St. Thomas Aquinas Church
February 8, 2015, 5th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Pastor’s Corner
(Unable to write my own piece due to time constraints this week,
I’m transcribing an excerpt from a fine book on prayer, Toward
God: The Ancient Wisdom of Western Prayer, by Fr. Michael Casey, an Australian Trappist. The following is taken
from chap. 5. It deals with something we all need to hear repeatedly: the importance of being generous in the giving of our time to
God—and without seeing prayer as a kind of self-help.)

“Nothing is more precious than time,” writes the author
of The Cloud of Unknowing. So time is something specially
valuable to be offered to God in testimony of our love.
Time given to God is time withdrawn from other activities. This means that if I am an achiever, I will achieve
less. If I am self-indulgent, I will be less gratified. If I
thrive on human contact, I will have to learn a measure
of solitude. Time given to God is time not available for
self.
This is a hard teaching, both in theory and in practice. For instance, I hope I am doing something good in
writing this book. I am obscurely conscious that God is
present with me as I write. I may occasionally interrupt
the task with prayer. Yet to pray from the heart I need
to leave work aside and give myself fully to this something-else-that-seems-like-nothing-at-all. Instead of
continuing to pile up pages of text, I cease production.
Overall, my active contribution to the work is lessened
because I withdraw some time and energy from it and
offer them to God.
But, a generous reader may remark, “Such periods of
non-engagement in the task add quality to the final
product.” This may be so; one hopes it is true. But making this a reason destroys the value of the gift. (Money
spent on flowers does not repair the roof; a relationship
may be enhanced but the rain still comes in.) I would
feel I was cheating if my gift were only an apparent one.
Time spent in prayer is time lost to temporal gain. It is
bread cast on the waters of eternity.
Contemporary proponents of prayer often recommend it as a useful human activity. They enumerate the
fruits of prayer: it will bring inner peace and lower my
blood pressure; it will help me to understand God’s
plan and reform my chaotic life. One hears it said that if
one practiced prayer conscientiously for a few months,
problems would begin to disappear. Prayer has fallen
into the hands of self-improvers.

I do not deny that prayer does one good. As I think
back over the years it is evident that when prayer receded, problems tended to multiply. Prayer has served
me well, but I do not wish to come to prayer for my
own enrichment. It is not for fear that I shall be sent
emptier away, but because prayer is first and foremost
a giving of myself, empowered by grace. In particular it
is a giving of my time. I cannot, at this moment, think of
a greater favor than the gift of offering myself to God.
Other benefits, even those greatly needed or desired,
seem less important.
There are times in everyone’s life when prayer imposes itself—such as when affliction or anguish breach
the boundaries of ordinary consciousness and prayer
surges through. On such occasions prayer looks after
itself. In a sense there are no problems, it simply happens.
At other times there may be an inward attraction to
prayer and nothing more. The occasion for quiet responsiveness is not given, but we must construct it for
ourselves. This may mean rewriting the script for the
day….
We need to become ever more sensitive to the call to
prayer, be it external or inward. Our divine adoption
means that we are in a continuous relationship with
God at the level of being. For the most part we are unaware of this. So we need to listen closely, especially if
we find it difficult to distinguish God’s footsteps among
the welter of interior noises.

Sunday Evening Mass
We will begin having Sunday Mass at 7:30 p.m. beginning March 1. This will be initially on an experimental
basis—for now, count on having that Mass available until
the end of the Easter season (i.e., up to and including Pentecost Sunday, May 24). Continuing to have Mass at that
hour will depend on its being fairly well-attended. I
wouldn’t expect a Mass at that hour to be as heavily attended as the morning Masses, but I think the church
should be at least close to half-full to make this a sustainable venture. I wish there were enough priests here—and
enough people—to warrant having Masses on the hour all
through Sunday! But we will do what we can to help. If
this is something you really need, spread the word!
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sun, Feb 8
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time
Barbara Phillis (+)
Bud Gookins (+)
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
People of the Parish

Mon, Feb 9
8:00am
Noon

Thanksgiving
W. L. Morris

Tue, Feb 10
8:00am
Noon

St. Scholastica, virgin (M)
James Dusenberry (+)
The Souls in Purgatory

Wed, Feb 11
8:00am
Noon

Our Lady of Lourdes (Opt. M)
Tom Young (+)
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)

Thu, Feb 12
8:00am
Noon

Bl. Reginald of Orleans, O.P., priest (Opt. M)
Mary Louise Young (+)
Fr. Bruno Cadore, O.P.

Fri, Feb 13
8:00am
Noon

B. Jordan of Saxony, O.P., priest (M)
Joe Jamiolkowski (+)
Tom Young (+)

Sat, Feb 14
9:00am

Ss. Cyril, monk, and Methodius, bishop (M)
Claude Foley (+)

Sun, Feb 15
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time
People of the Parish
Earl Norris & Family
Merrill & Cecilia Morrison (+)
Sam Rosta (+)

Today’s 2nd collection: The Catholic Times
Upcoming 2nd collections:
Feb 22 Black and Indian Missions
Mar 8 Dominican House of Studies

Parish Finances
Weeks of February 2, 2015
Envelopes (195) ............................................$8,197.50
Loose………..…………………………
838.07
Total .......................... ...……………………. 9,035.57
Weekly Budget............................................ 11,538.00
This week’s deficit...………………… 2,502.43
Year-to-date deficit………………………..53,250.06

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger,
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar.
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck,
Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Josephine Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael
Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour,
Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa
Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods
Please pray for the recently deceased:
Patrick Malone and Gene Marshall

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Feb 8
Youth Group Breakfast after all Masses at St. Nicholas
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall)
10:00 a.m. CCD (school)
Tue, Feb 10
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center)
Wed, Feb 11
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Part XXVI – Education
The Catholics here have always valued education and have tried to conduct a well-rounded curriculum for
our children. St. John the Evangelist school opened in 1830, the very first parish school in the state. The
school was located in the basement of the church. As there were no teaching sisters to
be had at that time, the students were taught by lay teachers, with men instructing the
boys and women instructing the girls. The school was thus maintained until the razing
of the building to make way for the building of the new church that would become St.
Thomas. The school was then conducted in an old building opposite the church, at the
southwest corner of Sewer and Spruce Alleys, on the rear of the lot which came to be
known as “Hay Market”. It remained there only a short time, however, as Father
Charles Pius Montgomery, O.P., became pastor and leased ground from the McIntire
estate at the southeast corner of Sixth and Center (Elberon) Streets. A parish school
house consisting of two rooms was erected. This school building would be occupied for
ten years. This location would later become the site for Hancock Junior High School
and with the passing of time, John McIntire Library.
In May 1853, the tier of lots from Spruce Alley to North Street (Shinnick), on the
west side of Fifth Street, was purchased from E. Buckingham, and in 1854 a three-story brick building was
erected and occupied. Four Dominican sisters began to live in it and
took over the work of teaching the children of the parish. For a time,
they taught both boys and girls. Afterward, when their rule restricted
them to the instruction of girls, other teachers were provided for the
boys. Two Brothers, sent by the Congregation of the Holy Cross, arrived from Notre Dame, Indiana in the fall of 1857. During their stay
here, which lasted until the summer of 1859, the Brothers stayed with
the Dominican Fathers. After the Brothers separated from their teaching responsibilities at the school, laymen resumed the task of teaching
the boys. This arrangement lasted
until 1866, when they turned the
small boys over to the care of the sisters. By 1875, all share in the school
work was relinquished to the sisters, who from then on, because their rule
had been modified, assumed full charge of all of the classes. From 1855 until 1875, the Dominican Sisters had enjoyed an enviable reputation among
institutions as St. Columba’s Academy for girls. When the sisters took
over the complete operation of the school, they discontinued the academy,
or private school, and began to use the building for their convent.
Historical notes of parish history have many interesting sidelights pertaining to school events. In 1879,a notation from February 24 reads: “The
Fair for the school was most successful. It netted about $1000. The young
ladies did it this time. A feature of this event was a contest between the
St. Patrick’s Society, 80 men, and the St. Thomas boys, 20, for a silk flag. The votes were 10¢ each. St. Patrick’s men had 1565 and St. Thomas Boys, 1655. So, of course, the boys won the silk flag. All had a swell
time.”
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The 8th annual Columbus Catholic
Women’s Conference
“At the Foot of the Cross”
Saturday, February 21, 2015, at the Ohio Expo Center
Voinovich Building.
Rosary at 7:45am
Bishop Campbell will celebrate Mass at 8:15am
Speakers this year are Colleen Carroll Campbell, Dr.
Edward Sri, and Emily Wilson
Conference fees for pre-registration are $35.
$20 for students; complimentary for religious sisters.
Tickets purchased on the day of the conference are
$40. Please note, tickets are non-refundable, but are
transferable to another guest. Those interested taking
a bus to the event should contact Patty at (740) 4535173.
For more information, go to www.columbuscatholicwomen.com

Have your home enthroned to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus!
This is a powerful way to bring blessings on your family and all who visit
your home. A team from the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart will lead your
family through this process by visiting
your home twice. The Missionaries will
also enthrone businesses. Parish missionaries here at St. Thomas Aquinas
are Ron and Maria Horn [(740) 3195053] and Trinidad and Regina Cano
[(740) 885-9198].
Jesus, meek and humble of heart—make
our hearts like unto thine!

The 2015 Columbus Catholic
Men’s Conference
“Deepen your faith: be a man of Spirit”
Saturday, February 28 at the Ohio Expo Center
Voinovich Building.
This year’s speakers are Peter Herbeck, Chris Spielman, Ralph Martin, Doug Lessells, Fr. Dave Pivonka,
T. O. R., and the Most Rev. Bishop Frederick Campbell, who will celebrate Mass and preach.
Conference is expected to last 8:00am to 2:45pm. For
more information and to register, go to columbuscatholicmen.com, or see the pamphlet rack in the
church for brochures.
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Youth Group: The Youth Ministry Program is providing breakfast after all the 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.
Masses on Sunday, February 8th in the St. Nicholas
Church Basement. All are welcome! Proceeds help fund
our youth ministry program.
Who: you (high school students)
What: friends, faith, fun, unicorns
When: March 14 & 15,
Must Register before February 27th
Where: St. Paul in Westerville
Why: Chris Padgett says so..talk to your youth minister,
Patty Boggs (453-5173) or teens@rrohio.com .
Catholic Singles Ministry The Church of the Resurrection

Catholic Youth Camp Catholic Youth Summer is
Ohio’s one and only weeklong, residential high adventure camp for students entering grades 6-12. Activities typically include: jet skis, water tubing, paintball, blobbing, go-carts, archery, zip lining, rock
climbing, ropes course, mountain boarding and more.
CYSC offers a truly Catholic and safe environment
with daily catechesis that awakens faith and builds
missionary disciples. A week at camp includes daily
Mass, adoration, reconciliation, small group conservations, worship, service and authentic community.
See www.cysc.com to register.

welfare of the community in accordance with the
teachings of the Catholic Church through unity,
friendship, and charity. The next meeting is Tuesday,
February 10th at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish
Office. All women age 16 and over are welcome to join.

For a Catholic perspective, the Catholic Times weekly
newspaper features insightful and informative news from
around our diocese, our country, and the world. Sign up
TODAY for, or continue receiving the Catholic Times for
another year, by placing your Catholic Times envelope
with a minimum donation of only $17 (parish rate) into the
regular Mass collection. This donation helps the parish to
provide Catholic Times to you ands many of our parishioners. Checks should be made payable to (St. Thomas Aquinas Church). If you are on electronic donation, you can
still receive Catholic Time simply place your donation in
an envelope marked “Catholic Times” and your Name and
drop it into the Sunday collection basket during February.
As an evangelization tool, Bishop Campbell encourages
every Catholic household to receive the Catholic Times.
Come enjoy “A journal of Catholic life in Ohio”. Sign-up
TODAY!

Help Wanted: Holy Trinity/St. Joseph, Somerset Parishes

Are you a registered parishioner?

and school are seeking Part-time bookkeeper (at 20 hours a
week). High School diploma required; Bachelor’s degree in accounting preferred. Minimum of two years prior experience is
required, keyboard and computer experience required. Please
submit resume and references to Fr. Stephen Carmody, OP,
P.O. Box 190, Somerset Ohio 43783-0190 by February 15, 2015.

You might want to check on that. Many people think
they are but aren't. We don’t register you unless you
ask us to do so. Even if you grew up in this parish, if
you are an adult and no longer living with your parents you will need to get yourself registered. It is
sometimes important to be a registered parishioner—
like, say, when you want to schedule a wedding, or
have your children baptized, or even apply for a letter
of good standing so that you can be godparent or
sponsor for others. Being registered in a parish isn’t
the same thing as being a good Catholic, but it can
sure be useful. If you’re not sure whether you’re registered or not, call the office to find out. (If you’re currently using envelopes for contributions to the parish,
you definitely are registered.)

in New Albany is offering a Day of Reflection on Saturday,
February 21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The fee of $15.00 per person
includes lunch, the day’s materials, and a prayerful time with
other Catholic Singles 30 and over. To make your reservations,
contact the Church of the Resurrection office at 614-855-1400 or
Suanne Gettings at sgettings@cotrna.org. Reservation deadline
is Wednesday, February 18. Please make checks payable to
Church of the Resurrection.

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: Fr. Michael Dosch, OP,
pastor of Saint Patrick’s in Columbus, will be leading a pilgrimage to Lourdes June 28—July 7, 2015. Interested pilgrims may learn more details by contacting Fr. Dosch directly at michael.dosch@juno.com or the contacting the
Lourdes Pilgrimage Office at (877) 276-7279 or lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net. Visit the website at
www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com. Deadline for registration is

March 20, 2015.

