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Pastor’s Corner 

L ast week I failed to mention that we will have one of 
the newly-ordained priests of the province here this 

summer for additional help. Fr. Charles Shonk, O.P., ar-
rived here on July 1 and will be with us until August 23. 
He’s a native of Ohio, having been born and raised 
(mostly) in Lancaster, though his parents now live in Cin-
cinnati (and attend the Dominican parish there, St. 
Gertrude’s). Fr. Charles first encountered the Dominican 
Order when his family lived in Columbus and attended St. 
Patrick’s, and remembers in particular the preaching of Fr. 
Hayes, who spent several years there. Fr. Charles was one 
of 8 to be ordained May 22 at St. Dominic’s in Washing-
ton, DC by Archbishop Charles Brown, currently serving 
as Papal Nuncio to Ireland. Two of the priests Fr. Charles 
was ordained with just received new assignments in Ohio: 
Fr. Gabriel Torretta to St. Gertrude’s and Fr. Boniface En-
dorf to St. Patrick’s).  

H ard to believe it, but the summer is already half-over, 
at least with respect to the school schedule (classes 

start back up for Bishop Fenwick August 24). They’re sup-
posed to be days of rest, these summer days, but I’m sure 
not everyone experiences that. Things have seemed busy 
for me. Among other things, I’ve been planning some 
(minor) improvements to the church. For one thing, I’m 
hoping that by the beginning of September we’ll have 
some (much-needed) new speakers in church. People have 
been saying for a long time now how hard it is to hear in 
the back half of church. I can’t give an estimate as to when 
exactly this work will be completed, not knowing what all 
is involved, but my hope is to get it done as soon as possi-
ble. Another thing to be done—more involved and expen-
sive—is getting new doors on the front of the church. The 
massive wooden doors currently fronting 5th Street are 
lovely, to be sure, but as anyone who uses them often 
knows (especially the large center doors), they’re not in 
good shape. They’re not exactly “everyday use” doors, yet 
they’ve been getting use every day, and it shows. They’re 
sagging beneath their own weight and warped from the 
moisture—closing and securing them has become a prob-
lem, and that’s also an issue of safety.  Moreover, there are 
no mechanical closers we could get that would be ade-
quate to doors of that size. After consulting with the 
maintenance committee, I have gotten one local company 
already to begin preparing a bid for a set of glass doors, 
and will solicit other bids as well. There is probably no 
way glass doors could ever rival our current doors in at-
tractiveness, but I promise to do the best I can with the 
alternatives that are within the parish’s means. Happy 
continuing summer to all. —Fr. Peter 

lectionary 

Sunday Mass Readings 
 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Amos 7: 12-15 
 Psalm 85 
 Eph 1: 3-14 
 Mk 6: 7-13 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jer 23: 1-6 
 Ps 23 
 Eph 2: 13-18 
 Mk 6: 30-34 

Note: STARTING THIS 

WEDNESDAY (JULY 15)  

BENEDICTION WILL be at 

7:00 P.M. (previously 8:00) 

(Pope Benedict XVI will not be there) 
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Weekly Calendar 

Sun, July 12 
After 11:00 Mass: Coffee and doughnuts (Rosary Hall) 
 
Mon, July 13 
7:00 Scouts (parish center) 
7:00 Prayer group (parish center chapel) 
 
Tue, July 14 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church) 
7:00 p.m.  Catholic 101, Lecture 5 (Rosary Hall) 
 
Wed, July 15 
Eucharistic exposition 12:30-7:00 p.m.  
 
Thu, July 16 
Fri, July 17 
 
Sat, July 18 
Muskingum Valley Right-to-Life Rosary at Columbus 
abortion clinic. Leave St. Thomas Aquinas at 6:30am 
 

 

Please remember Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Church in your will 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 
Sunday, July 12 
15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm (Sat.) Raymond & Dorothy Lasure & Family 
7:00am Roy  & Eleanor Teeters (+) 
9:00am Peter & Louise Barris (+) 
11:00am Sam Rosta (+) 
7:30pm People of the parish 
 
Monday, July 13 
Feria 
8:00am Claude Foley (+) 
Noon Bob & Bette Mattingly (+) 
 
Tuesday, July 14 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin (M) 
8:00am Farida Mach (+) 
Noon Souls in Purgatory 
 
Wednesday, July 15 
Saint Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor (M) 
8:00am Steve Coyle (+) 
Noon Charles & Leota Schaumleffel (+) 
 
Thursday, July 16 
Feria (Our Lady of Mount Carmel, opt. M) 
8:00am Arthur Drougas (+) 
Noon Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+) 
 
Friday, July 17 
Feria (Blessed Ceslaus of Poland, O.P., Priest, opt. M) 
8:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+) 
Noon Peg Mattingly (+) 
 
Saturday, July 18 
Feria 
9:00am Brandon Merriam (+) 
 
Sunday, July 19 
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
5:00pm (Sat.) Julia Hankins  (+) 
7:00am Herb & Myrtle Durant & Family 
9:00am Michael Overstreet (+) 
11:00am Dec. members of K of C Council 505  
7:30pm People of the parish 
 

Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. 

Parish Finances 

 
Week of July 5 
 Envelopes  ................................................ $10,573.35 
 Loose  ............................................................. 940.00 
 Total  ............................................................ 11,513.35 
 [Other ...........................................................  1141.00] 
  Weekly budget ........................................... 11,538.00 
 This week’s deficit  .......................................... 24.65 
     
Upcoming second collections: 
 
Aug 2      Church in Latin America 
Sep 6      Catholic University of America 
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A History of St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
Part XXX – History Continues to be Written 

 

In August 1956, the Holy Name Society of St. Thomas Aquinas Church organized the “Grand-A-Month Club” 
to assist in the education of approximately 150 St. Thomas parishioners attending Bishop Rosecrans High 
School by paying the parish assessment of one thousand dollars a month. This “Club” was immediately adopted 
by more than two hundred members of the congregation. By 1967, this club had managed to contribute more 
than $130,000 toward the education of our youth, and it represents the tremendous effort of many individuals 
on behalf of education. 

On November 5, 1957, Father Joseph B. Briggs, O.P., was appointed 
as pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas Church. In August 1959, Fr. Briggs 
was granted formal permission by His Excellency Clarence G. Issen-
mann, D.D., Bishop of Columbus, for the parish to build a new convent 
for the Dominican Sisters who were serving in the Parish. Bishop Is-
senmann had been appointed to the see of Columbus in 1957 and was 
formally installed in St. Joseph’s Cathedral on February 11, 1958. 
During his tenure of six and a half years, the Bishop’s watchwords 
were expansion and charity. In addition to the approval for the convent, he established eight new 

parishes, completed three high schools and founded three more in the Diocese of Columbus.  
History had been made in the presidential election on November 8, 1960 when John Fitzgerald Kennedy was 
elected. Not only was John Kennedy the youngest man ever elected to the presidency, he was the first Roman 
Catholic elected. Local Catholics were ecstatic. Alfred Smith had run for the presidency in the election of 1928, 
but lost to Herbert Hoover, in part due to prejudice against Catholics. John F. Kennedy’s inauguration took 

place on January 20, 1961.        
Ground breaking ceremonies were held on July 2 with Fr. Briggs officiating. On Ro-
sary Sunday October 1, Bishop Edward G. Hettinger, auxiliary bishop of the Dio-
cese of Columbus, presided at the Rosary Procession and laid the cornerstone for the 
new residence of the Sisters. Parishioners saved their Top Value and S&H Green 
Stamp books to help provide furnishings for the new convent. 
 Bishop Issenmann dedicated the new convent on Sep-
tember 16, 1962. The Very Reverend William D. Marrin, O.P., 
the Dominican Provincial, Dominican Fathers and Sisters, and 

members of the congregation were present for the ceremony. However, the sisters had al-
ready begun to occupy their new home on April 19 of that same year.  
 At the same time, the Church and the world were anticipating the start of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council that had been called by Pope John XXIII, who has now been canon-
ized as a saint. Pope John XXIII showed the world a death with dignity. Bulletins on his 
condition were released as the world prayed and kept vigil. When His physician was weeping as he told him 
that there was nothing more that could be done for him, the pontiff consoled him saying, “My bags are packed. 
I am ready to go.”  He died on June 3, 1963. Pope Paul VI was elected on June 21, and the Second Vatican 

Council continued. Shortly after the death of John XXIII, the joy of President Kennedy’s 
election was replaced with a nation and world in mourning when Camelot came to a violent 
end in Dallas on November 22, 1963. 
 Bishop Issenmann attended all of the sessions of Vatican II. According to Donald M. 
Schlegel, who authored The Illustrated History of the Diocese of Columbus, he was the first Ohio 
bishop to order that the dialogue Mass be used in all parishes. Schlegel continues, “…the 
first English language Mass in the Diocese of Columbus was offered in 1964 for the Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women…”. 
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MIDDLE & HIGH  
SCHOOLERS:  

JOIN THE ST. NICHOLAS  

YOUTH GROUP FOR AN OUTING TO 

COCO KEY  
WATER RESORT 

newark, Ohio  

FRIDAY  

JULY 24 

4:30 – 9:30 p.m.  

 

Tickets ($10) must be  

ordered in advance. 
 

Please make payment to  

St. Nicholas church no later than noon, 

Tuesday, July 20 

 

Permission Slips Required! 
Bring money for snacks & refreshments 

 

Meet at the  

St. Nicholas Teen Center 
Parish Office, Lower Level  

 

I look in the mirror, 
and what do I see? 
Is Jesus living and 

working in me? 

 

Saints Alive! 

Vacation Bible 

School 

July 20—24 

9—111 a.m. 

Rosary Hall 

 

for students  

4th—6th grade 

 

To Pre-register (or 

Volunteer)  

Please call  

Melanie at 

parish office 

 

Volunteers need to be 
compliant with  

Diocesan code (Virtus) 

ST KATERI TEKAKWITHA, Lily of the Mohawks 
Last week in the Pastor’s Corner I drew attention to the his-
torical obliviousness of our Supreme Court (majority opinion 
penned by Catholic Anthony Kennedy, no less) with respect 
to the Obergefell decision. Thisweek I’d like to point out an-
other historical irony. As most people know, modern France 
celebrates Bastille Day every July 14. It marks the beginning of 
the revolution against the ancien regime and especially the 
Catholic Christian heritage of France. The irony is that on this 
same day the Church celebrates one of the most beautiful 
flowers of old France: one of the first saints of the new world, 
the fruit of French missionary labor, St. Kateri Tekakwitha, 
“Lily of the Mohawks” and  “Genevieve of New France” as she 
is sometimes called. Born in mid-17th century, Kateri accepted 

the Catholic faith as a child (her 
mother was an Algonquin 
Christian) but could not be bap-
tized until she was eighteen. 
She  persevered through a very 
difficult life in her faith: many 
family members hated her for 
her Christianity (thinking her a 
tool of the oppressive white 
man) and sought to break her. 
Jesus told us that those of our 
own household would become 
our enemies, though, did he not? 
Praised be God for raising up 
this saint to teach us courage. 

Let nothing disturb thee, nothing affright thee. All things are passing. God 
never changes. Patient endurance attaineth to all things. Who God pos-
sesses in nothing is wanting. God alone suffices.  —St. Teresa of Avila 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine 

Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bron-

kar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cow-

den, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, 

Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, 

Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Flor-

ence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, 

Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, 

David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall, 

Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles) 

Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, 

Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, George and Barb 

Ridenour, Barbara Schumacher, Charles & Mary Lou 

Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, 

Terri Woods 
 

Please pray for the recently deceased: 

Lay Dominicans Fundraiser 
The Lay Dominicans & Friends for Historic Preserva-
tion fund-raiser continues to raise monies to secure and 
preserve St. Thomas Cemetery with a quality wrought-
iron fence. St. Thomas Aquinas blankets will continue 
to be offered throughout the year, and we thank you all 
for your generous and continued support. The afghan 
offered at the festival was won by Holli Baughman. 
We are now offering sets of note cards of our beautiful 
stained glass windows. The note cards may be pur-
chased individually for $1.50 or in sets of 3 for $4. Com-
plete sets of 12 are available for $16. Order forms are 
available at the entrance. Completed order forms and 
payment may be left at the Parish Center. If you have 
any questions, contact Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-
0265 or Melanie Von Gunten at (740) 453-3301, x 15.  

Parish/Zanesville goings-on 

Bishop Fenwick School seeks  

teachers for 2015-2016! 

 

Bishop Fenwick School is currently accepting applications 
for the following teaching positions: 6th-8th grade sci-
ence, 1st grade, 4th grade, Intervention Specialist and a 
part-time art teacher. If you are qualified and interested 
in one of these positions, please email your resume to 
principal, Kelly Sagan, at ksagan@cdeducation.org or mail 
to the school office. You must also complete the applica-
tion found at: http://dfe.cdeducation.org/app/teach.html 

 

Biddy League Football Sign Up 
 

All Parish or Bishop Fenwick students interested in play-
ing football this fall in grades K-6 please contact either 
Chris Zemba at coachzemba@hotmail.com or Brady Hit-
tle at bhittle@muskingumcounty.org 

 

mailto:coachzemba@hotmail.com
mailto:bhittle@muskingumcounty.org

