St. Thomas Aquinas Church
January 11, 2015, The Baptism of the Lord

Pastor’s Corner
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
St. Gregory Nanzianzen - Early Church Father
Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in
light. Christ is baptized; let us also go down with
him, and rise with him.
John is baptizing when Jesus draws near. Perhaps
he comes to sanctify his baptizer; certainly he comes
to bury sinful humanity in the waters. He comes to
sanctify the Jordan for our sake and in readiness for
us; he who is spirit and flesh comes to begin a new
creation through the Spirit and water.
The Baptist protests; Jesus insists. Then John
says: I ought to be baptized by you. He is the lamp in
the presence of the sun, the voice in the presence of
the Word, the friend in the presence of the Bridegroom, the greatest of all born of woman in the presence of the firstborn of all creation, the one who leapt
in his mother’s womb in the presence of him who was
adored in the womb, the forerunner and future forerunner in the presence of him who has already come
and is to come again. I ought to be baptized by you:
we should aso add, “and for you”, for John is to be
baptized in blood, washed clean like Peter, not only
by the washing of his feet.
Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises with
him. The heavens like Paradise with its flaming
sword, closed by Adam for himself and his descendants, are rent open. The Spirit comes to him as to an
equal, bearing witness to his Godhead. A voice bears
witness to him from heaven, his place of origin. The
Spirit descends in bodily form like the dove that so
long ago announced the ending of the flood and so
gives honor to the body that is one with God.
Today let us do honor to Christ’s baptism and celebrate this feast in holiness. Be cleansed entirely and
continue to be cleansed. Nothing gives such great
pleasure to God as the conversion and salvation of
men, for whom his every word and every revelation
exist. He wants you to become a living force for all
mankind, lights shining in the world. You are to be
radiant lights as you stand beside Christ, the great
light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light of
heaven. You are to enjoy more and more the pure and

dazzling light of the Trinity, as now you have received - though not in its fullness - a ray of its splendor, proceeding from the one God, in Christ Jesus our
Lord, to whom be glory and power for ever and ever.
Amen.
Almighty, eternal God,
when the Spirit descended upon Jesus
at his baptism in the Jordan,
you revealed him as your own beloved Son.
Keep us, your children born of water and the Spirit,
faithful to our calling.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

An update from Sheila for the parish: Tiffany has been moved
to out-patient rehabilitation and is at home. Thanks unto men and
praise our God. I would like to thank Father Peter, Father Hayes, Father Luke, St. Thomas staff and the counters, and all the parishioners
for the outpouring of your love and support . We couldn’t have went
through this without God, family, and the wonderful people from St.
Thomas. Once again I want to thank you and we send our love. —Ron
and Sheila Branson and Family
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sun, Jan 11
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Pollice Family
People of the Parish
Thanksgiving to St. Michael
Edwin Sawyers (+)

Mon, Jan 12
8:00am
Noon

Sheila Hannum (+)
Wilma Fisher (+)

Tue, Jan 13
8:00am

St. Hilary, bishop and Doctor of the Church
(Opt. M.)
Ron Frame (+)

Wed, Jan 14
8:00am
Noon

Lois Agriesti (+)
Glendon Brown (+)

Thu, Jan 15
8:00am

Paul Manio (+)

Fri, Jan 16
8:00am
Noon

Amelia Tanner (+)
Peg Mattingly (+)

Sat, Jan 17
9:00am

St. Anthony, abbot (Obl. M.)
Benefactors of the Franciscan Sisters

Sun, Jan 18
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
Angelo Carpentieri (+)
Cecil Soller (+)
People of the Parish
James L. Labaki (+)

(Incense will not be used at 7:00am Masses; it may be used at other
Sunday Masses, as well as evening Masses on Holy Days of Obligation.)

Parish Finances

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger,
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar.
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Paul & Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen,
Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Nancy Hamler, Florence Herbert, Gabrielle
Hinkle, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline
Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David
Macenko, Farida Mach, Gerald Marshall, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael
Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour,
Barbara Schumacher, Charles & Mary Lou Scott,
Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods,
Terri Woods
Please pray for the recently deceased:

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Jan 11
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall)
10:00 a.m. CCD (school)
Mon, Jan 12
7:00 p.m. Children of God prayer group

Weeks of December 21 & 28, 2014
Envelopes (495) ..........................................$15,638.90
Loose………..…………………………
2,174.89
Total ........................ ...……………………. 17,813.79
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00

Two weeks deficit...………………… 5,262.31
Year-to-date deficit: …………… $42,038.14
Christmas Offering … … … … … … $11,558.00
The financial report is continued on page 5.

Tue, Jan 13
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center)
Wed, Jan 14
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XXIII(Cyclone continued)
The Reverend Father Roach. No individual in all that audience could have experienced the trying and inevitable conclusions which came to the Reverend Father Roach. A gentleman of the most amiable qualities, sunny faced and at peace
with all the world, optimistic in the last degree, content with his lot in life, living only to
enrich those under his gentle ministry, devoted to the duties which lie before him and mindful always of his priestly office, he too heard the fatal “ping” of the cracking glass and was
conscious of the storm which raged outside. The air pressure suddenly became intense and
burdensome. Quick as a flash there came to his alert mind the possibility of impending disaster. He was telling his congregation of the prayers to be said for the dead and facing the
silent auditors, he was perhaps the first to note the falling of shattered rock and fragments of
plastering in the rear over the great organ. He felt the color leaving his cheeks, but his first
thought was of the people so unconscious of danger in that holy temple. Words refused to
come to his lips and indeed, he doubted for the moment the wisdom of articulate warning,
lest a panic ensue. Slowly he beckoned with both hands to come forward and thus escape
danger from the toppling spire, for the good priest was unquestionably the first to rightly
estimate what was happening and likely to happen. With awful suddenness the mass of rock
and plaster and crashing lumber fell, filling the audience room [nave] with blinding dust.
Father Roach saw what happened in the fated southwest corner and he quickly advanced to
the struggling mass, prepared to administer the last rites of the church to they who he felt sure should receive the sacrament. Without a tremor, with dignity and a pathetic tenderness, he discharged the solemn duty resting upon him and
then turned to caring for the injured and comforting the shocked and almost hysterical ladies who could not realize just
what had happened. The testimony comes from all hands, but that for the manly bearing of the Priest and his quiet, reassuring manner, a dreadful panic would have ensued. As it was, the people beheld their beloved assistant pastor as cool
and collected as when about his daily ministrations, gently insisting that all must act with prudence and leave the building in an orderly manner. His presence was a benediction and his commands were obeyed without question, so that not a
woman or child was injured in any material sense. To Father Roach, very largely, we are all indebted for preventing a
scramble and a wild rush that would have inevitably taken a shocking toll of life. In the emergency he rose grandly to the demands upon his judgment and he responded like the levelheaded
man he is. Today he goes about as usual, superintending the removal of the debris preparatory to
the temporary repairs and announces that services will be held next Sunday as formerly without
interruption.
The St. Thomas’ Cross. Many people have a wrong impression as to the cross which surmounted the huge steeple of St. Thomas church. This cross upon which George Wing, the famous steeple climber, once ate his dinner, was not nearly so large as has been imagined. It was
hollow, built of half-inch boards and measured about ten inches across by six inches thick for the
main arm, and 6 by 6 inches for the cross arm. Brother Hyacinth of the St. Thomas parsonage
has a portion of the cross arm, the balance being utterly destroyed. To add to the strength of the
cross the wood was covered by sheet tin. The tower of St. Thomas church to the tip of the cross
was about 160 feet high. The spire began at a point about 92 feet above ground. It tapered gradually to the point where the cross was inserted. It was built in sections within each other and was
considered to be very safe.
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Around the parish
The Feast of St. Thomas
Aquinas will be on Wednesday
January 28th. Masses will be at 8
a.m. and 12 noon, with adoration
following the noon Mass. Following Benediction at 8 p.m., the St.
Thomas Aquinas Third Order
Chapter will be hosting a reception
offering light refreshments. Please
RSVP to the Parish Office at 4533301 if you will be attending, so that
we may “guest-timate” our food &
beverages. Come and celebrate our
patronal feast with us!

Youth Group A free Breakfast will be provided
after the 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 Masses at St. Nicholas in
the church basement. Free will donations will be accepted to benefit the youth ministry program.
Bosco Bash The Diocesan Middle School Rally
(grades 6-8) will be Saturday January 31st at St.
Cecelia Church from 2:30—9:00 p.m. There will be
music by Station 14, hang out time, games, dinner,
evening Mass and speaker Fr. Steve Ryan, who hails
from Florida and will entertain with inspirational
and funny stories! The cost is $20. To register and
learn more, visit: www.cdeducation.org/BoscoBash
or call Patty Boggs at (740) 453-5173 to register.

March for Life 2015 Muskingum Valley Right to Life
is chartering a bus to Washington, D.C. for the March
For Life. The cost is $55.00 per person. The bus will be
departing from St. Nicholas on Wed evening, January 21,
2015. Reserve your seat by calling Bob Fedorke at (740)
454-7529 or Bernie Kuhn at (740) 454-1882. You may sign
up after all the Masses this weekend. Representatives will
be at the side doors of the church to assist you after Mass.

Muskingum Valley Right to Life group will be
going to the abortion mill on Broad Street in Columbus on Saturday morning, January 17 to pray the
Rosary for the unborn and their mothers. Cars
leave from in front of the church at 6:30 a.m.

Daughters of Isabella will host a guest speaker
from the American Red Cross who will discuss Disaster Preparedness on Tuesday January 13 at 6:00
p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish Office. All ladies 16
and up are invited to attend. Also, the Daughters
are collecting the following items for Transitions (a
home for abused women and their children). The
wish list includes: toiletries, soap, tooth brushes,
tooth paste, deodorant, shampoo, toilet tissue, laundry soap, dryer sheets, Kleenex, dish soap, paper
towels and other cleaning supplies. Items can be
brought to the meeting January 13, or left in the St.
Nicholas Parish Office for pick up.

Diaconate Ordination of Sean Dooley
I would like to personally invite the parishioners
of St. Thomas Aquinas to my Diaconate Ordination Mass on Saturday January 17, 2015 at 10:30
a.m. Bishop Frederick Campbell will be the main
presider for the Mass. The Ordination will be held
at the Pontifical College Josephinum, 7625 N.
High St., Columbus, Ohio 43235. There will be a
reception in the Dining Hall of the seminary after
the ordination. Then, on Sunday, January 18, I will
be preaching for the first time at St. Nicholas Parish during the 11:30 a.m. Mass. After the Mass,
there will be a light reception in the Social Hall. I
would like to thank the Dominican Friars and all
the parishioners who have ‘adopted’ me and
prayed for me over the years. Please continue to
pray for me as I journey to the priesthood in May
2015. Let us continue to pray for vocations to the
priesthood and religious life, especially from our
local area.
-Sean Dooley
from the parish up on the hill
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PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch,
OP, pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be
leading a pilgrimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015.
Interested pilgrims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch directly at michael.dosch@juno.com or
the contacting the Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at (877)
276-7279 or lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net.
Visit the website at www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com.
Deadline for registration is March 20, 2015.

Resolved: A Better Marriage
For depth, growth and enrichment in the sacrament
of your marriage, consider taking a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter weekend in the
new year! The next two weekends are
in Columbus on February 13-15 and
April 10-12. For more information or
to register, contact Paul & Marilou
Clouse at (614) 834-688 or visit the website at
www.wwmecolumbus.org .

Prayers Requested—Please keep in your prayers Fr.
John Metzger, who has been admitted to the Hospice
Unit at Mt. Carmel-East Hospital. Fr. Metzger has a
blockage between his stomach and intestine - a tumor,
but whether or not the tumor is cancerous is not yet
known. The blockage is significant; further tests have
been ordered to scope out the issues involved and determine an appropriate course of action, but prayers
have been requested by his cousin, Fr. Steve Metzger,
and Fr. John’s family.

United Way of Muskingum, Perry and Morgan
Counties - Free Income Tax Filing
Most individuals with an adjusted gross income of
$65,000 or married filing jointly with an Adjusted
Gross Income of $95,000 can file with us, getting all
the credits filers deserve. Most refunds arrive in 7
to 14 days. Call (740) 454-6874 for an appointment
or to file online go to www.ohiobenefits.org .

Tax Time Tax statements may be requested beginning Monday January 19th by calling the parish office. Statements may be mailed to you, or you may
pick them up during office hours.

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS—
Booster Mania tickets may still be purchased for the
new year. The first drawing was held on January 1st.
This makes a good gift for anyone and is good for a
whole year. Forms are available at Bishop Rosecrans
or the Knights of Columbus Hall. You may also contact any Booster Trustee or Marvin Paul at 453-4482.

Sign Language Classes resume on
Monday January 12th at St. Nicholas Parish Office (Main St. entrance). Beginners and review from
5:30 to 6:00, with the advanced class
from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. All are welcome.
Finances continued
Week of January 4, 2015
Envelopes (252) ...........................................$ 9,196.00
Loose………..…………………………
946.56
Total ........................ ...……………………. 10,142.56
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00

This week’s deficit...………………… 1,395.44
Year-to-date deficit: ……………
$1,395.44

