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Pastor’s Corner______________

dvent begins again—another year of the Christian
calendar. We reckon our years by the birth of the
Savior, marking all those since his coming “A. D.” (anno
Domini, “in the year of the Lord”), for Jesus Christ is the
very center of human history. The business of the Church
in these days leading up to his second coming is precisely
one of waiting hopefully for him. Whether or not he returns during my lifetime or yours is irrelevant. It’s tempting to think it couldn’t possibly happen anytime soon, but
that’s exactly what we can’t know. It will happen some
time, and those who are alive when it happens will probably have had that same thought—“it couldn’t happen in
my days”—and they will have been wrong. The dead will
be raised when Jesus comes, and as St. Paul tells us,
those who have died will be at no disadvantage. He will
judge the living and the dead, and all things are alive to
him. Every eye will see him, every tongue confess him.
But about hope, that special virtue related to Advent
and this aspect of our existence: just what is it? Faith,
hope, and charity are the theological virtues, which
means that they give us communion with God. Faith believes God’s word. Charity loves God (and neighbor) with
a love that is greater than our own natural power to love:
it’s a share in God’s own love. And hope? Hope gives us
serene confidence that we will see God, and possess him
in a way that cannot be lost, and be like him, so long as
we cling to him in faith in this world. The Epistle to the
Hebrews says that faith and hope share the same object:
“faith is the substance of things hoped for, evidence of
things unseen.” Well, if we believe in God and believe
God, we will receive God. That’s the object of our hope:
God alone. Not some private pleasure we enjoy by ourselves, nothing private at all, but the ecstasy of union
with God—and a simultaneous union with all angels and
fellow saints who are also loving and praising God. And
that’s pretty big talk for us while we’re still stumbling
along life’s journey, which is why a hope with divine durability is needed for us to stand fast. Our world is one of
tumult and suffering. The world can disappoint, and not
everything is what it seems. But God’s promises cannot
fail, and we know that because of the first coming in the
flesh of his Son. The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us as one of us, bore with human weakness, and
at the end suffered and died for us. And rose again. This is
the source of our hope: God’s taking our nature, that he
might communicate to us his divine nature.

Schedule for Advent & Christmas Liturgy
December 8
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Masses at 6:00 p.m. (vigil ), 8:00 a.m., 12noon, and 6:00 p.m.
(St. Nicholas will have a 7:00pm Mass both Dec 7 & Dec 8)
December 20
Advent Lessons & Carols Service 3:00 p.m.

Christmastide

December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Vigil Masses 5:00 & 7:30 p.m
Lessons & Carols 11:00 p.m. (segues into midnight Mass)
December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
Masses at 12 midnight, 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m.
(No 7:30 p.m. Mass)
January 1 SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
6:00 p.m. (vigil), 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS DURING ADVENT
The sacrament of Penance is offered daily at Saint Thomas
Aquinas, 11:30-12noon, year-round. During the holy season of
Advent we will be adding Confession times at 3:00 and again
following Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction Wednesday
evenings. Think of it as a weekly Penance service throughout
Advent. We will stay and hear confessions as long as there are
people needing the sacrament.
Don’t forget that we are always willing to hear confessions
by appointment if our scheduled times don’t suit you. Just call
and ask for the priest on duty.
ALSO: Fr. Christopher Saliga will be preaching an Advent
meditation during the last half hour of Eucharist exposition
on December 2, 9, and 16.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, December 6
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00pm (Sat.) Peg Mattingly (+)
7:00am Jack & Gayle Hallam
9:00am Bob Wetzel (+)
11:00am K of C Council 505 (+)
7:30pm People of the parish
Monday, December 7
St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor (M)
8:00am Jeremy Haley
Noon Thomas & Rose Colopy Finan (+)
__________________________________________________________________

6:00pm (Vigil) All the deceased of the parish 2015
Tuesday, December 8 (Holy Day of Obligation)
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE B. V. M.
8:00am Douglas Wurzbach (+)
Noon Julia Hankins (+)
6:00pm All the faithful departed
Wednesday, December 9
Advent Weekday
8:00am Homer Davy (+)
Noon Wayne Barrett (+)
Thursday, December 10
Advent Weekday
8:00am William Schneider (+)
Noon
Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
Friday, December 11
Advent Weekday
8:00am George Brooks (+)
Noon Monsura Joseph (+)
Saturday, December 12
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE (F)
9:00am Azar Joseph (+)
Sunday, December 13
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00pm (Sat.) Elmer & Virginia Ball & Family
7:00am Tam Gruelich (+)
9:00am Michael Strohl (+)
11:00am Bud Gookins (+)
7:30pm People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Weekly Calendar
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Mary: Mother of God, Patroness of the
Americas, Immaculate Conception

haps) dulls the pain that we inflict on ourselves when we
sin, Jesus and Mary could feel the effects of the world’s
sin without anaesthesia. The Father didn’t want her to
feel pain, any more than he positively wanted his Son to
suffer and die. He preserved her from sin so that she
might be more fittingly mother of a Son who was literally
divine. And yet Mary’s role is not merely biological—if it
were, she would be only the
Mother of Jesus, not ours. But
we call her (most wonderfully)
the Blessed Mother—not just
Jesus’ but ours too. How does
she become our mother? By her
faith, and by her co-suffering
with Jesus her Son. She was the
first disciple of the Lord, before
any apostle was called. She is
more than a martyr, because of
her compassion with her Son in
his suffering and death. She is
the first to have believed, and
she never stopped believing,
even when most of us would
probably have raged against
God. By her faith and her patience she has undone the curse
of Eve and become the new
Mother of all the living. We can
rightly call her “Mother” if we
love her Son.
And of all the apparitions of
the Blessed Mother, Guadalupe
is my favorite. She came at a
time when the Indians were suffering terribly—abused and dispossessed. Many missionaries
tried to compensate with kindness for the brutality of the conquistadores, but Mary did
in a single stroke what generations of preaching wouldn’t
have sufficed to do: she showed herself a mother to the
Indians. Am I not here? I, who am your Mother?

The center of Advent and Christmas is of course Jesus
Christ, the incarnate Word. He is the longed-for One of
Israel, Emmanuel. But there are other dramatis personae
as well, some more central, others less so. The most central supporting cast member is Mary, the Mother of Jesus. These days of our own expectation should be a time for
us to imitate her prayer and
pondering of the Word.
This week we are blessed to
celebrate two feasts of the
Blessed Mother. On the 8th we
celebrate the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception, and on
the 12th, Our Lady of Guadalupe. The first of these is what
we might call more theological,
the second, more historical.
The term Immaculate Conception denotes Mary’s privilege of being free of the stain of
Original Sin from the first moment of her existence. (It does
not, as many suppose, refer to
the virginal conception of Jesus
in Mary’s womb.) The rest of us
have our inherited sin washed
away at Baptism, but Mary was
always without it. And even after our Baptism, we are left
handicapped by sort of penchant for sin—this too Mary
was free of. All her life. Mary
never had to struggle against
any interior appetites propelling
her toward sin. Never a cruel word. Never a spiteful
thought, never temptations to avenge the murder of her
Son who suffered so cruelly or for being obscenely
taunted by the ghouls at Calvary.
This doesn’t mean Mary was unlike us in everything, or
can’t sympathize with us, or doesn’t know what it is to
suffer. Mary probably suffered more than anyone other
Note: Those unable to make our Masses for the Holy Day
than her Son, because being free of sin made Jesus and
may find St. Nicholas’ schedule more amenable: Dec 7 at
Mary more keenly perceptive and sensitive to all things
human. Where sin clouds our brains and (mercifully, per- 7:00pm, and Dec 8 at 8:10am & 7:00pm.
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar,
Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman,
Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary
Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey,
Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the welfare of
the community in accordance with the teachings and rules
of the Catholic Church through unity, friendship and
charity. All women age 16 and up are welcome to join us.
The next meeting is Tuesday, December 15th at 5:00 p.m.
at the St. Nicholas Parish Office. Members will continue
with the assembly of the Blessing Bags. Blessing Bags
contain a variety of items including hats and gloves, soap,
bottled water, razors and other basic necessities. The bags
are delivered to the Methodist Church on Putnam for distribution to the homeless that they serve.
______________________________________

Baskets of Love This is the time to brighten a senior citi-

Please pray for the deceased of the parish

zen’s holiday season. We will be making gift baskets;
please consider buying some items to fill the baskets. En______________________________________
couraged items include (but are not limited to) bath &
hand towels, non-skid rugs, phone cards, “gripper” pens,
The Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club is also accepting nomi- lined stationery, postage stamps, envelopes, large print
nations for the Diocese of Columbus 2016 Catholic Man of books, shampoo, dog or cat treats, soap, razors, crossword
the Year. This annual award recognizes one layman who, puzzle books, bandages & ointments, mops, sponges,
through his daily actions, words, and prayers, exemplifies bleach, laundry soap, fabric softener, stain remover, sugarthe “good and faithful servant.” Bishop Frederick Camp- free candy, toothpaste, assorted greeting cards, paper towbell will present the award on Friday, February 5, 2016 at
els, tissues, toilet paper, baby powder. The items will be
the Catholic Men’s Luncheon. Nominations will be acdelivered by December 23, 2015. You may drop off your
cepted through December 28th. For details and nominaitems at the Catholic Social Services office, 422 Main St,
or the Muskingum County Senior Center on Sunrise
tion instructions, go to www.plugInCatholicMen.com.
Completed nominations and supporting letters should be Center Dr.
______________________________________
emailed to catholicmanoftheyear@gmail.com. Submit a
nomination and let everyone know that your husband,
As they do every year, the Thursday Music Club will be
father, son, uncle, brother or friend is the Catholic Man of presenting a performance of Georg Friedrich Handel’s
the Year!
Messiah next Sunday, December 13, at 6:00 p.m. at Central
——————————————————-

Christmas gift-wrappers needed Can you spare a couple of hours on Sunday December 13, to help wrap
gifts for the elderly and nursing home residents? If
you can, come to the parish Activity Center around
3:00 pm. Students may earn community service
hours. Call Ron or Grayce Welsh at (740) 796-3981
with any questions.

Trinity United Methodist Church (62 S. 7th Street). Admission is gratis.
______________________________________

Sunday evening Mass moves to 6:00
p.m.

After reviewing the returns of the survey and having
given it a good deal of thought, I’ve decided that 6:00 p.m.
would be a better time for the late Mass Sunday than 7:30.
I’m sure there will be some whose schedules would have
Don’t forget the extra Confession times durmeshed better with the later time, but it’s clear that on the
ing Advent! Wednesdays, 3:00-4:00 p.m. and whole more parishioners will benefit from a somewhat
following Benediction (7:00 p.m.)
earlier Mass. The change will take place Sunday, January
3 of the new year. Please make a note! —Fr. Peter
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ANNUAL COVER YOUR
NEIGHBOR SUNDAY
December 13, 2015
Help the needy with new:





Blankets
Sheets and Pillow Cases
Towels and Wash Clothes

No Blanket? No Problem!
We’ll make your cash donation go even further with bulk purchases of bedding, cribs, and other essentials.
Bring your blanket / donation when you come to church the
weekend of December 12th & 13th.
Help someone get through the winter.

