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About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca, Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to
This Thursday we celebrate our patronal feast, that of
the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough moSaint Thomas Aquinas, one of the great lights of the Order
nastic education in view of his becoming a future abbot. But he disof Preachers and the universal Church. I would encourage
covered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the
everyone in the parish to discover more about him; the
recently-founded mendicant Order. His parents resisted and even
lives of the saints can change the course of our lives.
abducted him and held him prisoner for a year. Unable to break his
What’s so amazing to me about our saint is the seamless will, they released him and he went on to study under St. Albert the
union in his soul of intellectual brilliance and deep learnGreat (also a Dominican) and eventually take the degree of Master of
ing, on the one hand, and on the other hand the simple
Theology at the University of Parish and later assume the Dominiand faith of a child. And there was no confusion in his
can chair of Theology at the same university—the most renowned
mind about which of these qualities was the more impor- theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in major
tant. While writing about the virtue of faith in his Summa cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in
many major theological controversies of his day. His written works
theologiae he says that all the knowledge of the philosophers cannot equal the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ are numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis
that is available now to even the most simple, unlettered Summa theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March
people. What is important for our salvation is not the kind 7, 1274 en route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in
of knowledge that can be had by research or any achieve- 1323 and a doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of
universities and Catholic schools.

PASTOR’S CORNER

ment whatsoever of human industry but the simple response of obedient faith to the revealing of God.
Toward the end of his life, St. Thomas experienced a
vision of Christ, in ecstasy. It was during (or just after) his
treatise on the Eucharistic presence in the Summa. Jesus
said to him: You have written well of me, Thomas. What
would you have for your reward? Solomon in the Old Testament asked for wisdom, but St. Thomas knew by his Christian faith that wisdom had become incarnate in the Person of Jesus, so his answer was Nothing but yourself, Lord.
Not “wisdom,” but “You.” No response could have been
more bold, and yet none could have been more humble or
more perfect. He answered wisely, and as a saint would.
He knew of his gifts: he said once that he was thankful to
God that he had understood everything that he ever read.
Who of us can honestly say that? Yet Thomas did say it,
and said it honestly, and without boasting. He knew his
greatness, yet always knew it was a created greatness,
owed to Another, and to be used for the glory of the
giver.
As he was dying, he prayed: I firmly believe and know as
certain that Jesus Christ, True God and True Man, Son of God
and Son of the Virgin Mary, is in this Sacrament. I receive Thee,
the price of my redemption, for Whose love I have watched, studied and labored. Thee have I preached; Thee have I taught.
Never have I said anything against Thee: if anything was not
well said, that is to be attributed to my ignorance. Neither do I
wish to be obstinate in my opinions, but if I have written anything against the Catholic faith, I submit all to the judgment and
correction of the Holy Roman Church, in whose obedience I now
pass from this life.

800th Anniversary of the
Order of Preachers
Until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Province of St. Joseph, along with the Order of Preachers worldwide, will celebrate the 800th anniversary (or “Jubilee”) of the approbation
of the Dominican Order by Pope Honorius III in 1216. For
more information, see jubilee.opeast.org

A pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Dominic, June 2-9, 2016.
Groups and individuals are welcome to sign up for this pilgrimage
to the land of St. Dominic. See the beauty of northern Spain and
southwest France; venture to the land of Dominic’s birth and the
place of the founding of the Order of Preachers. $2,099 total cost
(not including airfare). Sign up now at jubilee.opeast.org/
pilgrimage
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, January 24
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.) Mike & Catherine Musselman
7:00am People of the parish
9:00am Margaret & William Johnston (+)
11:00am Mary Rita Bauer (+)
6:00pm Theresa Johnson (+)
Monday, January 25
The Conversion of St. Paul (F)
8:00am Ted Paulus
Noon
Charles Feicht Sr. & Kay Feicht (+)
Tuesday, January 26
SS. Timothy and Titus, Bishops (M)
8:00am Dan Chuhna & Family
Noon Herb & Betty Durant (+)

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Jan 24
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee & doughnuts after 9 & 11 Masses
Mon, Jan 25
7:00 Scouts (parish center)
Tue, Jan 26
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center)
Wed, Jan 27
12:30-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
7:00 p.m. Benediction

Wednesday, January 27
Feria
8:00am Ryan & Andrea Fitzpatrick
Noon Jay Ansel (+)
Thursday, January 28
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, O.P., PRIEST AND DOCTOR (S)
8:00am Doug Robinson (+)
Noon
James, & James Joseph Labaki (+)
Friday, January 29
Feria
8:00am Eleanor teeters (+)
Noon Neal Arnold (+)
Saturday, January 30
Feria
9:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
Sunday, January 31
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.) Barbara Phillis (+)
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am David Honeywell
11:00am Charles E Scott (+)
6:00pm People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Parish Finances
January 17, 2016
Envelopes ..................................................... $8,382.35
Loose .................................................................. 912,80
Total............................. ...……………………. 9,295.15
[Other ................................................................ 540.26]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week deficit: ............................................ 2,242.85
Thank you!
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar,
Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman,
Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary
Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey,
Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Please pray for the deceased of the parish
______________________________________
2015 Contribution Statements
We will start issuing tax statements on January 25th. If you
would like to have a copy of your contribution statement for
2015, please call the parish office. If your address or phone number have changed, please let us know.
COLUMBUS CATHOLIC
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CONFERENCES
It’s that time of year again for the Columbus Catholic Women’s
and Men’s conferences. If you have never attended before,
treat yourself to it. You won’t regret it. It’s a Saturday very well
spent, with excellent speakers, Mass with the Bishop, and the
supportive company of fellow Catholics—something we all
need to refresh ourselves in our daily struggle to be faithful to
the Gospel in an unbelieving world. See the full-page ad on p. 6.
And for a while at least, you can take advantage of free
transportation to the Women’s conference on a bus subsidized
by the Catholic Foundation and local parishes. For more information on that, call Mary Baker at (740) 297-5851.

Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club, together with Bishop
Frederick F. Campbell, will recognize Mr. Jeff Bernard of
St. Matthew’s parish as Catholic Man of the Year for the
Diocese of Columbus on Friday, February 5th! Mark your
calendar and plan to participate in this popular and inspiring luncheon event to be held at St. Patrick’s in downtown Columbus. Mass at 11:45am; lunch begins 12:15pm;
adjournment around 1:15pm. Reservations not needed,
but please bring $10 to cover the lunch and meeting
costs. Have questions? Contact Tim Merkle (614) 4760739 or at htm@ejhlaw.com.

ST. PATRICK ANNUAL FUNDRAISER WITH

Trivia night and
silent auction
January 30th
in Patrick Hall
Silent Auction begins at 6pm
Trivia starts at 7pm
PIZZA, NACHOS, DESSERTS AND BEVERAGES-INCLUDING
BEER- WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
PRIZE FOR WINNING TABLE! 50/50 RAFFLE!

Advance Tickets
$5/person
$40/table

Tickets at the door
$10/person
$80/table

Contact
Roxy Rubinic at (614) 525-1450 or
roxyrubinic1@yahoo.com
to reserve your tickets/table

Sponsored by
Marriage and Family Life
Ministry and the Knights of Columbus Council 11207

Benefiting
St. Patrick Church

Volunteers
contact Marian Hyden
kmhyden@sbcglobal.net (Trivia Night) or
Kathy Fornes at khfornes@gmail.com (Silent Auction)

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
January 24, 2016, THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Jubilee Year of Mercy
During the Jubilee year, we will be publishing various articles on the
mercy of God and in particular on the sacrament of mercy, namely Confession. We begin this week with an excerpt from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church and the piece in the facing column by Fr. Chris.

Surgery & Confession: Similar Paths

Think of undergoing any surgery you like followed by
post-surgical rehabilitation. I like heart surgery. Why?
The heart signifies love. Now think of going to a priest
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1420-1424
for confession followed by penance. Seem similar?
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation
Let’s start with Jack who wakes up to 12 inches of
1420 Through the sacraments of Christian initiation, man
fresh
snow. Grabbing his coat and gloves, Jack steps
receives the new life of Christ. Now we carry this life “in
earthen vessels,” and it remains “hidden with Christ in
out into the cold and begins shoveling. Unfortunately,
God.” We are still in our “earthly tent,” subject to sufferJack has never been one to exercise.
ing, illness, and death. This new life as a child of God can
Shoveling along, Jack feels crushing chest pain rabe weakened and even lost by sin.
diating up his jaw. Short of breath, he falls to his knees
1421 The Lord Jesus Christ, physician of our souls and
with a sense of dread. Jack is having a heart attack.
bodies, who forgave the sins of the paralytic and restored
Later, he says “yes” to open heart surgery. The good
him to bodily health, has willed that his Church continue,
news for Jack is that the surgeon succeeds in solving
in the power of the Holy Spirit, his work of healing and
his “clogged artery” problem.
salvation, even among her own members. This is the purTruth be told, going to confession is quite similar.
pose of the two sacraments of healing: the sacrament of
Like Jack’s chest pain, we experience pangs of conPenance and the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.
1422 “Those who approach the sacrament of Penance ob- science. We know that we’ve done some things wrong
in our relationship with God and neighbor.
tain pardon from God’s mercy for the offense committed
Like Jack who tells his story to the physician, we
against him, and are, at the same time, reconciled with the
Church which they have wounded by their sins and which speak honestly to the priest who listens with an expert
by charity, by example, and by prayer labors for their con- ear. Like the physician asking questions to better unversion.
derstand Jack, the priest sometimes asks us questions
I. What is this sacrament called?
and sometimes answers our questions, in order to get
1423 It is called the sacrament of conversion because it
the diagnosis and the plan right.
makes sacramentally present Jesus’ call to conversion, the
Jack comes out of surgery with his problem
first step in returning to the Father from whom one has
“solved.” We come out of confession with our sins forstrayed by sin.
given. And yet, important healing continues for Jack,
It is called the sacrament of Penance, since it consecrates
for you, and for me.
the Christian sinner’s personal and ecclesial steps of conIn Jack’s case, the physician assigns cardiac rehaversion, penance, and satisfaction.
bilitation
and all that goes with it. For us, the priest
1424 It is called the sacrament of confession, since the disclosure or confession of sins to a priest is an essential element assigns a penance involving prayer, perhaps a section
of scripture for reflection, and/or other activities to
of this sacrament. In a profound sense it is also a
“confession”—acknowledgement and praise—of the holi- help heal the effects of our sins.
Have no doubt! Jack, you, and I walk away with
ness of God and of his mercy toward sinful man.
healed hearts. In Jack’s case, the physical healing is
It is called the sacrament of forgiveness, since by the
priest’s sacramental absolution God grants the penitent
time-bound. In your case and mine, the spiritual heal“pardon and peace.”
ing stretches into eternity.
It is called the sacrament of Reconciliation, because it imparts to the sinner the love of God who reconciles: “Be
—Fr. Chris Saliga, O.P., R.N.
reconciled to God.” He who lives by God’s merciful love
is ready to respond to the Lord’s call: “Go; first be reconciled to your brother.”

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
January 24, 2016, THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

