St. Thomas Aquinas Church
February 22, 2015, FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Pastor’s Corner
Today’s Gospel reading is very brief—just four
verses long. Yet it tells us many things.
First, note that we pick up here at the first Sunday of
Lent where we left off at the end of the Christmas season. The final day of the Christmas season is the feast of
the Baptism of the Lord, when the Lord is no longer a
boy but a man and about to embark on his public ministry. Before so embarking, however, he is anointed with
the oil of God, namely the Holy Spirit himself. Jesus’
sacred humanity is thus doubly worthy for the mission
appointed him by the Father: the human nature of
Christ is hypostatically united to the eternal Word, and
moreover saturated with the Holy Spirit of God.
But now Mark’s Gospel tells us that the Holy Spirit
drove Jesus into the desert, to fast and pray. And while
there, he was tempted by the Evil One. Getting God to
sin is impossible; yet the Devil didn’t know exactly who
this Jesus was, yet. Jesus full revelation (to friends, enemies, and demons alike) wasn’t until his Resurrection.
But the demons in the Gospel sense good and evil in different persons. Once Jesus’ public ministry begins and
he heals and preaches, demons (through the people they
have possessed) shriek and beg Jesus to leave them
alone. He doesn’t, of course. He frees these poor people
from the clutches of evil by casting the demons out of
them.
In this Gospel passage we see not just a demon but
the Devil, Lucifer himself, contend with the Lord. And
he is no match for the power of Jesus. In fact, not only
does Jesus resist the temptations he is offered (which
would have easily conquered you and me) but he unmasks Satan’s lies. Now, Mark’s Gospel is quite abbreviated, and doesn’t give us the dialogue, as Matthew’s
and Luke’s gospels do. It simply says “he was tempted
by Satan.” It is the other gospels that tell us that Satan
temps the Lord with comfort, power, and glory.
In both Matthew and Luke the first temptation is
that of bidding Jesus make his own food to satisfy his
hunger—and he was hungry, after so long without food.
The Devil tempts him with food first probably because
it’s enough for most people—promise them comfort in
exchange for their souls, and some will gladly make the
trade. But Jesus doesn’t rise to the bait, so the Devil has
to move on to something to appeal to the more discriminating customer. He appeals to pride and ambition:

Jump off this height and summon angels to catch you!
Worship me and I’ll make you ruler of the world! Many
who cannot be tempted by comfort are easily won over
by the intoxicating thought of power and fame. But Jesus is not, and he shines a light on the Devil’s lies at
each temptation. Satan appeals to Scripture at each
temptation, but Jesus demonstrates in reply how each
of Satan’s appeals to Scripture is really a distortion, and
a distortion is a lie, because a lie mixed with the truth is
still a lie. The truth is unadulterated or else it is not
truth.
In Jesus’ pointing out the Devil’s cunning we should
examine ourselves and see whether we are not awfully
keen on justifying our departures—large and small—
from the narrow way of the Gospel of truth. Notice the
Gospel’s passage for today tells us that the angels came
and ministered to Jesus—but he wasn’t going to fling
himself off a roof in order to bring them to his aid—
that’s what the Christian tradition refers to as “putting
God to the test.” Likewise, it wasn’t long in his public
ministry before Jesus multiplies the loaves and the
fishes, but he wasn’t going to work a miracle frivolously
or at the tempter’s suggestion. Jesus only ever exercised
his extraordinary powers during his ministry to bring
about faith in those who saw and heard him.
The Lord shows perfect patience—both with respect
to his own fasting as well as with this infernal stranger.
Let’s strive to imitate him in this and in all things.
—Fr. Peter
I meant to run this last week. It’s taken from the
Catholic bishops’ website, www.usccb.org.
“Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting
and abstinence for Catholics.
“For members of the Latin Rite Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fating, a person is
permitted to eat one full meal. Two smaller meals may also be taken,
but not to equal a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from
meat are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age
14 onwards.
“Members of the Eastern Catholic Churches are to observe the particular law of their own sui iuris Church..
“If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the Easter
Vigil (Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering
and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more
fully and to celebrate more readily his resurrection.”
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MASS INTENTIONS week of February 22
Sun, Feb 22
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

First Sunday of Lent
People of the Parish
Ephraim Heil (+)
Doris Lake (+)
Thomas and Kathleen Downs (+)

Mon, Feb 23
8:00am
Noon

Mary Catherine Wallace (+)
Peg Mattingly (+)

Tue, Feb 24
8:00am
Noon

Pat and Kaye Musselman
The Souls in Purgatory

Wed, Feb 25
8:00am
Noon

Farida Mach (+)
James J. Labaki (+)

Thu, Feb 26
8:00am
Noon

Carl and Marguerite Conrath family
Bishop Frederick Campbell

Fri, Feb 27
8:00am
Noon
7:00pm

Michael Tanner (+)
Earl Hankins (+)
Stations of the Cross

Please pray for the recently deceased:

Weekly Calendar

Sat, Feb 28
9:00am

John Weimer (+)

Sun, Mar 1
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am
7:30pm

Second Sunday of Lent
Barbara Phillis (+)
People of the parish
Dan and Barbara Creagan and family
Thomas & Kathleen Downs (+)
For Christians in the Middle East

This weekend:

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger,
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar.
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck,
Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Josephine Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael
Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour,
Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa
Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Sun, Feb 22
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall)
10:00 a.m. CCD (School)
Mon, Feb 23
7:00pm Scouts (Parish Center)

Black and Indian Missions

Next 2nd collection:
Mar 8 Dominican House of Studies

Parish Finances
Weeks of February 17, 2015
Envelopes (170) ........................................... $7,799.00
Loose………..…………………………
615.10
Total .......................... ...……………………. 8,414.10
Weekly Budget ........................................... 11,538.00
This week’s deficit...………………… 3,123.90
Year-to-date deficit………………………..57,580.13

Tue, Feb 24
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center)
Wed, Feb 25
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
Fri, Feb 27
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Church)
Stations will be prayed all Fridays of Lent
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XXVII – Blessing of the Cornerstone of St. Thomas School, Part II
The Bishop was followed by the Rev. T. A. Powers, rector of St. Peter’s Church, Steubenville, Ohio:
There is no question receiving more attention in this country than education. And much discussion on any subject reveals the
fact that there is dissatisfaction with its present status. Catholics are not discussing, they do not have to argue, they have to obey.
For us the question of education was settled nineteen hundred years ago when our Divine Saviour commanded the Apostles to go
forth and teach God, and in these authentic words the Church of Christ was established and the world received a teacher from on
high. The same authority who imposed the obligation of teaching on the Apostles and their successors had previously commanded
light to appear. Obedient to that authority, the sun and stars began their illuminating mission which to this hour they have never
ceased to beneficently fulfill. And as the light that obeyed its God has never failed, so the Church to which perpetuity was promised
must teach and teach forever.
It being established on the authority of Scripture that a Divine Teacher is in our midst it would be an act
of supreme folly to turn to any other source for methods and theories of education.
The Church then is essentially an educator in the full meaning of all that that word implies. Education
means to lead forth, to draw out, to develop all the powers, all the faculties, all the capabilities of man…
You may train an animal to be useful, you may teach it to play a thousand pranks but such training you
would not dignify with the name of education. So, too, you may teach man in part, you may train any of his
faculties to a high degree of development and as far as it goes, I grant that the training is a success. But until
the full range of his capabilities is included in your system of training your system is only partial, is incomplete and consequently defective. And the higher and the more important the faculties which are omitted from
your system of training, the more defective it will be. And surely that system which overlooks the religious
life of man, which ignores the soul’s immortal interests, is vitally incomplete and objectionably defective. It fails to meet the broad
requirements embraced in the inspired injunction, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”…
Church and Education. I would not have you under the impression that a system of education that is only partial is bad in itself.
No, it is good as far as it goes. But the Church as God’s representative whose mission it is to teach stands for the complete development of man and especially for his spiritual uplifting and can make no apology for declining to be satisfied with a system of education that is wanting in completeness.
Those who live for gain and not for God, will, of course, be satisfied with an education that prepares them for the commercial
life but which overlooks the vital interests of the soul. But since Christ taught that to know God and Jesus Christ whom He has
sent is eternal life, no one claiming to be his disciple can be satisfied to have this knowledge barred from the schools in which the
children who are born in the Sacrament of Baptism to eternal life are trained.
…I wish to briefly submit to your consideration a few fundamental principles…The world in which we live is governed by two
great forces, the physical and the moral. Of these two, the physical is more obvious for it acts upon the senses. But the moral is the
more powerful for it acts upon the soul. We see these forces operating in the world of nature in perfect order and beautiful harmony. And we conclude that they must be controlled by an intelligence that is superior to them and above them. Hence, we recognize the supremacy of intelligence in the very idea of God.
In man, the creature fashioned to the divine image, these same forces are found, the physical, the moral, the intellectual. The
physical is under the dominion of the will, the will is under the dominion of the intellect. But the human intellect is different from
the divine in this. The divine is all knowing, the human intellect is subject to instruction. Hence, you see that whatever system of
instruction informs the intellect, controls the man and consequently the world. If that system is Godless, the people will be Godless.
If it is commercial, the people will be commercial. But if it is Christian, the people will be Christian. If it is religious then it will
follow as the night the day, that the people will be religious.
And if you have a religious people, I mean a people genuinely religious, not a people veneered with Godliness and honey-combed
with hypocrisy, a people whose conduct in all things is controlled by the principles of Christian teaching in whose consciences the
commandments are enthroned, every social difficulty will be peacefully and rightly settled…
This in briefest outline is the Catholic view of education…It rests upon the general ground that man is created for a supernatural
end and that the Church is the divinely appointed agency to help him to attain his supreme destiny. This accomplished and all is
well.
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Sunday Evening Mass Next Sunday,
March 1, begins our 7:30 p.m. Sunday Mass. As
stated before, this will be initially on an experimental basis—it will be a while before we know whether
this Mass will a permanent thing here at this parish.
I would like it to be, for there are a lot of people in
our part of the diocese who need Mass at a late hour
like this. But keeping this as part of our regular
schedule will depend on several factors, including
attendance, along with a decent-sized collection, and
our continuing to have enough priests here at St.
Thomas to keep up with it Provisionally, I’m planning on having this Mass available to you at least
until the end of the Easter season (i.e., up to and including Pentecost Sunday, May 24). I wish there
were enough priests here—and enough people—to
warrant having Masses on the hour all through Sunday! But we will do what we can to help. If this is
something you really need, spread the word!
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Mark your calendars for a parish Saint Patrick’s day dinner
Tuesday, March 17, at 6:00 p.m. A hearty
Irish meal will be provided, along with live
entertainment. A maximum of 100 tickets
will be sold. Look for more details in the next
bulletin.

The 2015 Columbus Catholic
Men’s Conference
“Deepen your faith: be a man of Spirit”
Saturday, February 28 at the Ohio Expo Center Voinovich
Building.
This year’s speakers are Peter Herbeck, Chris Spielman,
Ralph Martin, Doug Lessells, Fr. Dave Pivonka, T. O. R.,
and the Most Rev. Bishop Frederick Campbell, who will
celebrate Mass and preach.
Conference is expected to last 8:00am to 2:45pm. For more
information and to register, go to columbuscatholicmen.com, or see the pamphlet rack in the church
for brochures.

Catholic Youth Camp Catholic Youth
Summer is Ohio’s one and only weeklong,
residential high adventure camp for students
entering grades 6-12. Activities typically include: jet skis, water tubing, paintball, blobbing, go-carts, archery, zip lining, rock climbing, ropes course, mountain boarding and
more. CYSC offers a truly Catholic and safe
environment with daily catechesis that awakens faith and builds missionary disciples. A
week at camp includes daily Mass, adoration,
reconciliation, small group conservations,
worship, service and authentic community.
See www.cysc.com to register.
Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters
Recent Booster Mania Winners are Linda Grieve, Don Larson, Donna Middaugh, Brett Jefferson, Carlos Landers, Bob
Miller, Eric Schmieder, Charlie White, Paul Christy, and
Sophia Paul.
Rosecrans Athletic Boosters Mulch Sale The Annual
Mulch Sale will be held this Spring. The cost will be $4.75
per bag. Choice of 5 kinds of mulch to choose from: Pinebark, Cypress, Hardwood, Mini Nuggets, and Red Mulch.
Forms may be picked up at Rosecrans High School or the
Knights of Columbus Hall. Last date to order will be April
8th. For more details contact Marvin Paul at (740) 4534482.
Parent Information Night On Wednesday, March 4, 2015
from 5:30-7:30pm Bishop Rosecrans High School and
Bishop Fenwick School invite you to Family Information
Night. Families will be able to tour the campuses, meet
teachers and students, get registration information, find
out about tuition assistance and the EdChoice program,
speak with a Guidance Counselor and meet other prospective families. All three campuses will be open to visitors
that night. The Bishop Fenwick Elementary campus is located at 139 North Fifth Street, while the Bishop Fenwick
Middle School and Bishop Rosecrans High School are located at 1030 East Main Street and 1040 East Main Street,
respectively. Come spend the evening with us and find out
what it means to be a Bishop!
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Diocesan Publications: Ed Clark representing Diocesan Publications (our Bulletin Publisher) will be here at St.
Thomas on Tuesday, February 24th, 2015. He will be renewing present advertisement and seeking new ones. If interested, please call the parish office, or you may contact Ed
directly at (614) 738-1472 or eclark@diocesan.com. Thanks
to our advertisers and Diocesan Publications, the bulletin is
published weekly at no cost to the parish.

Are you a registered parishioner? You might want to
check on that. Many people think they are but aren't. We
don’t register you unless you ask us to do so. Even if you
grew up in this parish, if you are an adult and no longer
living with your parents you will need to get yourself registered. It is sometimes important to be a registered parishioner—like, say, when you want to schedule a wedding, or have your children baptized, or even apply for a
letter of good standing so that you can be godparent or
sponsor for others. Being registered in a parish isn’t the
same thing as being a good Catholic, but it can sure be
useful. If you’re not sure whether you’re registered or
not, call the office to find out. (If you’re currently using
envelopes for contributions to the parish, you definitely
are registered.)
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch, OP,
pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be leading a pilgrimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015. Interested pilgrims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch directly at michael.dosch@juno.com or the contacting the
Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at (877) 276-7279 or lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net. Visit the website at
www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com. Deadline for registration is

March 20, 2015.
Beauty of the Feminie Catholic Women’s Conference
Interested in being part of the annual Beauty of the Feminine
Catholic Women’s Conference planning committee? Meetings
held at St. Thomas monthly. For more details and information
about upcoming meetings email Susie Piecynski at
Susan.m.ecklin@gmail.com .

Adorers Needed! Do you have a half hour or more to
spend with our Lord Jesus? We are in need of Wednesday
adorers of the Blessed Sacrament during the 2:00 pm –3:30
pm and 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm hours. Please contact Regina
Cano at (614) 582-8588.

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser The Lay Dominicans &
Friends for Historic Preservation announce a fund-raiser to begin raising monies to secure and preserve the second cemetery of
our Catholic heritage in Zanesville. The first was located on
these grounds. While still under the patronage of St. John, the
grounds were acquired on Greenwood for our beloved ancestors
in the Faith. Over the years, there has been vandalism and lack
of respect for those buried there. We would like to be able to
fence in the cemetery with an appropriate fence that both safeguards and dignifies the area. This will be costly, but in the end,
the results will be priceless, as we preserve our heritage for future generations. To that end, we begin our efforts offering St.
Thomas Aquinas blankets
for sale that have the beautiful emblem that is front and
center on the floor of the
church. This item is exclusive to our church. The
outer border has Latin for
“The sign of the Church of
St. Thomas Aquinas in
Zanesville.” The Fleur-deLis symbolizes the Trinity
and is executed in the colors
of the Dominican Order, black and white. The top part of the
shield calls to mind our patron St. Thomas Aquinas, with the red
field and the sun reminding us of the great love Thomas had for
the Eucharist. The bottom part of the shield is blue, which reminds us of our Blessed Mother, who promised St. Dominic that
she had the Dominicans under her mantle of protection. The
carpenter’s square and the lilies of purity remind us of St. Joseph,
under whose patronage our Dominicans of the Eastern Province
are placed.
The blanket is made of lightweight material measuring 50”x60”
and is machine washable. This item is available in red, royal
blue, navy, forest green, black and gray for $25 per blanket, and
order forms are available at the entrances of the church. This
blanket can be used year round to keep you from winter winds
in a drafty house or when you’re enjoying balmy breezes at the
beach. Use one as a lap robe for the elderly or send one off to
college with a student to give
them a subtle reminder to attend Mass on Sunday. Please
pre-pay with your order by cash
or check which may be made
payable to: Dominican Laity.
Completed order forms and payment may be left at the Parish
Center. If you have any questions, please contact Mary Ann
Ewart at 319-0265 or Melanie
Von Gunten at 453-3301, extension 15.

