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I’ve been reading the letters of Catholic Southern writer
Flannery O’Connor lately. She’s someone I’ve always
wanted to read more of. It was a good decision. There’s
one set of letters that has been especially insightful: those
Flannery wrote to an anonymous woman simply labeled
“A.” (she was a woman O’Connor helped bring into the
Church but who later left the Church and had a tragic
death). A. is a writer herself and is obviously amazed that
someone as intelligent and literary as Flannery O’Connor
can believe Catholic teaching.
I love reading the stories of converts to Catholicism—
hearing what concerns them, what moves them, what repels them about the faith, all are very helpful. We should
never forget how much we all have to learn from such people (as well as those who remain outside the Church).
Now, Flannery O’Connor was not a convert—she glories
in being “born a Catholic”—but she does something
equally valuable for us. She shows us the healthy confidence we all might have in Christ’s Church. Having something chosen for us doesn’t mean we can’t choose it for
ourselves, when finally we develop the mature powers of
will and choice. What O’Connor does in these letters is
describe her experience of the Catholic faith freeing her
mind for life and thought.
She has nothing but thanksgiving for God for being
baptized without having to choose it for herself—for realizes she probably never would have had the strength or
smarts to do so, she tells us. She speaks of how she was
“only slowly coming to experience things that I have all
along accepted. I suppose the fullest writing comes from
what has been accepted and experienced both and that I
have just not got that far yet all the time. Conviction without experience makes for harshness.”
“Conviction without experience makes for harshness”:
this is an admonition for all people, all the time, whether
religious or not. Strong convictions, if they’re blind, can
become ideological (i.e., irrational); they can become weapons with which to resist inconvenient facts. But convictions don’t have to work that way—even very strong convictions, the kind we have from Christian faith. There is
no enmity between conviction and experience as such—the
danger is in insulating conviction from life. It’s a danger
we can all fall prey to, Catholics as much as anyone else.
But there’s an opposite danger, too, which O’Connor is
also aware of. If convictions without experience can be
blind, experience without conviction is necessarily blurred,
and the cure is not more experience but some unifying
principle for the diffuse world we live in. And on this
score, O’Connor writes forcefully about how, if not for her
Catholic faith, the nihilism that we all breathe would have

made her “the stinkingest logical positivist you ever saw.”
She says that the dogmas of faith, far from being constraints on thought and life, make us truly free—free from
the parochial limits that any culture places on our capacity
to understand ourselves, others, and the world—to say
nothing of God! We are invited to know God and things
as God knows them. In a wonderful bit of one letter, she
replies to A.’s statement that the Incarnation and resurrection of the body suspend the laws of nature: To see Christ
as God and man is probably no more difficult today than it has
always been, even if today there seem to be more reasons to
doubt. For you it may be a matter of not being able to accept
what you call a suspension of the laws of the flesh and the physical, but for my part I think that when I know what the laws of
the flesh and the physical really are, then I will know what God
is. We know them as we see them, not as God sees them. For me
it is the Virgin Birth, the Incarnation, the resurrection which are
the true laws of the flesh and the physical. Death, decay, destruction are the suspension of these laws. I am always astonished at
the emphasis the Church puts on the body. It is not the soul she
says that will rise but the body, glorified. I have always thought
that purity was the most mysterious of the virtues, but it occurs
to me that it would never have entered human consciousness to
conceive of purity if we were not to look forward to a resurrection of the body, which will be flesh and spirit united in peace, in
the way they were in Christ. The resurrection of Christ seems
the high point in the law of nature.
In a few sentences, she sums up powerfully how the
faith frees the mind to see things that are otherwise invisible, or perhaps laughable. Rather than demanding that
God’s word simply affirm our experience, we need our experience to be reinterpreted by a higher wisdom. It’s only
sensible. If we have greater mental capacities than clams,
why shouldn’t we see ourselves as clams compared to God?
There’s a very real danger in becoming satisfied knowing
things our way, without the aid of God. We can reject
whatever doesn’t “fit” the picture we make of ourselves
and the world and feel safe and warm in a self-inflicted
blindness. Oremus pro invicem! —Fr. Peter, OP

Remember that this Friday, August 15, is the solemnity of the Assumption of Mary and a Holy Day of
Obligation. We have an extra Mass for that day (6:00
p.m.). Note also that Saint Nicholas has a vigil Mass on
Thursday, August 14, at 7:00 p.m.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sun, Aug 10
5:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

19th SUNDAY, ORDINARY TIME
Charles & Leota Schaumleffel & Family
People of the Parish
Jeanette Harnetty (+)
Floyd Denton (+)

Mon, Aug 11
8:05 a.m.
Noon

St. Clare, virgin (M)

Betty Ann Walker (+)
Anthony (Tony) Durant (+)

BAPTISMS
Usually celebrated first and third Sundays of the
month, after the last parish Mass. Contact the pastor
to schedule. First-time parents please also schedule
a “Pre-Jordan” preparation class.
WEDDINGS
Must be scheduled no later than six months before
desired wedding date. Please contact the pastor
for more information about marriage preparation.
EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION
Wednesdays: after Noon Mass until 8:00 p.m.
For information, contact Lynn Seward at
(740) 688-0314 or Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588

Tue, Aug 12
8:05 a.m.

Ralph & Kay Mills (+)

Wed, Aug 13
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Leo Burkhart (+)
Frank Euman (+)

RENTAL INFORMATION
To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity Center contact
Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-0265.

Thu, Aug 14
8:05 a.m.

St. Maximilian Kolbe, priest & martyr (M)

PREGNANCY COUNSELING
Heartbeat Family Center/Pregnancy Distress
(740) 450-5437/www.heartbeats.org

Fri, Aug 15
8:05 a.m.
Noon
6:00 p.m.

ASSUMPTION OF THE B.V.M. (SOL.)

Sat, Aug 16
9:00 a.m.

Beverly McLoughlin (+)
James & Annie Murphy (+)
Don Frame & Family
Fr. Bruno Cadore, O.P.
Betty Ann Walker (+)

Weekly Calendar

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS
Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 452-4454

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY
Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501.
PRAYER REQUESTS
(740) 454-2700, (740) 297-7164,
(740) 588-0314, or (740) 704-3136.
BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL
Tel: (740) 454-9731; Fax: (740) 454-8755
www.bfw.cdeducation.org
Principal: Mrs. Kelly Sagan
TELEVISED MASS—WHIZ TV
Sundays on channel 2 at 7:00 a.m.

Sunday, August 10
After 9:00 and 10:30 Masses: coffee and doughnuts
Monday, August 11
7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group
Tuesday, August 12
6:00 p.m. Rosary For Life
Wednesday, August 13
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition
Saturday, August 16
Pro-life Rosary in Columbus. Leave Church at 6:30 a.m.

Parish Finances
Week of August 4, 2014
Envelopes (261) ............................................$8,760.00
Loose………..…………………………
1,051.85
Total ........................... ...……………………. 9,811.85
Weekly Budget........................................... 11,538.00
Deficit .………………………………
1,726.15
Thank you!
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XI – Baptisms, Marriages and Burials
Fr. Richard Pius Miles recorded the first Baptism of St. John’s on Christmas 1828. The written record
indicates, “1828 Dec. 25 December, I baptized Thomas and Peter, sons of Francis Dusonchet and Catherine Dusonchet. Godfather: Thomas William McCaddon; Godmother: Barbara Dugan. Signed Richard
P. Miles, O.P.” On February 15, 1829, the first marriage was recorded for St. John’s. “I, Richard P. Miles,
for the Church of Zanesville, united in Matrimony Martin Durbin and Sarah Sap (sp.?)”.
Fr. Stephen Hyacinth Montgomery was followed by Fr. Miles as pastor of St. John’s in 1829. The new
pastor was assisted by Fr. Samuel Louis Montgomery. In Mr. Robert John Joseph Harkins remembrances,
he recalled that for a time, and for some forgotten reason, a German priest came to cover for the pastor in
his absence. The methods of this German priest were productive of much scandal and commotion, not
only among the congregation, but among the community at large. His apparent objective was “to put
money in his purse” by charging for his services as a priest and every duty that he discharged, he expected
to be specifically paid for that duty. Everyone that wanted to receive Communion had to pay him twenty
-five cents for a ticket before they had the privilege of receiving the Sacrament. This behavior caused a
terrible scandal and was the talk of the town. A prominent member of the congregation, William
McCaddon (a convert, and perhaps, the man who is listed as a Godfather for the first recorded Baptisms
at St. John), sent a statement of this scandal to Bishop Fenwick, which probably did not reach him, as it
appears that no reply was made to Mr. McCaddon. A second time Mr. McCaddon sent a letter off to
Bishop Fenwick, this time producing good results, as it seems that the avaricious priest was removed or
driven out, and nothing more was heard of him.
St. John Church did not completely fill the lot, so a small Catholic cemetery was established at the rear
of the plot. John Dugan had been laid to rest under the church when he died of his injuries in 1825. The
first recorded interments were in 1831. Fr. Miles wrote, “I [list] below in writing those buried from the
Church in Zanesville: Margaret Gallagher died 10 October 1831; N. Monaghan died 20 October 1831; Henry
Gainer died 23 October 1831”.
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Catholic Community News & Events
Catholic Women of the Year The deadline for submissions for this year’s Catholic Woman of the Year/Young
Catholic Woman of the Year has been extended to Monday,
August 11. These award programs, sponsored by the Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women (DCCW), offers each parish the
opportunity to recognize outstanding Catholic women from its
community at our annual awards banquet, scheduled for Sunday, August 17, at St. Charles Preparatory School, Columbus. Each woman nominated will receive a certificate and be
recognized by Bishop Campbell, who will also award and recognize the 2014 Diocesan Catholic Woman of the Year and
Young Catholic Woman of the Year. More than one woman
may be nominated from a parish; we hope to have representation from all the 23 counties of our diocese. Additionally,
priests, family and friends from the nominee’s parish are also
encouraged to attend to show their support and appreciation for
the contributions these women have made to the Columbus
Diocese and their parish communities. For nomination forms
or banquet registration information, please visit our web page,
or contact the DCCW office at (614) 228-8601, or via email at
dccwmailbox@colsdioc.org. Thank you for assisting us in honoring those women who make a difference in our diocese!

CYO Volleyball Girls. High School Girls Volleyball Players: the Diocesan Recreation Association wants you! Begin
now to form your parish CYO girls volleyball team. Girls in
grades 9-12 are eligible to play. Games will be on weekends,
beginning on Sept. 13; all teams must be formed by Sept. 4. For
more information, contact your parish athletic director, visit
the Diocesan Recreation Association webpage at
www.cdeducation.org/diocesanrecreation, or contact Marty
Raines at 614-241-2580.

Retreat for men. All men in the Diocese are invited to
participate in the Catholic Laymen’s Retreat League September
5-7 for a silent retreat at Saint Therese’s Retreat Center. Fr.
Patrick Toner of Saint Joseph’s, Plain City, will speak on
“Lessons in the Pursuit of Spiritual Perfection.” Cost is $130.
Contact Charles F. Kielkopf at (614) 268-0715 or
kielkopf.1@osu.edu.
Join J.O.I.N. (Joint Organization for Inner-City Needs) for
appetizers and drinks as we share more about our partnership
with the Catholic Foundation Tuesday, Aug. 26, 6-8 p.m., at 578
Main St., Columbus. Presentation by James Anzelmo. RSVP to
Trisha Buchanan by Aug. 19 at tbuchanan@catholicfoundation.org or (614) 443-8893.

Various other things...
The Knights of Columbus
will be celebrating Family
Week August 10-17 with a
series of events staged by
our council. Chairman Jerry Wolfe has organized a visitation to Clay Gardens Place nursing home (across from
Kohl’s) during the week. Please consider joining this
group of members and spend an hour or two of your
time to brighten the day of some of our elderly citizens.
Contact Jerry at 453-6590.
Sunday, August 17 will be a big day for the council. It
will start off with a Knights of Columbus Family Mass
at 9:00 a.m. at Saint Thomas Aquinas Church. Saint
Thomas Council 15824 will be joined by Zanesville
Council 505 and Dresden Council 10820. All members
are urged to attend with their families. We will need an
estimate of participants for the Church so they can reserve a section for us. Please notify Jerry Wolfe if you
are attending. There will be a free continental breakfast
served at the hall following Mass for members of the
three councils.
Then, as if this weren’t enough, the council’s annula
picnic will be held on the patio and outside grounds from
1:00-5:00 p.m. Meats, drinks, fun and games will be provided by the council. You are asked to bring a covered side
dish or dessert. If you can help any way in preparing the
picnic, please contact Fritz Weidig at 453-1541. And pray
for good weather.
Blue Mass
When: Thursday, September 11, 2014 at 5:00 pm.
Where: St. Timothy Church, 1088 Thomas Lane, Columbus, OH 43220
Why: The Blue Mass is an opportunity to pray for those
in law enforcement and fire safety, remember those who
have fallen, and support those who serve. We also remember the 2,973 who lost their lives in the Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist attacks. Celebrant: Frederick F Campbell, DD,
PhD, Bishop of Columbus. Invited: All active and retired police, fire, and emergency medical services in the
greater Columbus area, and their families. Sponsored
by: St. Timothy Knights of Columbus Council 14345
Reception following Mass. Prayer: “To honor our police,
firefighters and emergency medical services, to ask for
God’s blessing, to keep them safe and to guide them in
their duties.”
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Parish Life

School News

CCD Registration
CCD begins Sunday September 7th, and there are some exciting changes taking place. Registration packets are going out
with the information, but in order to provide flexibility to
families with children in the Parish School of Religion, CCD
will begin at 10 a.m. and end at 10:50 a.m., so that families can
either attend Mass at 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. We will offer coffee,
donuts, fellowship and, perhaps a little more for the parents
waiting on the students. We will need volunteers to help with
the additional coffee and donuts, so to volunteer or for information about CCD, please call Melanie Von Gunten at 4533301, extension 15.

Catholic Schools of Zanesville have recently hired
Vincent Joseph, a 2010 alum of Bishop Rosecrans, as
Director of Alumni and Development. Please keep
him in your prayers as he strives to promote Catholic education in our area. If you are a graduate, or
would like to contact Mr. Joseph, you may do so via
phone at (740) 452-7504 or via email at
vjoseph@cdeducation.org.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Fall is rapidly approaching with changes all around us. We
may recognize some changes within us as well, as God invites
us to draw closer to Him in the Catholic Faith. For those who
are interested in learning about the Catholic Faith in order to
join us in the Catholic Church, or for those who may have been
baptized Catholic, but never raised or fully initiated in the
Catholic Church, why not join us for the RCIA process? Those
who are already members of the Catholic Faith, please invite
the non-Catholics in your lives to join us. To register for the
process or if you have any questions, please call Melanie Von
Gunten at 453-3301, extension 15. Why not "come and see"?

Muskingum Valley Right To Life
The Right To Life group will be going to the abortion clinic on
Broad Street in Columbus Saturday morning August 16, 2014 to
pray the Rosary for the unborn and their mothers. We will depart
from Church at 6:30 a.m.

Sister Maureen Retirement Party

Mark your calendars now for Sr. Maureen's Retirement Party
on Sunday September 7th following the 11 a.m. Mass. The festivities will go until 2 p.m. The Parish will provide the main
dish and beverages, but ask you to participate by bringing salads, sides and desserts to share with your fellow parishioners. If your last name begins with
A-H, please bring a salad; I-P,
please bring side dishes, and Q-Z,
please bring dessert. Remember to
call in reservations to the Parish
Center at 453-3301 to let us know
how many will come with you and
what you think that you may bring,
so that we will be prepared with
plenty of food. If you have any
questions, please call Melanie Von
Gunten at 453-3301, extension 15.

Bishop Fenwick School starts on Monday, August
18th. For more information about our school or to
register students in grades PS through 8th grade,
please visit our website: www.bfw.cdeducation.org
or call: 740.454.9731. An email may also be sent to:
ksagan@cdeducation.org
Bishop Fenwick School welcomes the general public
to a Open House on Thursday, August 21st., 2014 at
6:00 pm in St. Thomas Activity Center. Come and
explore our beautiful school and meet the teachers
of Bishop Fenwick. Also we will be having a Ice
Cream Social as well. For more information please
call Kelly Sagan at (740) 454-9731 or email ksagan@cdeducation.org.
Bishop Rosecrans High School is again accepting
exchange students for this coming school year and
is in need of host families for these students. The
host family is responsible for providing a safe and
comfortable home and basic necessities. The students pay for their lunches, all school supplies,
clothing, toiletries, and entertainment. There is also
a monthly stipend for hosting. If you, a family
member, friend or neighbor might be interested in
hosting , please contact Mark Dosch at (740) 4524762 as soon as possible.

