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Dear people: last week’s Pastor’s column got chopped off at the 

end, very abruptly. Apologies for that glitch. Here is how it should 

have ended: “...Even if you yourself don’t know where to start in 

explaining the faith to your children, don’t worry. Just start pray-

ing with them. Just decide now that the first order of business on 

weekends is Mass. Don’t let anything stop you. Put God first. Do 

that alone and you’ll be a great teacher of the faith to your chil-

dren. ” The way it was left at the end of last week was “don’t 

worry.” I fear that sounded flippant. It wasn’t supposed to end that 

way. 

     And I want to follow up now on what I said last week—I em-

phasized how classroom teaching of the faith is sterile if it’s not 

based on a prior life of faith, at home, but especially in the Mass, 

the Church’s common prayer. That’s not all there is to it. It’s a 

start, and it’s necessary, but going to Mass also can become rote 

and “lifeless,” and indeed it has for many. An integral life of faith 

is manifold: it includes liturgy and sacraments (including reception 

of the sacrament of Penance—so easy to persuade ourselves we 

don’t need it!), personal and family prayer, catechesis, the moral 

life, works of mercy, and finally a personal meditation on all these 

things: “blessed are those who hear the word of God and ponder it 

in their heart,” as the Blessed Mother did. 

     Now, there’s something we’ve all heard—all of us, that is, who 

occupied in teaching the faith, especially to children. It’s very com-

mon to hear some people say, “We’re not having our child baptized 

or brought up in the Catholic faith. We’re going to let him decide 

what religion he wants to belong to for himself when he grows up.”  

     This supposed to be enlightened. It’s not. It’s sophomoric—also 

illogical. Ask yourself: does anyone follow that line of reasoning 

with any other aspect of raising children? Mathematics? Social 

manners? Phonics? Hygiene? Of course not. Everyone is adamant 

about teaching children some things, whether they like it or not. It 

just depends on what one considers true—and important. 

     There are at least two big problems with this point of view. First 

of all, you can do both: teach your children the faith and let them 

decide for themselves when they grow up. The two are not mutu-

ally exclusive. Of course people decide what they want to be and 

do when they grow up. That’s the definition of being a grown-up. 

But in the meantime, parents naturally take care of their children, 

teaching them to be and do what they, the parents, believe consti-

tute a good life. We are all free, in time, to reject all the basics of 

human character, and parents know that full well, but it doesn’t 

absolve them of the need to teach the difference between right and 

wrong, true and false, and thus give proper formation to their chil-

dren’s budding powers of freedom.  

     Perhaps people of this persuasion just assume that adult Catho-

lics never actually consider what they say they believe? That they 

never make a mature decision when they reach an age of critical 

reasoning? Sure, some don’t, and it shows. But many do. Many 

adults reject the faith of their upbringing, and many affirm it—it is 

erroneous to suppose that those who reject the faith are the ones 

who have given it thought and are more free, and equally erroneous 

to think that those who affirm it are simply enslaved by early prac-

tice. Some people are wise and some are foolish, and there are 

plenty of both inside and outside the Church. Many Catholic par-

ents grieve to see their children leave the Church, despite all their 

efforts to teach them. Some parents grieve when their children be-

come Catholic, or want to become priests and religious. So why 

should anyone fear that teaching Catholicism is going to result in 

some irresistible set of mental furniture? Some people spread this 

bogus idea to sabotage religion generally and Christianity in par-

ticular; because they despise it. 

     Secondly, this viewpoint makes sense only for those who see the 

Catholic faith as a matter of opinion, or something subjective, or a 

mere accident of birth, or something completely indifferent—as if 

God doesn’t care what we believe, as long as we are true to our-

selves (simply reading the Gospels should cure anyone of that 

idea). To believe in Christ means that he has revealed God to us. 

This is no earthly wisdom, no merely human attempt at figuring out 

the mystery of God. It’s God’s own knowledge of himself, shared 

with us! If you believe Jesus Christ truly was God in the flesh, and 

rose from the dead after being brutally tortured and murdered to 

save you, then handing on that faith to your children is a practical 

necessity, just as saving them from drowning or electrocution is 

part of being a loving mother or father. If someone thinks that to 

“make disciples of all nations” and to teach them to “observe all I 

have commanded you” distorts and prejudices a young person’s 

view of the world, then such a person must not believe in Jesus 

Christ at all—the Gospel can only be harmful if it’s false.. People 

are naturally eager to say what they believe true. And there is a 

missionary instinct ingredient in the virtue of faith; Saint Paul said 

he had no choice but to preach the Gospel, and that the charity of 

Christ impels us, i.e., turns us in love toward others with the mes-

sage confided to us. The Gospel is not for hoarding but for sowing. 

If one is reluctant to speak of the One who loved us first, his faith is 

sick, or perhaps already dead. 

     Many contemporary surveys (for what they’re worth) point to 

this as the prime reason for those who leave the Church: that they 

never knew what it was to have a personal relationship with God, 

never realized they were called to personal communion with him, 

to holiness and blessedness. No one ever told them, or used that 

kind of language with them. Faith is a matter of mind and heart 

above all else, or it’s nothing.  

     Of course, parents cannot make their children believe. The vir-

tue of faith is given by God alone. But all of us who do believe, or 

claim to believe, have to do all we can to dispose others—

especially one’s own children—to receive this great gift, the pearl 

of great price. It is not up to any of us to judge why some leave the 

Church, or never enter. But we should examine ourselves on 

whether our faith and love for Jesus has grown cold. We can’t give 

to others what we don’t have. And we’re useless to our brothers 

and sisters if we have nothing to say to them about the God who 

first loved us.  Oremus pro invicem!  —Fr. Peter 
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Weekly Calendar 

 
Sunday, August 3 
After 9:00 and 10:30 Masses: coffee and doughnuts 
 
Monday, August 4 
7:00 p.m.  Children of God Prayer Group  
 
Tuesday, August 5 
6:00 p.m.  Rosary For Life 
 
Wednesday, August 6 
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition 

 

 

Parish Finances 

Week of July 28, 2014 
Envelopes (220) ........................................... $7,550.00 
Loose………..…………………………             904.01 
Total ..............................……………………. 8,454.01 
Weekly Budget ...........................................  11,538.00    

Deficit .………………………………       3,083.99   
Thank you! 

 
BAPTISMS 
Usually celebrated first and third Sundays of the  
month, after the last parish Mass. Contact the pastor 
to schedule. First-time parents please also schedule  
a “Pre-Jordan” preparation class. 
 

WEDDINGS 
Must be scheduled no later than six months before 
desired wedding date. Please contact the pastor 
for more information about marriage preparation. 
 

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION 
Wednesdays: after Noon Mass until 8:00 p.m. 
For information, contact Lynn Seward at  
(740) 688-0314 or Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588 
 

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS 
Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 452-4454 
 

RENTAL INFORMATION 
To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity Center contact 
Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-0265. 
 

PREGNANCY COUNSELING 
Heartbeat Family Center/Pregnancy Distress 
(740) 450-5437/www.heartbeats.org 
 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 
Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 (740) 454-2700, (740) 297-7164,  
(740) 588-0314, or (740) 704-3136. 
 

BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL 
Tel: (740) 454-9731; Fax: (740) 454-8755 
www.bfw.cdeducation.org 
Principal: Mrs. Kelly Sagan  
 

TELEVISED MASS—WHIZ TV 
Sundays on channel 2 at 7:00 a.m. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sun, Aug 3  18th SUNDAY, ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 p.m. Don Frame & Family 
7:00 a.m. Leo Burkhart (+) 
9:00 a.m. Rosina Matuszak  
10:30 a.m. People of the Parish 
 
Mon, Aug 4 St. John Vianney, priest (M) 
8:05 a.m. Eleanor Teeters & Family 
Noon Bill & Betty (+) Carrell (Anniv.) 
 
Tue, Aug 5 Dedication of Basilica of St. Mary Major (Opt.) 
8:05 a.m. Mother Mary Gemma, O.P.  
 
Wed, Aug 6 TRANSFIGURATION  (F) 
8:05 a.m. Beverly  McLoughlin (+) 
Noon Carl & Marguerite Conrath Family (+) 
 
Thu, Aug 7  
8:05 a.m. Pat McLoughlin (+) 
 
Fri, Aug  8 ST. DOMINIC, priest and founder (S) 
8:05 a.m. Don Cornett (+) 
Noon Tim Young (+) 
 
Sat, Aug 9 St.Teresia Benedicta a Cruce, Virgin & Martyr 

9:00 a.m. Jo Mattingly (+)   (Opt.) 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Part X – Anecdotes & Assignments 

 

      During Fr. Stephen Hyacinth Montgomery’s tenure in Zanesville, there was a young man by the name 

of Thomson, who was a very kind friend of Catholics.  This man was a delightful “wag” who tried his best, 

and  

indeed, did jest about and make fun of everything that he observed.  

Thomson told the story of the first funeral that Father Montgomery 

attended here.  Fr. Montgomery and Thomson were riding in a 

buggy preceding the hearse.  Something frightened the horses pull-

ing the hearse and they ran off, tearing past the buggy at a frightful 

speed.  This, in turn, scared the horse pulling the buggy, and he, too 

ran off, following the hearse.  The rapid speed at which they were 

going alarmed the priest, and he asked, “Mr. Thomson, is this not a rapid rate, a fearful speed, at which to 

go to a funeral?”  Mr. Thomson immediately shot back his reply: “The rule in this town is for the preacher 

to keep up with the corpse, if he can!”   

     Assisting Fr. Montgomery was Fr. Richard Pius Miles, O.P., who was assigned to Zanesville in 1828.  He 

recorded his first baptism in the church on Christmas of that year, and on February 15, 1829 Fr. Miles re-

corded his first marriage.  The burial register shows the names of the dead who were buried from the 

church beginning October 10, 1831.  Fr. Miles would later become the first bishop of Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
     In 1829, there was a strange man walking and leading a horse in the middle of Main Street.  He was 

looking from side to side of the street as he strolled.  He approached a man and asked in a very gentle 

and kind voice for the man to hold his horse while he went into the tobacco shop to purchase some snuff.  

He soon came out and thanked the man for holding his horse.  He continued hurriedly down the street 

until he arrived at Fifth Street, and he turned north and continued on down Fifth St.  Everyone who saw 

this traveler with the pale face and black beard were deeply interested and most favorably impressed.  

There was something very striking about his presence and they all wanted to know who he was.  They 

were not kept in the dark for very long, for the following Sunday he was in the pulpit at St. John’s.  It was 

Father Daniel Joseph O’Leary, who Robert John Joseph Harkins refers to him 

“…of holy memory, that saintly man whose re-

mains are buried un- der the present St. Joseph’s 

Church [in Somerset], and where his dust remains 

at the moment, unless trans- ported to the new bur-

ial place for priests there.”  Fr. O’Leary died Febru-

ary 8, 1835, and it seems that he was cherished 

as a saint here in Ohio with reports of miracles oc-

curring at his grave.                                  

 

                                                                    Letter of Assignment for Fr. 

Miles October 22, 1828 
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Our Holy Father Saint Dominic 
 
August 8th is the feast of Saint Dominic de Guzman, one week 
after we celebrate the feast of his mother, Jane of Aza (see right 
column). Saint Dominic was born in 1170, was a priest of the 
diocese of Osma, a canon in fact, and had an uncle who was a 
priest and one who was a bishop. He also had two older broth-
ers, both of whom were priests and one of whom, Mannes (or 
Mames), entered the order Dominic himself founded. He is the 
founder of the Order of Friars Preachers, more commonly 
known as the Dominicans—the latter name has the advantage 
of supplying the world with a great pun in Latin: Domini canes 
literally means “the Lord’s dogs,” and early friars saw it as their 
appointed role to bark when danger approached the purity of 
the Catholic faith in the form of heresy and indolence. 
    What Saint Dominic did in founding his order was truly 
something new—yet new in a human way. Only God is en-
tirely new, making from nothing. Creatures, in our innova-
tions, must work with pre-existing matter, giving new form to 
something already there. So Saint Dominic appealed to the wis-
dom of the Church and came up with a  mixture hitherto un-
dreamt of: an international order of priests who would assist 
bishops everywhere in the task of preaching. Many priests at 
that time did not preach at all, and many who did, preached 
badly. The education of the diocesan clergy was insufficient to 
match the intellectual needs of the time. And with the enor-
mous influence of Albigensianism—a truly dangerous and se-
ductive heresy that held the body and all matter in contempt—
Dominic saw the need not for sacramental ministry alone but 
an educated clergy who would be competent to answer the ap-
peal of this “new age” philosophy with the greater appeal of the 
Gospel that man was made to the image of God and that the 
human body is meant for glory.  
     Dominic wanted to combine religious vows with an active 
apostolate: unheard of  until then. In fact, Saint Dominic can 
really be understood as the first founder of an order, since all 
religious life until that time was lived in autonomously-
governed monasteries—there were no “monastic orders” then 
as there are now, just individual monasteries following the Rule 
of Saint Benedict, e.g. The Franciscan Order (roughly contem-
poraries of the Dominicans) received papal approbation first for 
their way of life, but Dominic had founded his community be-
fore Saint Francis did. He had a vision, and pursued its fulfill-
ment with all his heart. He died in 1221 after wearing himself 
out preaching. He preached up to the last, with his brethren 
around his bedside begging for a word from him. He told them 
not to mourn, promising that after his death he would be more 
helpful to his brethren from heaven than he could ever be on 
earth. His last will and testament is: Behold, my children, the heri-
tage I leave. Have charity for one another, guard humility, hold fast to 
voluntary poverty.” He died August 6th, the feast of the Trans-
figuration of the Lord. His feast formerly was celebrated Au-
gust 4 but since Vatican II has been moved to August 8. 

August 2 is the feast of Blessed Jane of Aza, mother of Saint 
Dominic and Blessed Mannes. 

If Dominicans refer to St. Dominic as "Our Holy Father Domi-
nic", does that mean that we can refer to his mother, Bl. Jane 
(12th century, feast - Aug. 2) as "Our Blessed Grandmother 
Jane"? While that question doesn't necessarily need to be an-
swered, it does present some provoking thoughts. What rever-
ence should Dominicans show to the mother of St. Dominic? 
In a way, is she also responsible for bringing about the Order 
since she brought about the founder? Bl. Jane is thought to 
have come from both noble and saintly blood, possibly being 
related to both St. Louis the King of France and St. Ferdinand 
of Spain. She married an upstanding Christian man and gave 
birth to three men who all became priests, including Bl. Man-
nes, one of the first Dominicans. After her first two sons were 
born, she went to the Monastery of Silos and prayed a novena 
to St. Dominic of Silos. Toward the end of the novena, he ap-
peared to her and told her that she would conceive a son who 
would be a light of the Church and a terror of heretics. Soon 
after, this prophecy began to take shape. As Bl. Jordan tells us 
in his Libellus:  Before his mother conceived him, she saw in a 
vision that she would bear in her womb a dog who, with a 
burning torch in his mouth and leaping from her womb, 
seemed to set the whole earth on fire.  This was to signify that 
her child would be an eminent preacher who, by 'barking' sa-
cred knowledge, would rouse to vigilance souls drowsy with 
sin, as well as scatter throughout the world the fire which the 
Lord Jesus Christ came to cast upon the earth. 
While we cannot necessarily say that St. Dominic became a 
saint and the founder of Dominicans because of his mother, it 
is safe to suppose that his upbringing could not have hurt. Bl. 
Jane's example and the stories that Dominic probably heard 
about his mother's visions could have played an important 
role in helping him to become the saintly preacher that the 
world now knows. Thus, it might be fair to have a pious love 
for her, the grandmother of the Dominican Order. Our 
Blessed Grandmother Jane, pray for us.   
O God, who didst wonderfully make known to Thy handmaid, Blessed 

Jane, the grace of the heavenly calling of her son, Dominic, we beseech 

Thee that, imitating her and her son thus foreshown to her, we may, by 

the loving intercession of them both, receive everlasting re-

wards.  Through Christ our Lord. 

 

http://www.ordopraedicatorum.org/2012/02/12/dominican-saints-101-bl-jordan-of-saxony/


          St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
                  August 3, 2014, 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Catholic Community News & Events 
 

Various other things...  
 

 
For Better. Forever. Secrets to a Successful and Lasting 
Marriage. On Saturday, September 13, join us for Mass 
with Bishop Frederick F. Campbell and presentations by  
Dr. Greg and Lisa Popcak, hosts of More 2 Life Radio and 
authors of Parenting With Grace and  A Marriage Made for 
Heaven: The Secrets of Heavenly Couplehood. The retreat 
will be held from  9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at St. Agatha Church, 
Upper Arlington.  Cost is $75 per couple and includes a 
light breakfast and buffet lunch provided by Berwick Ca-
tering.  For more information and to download the regis-
tration form please visit www.familylife.colsdioc.org. 
 
Retreat for men. All men in the Diocese are invited to partici-
pate in the Catholic Laymen’s Retreat League September 5-7 for 
a silent retreat at Saint Therese’s Retreat Center. Fr. Patrick 
Toner of Saint Joseph’s, Plain City, will speak on “Lessons in 
the Pursuit of Spiritual Perfection.” Cost is $130. Contact 
Charles F. Kielkopf at (614) 268-0715 or kielkopf.1@osu.edu. 

 
Catholic Schools of Zanesville have recently hired Vincent 
Joseph, a 2010 alum of Bishop Rosecrans, as Director of 
Alumni and Development. Please keep him in your prayers as 
he strives to promote Catholic education in our area. If you 
are a graduate, or would like to contact Mr. Joseph, you may 
do so via phone at (740) 452-7504 or via email at  

vjoseph@cdeducation.org.  
 
Bishop Rosecrans News 
Bishop Rosecrans is currently seeking an Athletic Director. 
Please email a letter  of interest and resume to the attention 
of Ms. Jennifer Mallett at rosecrans@cdeducation.org, by Au-
gust 8, 2014,  
 
The Class of 1989 Reunion is scheduled for August 9th 
from 6-10 PM at the Zanesville County Club. All classmates 
who attended or graduated with the class are invited! Please 
contact Julie Longstreth Kirby at 614-371-0333 or  juliel-
kirby@gmail.com for more information.  
 
Bishop Rosecrans High School is again accepting exchange 
students for this coming school year and is in need of host 
families for these students.  The host family is responsible for 
providing a safe and comfortable home and basic necessities.  
The students pay for their lunches, all school supplies, cloth-
ing, toiletries, and entertainment. There is also a monthly 
stipend for hosting.  If you, a family member, friend or 
neighbor might be interested in hosting , please contact 
Mark Dosch at (740) 452-4762 as soon as possible. 

“Shine a Light on Your Marriage” 
The long days of light show us how to 
illuminate all aspects of our lives.  Put a 
bright focus on your relationship on a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend!  The next Marriage Encoun-
ter weekends, both in central Ohio, are 
July 18-20 and September 12-14.  For 
more information or to register, contact 
Paul & Marilou Clouse at (740)746-9003 or visit our website 
at www.wwmecolumbus.org  
 

Second Collections:  Second Collection this weekend 
of August 3rd is for the Church in Latin America.  
 
Coffee and doughnuts! Due to the new Mass 
time and Sunday school format beginning in the fall, 
more volunteer aid will be needed with coffee and 
doughnuts. If you’ll be around and willing to help with 
this much needed piece of the puzzle, please contact 
Melanie Von Gunten at the parish office. 
  

Bishop Fenwick School 
School starts on Monday, August 18th. For more 
information about our school or to register stu-
dents in grades PS through 8th grade, please visit 
our website: www.bfw.cdeducation.org or call: 
740.454.9731.  An email may also be sent to: ksa-
gan@cdeducation.org   

 
Aug 9, 2014: Peter Jesserer Smith and Alexis Thornton  
 
Oct 11, 2014: Chuck Pletcher and Kaeli Lear 

 

Marriage Banns 

 


