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Pastor’s Corner
“You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord delivered him
to the jailers, till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart (Mt 18: 32-35).
The Lord tells us repeatedly to forgive one another.
It’s a constant theme of the preaching he gives during
his public ministry—not to mention as he hangs on the
cross. Yet one thing that becomes more and more clear
to me is that our world doesn’t forgive. It doesn’t even
understand what forgiveness is. Like so many other
fragments of the Gospel that have found their way into
secular culture—but in a distorted and truncated manner—forgiveness has been adulterated to the point of
non-recognition the way the word is used—if it is even
used at all. Not that we Christians do any better forgiving—and more is the shame for us, and greater will be
our punishment, since we are without excuse. Yet it is
only in the Lord that we can come to know just what
mercy and forgiveness consist of. To forgive really is divine.
What does the Gospel mean by forgiveness? And
what is the practice of the world? These are good questions to ask, always, but especially as we approach Lent
(Ash Wednesday is February 18), since any penance is
in vain that doesn’t lead to greater charity.
The word itself means to cancel, or set aside: as in a
debt that is forgiven or pardoned. When God forgives
our sins, he takes them away, forever: Agnus Dei, qui tollit
peccata mundi, Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of
the world. He doesn’t remove them to his storeroom for
a little while just so that he can pull them back out
against us later, if he sin again: sins that are forgiven are
never seen again, for they are destroyed. They are never
again held against us.
And the world? Well, if pop culture is any indication,
the world really doesn’t know what forgiveness is, and
it certainly doesn’t aspire to it. I’m thinking of TV
shows in which the writers seem to be in the grip of
powerful social/political themes. The heroes of many
contemporary TV shows seem bent on destroying the
villains (and the villains are often uptight Christians
who won’t go along with the “correct” ideas we are all

supposed to have today about one thing or another
(usually sexual mores. Or climate change. Sometimes
that). These backward, uptight people are rarely if ever
held up as simply misguided, but almost always as malicious. It would be comical if it weren’t so sad, and dangerous. But worst of all is not the sides these shows
take on religious and moral issues but the utter blindness to something deeper: the possibility of forgiving
and being forgiven, of people changing and being won
over. (I’m also disturbed by the popularity of “reality”
shows that involve gradual elimination: why these exercises in humiliating others? There’s nothing wrong with
contests that involve a winner—pro football is the very
soul of fine gentility compared to these creepy reality
shows.) Something in our decadent “national soul”
seems to crave punishing each other. These are small
examples but not, I think, irrelevant ones.
We the baptized are both enabled and commanded
to forgive. Enabled by God himself, because without his
help, forgiveness would be too hard for us. Commanded, because we are made perfect by forgiving the
offenses against us. Love is proven in forgiveness: If we
love those who love us, what credit is that to us? God
sends sun and rain on just and unjust alike, and our
generosity must embrace not only those we find it easy
to love, but those we don’t—those who have hurt us.
Forgiveness is restorative and life-giving. We cannot
undo the past. But in Christ—and only in Christ—we
can offer up our wounds to the innocent Lamb who suffered for us, that our relatively small hurts might be
taken up into his, and in so doing we can help heal the
world of its malice and sin. Nothing we can do is important as what we can suffer, in Christ and with him. For
he himself saved the world more by what he endured in
his passion that any word or miracle wrought during
his time on earth. By his suffering, he absorbed the
world’s hatred and lust and malevolence, and in doing
so made himself the author of forgiveness for the sins of
all those who turn to him.
Oremus pro invicem. —Fr. Peter
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sun, Feb 1
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time
People of the Parish
James Leo Burkhart (+)
Donnie Allen (+)
Tom & Lucille Saunders and Family

Mon, Feb 2
8:00am
Noon

Presentation of the Lord (F)
Eva Pishner (+)
Tri Nguyen (+)

Tue, Feb 3
8:00am
Noon

St. Blaise, bishop & martyr (Opt. M)
Steve R. Coyle (+)
The Souls in Purgatory

Wed, Feb 4
8:00am
Noon

St. Catherine de Ricci, O.P., virgin (M)
Neal Arnold (+)
Judy Gaumer (+)

Thu, Feb 5
8:00am
Noon

St. Agatha, virgin & martyr (M)
Howard Arnold (+)
All Those Who Govern Us

Fri, Feb 6
8:00am
Noon

St. Paul Miki & companions, martyrs (M)
The Souls in Purgatory
Edward Labaki (+)

Sat, Feb 7
9:00am

Deceased Parents of Dominicans

Sun, Feb 8
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time
Barbara Phillis (+)
Bud Gookins (+)
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
People of the Parish

Upcoming 2nd collections:
Feb 8 The Catholic Times
Feb 22 Black and Indian Missions
(Incense will not be used at 7:00am Masses; it may be used at other
Sunday Masses, as well as evening Masses on Holy Days of Obligation.)

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger,
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar.
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck,
Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Gerald Marshall, Josephine Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty
Mercer, Michael Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and
Barb Ridenour, Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta
Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri
Woods
Please pray for the recently deceased:

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Feb 1
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall)
10:00 a.m. CCD (school)
Tue, Feb 3
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church)
6:00 p.m. Festival Planning Mtg. (Parish Library)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center)

Parish Finances
Weeks of January 26, 2015
Envelopes (236) ............................................$6,991.00
Loose………..…………………………
869.07
Total .......................... ...……………………. 7,860.07
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00
This week’s deficit...………………… 3,677.93
Year-to-date deficit………………………..50,747.63

Wed, Feb 4
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XXV – Patriotism and Practicality
Patriotism and the obligation to
work for justice and peace, as well
as our religion, has longed burned in
the hearts of the parishioners of
St. Thomas Aquinas Church. In
1918, the congregation listed hundreds of young men alongside the
thousands of other loyal Americans who aided the Allied cause.
Some never returned home. May
young men and women of the parish
has served with valor when our
country has called upon them and
they continue to serve in the different branches of our armed forces.
On May 18, 1918 a service flag
was dedicated at St. Thomas. The
very Reverend Father Lawrence
Francis Kearney, O.P., S.T.M.,
was the principal speaker. He spoke
from a platform in front of the St.
Thomas School in the very same
spot where fifty-seven years previously a similar celebration had
taken place. On May 17, 1861, a
stand of colors was presented to the Zanesville Blues, a company of volunteers, by Miss Mary Wright, who was a guest
of honor at the celebration in 1918.
The Dominicans had occupied the same parish house from the year 1827. The building had withstood the ravages
of time, the cyclone, and the flood. It became evident that a new dwelling was needed. Two lots were purchased fronting on North Fifth Street, at the southeast corner of Spruce Alley. Work on a new rectory began in May 1920, and the 3
story brick rectory was completed in March 1921. The furnishings for the rooms were donated by the Rosary Altar Society
and the Holy Name Society.
The Catholic Ladies War Relief Association, after completing their work for the war effort, decided to continue as an organization, but changed their title to the Catholic Ladies Building Association. In this capacity they contributed greatly to the
raising of funds for the new rectory and school.
This photo was taken at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish with
Bishop Hartley the Dominican Friars of Zanesville and Somerset St. Joseph. The photo is taken between the old rectory and
the church. Also, note the original St. Thomas School (former
St. Columba Academy) is standing across the street. We are
uncertain of the exact year, but Fr. Kearney was pastor from 1911
to 1924. The new school was dedicated in 1921. The priests are
numbered in the photo. Some of the priests in the photo are: (1)
Francis P. Logan, O.P.; (2) Clement A. Splinter, O.P.; (4) Daniel J. Kennedy, O.P.; (5) F. Shield (?), O.P.; (6) Francis
A. Spencer, O.P.; (7) Bishop James J. Hartley (Bishop from 1904-1939); (8) Lawrence F. Kearney, O.P. (Pastor of St.
Thomas and Provincial of the Province); (9) Msgr. Spratt; (11) Charles H. McKenna, O.P.; (12) Fr. Roach, O.P.; (13)
James F. Colbert, O.P.; (14) John P. Moron, O.P.; (17) Albert Reinhart, O.P.; (18) Francis A. Gofiney, O.P.; (19) Francis
D. McShane, O.P.; (20) Matthew L. Heagen, O.P.; (21) Joseph R. Hefferman, O.P.; (22) Richard L. Meaney, O.P.; (26)
Richard P. Cahill, O.P.; (28) Leo I. Conlon, O.P.; (29) John T. McNicholas, O.P. (during this time he was Novice Master in Somerset and he would be the future Archbishop of Cincinnati from 1925-1950).
Standing in last row: (32) James Fowler, O.P.; (34) Joseph R. Clark, O.P.; (41) James R. Meagher, O.P.; (42) John A.
Hunch, O.P.; (43) Joseph D. Pendergast, O.P.; (44) Michael T. McNicholas, O.P. Finally, the man with the arrow
above him is a young Msgr. (then Father) Leininger from St. Nicholas Parish - who made the walk down the hill for
this interesting Zanesville Catholic photo. (courtesy of Sean Dooley)
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The 8th annual Columbus Catholic
Women’s Conference
“At the Foot of the Cross”
Saturday, February 21, 2015, at the Ohio Expo Center
Voinovich Building.
Rosary at 7:45am
Bishop Campbell will celebrate Mass at 8:15am
Speakers this year are Colleen Carroll Campbell, Dr.
Edward Sri, and Emily Wilson
Conference fees for pre-registration are $35.
$20 for students; complimentary for religious sisters.
Tickets purchased on the day of the conference are
$40. Please note, tickets are non-refundable, but are
transferable to another guest. Those interested taking
a bus to the event should contact Patty at (740) 4535173.
For more information, go to www.columbuscatholicwomen.com

Have your home enthroned to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus!
This is a powerful way to bring blessings
on your family and all who visit your
home. A team from the Missionaries of
the Sacred Heart will lead your family
through this process by visiting your
home twice. The Missionaries will also
enthrone businesses. Parish missionaries
here at St. Thomas Aquinas are Ron and
Maria Horn [(740) 319-5053] and Trinidad and Regina Cano [(740) 885-9198].
Jesus, meek and humble of heart—make
our hearts like unto thine!

The 2015 Columbus
Men’s Conference
“Deepen your faith: be a man of Spirit”
Saturday, February 28 at the Ohio Expo Center
Voinovich Building.
This year’s speakers are Peter Herbeck, Chris Spielman, Ralph Martin, Doug Lessells, Fr. Dave Pivonka,
T. O. R., and the Most Rev. Bishop Frederick Campbell, who will celebrate Mass and preach.
Conference is expected to last 8:00am to 2:45pm. For
more information and to register, go to columbuscatholicmen.com, or see the pamphlet rack in the
church for brochures.
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Project Pass-It-On begins this weekend to collect

food and checks for Eastside Community Ministry to fill
the food pantry in February. The need for food is great.
Help feed hungry families in our area. You may place nonperishable food in the containers in the back of the church
or place checks in the collection basket to help Eastside
buy case lots of food. Make checks payable to ECM. As a
church community, we can have a powerful impact on
those in need. Thank You!.
Paper Bag Drive! St.Vincent de Paul is holding a paper
bag drive during the month of February. Bags will be
given to St. Lawrence Haven in Columbus to distribute
food to the poor. Please drop off your bags in the Parish
Center.
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch,
OP, pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be
leading a pilgrimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015.
Interested pilgrims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch directly at michael.dosch@juno.com or
the contacting the Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at (877)
276-7279 or lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net.
Visit the website at www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com.
Deadline for registration is March 20, 2015.

Catholic Man of the Year Luncheon Set For Friday,
February 6, 2015. The Catholic Men's Luncheon
Club together with Bishop Frederick F. Campbell
will recognize the Catholic Man of the Year for the
Diocese of Columbus on Friday, February 6th. Mark
your calendar and plan to participate in this popular
and inspiring luncheon event to be held at St. Patrick’s in downtown Columbus. Mass at 11:45am;
luncheon begins 12:15pm; adjournment around
1:15pm. Reservations not needed, but please bring $10
to cover the lunch and meeting costs. Questions? Call
John Schechter (614) 565-0824.
Catholic Youth Camp Catholic Youth Summer is
Ohio’s one and only weeklong, residential high adventure camp for students entering grades 6-12. Activities typically include: jet skis, water tubing, paintball, blobbing, go-carts, archery, zip lining, rock
climbing, ropes course, mountain boarding and more.
CYSC offers a truly Catholic and safe environment
with daily catechesis that awakens faith and builds
missionary disciples. A week at camp includes daily
Mass, adoration, reconciliation, small group conservations, worship, service and authentic community.
See www.cysc.com to get more information and to
register.

Are you a registered parishioner? You might
The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the

welfare of the community in accordance with the
teachings of the Catholic Church through unity,
friendship, and charity. The next meeting is Tuesday,
February 10th at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish
Office. All women age 16 and over are welcome to join.

Help Wanted: Holy Trinity/St. Joseph, Somerset Parishes and school are seeking Part-time bookkeeper (at 20
hours a week). High School diploma required; Bachelor’s
degree in accounting preferred. Minimum of two years
prior experience is required, keyboard and computer experience required. Please submit resume and references to
Fr. Stephen Carmody, OP, P.O. Box 190, Somerset Ohio
43783-0190 by February 15, 2015.

want to check on that. Many people think they are
but aren't. We don’t register you unless you ask us
to do so. Even if you grew up in this parish, if you
are an adult and no longer living with your parents you will need to get yourself registered. It is
sometimes important to be a registered parishioner—like, say, when you want to schedule a
wedding, or have your children baptized, or even
apply for a letter of good standing so that you can
be godparent or sponsor for others. Being registered in a parish isn’t the same thing as being a
good Catholic, but it can sure be useful. If you’re
not sure whether you’re registered or not, call the
office to find out. (If you’re currently using envelopes for contributions to the parish, you definitely are registered.)

