting rewards.  Through Christ our 
Lord. 
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Catholic Community News & Events 

 

Golf Scramble  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

             
August 16, 2014 

FULLER’S FAIRWAYS 
(Zanesville, OH) 

Check-in begins at 7:30 am with  
a shotgun tee-off at 8:30 am  

Lunch & awards ceremony after scramble 
 

$260.00 PER TEAM 
(Includes green fees/cart, lunch,  

beverages, skins game, & door-prize  eligibility) 

$500 (1st), $400 (2nd), $300 (3rd) 
For more information contact Dave Desender at the  

Catholic Social Services office: (740) 452-5057 (ext. 102) 

 

Various other things...  
 

 
For Better. Forever. Secrets to a Successful and Last-
ing Marriage. On Saturday, September 13, join us for Mass 
with Bishop Frederick F. Campbell and presentations by  Dr. 

Greg and Lisa Popcak, hosts of More 2 Life Radio and authors 
of Parenting With Grace and  A Marriage Made for Heaven: The 
Secrets of Heavenly Couplehood. The retreat will be held from  9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. at St. Agatha Church, Upper Arlington.  Cost is 
$75 per couple and includes a light breakfast and buffet lunch 
provided by Berwick Catering.  For more information and to 
download the registration form please visit 
www.familylife.colsdioc.org. 
 
Retreat for men. All men in the Diocese are invited to partici-
pate in the Catholic Laymen’s Retreat League September 5-7 for 
a silent retreat at Saint Therese’s Retreat Center. Fr. Patrick 
Toner of Saint Joseph’s, Plain City, will speak on “Lessons in 
the Pursuit of Spiritual Perfection.” Cost is $130. Contact 
Charles F. Kielkopf at (614) 268-0715 or kielkopf.1@osu.edu. 

 
Catholic Schools of Zanesville have recently hired 
Vincent Joseph, a 2010 alum of Bishop Rosecrans as Di-
rector of Alumni and Development. Please keep him in 
your prayers as he strives to promote Catholic educa-
tion in our area. If you are a graduate, or would like to 
contact Mr. Joseph, you may do so via phone at (740) 
452-7504 or via email at vjoseph@cdeducation.org.  
 

Bishop Rosecrans High School is currently seek-
ing an Athletic Director. Please email a letter  of inter-
est and resume to the attention of the principal, Ms. 
Jennifer Mallett at rosecrans@cdeducation.org,  
by August 8, 2014,  
 

Bishop Rosecrans High School Class of 1989 
Reunion is scheduled for August 9th from 6-10 PM at the 

Zanesville County Club. All classmates who attended or 
graduated with the class are invited! Please contact Julie 
Longstreth Kirby at 614-371-0333 or  julielkirby@gmail.com 
for more information.  

Also, Bishop Rosecrans High School is again accepting ex-

change students for this coming school year and is in need of 
host families for these students.  The host family is responsi-
ble for providing a safe and comfortable home and basic ne-
cessities.  The students pay for their lunches, all school sup-
plies, clothing, toiletries, and entertainment. There is also a 
monthly stipend for hosting.  If you, a family member, friend 
or neighbor might be interested in hosting , please contact 

GUMC Block Party. On Sunday, August 24, beginning 
at 11:45, Grace United Methodist Church will host their 
annual outdoor block party, with food and fellowship. 
This is a rain-or-shine event; will be held inside if nec-
essary. 
 
Tools for School 2014: You can help a student from a 
low-income family begin the new school year on a 
positive note. Your donations will help fill students’ 
backpacks with needed school supplies. You may do-
nate school supplies and drop them off at Eastside 
Community Ministries.  
 
Box Tops for Education, Campbell’s Soup Labels, Ty-
son Project A+, and Our Family labels provide funding 
for our school. Please cut out the box top symbol or 
save your labels for Bishop Fenwick School. Labels 
may be drop off at the school or the Parish Office. 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is holding a paper 
bag drive during the month of August. Please drop 
your bags off in Rosary Hall. 
 
 


