St. Thomas Aquinas Church
December 7, 2014, Second Sunday of Advent

Pastor’s Corner
On the Solemnity of Christ the King just two weeks
ago, we heard the sobering passage from Matthew’s
Gospel (chap. 25) of the final judgment—wherein the
Son of Man would separate the sheep from the goats,
and banish the goats to everlasting punishment and
usher the sheep into the presence of God. The final
judgment is distinct from the personal judgment each of
us undergoes at the moment of death. There’s no change
in the outcome, but it’s different in that the final judgment takes place before all mankind, and at the end of
time. Every man and woman who will have ever been
created by God will be present, and will be aware of the
judgment passed on everyone else, and why. All of our
deeds, good and bad alike, will be visible to everyone.
Every hidden act of love, every secret sin, will be published. (It’s mind-boggling, but if God wishes us to
know something he can certainly make it happen.)
But why a second judgment, and why should we all
have to stand naked before the eyes of everyone else?
Saint Thomas Aquinas says that, just as we don’t know
the full quality of a human act until all its remote consequences have occurred, so the quality of a human life
cannot be known fully until all the ripples of our good
and evil deeds have stilled (God knows all things eternally but he wants us to see it all, too, so we have to
wait.) And one of the lingering effects of our lives is a
certain reputation, sometimes an undeserved reputation. Aquinas says that justice demands not only the
punishment of the wicked and the rewarding of the
good, but setting straight the record in the minds of all;
it requires the correction of mistaken impressions.
Many go through life with a reputation for goodness
but are in fact controlling and cruel at home toward
their families—and very good at hiding it. Some are victims of calumnies and, unable to right the wrong themselves, they remember the beatitudes and bear it, hopefully. Just think of how many people there must be
down the years who have been wrongly put to death for
crimes they were innocent of committing, and think of
what their families must have thought of them as they
died! It would be unbearable without the final judgment. And so, Saint Thomas says, all these things are subject
to the verdict of the divine judgment; and consequently, a perfect
and public judgment cannot be made during the course of this pre-

sent time. So there must be a final judgment at the last day, in
which everything concerning every man in every respect shall be
perfectly and publicly judged.
Everything, concerning every man, in every respect.
Perfectly and publicly judged. The very thought of that
is unbearable, unless we trust in the mercy of God. As
St. Paul put it: all of us have fallen short of the glory of
God. Yet if God be for us, so who can be against us? He
is on our side, that is, if we put our sins behind us. And
we are never too old to repent.
The thought of Christ’s judgment is, and should be, a
bit frightening. But far more frightening is the prospect
of anyone else’s judgment. Christ forbids us to judge because we’re horrible at it. We almost always get it
wrong, and the higher the stakes, the more we get
wrong. We’re so prejudiced and fickle we can’t see
things straight. We judge many people to be good who
are in fact bad, and when the truth becomes known,
many go into denial or grow despondent. When we
judge people to be bad—which is even worse for us to
do—it is often impossible for us to change our minds.
Notice Jesus commands us “do not judge,” not just “do
not judge people to be evil.” Judging people to be good is
not our place, either. We are to work out our own salvation in fear and trembling, knowing we’re made of
brittle stuff, and we’re to pray for our neighbors since
they’re just like us. Psalm 146 tells us not to put our
trust in princes, nor in any mortal man. If we obey that
counsel, we will be safe. We won’t place anyone undeservingly on a pedestal, and we won’t condemn. We’ll
see everyone just as Jesus reveals us to be: branches that
wither and die if cut off from him, the life-giving
branch. —Fr. Peter, O.P.
My sincere thanks for all the prayers that have been going up for
my mom. Here’s the latest: her CT scan came back showing that
the cancer has not reached the lymph nodes, praise God. But she
still needs surgery, and fairly invasive surgery at that. She has decided to go with a team of specialists at Georgetown University
Hospital and will have surgery December 15th. I’m not certain at
this point whether I will be able to go home for that, but if you
don’t see me next weekend, that’s where I’ll be.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sun, Dec 7
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Second Sunday Of Advent
Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+)
Robert Wetzel & Family
William Stuck (+)
People of the Parish

Mon, Dec 8
8:00am
Noon
7:00 pm

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (S)
Louise Crowley (+)
Julia Hankins (+)
Pope Francis

Tue, Dec 9
8:00am

Fallen-away Catholics

Wed, Dec 10
8:00am
Noon

Fallen-away Catholics
Jeanette Harnetty (+)

Thu, Dec 11
8:00am

Fallen-away Catholics

Fri, Dec 12
8:00am
Noon

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE (F)
Fallen-away Catholics
Claude Foley (+)

Sat, Dec 13
9:00am

St. Lucy, virgin & martyr (M)
Souls in Purgatory

Sun, Dec 14
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Third Sunday Of Advent (Gaudete)
Peg Mattingly (+)
Herb & Myrtle Durant & Family
Tam Greulich (+)
Richard McCarty (+)

(Incense will not be used at 7:00am Masses; it may be used at other Sunday Masses, as well as evening Masses on Holy Days of Obligation.)

2nd Collections
This weekend: Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Dec 14: Retirement Fund for Religious

Parish Finances
Week of December 1, 2014
Envelopes (251) ............................................$8,719.00
Loose………..…………………………
1,136.83
Total .......................... ...……………………. 9,855.83
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00
This week’s deficit...………………… 1,682.17

Year-to-date deficit: ……………

$35,871.16

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger,
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar.
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,
Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, Paul & Marcy
DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley,
Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Nancy Hamler, Florence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia
Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen
Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Farida
Mach, Gerald Marshall, Josephine Marshall, Alice
McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael Overstreet,
Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia Perone,
Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary
Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour, Barbara
Schumacher, Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta
Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri
Woods
Please pray for our recently deceased:
Robert M. Tanner, James R. Dusenberry, Mary F.
Hankinson , and Stephen R. Coyle. Requiescant in
pace.

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Dec 7
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall)
6:00 p.m. Youth Group (St. Nicholas)
Mon, Dec 8
6:00 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Mtg.
7:00 p.m. Children of God prayer group
Tue, Dec 9
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center)
Wed, Dec 10
12:30-8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XXIII – Cyclone Part 3
An Heroic Priest. Rev. Father Roach proved himself made of fine qualities. Not only was he able by voice and gesture to stop the beginning of a terrible panic, but when his congregation had in measure stilled itself he hurried to the altar, procured the Holy Eucharist and dashed through the dustladen atmosphere to the side of the men who were injured.
He pronounced absolution, and each of the most seriously injured partook of the Eucharist. Later he procured the holy
oils and anointed Mr. Dinan and Mr. Skinnian. Hardly had he finished when Skinnian breathed his last. His body was
removed to an undertaking establishment and later to his home on North Fifth street.
Died in Hospital. John F. Dinan was conscious when placed in an ambulance and remained so until his death an hour
or so afterwards at the Good Samaritan hospital. He recognized his wife but only spoke to ask for water. Thomas Rock
was carried to the sanctuary. He said, “Leave me here. I’ll be all right until the ambulance comes.” He was first removed to his home and later to the Good Samaritan hospital. This was by his own direction and he lost much blood in the
transfers.
The crashing stone pinioned perhaps a dozen in the wreckage. Among them were, William McCormick, of 1003
Monroe street, who was cut and gashed and received internal injuries which may result in his death; James Singleton, of
Price street, who was cut and bruised; Joseph Russell, of Springfield township, whose feet were mashed; Edgar Basehart,
a lad in the gallery, whose unconscious form was carried thence by rescuers. One of his feet was broken, while he received cuts and bruises.
Were Unrecognizable. With the mass of falling stone and rafters came a vast cloud of plastering and dust, so that
those who were removed were almost unrecognizable by their friends. Among those who assisted in the work of rescue
were Patrick F. Brennan, manager of the Bloomer Candy company, and William Leddy of F. E. Hemmer company.
These men dashed among the falling debris and worked hard for the safety of their unfortunate companions. Both were
bruised by falling stone and plaster. F. E. Hemmer was assisting an aged woman to safety a moment after the crash
when someone, panic-stricken, came flying through the air and landed on his neck and back with both feet, bearing him to
the floor.
Those who dashed from the church at the first crash appeared to be dazed when they reached the open air. Finding
themselves uninjured many tried to get back into the building to search for their friends and relatives. Others dashed to
the undertaking establishment and within ten minutes every ambulance in the city was on the scene, while the patrol and
hacks were also used for the accommodation of the injured. Within an hour all had been removed, the congregation dispersed and the church closed up. Afterwards throughout the day the streets about the church were thronged with the curious.
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Around the parish
[Dear parishioners: news of this sick young girl in our parish
just came to me last weekend. The family and some friends
are trying to find some much-needed support. Please read the
following, and help if you can. —Fr. Peter]
Cassie Spiker, a 10-year-old in the parish, battled cancer
6 years ago and overcame it. The cancer is now back.
She has just been re-diagnosed with cancer. Doctors
found some around her spinal cord, which is causing her
much pain and difficulty walking. Please, all parishioners, family, and friends join in praying for healing for
Cassie and for the strength to get through whatever
treatments lie ahead of her. Please pray for this family
of 9 for they have a rough road ahead of them.
Many have already asked what they can do to help.
Their immediate needs are gas cards for the many trips
back and forth to Children’s Hospital in Columbus. For
those who have asked about providing meals, we are
collecting frozen meals for them that can easily be reheated. Please label the meal with the Spiker family
name. Meals may be dropped off at the Parish Center
freezer, or if you need to have someone pick them up,
please call Marsha Parmiter at (740) 452-0879 or Mary
Clare Piecynski at (740) 221-4786.
An account has been opened at Century National
Bank for Cassie. If you can aid the family financially
you can make deposits directly into the account at any
of the bank’s branches in Cassie’s name.
We are also organizing a benefit for Cassie. Anyone
interested in getting involved and helping with this
benefit may once again call Marsha Parmiter or Mary
Clare Piecynski.

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the
welfare of the community in accordance with the
teachings of the Catholic church through unity,
friendship and charity. Currently we are collecting
new socks for the Vocational School and Eastside
Ministries. The next meeting is Tuesday, December
9th at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish Office. All women age 16 and older are welcome to
join.

Youth Group! All High School students welcome
Sunday, December 7th at 6:00 p.m. Movie night and
dinner at St. Nicholas Teen Center. Please join us in
watching “The 4th Wise Man.”

Baskets of Love This is the time to brighten a senior
citizen’s holiday season. We will be making gift baskets;
please consider buying some items to fill the baskets. Encouraged items include (but are not limited to) bath & hand towels, non-skid rugs, phone cards, “gripper” pens, lined stationery, postage stamps, envelopes, large print books, shampoo,
dog or cat treats, soap, razors, crossword puzzle books, bandages & ointments, mops, sponges, bleach, laundry soap, fabric
softener, stain remover, sugar-free candy, toothpaste, assorted
greeting cards, paper towels, tissues, toilet paper, baby powder.
The items will be delivered by December 22, 2014. You may
drop off your items at the Catholic Social Services office, 422
Main St, or the Muskingum County. Senior Center on Sunrise Center Dr.

Christmas gift-wrappers needed Can you
spare a couple of hours on Sunday afternoon, December 14, to help wrap gifts for nursing home residents? Gifts must be marked with names of residents before being wrapped. If you can help, come
to the parish Activity Center around 4 p.m. Any
questions? Call Ron or Grayce Welsh at 796-3981.

Open Pool Come and swim for free at the pool of
Rosecrans High School on Sunday, December 14th, from
2-4pm. Bring your family to enjoy the pool. It is located
at 1040 E Main Street, Zanesville, OH. Parking and entrance are in the rear of the building. If you have questions regarding the Open Pool, please contact the pool
manager, Theresa Baughman, @ 740.455.5082, ext 109.

Sr. Maureen’s New Address!
Sr. Maureen Mahon, O. F. M.
Sisters of St. Francis
P.O. Box 100
Oldenburg, IN 47036-0100

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
December 7, 2014, Second Sunday of Advent

ANNUAL COVER YOUR
NEIGHBOR SUNDAY

Today, December 7!
Help the needy with new blankets and
other bedding, towels, and washcloths
If you have no bedding or towels to contribute, you
Make a cash donation toward bulk purchases of
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish
Holy Day Mass Schedule
2014-2015
Monday, December 8 (Holy Day of Obligation)
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
8:00 a.m., 12 noon, & 6:00 p.m.

Chiristmastide
Christmas Eve Vigil Masses (December 24)
5:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Masses (December 25)
12 midnight, 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.

Other parishes
St. Nicholas
Monday, December 8 (Holy Day of Obligation)
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
8:10 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Vigil Masses (December 24)
4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Masses (December 25)
12 midnight & 9:00 a.m.
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (January 1)
5:00 p.m. (vigil Dec 31), 9:00 a.m.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (January 1)
6:00 p.m. (vigil Dec 31), 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
Confessions are heard Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
at 11:30 a.m. (also during Wednesday evening Holy Hour),
and Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. For Advent we
will be adding another hour on Wednesdays for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 3:00-4:00 p.m. We are also glad to
hear confessions at other times, for those who cannot
come as scheduled. Please just call. We want you to be
ready for Christmas!

St. Mary’s & St. Ann’s
St. Mary’s: 4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve
St. Ann’s: 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve
& 10:00 Christmas Day

