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Pastor’s Corner______________
After the horrific terrorist attack in Paris last weekend, I
wonder what will be on the minds of most Catholics this
weekend as we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King. I
suppose there are ultimately just two fundamental ways of
relating to Jesus, following the two ways people related to
him on Calvary, as he reigned from the tree, crowned with
thorns: we can rage at him and tell him to come down from
that cross if he’s truly the Son of God and has the power to
set things right. That was how the mob and the wicked thief
thought and spoke. Or, like Mary and the holy women and
the beloved disciple, we can trust that the suffering of Jesus—and the suffering of his body the Church, and the suffering of the humanity he came to save—is not the last
word, and that he truly is powerful to save us, and will. In
his own way, and in his own time. Meanwhile, we enter
sympathetically into the grief and anguish, as well as the joy
and hope of all the people of our times, praying that they
turn to the crucified God in their suffering rather than be
consumed and poisoned within by a suffering that has no
one to whom they might offer it.
To be truly human, we need God. We need a God who
can sympathize with us in our weakness and sufferings, and
we need a God whom we can thank; and I believe it is a fine
coincidence that Christ the King Sunday always comes the
week we celebrate Thanksgiving Day in America. Let’s
know Who it is we should turn to for help in our distress,
and Who it is that deserves thanks, honor, glory and praise
for every good gift past, present, and future. I wonder how
long we will go on calling this holiday “Thanksgiving” in
the U. S.—because the name is implicitly religious. Whom
should we give thanks to on this day, other than God? To
other people, I suppose, and that’s a good thing to do, but
not the meaning of this day. Last year I saw a TV show
where family members went around the table saying what
they were “thankful for” but there was no prayer and no
clear evidence of whether there was anyone to give that
thanks to. I would think that would result in a case of serious
frustration. Let’s avoid that spiritual indigestion this Thanksgiving by lifting our minds and hearts to God—and by not
forgetting the world’s suffering. Benedicamus Domino! Deo
gratias!
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, November 22
SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING
5:00pm (Sat.) Raymond & Dorothy Lasure & family
7:00am Marilyn Rosta (+)
9:00am Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
11:00am Dec. members of Rosta family (+)
7:30pm People of the parish
Monday, November 23
Feria
8:00am Homer Davy (+)
Noon Mark Thompson (+)
Tuesday, November 24
Dominican Martyrs of Vietnam (M)
8:00am Andrea Musselman Scott (+)
Noon Souls in Purgatory
Wednesday, November 25
Feria
8:00am Trinidad and Regina Cano
Noon Catherine Murphy (+)
Note there is just one Mass both Thursday and Friday this week

Thursday, November 26 (Thanksgiving Day)
Feria
9:00am For our Nation
No confessions, no noon Mass
Friday, November 27
Feria
9:00am All Souls
No confessions, no noon Mass
Saturday, November 28
Feria
9:00am Jeremy Haley
Sunday, November 29
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00pm (Sat.) Michael Strohl (+)
7:00am Mark Thompson (+)
9:00am Doris Lake (+)
11:00am Edwin Sawyers (+)
7:30pm People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar,
Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman,
Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary
Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Charles & Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa
Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Please pray for the deceased of the parish

Delicious Pumpkin Cookies It’s time again for pumpkins cookies! You can purchase them from Dooleys at 231
Market Street. They are $7.00 per dozen and available November 20th - 25th. All proceeds benefit Catholic Social Services. To place an order please call (740) 452-5057 ext 102.

___________________________
Bishop Rosecrans High School Alumni Social
Please come and join us for the 2nd Annual Bishop Rosecrans
High Alumni Social at the Knights of Columbus Social Hall at the
Sunrise Center on Friday, November 27th 6:00 - 10:00 pm. Tickets will be sold at the door for $10 a piece. All alumni, friends,
families and supporters of Bishop Rosecrans High School welcome. Come and enjoy friends, food and fun! Call Vincent Joseph
at (740) 452-7504 ext.104 with any questions.

Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters will be having a fundraiser at the Underwood Bob Evans on Sunday, November
Catholic Men's Luncheon Club Event
30 2:00 - 9:00 p.m. You must have a flyer when making purFriday, December 4, 2015
chase. You can pick up your flyer from Bishop Rosecrans or
The next Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club session will feaThe Knights of Columbus. For more details you may contact
ture Father Michael Hartge, one of the youngest and new- Marvin Paul at (740) 453-4482.
est priests of our diocese. His inspirational address will
___________________________
______________________________________

detail his “Path to the Priesthood!” and will be sponsored
by the Great American Title Agency (Jason Kiley, president). This event will take place at St. Patrick Church in
downtown Columbus on Friday December 4. Holy Mass
begins at 11:45 am followed by lunch and Fr. Hartge’s talk
until 1:00 pm. No reservations necessary. $10 covers the
lunch and meeting. Bring a friend! (For information on
Catholic Men’s Luncheons, contact John Schecter, CMLC President, at jschecter@sbcglobal.net)

Have a happy and safe
Thanksgiving holiday

The Dominican friars and parish staff at St.
Thomas Aquinas wish you and your family a
wonderful weekend. Beware of Black Friday
zombies.

The Knights of Columbus
breakfast this Sunday will
forward all donated proceeds
to the relief of Christians in
the Holy Land and other Middle Eastern nations.

The Rosary Altar Society Auction netted $9,113.14 for the parish last
weekend. Heartfelt thanks to all who helped
make the day a success: donors, particpants,
staffers of the auction, and a very special
word of thanks to Lori Gnau and Tam
Bowman for many hours of preparation and
set-up. This income will help the parish’s
sacristy account.
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St. Albert the Great, O.P.: Bishop, Doctor of the Church,
and teacher and friend of St. Thomas Aquinas
November 15th is the feast of Saint Albert the Great, one of the
great lights of the Dominican Order and the Church. Since it fell
this year on a Sunday, it wasn’t observed, but he has much to
teach all of us, however unalike his life and ours may be.
Albert was born in Lauingen, Swabia (roughly halfway between Stuttgart and Munich) probably in 1205 or 1206. As a
youth he studied the natural sciences in Padua. He was moved
to enter the Dominican Order by the preaching of Blessed Jordan of Saxony, a fellow countryman and successor to Saint
Dominic as Master of the Order of Friars Preachers . He taught
in various faculties of theology and philosophy throughout
Europe, and soon enough became the teacher and perhaps the
greatest personal intellectual influence upon Saint Thomas
Aquinas. He is received the honorific Magnus (Great) during his own lifetime owing
to the comprehensive mastery he showed
over almost every academic discipline he
took a hand to—one contemporary said of
him that he was Vir in omni scientia adeo
divinus, ut nostri temporis stupor et
miraculum congrue vocari possit: “a man as
it were divine with respect to every kind of
knowledge, and thus rightly called the
awe and wonder of our age.” In any age,
someone capable of mastering more than
one body of knowledge is considered extraordinarily gifted, and with the extreme
specialization of physical sciences today, it
simply never happens. The state of the
sciences in the 13th century was quite different, of course, and it was possible then for scholars to enjoy
crossover expertise, as it were. Even so, Albert was thought to
have been expert in omni scientia—in every body of knowledge,
and that is something he credited to the help of divine grace.
His trust in the goodness of God and in the light of God shining
in and through all things he made. Creation gladly gives up its
secrets to him who adores the Creator. According to some historians of science and the philosophy of science, Albert’s scientific works held sway for 300 years.
Albert was one of the first to recognize the astonishing gifts
of his pupil Thomas. Thomas was by nature taciturn, and that
made his fellow students refer to him as “the dumb ox.” Albert
cautioned them that the ox they now made sport of would one
day bellow and be heard by the whole world. He spoke truth.
Thomas’ career and the depth of his writings eclipsed even
those of his master Albert. To this day his writings are the focus
of critical study by numberless theologians, philosophers, and

historians. When Thomas died, Albert (who outlived him by six
years) wept and said, “the light of the Church is extinguished.”
“Light of the Church” is a title given by Dominicans to Saint
Dominic—and it was given by many to Albert himself.
There are at least two profound spiritual lessons that Albert
can impart. The first is that faith and science are neither enemies nor uneasy rivals, but the dearest of friends. It is a modern
canard that one cannot be both a believer and a scientist, but in
fact many of even the great scientists of the last couple of centuries are believing Christians—some even clerics, like Albert.
Gregor Mendel, the father of modern genetics, was an Augustinian friar and priest, and Jerome Lejeune, another geneticist,
was likewise a Catholic and a friend of Pope John Paul II. Louis
Pasteur likewise, was a Catholic. How
many know that the innovator of the Big
Bang theory was Georges Lemaître, a Belgian Catholic priest? The point is not just
that Catholics can be good scientists.
Nothing interesting there. Let’s face it:
Catholics can also be bad scientists, and
non-believers can be good scientists.
What’s so marvelous about figures like
Albert is the organic integration of knowledge he enjoyed and the freedom of inquiry he knew as both a Catholic Christian
believer (and theologian) and a master of
every known physical science of his day:
biology, astronomy, botany, physics. And
the mutual benefit these different springs
of knowledge had on one another in that
gifted soul. If Albert was indeed a “wonder” for others of his
times, it was because he himself never ceased wondering at the
subtleties of God’s works.
The next lesson Albert gives us is that it is good and right to
praise God for his gifts not only to us but to others—even, and
especially, when we are surpassed by them. Petty minds might
have envied the gifts of Thomas Aquinas, but Albert was a man
of the Gospel, did not see Thomas as a threat but a fellow
worker in the business of preaching for the salvation of souls—
and teaching and research are laudable modes of preaching for
the Dominican Order. Academics can be a touchy breed, but
Albert was overjoyed by Thomas’ gifts, not depressed by the
thought of being outshone by his own protégé. Isn’t that the
real fruit of a saintly and scientific soul—rejoicing in the advancement of knowledge, whoever is to be credited with the
fresh insights? All praise and glory to God, who alone is Truth
and Light.
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From a meditation on the Kingship of Christ by Origen, priest
“Your kingdom come.” The kingdom of God,
Note this too about the kingdom of God. It
in the words of our Lord and Savior, does not is not a sharing of justice with iniquity, nor a
come for all to see; nor shall they say: Behold, society of light with darkness, nor a meeting of
here it is, or behold, there it is, but the kingChrist with Belial. The kingdom of God cannot
dom of God is within us, for the word of God is exist alongside the reign of sin. Therefore, if
very near, in our mouth and in our heart. Thus we wish God to reign in us, in no way should
it is clear that he who prays for the coming of sin reign in our mortal body; rather we should
God’s kingdom prays rightly to have it within mortify our members which are upon the earth
himself, that there it may grow and bear fruit and bear fruit in the Spirit. There should be in
and become perus a kind of spiritual
fect. For God reigns
paradise where God
in each of his holy
may walk and be
ones. Anyone who
our sole ruler with
is holy obeys the
his Christ. In us the
spiritual laws of
Lord will sit at the
God, who dwells in
right hand of that
him as in a wellspiritual power
ordered city. The
which we wish to
Father is present in
receive. And he will
the perfect soul,
sit there until all his
The Latin title reads: “High priest, victim of love.”
and with him Christ
enemies who are
reigns, according to
within us become
the words: We shall come to him and make
his footstool, and every principality, power
our home with him.
and virtue in us is cast out.
Thus the kingdom of God within us, as we
All this can happen in each one of us, and
continue to make progress, will reach its
the last enemy, death, can be destroyed;
highest point when the Apostle’s words are then Christ will say in us: O death, where is
fulfilled, and Christ, having subjected all his
your sting? O hell, where is your victory? And
enemies to himself, will hand over his kingso, what is corruptible in us must be clothed
dom to God the Father, that God may be all in in holiness and incorruptibility; and what is
all. Therefore, let us pray unceasingly with
mortal must be clothed, now that death has
that disposition of soul which the Word may been conquered, in the Father’s immortality.
make divine, saying to our Father who is in
Then God will reign in us, and we shall enjoy
heaven: Hallowed by thy name; thy kingdom even now the blessings of rebirth and resurcome.
rection.

