St. Thomas Aquinas Church
November 23, 2014, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Pastor’s Corner
Today is Christ the King Sunday. It’s the last Sunday
of the liturgical year (i.e., the Sunday before the beginning of Advent), just as Christ will manifest himself unmistakably both to the sheep and the goats at
the end of time, and judge between them. His judgment is unerring; no mistakes are made, or could be
made. He knows us all intimately, right down to the
numbers of hairs on our head—he knows us better,
oh, far better, than we know ourselves. He knows us
as only a Creator could.
One thing that this Sunday’s Gospel reading from
Saint Matthew makes very clear is that there is zero
guesswork involved in salvation. We’re not supposed
to be trying to figure out what God wants. He tells us.
We are to love God and neighbor, and we prove we
love the God we cannot see by loving the neighbor we
can see, for God made our neighbor as surely as he
made us, and everything else. His signature is left on
everything that comes into existence. To love the
creature is to love the Creator, and to hate the creature is to hate the Creator, whether we are mindful of
the intimate link between them or not.
This passage from Matthew’s Gospel is a fearsome
one. It’s supposed to be. God loves us, but he demands
we take him (and our selves, and our sins) seriously.
Notice how the Son of Man is unmoved by the pleading of those he moves to his left, as goats: “Depart
from me.” (There is a stark parable in which he says
that many will say, “Lord, Lord,” but the judge will
simply reply, “I do not know you.”) But the dismissal of the goats and the blessing of the sheep is not
a matter of divine whim, and it should not have come
as a surprise to the goats, although they certainly
seem surprised. Notice that both the sheep and the
goats are surprised at their lot. The good say, “when
did we see you and attend to your needs?” and they
are told they did so whenever they attended to the
needs of the least of the brothers and sisters of the
Son of Man. The bad, when they hear their sentence,
say, “when did we see you and not attend to you?” and
they are reminded of their neglect. The good receive
their wonderful inheritance as a gift beyond what
they expected: in doing good on earth, they weren’t

posturing for recognition. They just did it out of love.
And when the wicked did evil, they proved they had
no love.
Notice also that the sin the accursed stand accused
of is neglect; how often we forget that to sin we don’t
need to commit acts of violence or destroy someone
by lies. Our indifference to their good is enough. We
say it at each Mass in the confiteor: I confess to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I
have greatly sinned: in my thoughts and in my words, in
what I have done, and in what I have failed to do. We sin
in thoughts and in words, and in neglect, as well as by
deed. Our sins of neglect can be quite terrible indeed.
Notice, finally—and this is very important—that
God did not make Hell for human beings. There is a
marked difference in the way the Son of Man speaks
of reward to the good and of punishment to the evildoers. To the good he says, “enter the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” But
to the wicked he says, “depart from me, you accursed,
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” Hell was made for the rebellious angels because
the finality of their choice made repentance impossible. Total isolation from God was the consequence of
their total rejection of goodness. So, Hell is made for
the bad angels, not man, but if we are capable of that
kind of complete rejection of God, then that same isolation is the only possible place for bad humans, too.
Jesus Christ is King. King of the Church, King of
the universe, even though his rule is not recognized
by many. Let us at least, his Church, adore and serve
him—starting with loving our neighbor. Oremus pro
invicem! —Fr. Peter
Please pray for my mom. One of the advantages of being pastor is having pages like this to write in each week. I’d like to use
this space to ask you all to send up prayers for my mom, Peggy
Fegan. She was recently diagnosed with aggressive small cell carcinoma. She’s seeking a second opinion soon (by the time you read
this) at Johns Hopkins University Hospital in Baltimore, so we’re
not giving up hope. She’s got a tremendous, granite-like faith, but
this has shaken her and all of us. Please pray for her healing. More
than that, pray she (and all of us) be strong, whatever happens.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sun, Nov 23
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+)
Ephraim Heil (+)
People of the Parish
Clarence Harnetty (+)

Mon, Nov 24
8:00am
Noon

Dominican Vietnamese Martyrs (M)
Fr. Luke Turon O.P., 1st anniversary (+)
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)

Tue, Nov 25
8:00am

Floyd Denton (+)

Wed, Nov 26
8:00am
Noon

Andrea Musselman Scott (+)
Fallen-away Catholics

Thu, Nov 27
9:00am

Thanksgiving Day
Frank Yerman (+)

Fri, Nov 28
9:00am

Michael & Catherine Musselman & Family

Sat, Nov 29
9:00am

Catherine Murphy (+)

Sun, Nov 30
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

First Sunday Of Advent
Don Frame & Family
People of the Parish
Joe Jamiolkowski (+)
James & Rita Hofer

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger,
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Ed Bowman, Madelyn Bronkar. Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar,
Ralph Dosch, Paul & Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor,
Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary
Ellen Grafton, Nancy Hamler, Florence Herbert,
Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary
Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long,
David Macenko, Farida Mach, Gerald Marshall,
Josephine Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perrone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and
Barb Ridenour, Barbara Schumacher, Charles &
Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Sfliko, Theresa Tracey,
Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Weekly Calendar

(Incense will not be used at 7:00am Masses; it may be used at other Sunday Masses, as well as evening Masses on Holy Days of Obligation.)

2nd Collections

Sun, Nov 23
10:00 a.m. CCD (School)
(No CCD next Sunday!)
Knights of Columbus Breakfast (Rosary Hall)

This Sunday: Dominican Novices
Dec 7:
Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Dec 14:
Retirement Fund for Religious

Mon, Nov 24
6:00 p.m. Third Order of St. Dominic
7:00 p.m. Children of God prayer group (Chapel)

Parish Finances

Tue, Nov 25
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center)

Week of November 17, 2014
Envelopes (251) ............................................$7,581.00
Loose………..…………………………
1,101.58
Total .......................... ...……………………. 8,682.58
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00
This week’s deficit...…………………. 2,855.42

Year-to-date deficit: ……………...

31,683.74

Wed, Nov 26
No Eucharistic exposition this week.
Thu, Nov 27 & Fri Nov 28
Parish offices closed
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XXIII – Cyclone
A destructive windstorm in Zanesville in 1912 wrought havoc upon St. Thomas Aquinas Church, killing three
and injuring twenty-eight worshippers who were gathered for the 6:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday June 16. The cyclone
began in the western end of the city and swept with terrific force eastward. Fr. John Paul Roach, O.P., was the
celebrant and just as he was reading the announcements, the storm broke, sweeping the steeple from the church.
As it crashed, Fr. Roach’s presence of mind saved the lives of many. He managed to avert panic within the church
by calmly beckoning the stunned congregation to move forward and away from the danger of falling stones and
plaster. It was a futile gesture for some, as many were trapped by the tons of stones which fell from the tower.
One of the stones was reported to have weighed more than a thousand pounds and it crushed three worshippers
who were in the same pew. Fr. Roach left the Mass and began to administer Extreme Unction and Viaticum to
those who were injured and dying. One of the injured, Thomas Skinian, was so badly crushed, that he died in the
church. John Dinan, almost as seriously hurt, died soon after reaching Good Samaritan Hospital. Thomas Rock,
whose legs were badly injured, also passed away.
The wrecked steeple made a huge jagged hole in the roof. The front of the balcony was broken. The great organ was a flat mass of wreckage. Parishioners were barred from the church. In order to meet their Sunday obligations, parishioners attended Mass at St. Nicholas Church, which had escaped the worst of the storm. Father A. L.
Leininger had been in the pulpit at 6:30 that morning, as the storm raged furiously. The oppressive winds hit St.
Nicholas, causing windows to bulge, doors to slam and the congregation to go into a near panic. Fr. Leininger remained calm and continued with his sermon and the parishioners were reassured.
In The Daily Courier published Monday evening, June 17, 1912, proclaimed the disaster in bold headlines: Death
and Destruction in Storm’s Wake: Terrible Cyclone Sweeps Over the City. The story of the damage to St. Thomas is
under the heading: Two Were Killed and Many Hurt at St. Thomas Church When Massive Spire Crashed to Earth Sending Heavy Blocks of Stone through Roof Upon the Assembled Worshippers Who Had No Warning of their Peril. Following is the newspaper account of the tragedy: Far reaching as was the property damage in Muskingum county by reason of
the storm which raged about 6:30 o’clock Sunday morning, much more terrible was the accident which occurred at St. Thomas
Catholic church on North Fifth street, one of the most beautiful, as well as the oldest of the large churches of the city. Death
came to one member of the congregation, even as he knelt in prayer, while another died shortly afterwards in the Good Samaritan Hospital. Others were fearfully, some fatally, injured.
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Varia Catholica
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch,
OP, pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be
leading a pilgrimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015.
Interested pilgrims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch directly at michael.dosch@juno.com or
the contacting the Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at (877)
276-7279 or lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net.
Visit the website at www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com.
Deadline for registration is March 20, 2015.

Rosecrans Boys Basketball Fundraiser
For the past 22 years, the Bishop Rosecrans boys basketball team, along with the cheerleaders and girls basketball
team, have provided Christmas gifts for needy children.
This program is now called “Christmas on the Hill.”
How can you help? On November 29, the basketball team
will have a drive-up in front of Rosecrans High School
where you can pick up TATS pizza and salads between
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. This is a great way to have all the food
you need for the Buckeyes-Wolverines game that starts at
noon! If you have any questions, call Todd Rock at (740)
408-1475.

Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters
The Bishop Rosecrans Athletic boosters will be having a
fundraiser at the Underwood Bob Evans on Sunday, November 30th from 2 p.m. - 9 p.m. You must have a flyer
when making your purchase. You can pick up a flyer
from Bishop Rosecrans or the Knights of Columbus. For
more details contact Marvin Paul at (740) 453-4482.

Rosecrans High School Holiday Bazaar
On Saturday, December 6, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This
bazaar has over 150 tables with 100 different vendors. We
offer a wide variety of crafts including many gift ideas,
holiday decorations, and unique handcrafted items found
only at this type of event. There is lunch for purchase,
which includes homemade soups, noodles, sandwiches &
desserts. We take pride in being referred to as the “best
bazaar in the area.” Mark your calendar now!

First Annual Bishops Alumni Social
will happen at the Knights of Columbus on Friday,
November 28th from 7 - 10 pm. Tickets are $10 at
the door or $5 if purchased in advance at the high
school. Appetizers and soft drinks included. This
event is open to all RHS supporters, alumni, family,
and friends.

Youth Group
The Youth Group will meet on Sunday, November 30
from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. Students will travel to local stores
to purchase Christmas gifts for children attending the
Knights of Columbus 505 Christmas party. Dinner out at
6:00 pm. Permission slips are required.

Baskets of Love
This is the time to brighten a senior
citizen’s holiday season. We will be
making gift baskets; please consider
buying some items to fill the baskets.
Encouraged items include (but are not
limited to) bath & hand towels, nonskid rugs, phone cards, “gripper” pens,
lined stationery, postage stamps, envelopes, large print
books, shampoo, dog or cat treats, soap, razors, crossword
puzzle books, bandages & ointments, mops, sponges,
bleach, laundry soap, fabric softener, stain remover, sugarfree candy, toothpaste, assorted greeting cards, paper towels, tissues, toilet paper, baby powder. The items will be
delivered by December 22, 2014. You may drop off your
items at the Catholic Social Services office, 422 Main St,
or the Muskingum County Senior Center on Sunrise
Center, Zanesville.

Sr. Maureen Mahon New Address
Sr. Maureen new address for those who wish to correspond with her, here is her new address:

Sr. Maureen Mahon, OSF
Sisters of St. Francis
P.O. Box 100
Oldenburg, IN 47036-0100
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Around the parish

Happy Thanksgiving day to everyone!
There will be no C.C.D. Classes on Sunday, November
30th. The parish office will be closed on Nov 27-28.

K of C Breakfast Our parish Knights of Columbus council will be serving hot breakfast after all
Masses this Sunday. As always, there is no charge
for the breakfast, but donations are gratefully accepted.

The Rosary Altar Society president Lori Gnau
would like to thank everyone who helped set-up and
those who worked hard during the auction. Thank you
to all parishioners, and those who donated, for your generosity to make this years Christmas Auction successful!

Annual Blanket Drive
St. Vincent de Paul Society will be collecting blankets
on December 4th & 5th. Please bring your new blankets
to church with you and drop them off, or you may bring
them to the Parish Office. You may make a cash donation also if you wish.
Canned goods and other non-perishables for the
needy may be brought to the parish anytime between now and Thanksgiving. Items that are especially needed are soups, chili with beans, Manwich,
cereal, oatmeal, applesauce, tuna, salmon, rice, jello,
and canned fruit. Low sodium and sugar free items
also appreciated.

Count Your Blessings
Count your blessings every day,
You’ll find each day there’s more;
God’s great love extends to you,
Much more than you ask Him for.
Blessings, sometimes, come in disguise
And you fail to know they are there;
But God will lift the hidden veil,
If you turn to Him in prayer.
He blesses you with life each day,
Good food and clothing to wear,
He sends the sunshine and the rain,
For God is always just and fair.
God’s door is always standing open,
He never turns away from you,
His grace, and mercy are amazing,
His great love is forever true.
~ Francis Culp Wolfe

