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In today’s Gospel, Jesus makes the first of three predictions to his disciples: in Matthew’s Gospel, it occurs here,
in chapter 16, again in chapter 20 and yet a third time in the
first verses of chapter 26. This is a continuation of last
Sunday’s passage, in which Jesus elicits a confession of
faith from Saint Peter. Jesus confers authority on Saint
Peter because of his grasp of who Jesus was, but now here
in this passage we see that Peter’s grasp is still feeble. Peter
proclaims that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living
God,” which is true: but what does it mean? Peter may
have thought it meant Jesus’ being wildly acclaimed and
celebrated by everyone. He must have though it at least
meant Jesus would make them who reject him to suffer.
Instead, Jesus tells them that he himself would suffer, and
die—at the hands of his own people, those he came to save
(the Jewish priests, in fact). Peter’s reaction is to admonish
the Lord that this is no way to succeed—“God forbid!”
And for presuming to deter Jesus from what he came to do,
he is put rather abruptly in his place.
Peter was right in words but lacking in understanding.
Jesus reveals to Peter exactly the meaning of his own
word. This is what it means to be the Christ, the Son of
the living God: to suffer. We speak of the passion of the
Lord as our great consolation and hope, and “passion”
means “suffering.” Suffering is inherently awful, repugnant to us. No one can or ever should choose suffering for
its own sake, and our Lord himself certainly did not do
that. He chose to suffer for a good that he must have
thought worthy: our salvation, our redemption.
But here we must ask: what does that mean? What
sense does it even make? How could God the Father be
pleased by suffering? And how could one person’s suffering benefit anyone else’s? One perennial source of anger
against Christianity is precisely the belief that Christ’s
suffering is the source of the world’s salvation. Many atheists detest it as portraying a irrational, hateful, God that is
placated by blood—worse in fact than any pagan deity.
(Atheists reject God anyway, but they find Christianity,
for this reason and others, particularly obnoxious.)
We should not avoid this kind of critique but meet it, by
first trying to appreciate it. Much of what we believe, after
all, is shocking to those who have never heard it. Think of
what we believe about the Eucharist, for starters. We eat
the body and drink the blood of Jesus Christ. Not symbolically only. Really, truly.
And so we come to the cross of the Lord, his death by
torture. Yes, we claim the cross of the Lord as saving, but
it was also hideous. It’s precisely in his willingness to suffer for us that we find its power to change lives, and to

wash us of sin. It’s in the cross that both God and man are
revealed: God who is not afraid, or embarrassed, of the ignobility of suffering or its pain. God who loves us to the
point of helplessness—and after all, how does one prove
love? By doing great things? But what if one can’t do great
things? Is one therefore unable to love? God of course is
almighty, but his almightiness is proven in turning sinners
back to him—freely—by the example of the gift of something we can all appreciate: a human life. Not just any human life, but that joined to the Person of the Eternal
Word. The healing that comes to us from the cross is complete because it is a divine-human suffering—divine in
value and human in its character, and so it suffices for us.
But it also offers healing of mind and heart—we should
quake at the thought of so much being at stake for God in
our salvation.
We’re all much like Peter and the other apostles, I’d
wager. We wish we had a Savior that didn’t do so much
for us, so that so much might not be expected of us in return. But our salvation consists in becoming just like him,
even to the point of suffering willingly—through him,
with him, and in him. —Fr. Peter

Mass time change next week!
Beginning next weekend, the Sunday Mass schedule
will be 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00.
C.C.D. will begin at 10:00am.
We still need volunteers to help with coffee and
doughnuts. Please call the parish office and talk to
Melanie von Gunten if you are willing and able to be
put on a rotation of coffee & doughnut providers. (If
it provides any incentive, you’re guaranteed a doughnut the weeks you’re on duty.)
Please plan on coming to Sr. Maureen Mahon’s going-away luncheon Sunday the 7th, as well. More information about this can be found a few pages from
here….
R.C.I.A. will be starting up the middle of September. Pass the word to anyone you know who wants to
become a Catholic (they may not be aware of the fact
yet!).
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sun, Aug 31
5:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Mick Norris (+)
Theresa Salahub (+)
Bob & Betty Mattingly (+)
People of the Parish

Mon, Sept 1
9:00 a.m.

Labor Day—Civic Holiday
Roy Peterman (+)

Tue, Sept 2
8:05 a.m.

Joe Jamiolkowski (+)

Wed, Sept 3
8:05 a.m.
Noon

St. Gregory the Great, pope & doctor (M)
Merlin Johnson (+)
Leo Burkhart (+)

Thu, Sept 4
8:05 a.m.

Jack Vaughn (+)

Fri, Sept 5
8:05 a.m.
Noon

Fallen-away Catholics
Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+)

Sat, Sept 6
9:00 a.m.

Fr. Luke Turon, O.P. (+)

Sun, Sep 7
5:00 p.m. (Sat)
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Dolores Heil (+)
Eleanor Teeters (+)
People of the Parish
Thomas Pastier (+)

BAPTISMS
Usually celebrated first and third Sundays of the
month, after the last parish Mass. Contact the pastor
to schedule. First-time parents please also schedule
a “Pre-Jordan” preparation class.
WEDDINGS
Must be scheduled no later than six months before
desired wedding date. Please contact the pastor
for more information about marriage preparation.
EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION
Wednesdays: after Noon Mass until 8:00 p.m.
For information, contact Lynn Seward at
(740) 688-0314 or Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588
FUNERAL LUNCHEONS
Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 452-4454
RENTAL INFORMATION
To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity Center contact
Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-0265.
PREGNANCY COUNSELING
Heartbeat Family Center/Pregnancy Distress
(740) 450-5437/www.heartbeats.org
ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY
Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501.
PRAYER REQUESTS
(740) 454-2700, (740) 297-7164,
(740) 588-0314, or (740) 704-3136.
BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL
Tel: (740) 454-9731; Fax: (740) 454-8755
www.bfw.cdeducation.org
Principal: Mrs. Kelly Sagan
TELEVISED MASS—WHIZ TV
Sundays on channel 2 at 7:00 a.m.

Weekly Calendar

Sunday, August 31
After 9:00 and 10:30 Masses: coffee and doughnuts
Monday, September 1
Parish Office Closed - Labor Day
7:00 p.m. Children of God Prayer Group
Tuesday, September 2
6:00 p.m. Rosary For Life
Wednesday, September 3
Noon - 8:00 p.m. Eucharistic Exposition

Parish Finances
Week of August 25, 2014
Envelopes (278) ........................................... $8,239.00
Loose………..…………………………
1,017.70
Total ..............................……………………. 9,256.70
Weekly Budget ........................................... 11,538.00
Deficit .………………………………
2,281.30
Thank you!
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XIV – The Need for a New Church
In the decade of the 1830's, about 600,000 people came to this country as immigrants, which was about 50% more
than had come in the fifty years prior to 1830. In the next decade, about three times as many came as in the1830's. A
significant number of those immigrants were Catholics. Experts estimate that of the five million people who came as
immigrants before the Civil War, 40% were Irish and 30% were German. Many of these immigrants clustered in the
growing cities of the East but many headed West. With the opening of the National Road through Zanesville about
1830 and the development of the steamboat travel on the Muskingum River, the population in this area increased rapidly. Many of the new residents were German speaking immigrants. The first meeting of German speaking Catholics
was reported in the Catholic Telegraph of 1836. Bishop Purcell (who had succeeded Bishop Fenwick in Cincinnati), in
company with a German speaking priest, Father Joseph Stahlschmidt, visited Zanesville on July 11. The Germans
wanted their own parish where preaching and devotional exercises could be in their own language. After a few years,
the Germans formed their own parish and dedicated their church in honor of Saint Nicholas on December 1, 1842.
Meanwhile the congregation at Saint John recognized the need for a new and larger
church but money was scarce. Father Stephen Hyacinth Montgomery, O.P. had been influential in the building and furnishing of the Church of Saint John. Now another Father Montgomery – Charles Pius Montgomery, O.P. -- had a similar role with regard to the Church of
Saint Thomas Aquinas. He first came to Zanesville in 1832. He succeeded Father Richard
Pius Miles, O.P. who left Zanesville to become Prior of Saint Rose Priory in Springfield, Kentucky. In 1836, Fr. Miles became Provincial (the head of the Dominicans in the United States)
and, in 1838, became the first Bishop of Nashville, Tennessee. Father Charles P. Montgomery,
O.P. became Provincial in 1838 but seems to have continued to spend much of his time in
Zanesville. When Father Montgomery became Provincial he was succeeded as Pastor by Father George A. J. Wilson, O.P. Father Wilson had lived in the parish before he entered the
Dominican Order and now returned to the parish as its pastor.
After worshipping in St. John the Baptist Church since 1827, it was determined that a larger church was needed to accommodate the growing number of Catholics in the area. St.
John’s Church was razed to allow for the construction of a newer and larger church. While the old building was being
torn down and the new one erected, services were held on the third floor of the Blocksom Building at the northwest
corner of Sewer Alley and Main Street.
When the erection of St. Thomas Church was finally determined, the anticipated expenses were appalling, and how
to decrease the expense was a matter of great importance. All had agreed that the new church structure was to be made
of brick. The many thousands of bricks would cost a great sum. The Dominican Fathers and their people did not
know how they were going to acquire the money needed to pay for them. In the midst of this troublesome problem, an
exemplary non-Catholic citizen of Quaker descent, Mr. John C. Howard went to Fr. Charles Pius Montgomery and
said, “I am willing to give you something for your Church, but I have no money. I have a place two miles down the
river where there is good building stone. You can have all you want for your new Church.” Fr. Montgomery apparently accepted this generous offer on December 21, 1841. This was a great blessing and certainly lessened the expense of
our beautiful Church. It can truly be said that St. Thomas Aquinas Church had its beginnings in the spirit of ecumenism. The plans for the new church were donated by Patrick Keely of Brooklyn, New York and were for an imposing
edifice of English Gothic architecture.
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Catholic Community News & Events
Catholic Men's Luncheon Club
The September 5 session of the Catholic Men’s Luncheon
Club will feature a presentation on "Evangelization in the
Workplace" by Mr. Marc Hawk. Marc is a member of St.
John Neumann parish in Sunbury and is a graduate of the
University of Notre Dame. He began his career as an
accountant, working later in commercial banking. Since
then, Marc and his brother founded RevLocal, a digital
marketing agency. Marc serves as President of the Columbus chapter of Legatus and President of the Board of
St. Gabriel Catholic Radio. Join us Friday, September 5th
at St. Patrick Church, Downtown Columbus. Holy Mass
at 11:45 am followed by Lunch and Speaker until 1:00 pm.
No reservations necessary. $10 covers the lunch and meeting. Bring a friend! For information on the many activities of Columbus Catholic Men, go to ColumbusCatholicMen.com or contact John Schechter, CMLC
President at jschechter@sbcglobal.net.

Rosecrans Booster Mania
Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters will be having their
Booster Mania on Wednesday, September 10th, 2014 at
the Knights of Columbus Hall at 6:30 p.m. You may purchase your numbers for the next year and enjoy the food
and drinks, compliments of the Boosters. Thank You!

Rosecrans Athletic Boosters Mum Sale
Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters MUM sale forms are
available at the Knights of Columbus Hall or at Bishop
Rosecrans High School. Pick up will be on Wednesday,
September 10 at the Knights of Columbus beginning at
6:30 p.m. If you have any questions you may contact
Marvin Paul at 453-4482.
jschechter@sbcglobal.net.

Catholic Social Services Breakfast With The Bishop
On Friday, October 3, 2014 7:45 - 9 a.m. at the Hyatt Regency, 350 N. High Street, Columbus OH. Doors open at
7:30 a.m. Speakers for the event are Bishop Frederick F.
Campbell and Jodi Pfarr, Minneapolis, MN, Bridges Out
of Poverty certified trainer, advocate, and teacher.
All proceeds from the breakfast will support the programs
and services of CSS. For tickets or event sponsorship call
Peggy Welch at 614.857.1254 or via the CSS website at
www.colscss.org.

Varia

Sister Maureen Retirement Party
Mark your calendars now for Sr. Maureen's Retirement Party on Sunday September 7th following the 11
a.m. Mass. in St. Thomas Activity Center. The festivities
will go until 2 p.m. The Parish will provide the main dish
and beverages, but ask you to
participate by bringing salads, sides and desserts to
share with your fellow parishioners. If your last name begins with A-H,
please bring a salad; I-P, please bring side dishes,
and Q-Z, please bring dessert. Remember to call in
reservations to the Parish Center at 453-3301 to let us
know how many will come with you and what you
think that you may bring, so that we will be prepared with plenty of food. If you have any questions, please call Melanie Von Gunten at 453-3301,
extension 15

Sadie Corry Pilgrimage
Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to Carey, Ohio Our Lady of
Consolation Basilica and Shrine Wednesday October 1, 2014. The cost is $25.00 and you may purchase
your lunch at the cafeteria. Paid reservations needed
by Monday Sept. 8, 2014. Bus departure time is 7:50
a.m. from the K. of C. Sunrise Center Zanesville.
For more information call Mary Murphy at 452-4454
or Margaret Kronenbitter at 453-7657. Make checks
payable and send to Margaret Kronenbitter, 2700
Wayne Ridge Rd., Zanesville OH 43701-9240.

Unaccompanied Children – Who, Why,
What Next From a Catholic Perspective
The Church of the Resurrection Social Concerns Ministry is
sponsoring a Panel Discussion… To provide an opportunity to
learn about the current conditions in Central America, the causes
of child immigration, and how we can respond to the crisis. On
Wednesday, September 10, 2014 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. at the Church
of the Resurrection Ministry Center, 6300 E. Dublin - Granville
Rd, New Albany, Ohio. Come join us and get the facts.
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Parish Life
Labor Day: Monday, September 1
The School and the Parish Offices will be closed in observance of Labor Day. The Dominican Fathers and Staff of
St. Thomas wish each of you a safe and happy holiday.
There will be only one Mass that day, at 9:00 a.m.

CCD Registration begins Sunday September 7th,
and there are some exciting changes taking
place. Registration packets have been mailed, but in order
to provide flexibility to families with children in the Parish School of Religion, CCD will begin at 10 a.m. and end
at 10:50 a.m., so that families can either attend Mass at 9
a.m. or 11 a.m. If you have not received one yet, please
call Melanie Von Gunten, the Director of Religious Education, at 453-3301, extension 15.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Fall is rapidly approaching with changes all around
us. We may recognize some changes within us as well, as
God invites us to draw closer to Him in the Catholic
Faith. For those who are interested in becoming Catholic,
or for those who may have been baptized Catholic, but
never raised or fully initiated in the Catholic Church,
why not join us for the RCIA process? If you have any
questions, please call Melanie Von Gunten at (740) 4533301, extension 15. Why not "come and see"?

Youth Group
All High School Students Welcome! On Sunday, September 7th - Welcome Back Cook Out! at St. Nicholas
Teen Center 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. Join us for great food and
lots of fun! Bring a friend.

Sign Language Classes resume on Monday,
September 8th at 6:00 pm at St. Nicholas Parish Office. Classes are through
the Main Street entrance. All skill levels
are welcome, beginners to advanced.
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Rosary Altar Society
Please mark your calendars ladies! St. Thomas Rosary
Altar will start their new year with our annual Potluck
Dinner on Thursday, September 11th at 6:00 pm follow
by a brief meeting in the Rosary Hall. Come and bring a
friend with a covered dish. Please come and support the
Rosary Altar as we continue to assist our Church. Your
participation is needed. For more details call Lori Gnau,
President @ 740.453.8501.

Sacristy help needed
The parish needs individuals who would be willing to Launder
and Iron Altar Linens. We need both scheduled individuals
and those who would be willing to help out as alternates.
Please contact Lori Gnau at (740)453-8501 or stop by the parish
office for more information.

A Prayer for Labor Day
God, our Creator,
We are the work of your hands.
Guide us in our work,
that we may do it, not for self
alone,
but for the common good.
Make us alert to injustice,
ready to stand in solidarity,
that there may be dignity for all
in labor and in labor’s reward.
Grant this through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
Joseph, patron of laborers,
pray for us.

