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PASTOR’S CORNER
Although we began a new liturgical year more than a month
ago, we only began our new (secular) calendar year a few
days ago. If we didn’t make any meaningful and reasonable
New Year’s resolutions then, we can do so now. Any time is
a good time for virtuous intentions, and the turn of a year,
especially with the Christmas season still in full swing, is
particularly good. May the grace of God go before us and
follow after us throughout this year, and make us strong in
his service.
We’re at a weird time of year where the bulletins have to
be submitted quite a bit earlier than usual, so that’s why the
financial information is being delayed and a lot of other news
will be delayed too. Part of the welcome “down time” Christmas gives us.
Speaking of that, maybe one of the resolutions most of us
should make is to learn to slow down and make better use of
our time—and I don’t mean keeping ourselves busier. I mean
precisely for using rest-time better. Many people of my acquaintance are workaholics, constantly in “efficiency mode.”
Think of what a precious commodity time is—and yet it
seems to be getting scarcer in our age. Isn’t technology supposed to ease our life and save time? Somehow it doesn’t
seem to be delivering on that grand promise. It’s turning us
into a race of machines. Shouldn’t uncompressed free time be
used by us for giving thanks to God and contemplating what
he has done for us, improving our mental diet with good
reading (and quality films), writing to loved ones. Less stupid TV is certainly one ticket to better mental and emotional
hygiene, methinks.
And that’s something that’s important for our faith, because—as the feast we celebrate today teaches us—God’s
will is to save us by drawing us to him by knowledge and
love. An epiphany is a making-known, and what is made
known in this case is the love of God, and the God of Love.
No other religion emphasizes the importance of revelation
and hence knowledge, as much as Christianity does. Islam
means “submission” and Judaism is about the Law of the
Lord. Both are quite important and indispensable aspects of
a religious life. But Christ that God desires not simply to be
obeyed, but to be known and loved—and by everyone, however high or low one’s station, whatever one’s language or
nationality. So that, knowing him as he is, we shall be like
him, truly—not in the way Adam and Eve grasped at in the
beginning, but in the way only friends can become like one
another after growth in familiarity: by love. And so God reveals everything about himself that our poor minds can bear,
but only love can receive such a gift. Without the sacrifice of
our very selves (that is what love is) we cannot advance in
obtaining the surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Important news about the Bishop Fenwick School
I have a bit of important news for the parish. I hope it
will be received as something helpful for everyone.
After lengthy consultation, Fr. Ralko, Mrs. Sagan and
I have decided that beginning next school year (Fall
2016) grades K-3 of Bishop Fenwick School will join
grades 4-8 “on the hill” and Pre-K will move down to
the North 5th Street location. This was done at my
initiative, and I’d like to explain my reasoning to all of
you.
During a recent finance council meeting, much
was said about the need for more social activities
here at the parish—both for the sake of existing parishioners and to bring back many former parishioners who have gone elsewhere, partly in search of
more social activities, youth ministry, and so on. One
obvious drawback to our parish facilities right now is
the lack of ample space for meetings. I saw the possibility of accomplishing two goals at the same time: if
the school could be consolidated, that would have
the benefit for Bishop Fenwick of having a united student body (making the principal’s job much easier),
and it would have the benefit for us of opening up
much usable space for meetings and classes and social events.
Mrs. Sagan was receptive and even quite happy
about the idea—for years she has been shuttling
back and forth between the buildings, which is quite
inconvenient for her running of the school. I imagine
it must feel sometimes like two schools rather than
one.
Bishop Fenwick Pre-K is a distinct entity from
Bishop Fenwick Elementary School, and a different
location makes more sense for Pre-K than for various
grades of the elementary school. Plus, a change of
location to 5th Street will make Pre-K more visible to
parents with children that age, and it is quite likely
that an increase in enrollment there will grow enrollment in the elementary school.
I ask for your prayers for this venture, as there will
be quite a lot to do. Please pray for the school, as
well as for the parish community.
—Fr. Peter
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MASS INTENTIONS

Weekly Calendar

Sunday, January 3
THE EPIPHANY
5:00pm (Sat.) Dolores Montgomery (+)
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am Ted Paulus
11:00am Marianna Russo (+)
6:00pm People of the parish

Sun, Jan 3
No CCD
Coffee & doughnuts after 9 & 11 Masses

Monday, January 4
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious (M)
8:00am William Schneider (+)
Noon George & Priscilla Morris (+)

Tue, Jan 5
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
No RCIA meeting this week

Tuesday, January 5
St. John Neumann, Bishop (M)
8:00am Mary Rita Bauer (+)
Noon Doug Robinson

Wed, Jan 6
12:30-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
7:00 p.m. Benediction

Mon, Jan 4
7:00 Scouts (parish center)
Prayer group

Wednesday, January 6
Christmas Weekday
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+)
Noon David Honeywell
Thursday, January 7
St. Raymond of Peñafort, O.P., Priest (M)
8:00am Ann Burkhart
Noon
Souls In Purgatory
Friday, January 8
Christmas Weekday
8:00am Terrence Ryan (+)
Noon Josephine McGough (+)
Saturday, January 9
Christmas Weekday
9:00am O’Malia Family
Sunday, January 10
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
5:00pm (Sat.) Peg Mattingly (+)
7:00am John Hartnett (+)
9:00am People of the parish
11:00am Mike Harnetty (+)
6:00pm Pope Francis
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Parish Finances
Week of December 20, 2015
Envelopes .................................................... $8,603.65
Loose ................................................................ 1,180.55
Total............................ ...……………………. 9,784.20
[Other ............................................................. 2,164.08]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week’s deficit:.......................................... 1,753.80

(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
January 3, 2016, Solemnity of the Epiphany

The feast of the Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of Christ to the gentile peoples. It’s a truth about God’s saving will that has expression in the adoration of the Magi. We know nothing about these mysterious figures except what little there is in chapter 2 of Matthew’s Gospel. Not even their names—the names Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar are not found in Scripture. In many representations
(like this one) they are pictured as saints. And rightly so. They did something astonishing, traveling far in obedience to the beckoning
star, which they knew was extraordinary. And they fell down and adored Christ —isn’t that a mark of salvation? Great is God’s mercy
and power to save, and as the Acts of the Apostles tells us, “God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him.” Christ came to save all peoples—not just Jews. Neither time nor space can limit God’s salvation.
Only the hardness of the our own hearts can do that.
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Pope St. Leo the Great on the mystery of the Epiphany

T

he loving providence of God determined that in the last days he would aid the world, set
on its course to destruction. He decreed that all nations should be saved in Christ.
A promise had been made to the holy patriarch Abraham in regard to these nations. He was
to have a countless progeny, born not from his body but from the seed of faith. His descendants are therefore compared with the array of the stars. The father of all nations was to hope
not in an earthly progeny but in a progeny from above.
Let the full number of the nations now take their place in the family of the patriarchs. Let the
children of the promise now receive the blessing in the seed of Abraham, the blessing renounced by the children of his flesh. In the persons of the Magi let all people adore the Creator
of the universe; let God be known, not in Judaea only, but in the whole world, so that his name
may be great in all Israel.
Dear friends, now that we have received instruction in this revelation of God’s grace, let us
celebrate with spiritual joy the day of our first harvesting, of the first calling of the Gentiles. Let
us give thanks to the merciful God, who has made us worthy, in the words of the Apostle, to
share the lot of the saints in light, who has rescued us from the power of darkness, and brought
us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. As Isaiah prophesied: the people of the Gentiles, who
sat in darkness, have seen a great light, and for those who dwelt in the region of the shadow of
death a light has dawned. He spoke of them to the Lord: The Gentiles, who do not know you,
will invoke you, and the peoples, who knew you not, will take refuge in you.
This is the day that Abraham saw, and rejoiced to see, when he knew that the sons born of
his faith would be blessed in his seed, that is, in Christ. Believing that he would be the father of
the nations, he looked into the future, giving glory to God, in full awareness that God is able to
do what he has promised.
This is the day that David prophesied in the psalms, when he said: All the nations that you
have brought into being will come and fall down in adoration in your presence, Lord, and glorify your name. Again, the Lord has made known his salvation; in the sight of the nations he
has revealed his justice.
This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time when the star beckoned the three wise
men out of their distant country and led them to recognise and adore the King of heaven and
earth. The obedience of the star calls us to imitate its humble service: to be servants, as best we
can, of the grace that invites all men to find Christ.
Dear friends, you must have the same zeal to be of help to one another; then, in the kingdom
of God, to which faith and good works are the way, you will shine as children of the light:
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with God the Father in the unity of the
Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar,
Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman,
Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary
Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey,
Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Please pray for the deceased of the parish
Carlos Landers and Mary Sue Slater, RIP
______________________________________

Pope Pius XII Emblem
When: Next weekend! January 8-10, 2016
Where? Top o’ Caves (Lodge), 26780 Chapel
Ridge Road, South Bloomingville, OH
Phone: (800) 967-2434
In the Columbus Diocese, the Pope Pius XII Program is available
to any registered Catholic Boy Scout who is at least in the 9th
grade and has already earned the Ad Altare Dei emblem. Any
Catholic Venturer, male or female, is also eligible. The normal,
ideal age for experiencing this religious emblem program is 17-18.
This program is completed during the weekend with an advanced
reading prerequisite and a post weekend service project. The Pope
Pius XII program deals with Church-related ministries and vocations. These are the ways baptized persons commit themselves to
serve humanity in obedience to God’s call within the Church, a
Christian community of faith. The goals of the program are: (a) to
have each participant examine how being a Christian affects their
daily life in the real world; (b) to challenge each participant to
evaluate their personal talents and abilities in light of a possible
choice of lifestyle, vocation or ministry that relates in some way to
belonging to and becoming increasingly more active in the Catholic Christian faith community; and (c) to give each participant the
opportunity to share their faith and practice their religion among
peers, while receiving guidance and feedback attuned to the ideals
of Scouting. This program is under the direction of a qualified
counselor. A priest, married couple and college students facilitate
this insightful and relaxing cabin weekend in scenic Hocking
Hills. Participants will receive copies of articles dealing with current and relevant church and faith issues. The readings are required in advance and a weekend service project afterwards. For
more information, and for registration form, go to
www.cdeducation.org/YouthYoungAdult/CatholicScouting/aspx

A pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Dominic, June 2-9, 2016.
Groups and individuals are welcome to sign up for this pilgrimage to
the land of St. Dominic. See the beauty of northern Spain and southwest France; venture to the land of Dominic’s birth and the place of the
founding of the Order of Preachers. $2,099 total cost (not including
airfare). Sign up now at jubilee.opeast.org/pilgrimage

St. Nicholas Youth Ministry Sunday, January 3,
2016 - Epiphany Party! Combined High School, Middle School Event. Grades 6-12 are welcome to attend
from 5:00 - 7:00 pm. Students should bring a $5.00 gift
for exchange. The gift should be appropriate for a girl
or guy.

Faith On Tap Mark your calendar—Saturday,
January 9th at 5pm we will come together to celebrate
at Cate Labish’s place with some fun Christmas
games! Cate is making soup, so please bring a salad,
potato dish, pasta, fruit, or some sort of dessert salad.
See you there! 526 Market Street Apt 2, Zanesville.
For further details you may call Luciana at (505) 9808567.
Sincere thanks to those who supported the Lay Dominicans & Friends by purchasing or donating funds
for the fence at St. Thomas cemetery on Greenwood
Avenue. Blankets and cards are still available. Contact Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-2449 or Melanie
Von Gunten at (740) 453-3301, ext. 15. Thanks as
well goes out to all who helped with the reception
following Lessons and Carols on December 20th by
providing baked goods and helping with the set-up
before and tear-down afterwards. We’re grateful to

