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Pastor’s Corner
By the time I finished writing the bit on Saint Patrick
for last week, I discovered there was no room left in
the bulletin for saying something about Saint Joseph,
foster father of Jesus and patron of the universal
Church. Saint Joseph always seems to get short shrift,
as his feast comes hard on the heels of Saint Patrick’s—but also because he is a mysterious figure in
the Scriptures. He is often called “Silent Joseph” because he is never quoted—not once. That’s not terribly surprising, since the words we have even from the
Lord are precious few, compared to what he spoke in
his life. There’s a reason for that, of course: what was
paramount in the minds of the sacred authors was not
Jesus’ preaching (important as that was), but his
death and resurrection. Then again, we have the example of Mary, the mother of Jesus, who also is surprisingly silent, by our standards: aside from Luke’s
Gospel and John’s, she is not quoted at all in the New
Testament. How strange for us! Rather, Mary spent
her life “pondering” the revelation of God “in her
heart.”
But back to Saint Joseph: the example he gives
is one of obedience to the word of God through the
angel. When he discovers that Mary is expecting a
child before they lived together, being a just man, as
Matthew the evangelist tells us, he was going to divorce her quietly rather than expose her to shame. Yet
the angel intervenes and says, Joseph, Son of David, do
not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins. Now, let’s think about this message for a
moment. What does the angel’s counsel do not fear
refer to? I would imagine most of us think it means
something like this: Joseph, don’t be resentful that she’s
pregnant—you can do this, with God’s help. Cheer up.
There’s a good man. I think this kind of understanding
completely misses the awe that Joseph must have experienced at the idea of his being so close to the mysteries of salvation. After all, Joseph knew Mary—or at
least his family and hers did—and something must
have seemed terribly unaccountable and mysterious
about this whole business of her being with child already. There is much the Scriptures don’t say, but I

think Joseph must have held her in awe, and knew he
and every other man was unworthy of her. She was,
literally, perfect, and her goodness couldn’t have been
lost on everyone. Her perfection radiated, influencing
her least gesture and word.
So, when Gabriel tells Joseph not to fear, I believe the meaning should be taken more along these
lines: God himself wants you for this great task, so do not
shrink from it out of a sense of unworthiness. The most
high God will make you a wise and strong guardian of these
two, Mary and Jesus. In fact, I once heard a preacher
say that the reason why Joseph broke things off with
Mary to begin with was that he already knew from
Mary how she became pregnant, and knew of his unworthiness. However it happened, Joseph shows us a
prompt faith in God and trust that whatever he asks
of us, he himself can bring about if we stand firm.
And now this broad-shouldered foster father of Jesus
is Patron of the Universal Church. Saint Joseph, pray
for us! —Fr. Peter

Sister Maureen Mahon celebrates her 60th!
Please keep Sister Maureen Mahon in your prayers as she
approaches her 6oth anniversary or religious profession.
She will celebrate that anniversary Sunday, April 12—an
open invitation has been sent to the parishioners of Saint
Thomas Aquinas Church, with Sister writing in her own
hand “I hope some of you are able to come and celebrate
with me.” Her community is requesting the courtesy of a
reply with a number of attendees by the March 28—so if
you would like to attend, please reply to Sheila by no later
than next Friday (the 27th) and we will call in with the
count. For those wishing to drive themselves, the address
of Sr. Maureen’s community is 22143 Main Street, Oldenburg, Indiana. For those who would like to carpool, attendees can work something out amongst themselves.

A note from the Spiker family
“We want to extend our gratitude to the parishioners of Saint
Thomas Aquinas Church. As you know, Cassie was rediagnosed
with cancer last fall. Thanks to everyone for their thoughts and
prayers of support, and the donations of food, gift cards, and
money. We especially want to thank the St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Knights of Columbus for their donations. Cassie is
doing well physically, and she is tolerating her chemotherapy
well. She does have an upcoming surgery on her back to remove
the tumor. Please continue to pray for her. Again, we thank you
for all your support.”
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MASS INTENTIONS week of March 22
Sunday, March 22
Fifth Sunday of Lent
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am
7:30pm

People of the Parish
Kathleen Schlaegel (+)
Sam Rosta (+)
Edwin Sawyers (+)
Muriel Nestor (+)

Monday, March 23
Lenten Weekday
8:00am
12:00noon

Mark Thompson (+)
Myrtle Mack (+)

Tuesday, March 24
Lenten Weekday
8:00am
12:00noon

Mark Thompson (+)
Souls in Purgatory

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Mar 22
Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall)
10:00 a.m. CCD (School)
Mon, Mar 23
7:00pm Scouts (Parish Center)
Tue, Mar 24
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (Church)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Parish Center)
Wed, Mar 25
12:30—8:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
Fri, Mar 27
9:00 a.m. Quilters (Parish Center)
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Church)

Wednesday, March 25
Solemnity of the Annunciation
8:00am
12:00noon

Conrath Family
Mary Lou Cush (+)

Thursday, March 26
Lenten Weekday
8:00am
12:00noon

Mark Thompson (+)
Pope Francis

Friday, March 27
Lenten Weekday
8::00
12:00noon
7:00pm

Mark Thompson (+)
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
Stations of the Cross & Confessions

Saturday, March 28
Lenten Weekday
9:00am

Richard Bowman Family

Sunday, March 29
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
5:00pm
7:00am
9:00am
11:00am
7:30pm

Michael J. Ferguson (+)
Mark Thompson (+)
Thanksgiving to Hyacinth
Eva Pishner (+) and Family
People of the Parish

The Sacrament of Penance is available every weekday 11:30am-noon,
as well as Wednesday evenings 7:00-8:00, and Saturdays 8:309:00am and 4:00-5:00pm. Also, during Lent, after Friday Stations.

Parish Finances
Week of March 15, 2015
Envelopes (272) ……………………………….$10,161.00
Loose ……………………………………………… 923.00
Total ……………………………………………… 11,084.00
Weekly budget ……………………………….. 11,538.00
This week’s deficit ………………………….. 454.00
Year-to-date deficit ………………………… 62,976.42
This weekend’s 2nd collection:
Thank you!

$1,710.88

Upcoming second collections
Apr 3 (Good Friday) Holy Land
Apr 19 Church in Central and Eastern Europe

May 17 Catholic Communications Campaign
*The year referred to here is the July 2014-July 2015 fiscal
year, not the 2015 calendar year.
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Holy Week 2015
Schedule of services

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
Masses at 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m., & 7:30 p.m.

Sacred Triduum
of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Thursday, April 2
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:30 p.m.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until midnight

Good Friday, April 3

Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 3:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross 7:00 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 4
Easter Vigil 8:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 5

Masses at 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m., & 7:30 p.m.
Additionally, Office of Readings and Lauds will be prayed in church
at 9:00 a.m. each day the Triduum (Holy Thursday-Holy Saturday)
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Maxine Anders, William
& Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Battiger,
Dorothy Beaver, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar.
Mathilda Clark, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis,
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Gabrielle Hinkle, Patricia Huck, Mary
Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston,
Henry Long, David Macenko, Josephine Marshall,
Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Michael
Overstreet, Loretta (& Charles) Paynter, Patricia
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb Ridenour,
Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa
Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods
Please pray for the recently deceased:

Adorers Needed!

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser
The Lay Dominicans & Friends for Historic Preservation
announce a fund-raiser to begin raising monies to secure
and preserve the second cemetery of our Catholic heritage
in Zanesville. To that end, we begin our efforts offering St.
Thomas Aquinas blankets for sale that have the beautiful
emblem that is front and center
on the floor of the church.
This item is exclusive to our
church. The blanket is made of
lightweight material measuring
50”x60” and is machine washable. This
item is available in red,
royal blue, navy, forest green, black and
gray for $25 per blanket, and order forms
are available at the entrances of the church.
Please pre-pay with your order by cash or
check which may be made payable to: Dominican Laity. Completed order forms and payment may
be left at the Parish Center. If you have any questions,
please contact Mary Ann Ewart at 319-0265 or Melanie
Von Gunten at 453-3301, extension 15.
Cemetery Trivia – The purchase of the cemetery on
Greenwood was recorded on August 15, 1835. It was sold
by Richard Stillwell to John B. Purcell, Bishop of Cincinnati for the sum of $160.00.
Some of the families buried at the cemetery include:
Bloomer, Burkart, Dugan, Durant, Emmert, Gormley
and Greulich.

Festival News: The next festival meeting is Thursday,
Do you have half an hour or more to spend with our
Lord Jesus? We are in need of Wednesday adorers
of the Blessed Sacrament during the 5:00 pm - 6:00
pm hour. Please contact Regina Cano at (614) 5828588.

April 9, 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. If you are a booth
chairperson, please attend this meeting. We need your input on decisions and ideals. Of course, anyone wishing to
help with the festival is also welcome to attend. The festival will be held June 11, 12, and 13. More information to
come! Visit St. Thomas Aquinas Festival on Facebook!

Thank You: Fred and Judy Ivoska would like to thank
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry to benefit Carolyn
Weiner will take place March 27th, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm K
of C Hall in Sunrise Center. Menu includes fish, potatoes, coleslaw, roll and dessert for $7.50. Children ‘s price
at the door. Proceeds will benefit the Carolyn Weiner
Scholarship Fund.

the parishioners for prayers for their seven year old
granddaughter, Ellen Wright, who is a patient at Nationwide Children’s Hospital in Columbus. She had two
surgeries over a period of 2 weeks. Ellen is doing well
finally and hope to get her home soon. Thank you all
for the many prayers for Ellen & the family.

