St. Thomas Aquinas Church
January 25, 2015, 3rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Pastor’s Corner
We hear from the Book of Jonah this Sunday. Jonah is a very
odd character: he is perhaps the most successful preacher
ever, yet in spite of himself, and in spite of his not having any
charity for those to whom he preached! He was sent by God
to preach repentance to the Ninevites, who very sinful but
“knew not their right hand from their left.” As we all know,
Jonah disobeyed God and fled, because he didn’t want the
Ninevites to be converted and saved. God’s purpose is not
thwarted, however: he brings Jonah back by a rather gruesome transport: a great fish swallows him and coughs him
up on land. He has learned his lesson, but even so, doesn’t
come to have any special care for the Ninevites. His preaching—as we hear in today’s passage—is simply: ‘forty days
more and Nineveh will be destroyed.” He doesn’t even tell
them that they might avoid destruction if they repent—he
just foretells their destruction, rather like someone who
sends a death threat ahead of carrying out the deed, just to
fill the victim with anguish and fear in his final hours.
But notice: without being told to do so, the Ninevites repent in sackcloth and ashes. The Lord obviously inspired
them with a trust in his mercy that Jonah “forgot” to preach.
Inspired by thought of that mercy, we’re told that all the
Ninevites, from the king down to the lowest beast, took no
food or water during a period of fasting. And the Lord spared
them. A little later on, Jonah protests becauses God causes a
plant to dry up that was giving him some shade from the
beating sun, and God says to him, “you pity the plant...and
should I not pity the people of Nineveh, who are more than
one hundred twenty thousand persons who do not know
their right hand from their left?”
Jonah is one of the shortest books in the Bible—just four
chapters. It’s worth reading, to hold up a mirror to our own
hypocritical faces sometimes, when we ask mercy from God
while refusing it to our neighbors, and not even wanting
them to have something like friendship with God! But it’s
also worth reading, most of all, to remind ourselves of that
inexhaustible mercy of the Lord, that furnace of divine charity for sinners, of whom each of should count ourselves the
worst. God is pleased by repentance of life, not by our regret,
wishing we could undo our evil, or being “disappointed”
with ourselves—for these often amount to nothing more
than pride. No, God wants us, on the contrary, to laugh at
our foolishness and sin and turn to him, wanting to please
him, and proving it by our love of neighbor. Nothing pleases
God so much as that, for charity covereth a multitude of sins.
(Reading this touching book of the Bible now might help us
prepare mentally for Lent, too, which isn’t too far away….)
Oremus pro invicem! Fr. Peter

From time to time you may want or need to know who are the
members of the parish finance and pastoral councils. I give
them to you here, along with contact information.
Parish finance council
Tom Barone (chair) (453-3189)
Pat Barry
Tam Bowman (parish bookkeeper)
Mike Jacoby (297-7248)
Brian Kaufman (452-4678)
Ruthann Lynn (452-6517)
Brent Mirgon (455-3251)
Parish pastoral council
Tom Montgomery (chair) (452-9559)
Fr. Stephen Dominic Hayes, O.P. (ex officio)
Fr. Luke Tancrell, O.P. (ex officio)
Mary Baker (297-5851)
Linda Baughman (452-6490)
Dick Bowers (452-2948)
Chris Kerby (453-0456)
Tom Piecynski (256-797-8167)
Rob Rodgers (617-6953)
FYI: Here are the special diocesan collections (“second
collections”) scheduled for this year:
Jan 18 Propagation of the Faith
Feb 8 The Catholic Times
Feb 22 Black and Indian Missions
Mar 8 Dominican Poor Boys Appeal
Mar 15 Catholic Relief Services
Apr 3 (Good Friday) Holy Land
Apr 19 Church in Central and Eastern Europe
May 17 Catholic Communication Campaign
Jun 7 Catholic Home Missions
Jun 28 Peter’s Pence
Aug 2 Church in Latin America
Sep 6 Catholic University of America
Oct 18 World Mission Sunday
Nov 22 Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Dec 13 Retirement Fund for Religious
Dec 25 Diocesan Charities
(Several collections for the St. Vincent de Paul Society will also be
held during the year. I will be posting in each bulletin the next several upcoming collections.)
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sun, Jan 25
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Third Sunday of Ordinary Time
Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+)
Herb & Betty Durant (+)
Bob & Connie Allen (A)
Doris Lake (+)

Mon, Jan 26
8:00am
Noon

Ss. Timothy & Titus, bishops (M)
Mark Thompson (+)
Patricia Hupp (+)

Tue, Jan 27
8:00am
Noon

The Souls in Purgatory
The Souls in Purgatory

Wed, Jan 28
8:00am
Noon

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, O.P. (S)
priest and doctor; patronal feast
James Dusenberry (+)
Mark Thompson (+)

Thu, Jan 29
8:00am
Noon

Day of Prayer for Unborn Children
Floyd Gaunder Jr. & Sr. (+)
For unborn children & their mothers

Fri, Jan 30
8:00am
Noon

Robert Tanner (+)
Eleanor Teeters & Family

Sat, Jan 31
9:00am

St. John Bosco, priest (M)
Paul Elmo Weimer (+)

Sun, Feb 1
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time
People of the Parish
James Leo Burkhart (+)
Donnie Allen (+)
Tom & Lucille Saunders and Family

Upcoming 2nd collections:
Feb 8 The Catholic Times
Feb 22 Black and Indian Missions
(Incense will not be used at 7:00am Masses; it may be used at other
Sunday Masses, as well as evening Masses on Holy Days of Obligation.)

Parish Finances
Weeks of January 18, 2015
Envelopes (263) ............................................$9,287.00
Loose………..…………………………
751.08
Total ........................ ...……………………. 10,038.08
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00
This week’s deficit...………………… 1,499.92

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger,
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar.
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck,
Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Gerald Marshall, Josephine Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty
Mercer, Michael Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and
Barb Ridenour, Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta
Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri
Woods
Please pray for the recently deceased:
Rolland Coffey, R. I. P.

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Jan 25
K of C breakfast in Rosary Hall—following all Masses
10:00 a.m. CCD (school)
Mon, Jan 26
6:00 p.m. Dominican Laity Meeting (Parish Center)
Tue, Jan 27
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center)
Wed, Jan 28
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
(Feast Day Reception to follow in Rosary Hall)
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XXIV – Sacred Space
As a result of the destructive windstorm of 1912 and the disastrous flood of 1913, renovation of St. Thomas Church
was absolutely necessary. Included in the plans for redecorating were windows of art glass, ordered in 1914 from Belgian artists, but the outbreak World War I made it impossible to deliver the glass at the time. In late June 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria had been assassinated by a Serbian nationalist in Sarajevo, Bosnia. An escalation of
threats and mobilization orders followed the incident, leading by mid-August to the outbreak of the war. The windows
had been ordered from the studio of Monsieur Joseph Osterrath in Liege, Belgium. Work on the windows was interrupted by the war, and no communication from M. Osterrath was received from January 1915 until January 21, 1919.
Early in 1915, he had been taken prisoner and held as a hostage by the Germans. After a time, he escaped and sought the
protection with the Belgian Army.
Returning stealthily to Liege after some time, he discovered nearly all of his workers had been made captives by the
Germans, and forced into labor for them. With the aid of two or three men whose services he was able to secure, he
secretly completed the windows, although the cost of essential materials was doubled due to war conditions. Twice the
windows were buried to save them from confiscation.
In the beginning of July, M. Osterrath was forced to flee across the border. He then enlisted in the Belgian Army.
In December he obtained a furlough, and while at home wrote to Fr. Kearney stating that he expected his final discharge in a short time.
The windows are in conformity with the architectural design of St. Thomas Church. All decoration and ornamentation assist in the enrichment of the essential construction of the church. The colors are reminiscent of the bright
ages, the ages of medieval culture. It is a noteworthy fact that the highest success attained since the revival of colored
windows, whether by the schools of Germany, England, France, or Belgium, has been achieved in copies of the best
glass of the Middle Ages. All who have visited Chartres, Rheims, Tours, or Poitiers will be pleasantly reminded of the
glorious windows found in the ancient cathedrals when they enter St. Thomas.
Had it been practicable, the original plan was to have the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary illustrated in the windows
of the Church, but the number of windows here did not permit this, and so were chosen those personages most intimately connected with our Lord, and some of the highest models of sanctity produced by the Order of St. Dominic.
And so in the windows are found sermons which reach the heart through the eyes, instead of entering the ears. The
figures are no doubt familiar to many, but what follows is an authentic listing. The odd numbers designate windows
on the north side of the church and the even numbers are on the south side. 1.) Our Savior and His Blessed Mother; 2.)
St. Joseph and St. John the Evangelist; 3.) Sts. Joachim and Anne; 4.) Sts. Elizabeth and John the Baptist; 5.) Sts. Mary
Magdalen and Catherine of Alexandria; 6.) Sts. Dominic and Thomas Aquinas; 7.) Sts. Catherine of Siena and Rose of
Lima; 8.) Sts. Pius V and Antoninus; 9.) Bls. Innocent V and Benedict XI; 10.) St. Albert the Great and Bl. Imelda.
Each window is crowned with a beautiful medallion representing the Blessed Virgin under the titles invoked in her
Litany. The work of installing the windows was done by the Von Gerichten Art Glass Co. of Columbus, Ohio. In the
early 1990’s the windows were re-leaded and cleaned. The process used in creating these windows is lost to history, but
we know that gold was
used to produce the
vibrant colors. Someone
once said that sunlight
streaming through stained
glass windows creates
sacred space. One only has
to be in our beautiful
church when the windows
light up and the colors
dance to believe that this is
true.
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If you’re interested in a fun evening of quiz-show type
trivia (with a Catholic bent), try this.
Marriage and Family Life and Knights of Columbus Council 11207

Present

St. Patrick Church
Annual
TRIVIA NIGHT
AND
FUNDRAISER
Saturday, January 31
with Patrick Madrid as Emcee
All proceeds benefit St. Patrick Church

Silent auction at 6:00 pm, Trivia starts at 7:00 pm
Prize for the winning table! and a 50/50 raffle!
$5.00/person or $40/table. Reservations must be paid for in
advance. At the door: $10/person and $80/table.
Contact Roxy Rubinic at roxyrubinic1@yahoo.com or 614-525-1450 to
reserve your tickets/table.
Nachos,pizza, dessert, and beverages - including beer will be available for purchase.
For questions, or to volunteer, contact Marian Hyden at
kmhyden@sbcglobal.net or call 614-563-5280
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The feast day of our patron,
Saint Thomas Aquinas, is this
Wednesday, January 28th.
Masses will be at normal times
that day. Eucharistic adoration
will follow the noon Mass, as
usual for Wednesdays, with a
special preaching before Benediction at 8:00 p.m. The Dominican Third Order will be
hosting a reception with light
refreshments in Rosary Hall.
Please let us know if you plan to
attend the reception so that we
can prepare adequate victuals
for the celebration. Please join
us for both worship and food!

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch,
OP, pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be
leading a pilgrimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015.
Interested pilgrims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch directly at michael.dosch@juno.com or
the contacting the Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at (877)
276-7279 or lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net.
Visit the website at www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com.
Deadline for registration is March 20, 2015.

Catholic Youth Camp Catholic Youth Summer is
Ohio’s one and only weeklong, residential high adventure
camp for students entering grades 6-12. Activities typically
include: jet skis, water tubing, paintball, blobbing, go-carts,
archery, zip lining, rock climbing, ropes course, mountain
boarding and more. CYSC offers a truly Catholic and safe
environment with daily catechesis that awakens faith and
builds missionary disciples. A week at camp includes daily
Mass, adoration, reconciliation, small group conservations,
worship, service and authentic community. See
www.cysc.com to get more information and to register.

Youth Group - SOMETHING NEW !!!!

Middle School Students are invited to join us on Sunday,
February 1st at 6:00 p.m. at St. Nicholas Teen Center.

Bishop Fenwick School is currently seeking an educational specialist. The specialist would assist the Special
Education and/or General Education Teacher in the preparation, monitoring, and delivery of curriculum to individuals and small groups of students with special learning
needs and to do related work as assigned by the principal.
If you or someone you know might be interested in this
position, please contact Kelly Sagan, 740-454-9731 or send
your resume to 1030 E. Main St. Zanesville, OH 43701 by
Friday, January 30, 2015.

The Columbus Catholic Women’s Conference will

be held Saturday, February 21, 2015, at the Ohio Expo Center Voinovich Bldg., from 8:00am to 4:00pm. Speakers include Colleen Carroll Campbell and Dr. Edward Sri. Conference fees for pre-registration are $35, $20 for students,
and complimentary for religious sisters. Tickets purchased
on the day of the conference are $40. Please note, tickets
are non-refundable, but are transferable to another guest.
Those interested taking a bus to the event should contact
Patty at (740) 453-5173.

The 2015 Columbus Men’s Conference will be held

February 28 at the Ohio Expo Center Voinovich Bldg.,
from 8:00am to 2:45pm. For more information and to register, go to ColumbusCatholicMen.com, or see the pamphlet rack in the church for brochures.
Catholic Man of the Year Luncheon Set For Friday,
February 6, 2015. The Catholic Men's Luncheon Club
together with Bishop Frederick F. Campbell will recognize the Catholic Man of the Year for the Diocese of Columbus on Friday, February 6th. Mark your calendar and
plan to participate in this popular and inspiring luncheon
event to be held at St. Patrick’s in downtown Columbus.
Mass at 11:45am; luncheon begins 12:15pm; adjournment
around 1:15pm. Reservations not needed, but please bring
$10 to cover the lunch and meeting costs. Questions? Call
John Schechter (614) 565-0824.
Card Shower for Sister Maureen Mahon
Wednesday, January 28, 2015 is Sr. Maureen’s Birthday.
Let’s shower her with Birthday greetings from
the parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas
Church.
Sr. Maureen Mahon, OSF
Sisters of St. Francis
P.O. Box 100, 22143 Main St.
Oldenburg, IN 47036-0100

