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PASTOR’S CORNER
I mistakenly sent last Sunday’s bulletin to print without including word on that big parish meeting I mentioned scheduling—
though it was mentioned in the Sunday announcements. It will
be Monday, February 22, at 7:00 p.m. For those who would like
to come but are unable to drive after dark, or who for any reason need transportation, please contact me at the parish office
and we should be able to help you with that.
Please also know that you may speak you don’t need to attend the meeting to have your voice heard. You can write to
me or speak to me in person—several people already have. In
the weeks between now and then, I too will be saying more
about the move, and why I believe this is a good thing, especially for the school.
__________________________________________
A blog posting caught my eye recently. Penn Jillette is a popular entertainer and magician (part of the Penn and Teller duo
who perform a lot in Las Vegas). He’s also an outspoken atheist. This story was about a man who handed Jillette a Bible a
few years back, and how much he appreciated the gesture.
Here’s an excerpt (taken from www.churchpop.com):
The man complimented Jillette on the show, then said, “I brought this for
you.” The man held up a small book. It was a New Testament with the
Psalms, something that could fit in a person’s pocket. “I wrote in the front
of it,” the man said, “and I wanted you to have this.”
Jillette, moved by the man’s gesture, recalled: “He was kind, and
nice, and sane, and looked me in the eyes, and talked to me, and then
gave me this Bible....I’ve always said, I don’t respect [Christians] who
don’t proselytize. I don’t respect that at all. If you believe there is a
heaven and hell, and people could be going to hell or not getting eternal
life or whatever, and you think it’s not really worth telling them this because it would make it socially awkward. How much do you have to hate
somebody to not proselytize? How much do you have to hate someone to
believe everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?”
Jillette then offered this example to illustrate his point: “If I believed,
beyond a shadow of a doubt, that a truck was coming at you, and you
didn’t believe it, that that truck was bearing down on you, there’s a certain point that I tackle you, and this is more important than that.”“This
guy was a really good guy. He was polite, honest, and sane, and he cared
enough about me to proselytize and give me a Bible.”
And that, I believe, is what is called a reality check—and from
an unbeliever (they can often speak the hard truths to us). All
of us want to be liked and accepted, of course. We’d be harsh
and unfeeling not to. But since when is it unloving and unlikeable to tell people the saving truth of God? This always goes
back to our deepest understanding of just who God is, and
what he wants with us: Jesus reveals God as the one who created us and wants us to have life with him. As our atheist friend
admonishes us, that’s something worth preaching to others,
even at the expensive of occasional social awkwardness.

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca,
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Parish and later
assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the
most renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in many major theological controversies of his day. His written
works are numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis
Summa theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7,
1274 en route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323
and a doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities
and Catholic schools.
COLUMBUS CATHOLIC
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CONFERENCES
It’s that time of year again for the Columbus Catholic Women’s
and Men’s conferences. If you have never attended before,
treat yourself to it. You won’t regret it. It’s a Saturday very well
spent, with excellent speakers, Mass with the Bishop, and the
supportive company of fellow Catholics—something we all
need to refresh ourselves in our daily struggle to be faithful to
the Gospel in an unbelieving world.
And for a while at least, you can take advantage of free
transportation to the Women’s conference on a bus subsidized
by the Catholic Foundation and local parishes. For more information on that, call Mary Baker at (740) 297-5851. I’m not
aware of a similar bus for the men’s conference heading from
our environs, but if I find more information on that I’ll report it
in future issues between now and the end of February.
 Women’s Conference Saturday, February 20, 8:00 a.m.—
4:00p.m., at the Ohio Expo Center, Voinovich Bldg.
 Men’s Conference is Saturday, February 27, 8:00a.m.—
2:45 p.m., at the Ohio Expo Center, Voinovich Bldg
(For more info., see www.ColumbusCatholicWomen.com and
www.plugincatholicmen.com)
Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club, together with Bishop Frederick F.
Campbell, will recognize Mr. Jeff Bernard of St. Matthew’s parish as
Catholic Man of the Year for the Diocese of Columbus on Friday, February 5th! Mark your calendar and plan to participate in this popular and
inspiring luncheon event to be held at St. Patrick’s in downtown Columbus. Mass at 11:45am; lunch begins 12:15pm; adjournment around
1:15pm. Reservations not needed, but please bring $10 to cover the
lunch and meeting costs. Have questions? Contact Tim Merkle (614) 476
-0739 or at htm@ejhlaw.com.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, January 31
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.) Barbara Phillis (+)
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am David Honeywell
11:00am Charles E. Scott (+)
6:00pm People of the parish
Monday, February 1
Feria
8:00am Jim Steil (+)
Noon Mary Rita Bauer (+)
Tuesday, February 2
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD (F)
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+)
Noon Burgess & Ansel Families

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Jan 31
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee & doughnuts after 9 & 11 Masses
Mon, Feb 2
7:00 Scouts (parish center)
Tue, Feb 2
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center)
Wed, Feb 3
12:30-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
7:00 p.m. Benediction

Wednesday, February 3
Feria
8:00am George Brooks (+)
Noon Ted Paulus
Thursday, February 4
St. Catherine de’ Ricci, O.P., Virgin (M)
8:00am Peggy Kelbley (+)
Noon
Edward Labaki (+)
Friday, February 5
St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr (M)
8:00am Barbara Frame (+)
Noon Walter & Pauline Thompson (+)
Saturday, February 6
St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs (MO)
9:00am Dec. members of Dominican Laity
Sunday, February 7
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.) Barbara Phillis (+)
7:00am John Hartnett (+)
9:00am Lynn Woodward
11:00am Larry & Martha Mirgon (+)
6:00pm People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Parish Finances
January 24, 2016
Envelopes ..................................................... $6,410.85
Loose ................................................................. 935.00
Tota.................................................................. 7,345.85
[Other ................................................................ 328.35]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week deficit: ............................................. 4,192.15
Thank you!
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:

Catholic Schools of Zanesville

Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar,
Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman,
Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary
Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey,
Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Red and Black Scholarship Sweepstakes
The Annual Red & Black Scholarship Sweepstakes has
begun. This is to help the students enrolled in one of the
Catholic Schools of Zanesville with their financial need
for 2016-2017 school year.
Catholic Schools of Zanesville students receive tuition scholarships and assistance from various sources
therefore, the proceeds of this scholarship sweepstakes
directly benefit a student enrolled in Bishop Rosecrans
High School or Bishop Fenwick School.
The goal of this scholarship sweepstakes is for our
community to sell 800 or more tickets by April 8, 2016.
Please pray for the deceased of the parish
Each ticket will cost $25.00 and can be sold anywhere
______________________________________
as the winner does not need to be present to win. A cash
grand prize of $5,000 will be drawn at the Bishops Ball
2015 Contribution Statements If you would like to have a held April 9th at Bishop Rosecrans High School.
copy of your contribution statement for 2015, please call
In addition, three $500 drawings will be held at the
the parish office. If your address or phone number have
end of each month beginning January 2016. Tickets will
changed, please let us know.
be re-entered after each drawing; therefore one ticket
will be eligible for all three drawings plus the final
St. Nicholas Youth Group: All Girl Event! On Sunday,
$5000 drawing at the Bishops Ball. The seller of the
January 31st from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. Girls ages 13-18. Guest winning $5,000 ticket will receive a non-transferrable
speaker swill be Kay Denbow & Bernadette Rodgers. Mu- tuition credit of $1,000 for a student enrolled in Bishop
sic by Rachel Taylor. This event begins with lunch at 12:30 Rosecrans High School or Bishop Fenwick School 2016
p.m. Topics include: The art of journaling, bread baking,
-2017.
and the meaning of true beauty. The event is free, but we
Tickets will be available at all school offices,
ask that you make reservations. Please call (740) 453-5173
through the mail or on the Rosecrans High School webto reserve your spot today at St. Nicholas Teen Center site, www.rosecrans.cdeducation.org. We have enparish office, lower level.
closed one ticket with this letter as we hope that you
will help support students who desire a Catholic educaPROJECT PASS-IT-ON February is our change to fill the
tion. Please send your ticket stub and payment to
pantry at Eastside Community Ministry. Donations of food
Bishop Fenwick School at the above address no later
can be placed in the containers in the back of the church.
thanApril 8, 2016. Thank you!
Food items in short supply include peanut butter, jelly,
instant potatoes, canned fruit, and chicken noodle soup.
Checks can be made out to ECM and placed in the collection baskets for the bulk purchase of needed items. The
need is great. Thank you in advance for your generous
contribution to the less fortunate of our area!

Vincent Joseph, Director of Alumni and Development
The Catholic Schools of Zanesville, (740) 607-7017

______________________________________________
The Catholic Schools of Zanesville are hosting a Family
Information Night on February 17th from 5:30pm7:30pm at all three campuses. Families will be able to
tour the buildings, meet teachers and students, get registration information, find out about tuition assistance
and speak with our administration. For more informa-
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Jubilee Year of Mercy
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1425-1429
on the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation
1425 “You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of
our God.” One must appreciate the magnitude of the gift God
has given us in the sacraments of Christian initiation in order
to grasp the degree to which sin is excluded for him who has
“put on Christ.” But the apostle John also says: “If we say we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
and the Lord himself taught us to pray: “Forgive us our trespasses,” linking our forgiveness of one another’s offenses to the
forgiveness of our sins that God will grant us.
1426 Conversion to Christ, the new birth of Baptism, the gift
of the Holy Spirit and the Body and Blood of Christ received
as food have made us “holy and without blemish,” just as the
Church herself, the Bride of Christ, is “holy and without blemish.” Nevertheless the new life received in Christian initiation has not abolished the frailty and weakness of human
nature, nor the inclination to sin that tradition calls concupiscence, which remains in the baptized such that with the
help of the grace of Christ they may prove themselves in the
struggle of Christian life. This is the struggle of conversion
directed toward holiness and eternal life to which the Lord
never ceases to call us.
1427 Jesus calls to conversion. This call is an essential part of
the proclamation of the kingdom: “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel.” In the Church’s preaching this call is addressed first to
those who do not yet know Christ and his Gospel. Also, Baptism is the principal place for the first and fundamental conversion. It is by faith in the Gospel and by Baptism that one renounces evil and gains salvation, that is, the forgiveness of all
sins and the gift of new life.
1428 Christ’s call to conversion continues to resound in the
lives of Christians. This second conversion is an uninterrupted
task for the whole Church who, “clasping sinners to her
bosom, (is) at once holy and always in need of purification,
(and) follows constantly the path of penance and renewal.” This endeavor of conversion is not just a human work.
It is the movement of a “contrite heart,” drawn and moved by
grace to respond to the merciful love of God who loved us
first.
1429 St. Peter’s conversion after he had denied his master
three times bears witness to this. Jesus’ look of infinite mercy
drew tears of repentance from Peter and, after the Lord’s resurrection, a threefold affirmation of love for him. The second
conversion also has a communitarian dimension, as is clear in
the Lord’s call to a whole Church: “Repent!”
St. Ambrose says of the two conversions that, in the
Church, “there are water and tears: the water of Baptism and
the tears of repentance.”

Comment on CCC 1425-1429 In the facing column are several
paragraphs from the Catechism, on the sacrament of Penance
(continuation of the section quoted last week). There are a couple
of things I’d like to call attention to. First, Jesus is the one who
gives the Church and the world this sacrament. It’s his creation. It’s
not something dreamed up by the Church’s hierarchy. Only God
can forgive sins, and it is the Lord Jesus, as God, who endows this
ceremony with power—provided there is true sorrow on the part
of the penitent, and the sacrament of holy orders on the part of the
minister. This is something well worth emphasizing because it has
long been a contention of Protestants that not all the sacraments are
from Jesus Christ, especially this one—it is the Church’s claim that
only the Lord has the power to institute a sacrament, since sacraments give grace. Grace is God’s to give, not man’s, so no mere
human authority can institute this or any sacrament.
Secondly, this passage points out that even after the cleansing of
Baptism, believers in Jesus are left weak and frail, and inclined toward sin. Baptism takes away the sin itself, but we’re still damaged—just as someone who is completely free of pneumonia may
still feel drained in the wake of being sick—and may also have a
greater risk of getting it again in the future than someone who has
never had it. Sin isn’t any kind of self-actualizing, or gaining of independence. Sin always does damage—primarily for the sinner, secondarily for others. The comparison of sin to disease is solid, for
just as disease threatens the life of a person as long as it goes untreated, so sin keeps doing its harm on our mind and heart, and
spreading all around us (the way cancer metastasizes) for as long as
it clings to us. And when disease is finally cast out of the body, it
leaves the one who suffered it spent and disabled, just as our faults
leave us in need of “rehab” even after the sins are forgiven.
None of this should surprise us—unless perhaps we are laboring
under a mistaken idea of what God’s love and mercy means. In the
words of St. Augustine, God created us without us, but will not
save us without us. He pays us the compliment—a compliment
maybe we sometimes would rather be spared—of taking us quite
seriously. He doesn’t want simply to call us good; he wants to make
us good in truth. And that entails the painful separation from our
pet sins. Alcoholics and junkies suffer from withdrawal from their
favorite chemicals, and sinners (that’s all of us) go through a difficult ordeal of overcoming our attachment to sin. Sin never does us
any good, but because our we come into this world damaged goods,
our loves and desires are warped and in need of God’s healing, so
we love God’s creation in ways that we shouldn’t—and this psychological distortion is what the Christian tradition calls
“concupiscence.” God alone is love; we are born with a capacity to
love but need God to purify, strengthen, and expand that love in us.
Becoming God-like is what it means to be saved.
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The Catholic Times
Next week is our parish collection for the Catholic Times
weekly newspaper. This donation helps our parish to provide The Catholic Times to you and many of our parishioners. Donation envelopes for this collection are included in
your January/February collection packet. For a minimum
donation of $17 per year (parish rate), readers receive a
Catholic perspective on the world around us: local, national, international, and Vatican news; diocesan, parish,
and school stories; articles, regular columns, editorials,
and events are delivered right to your home. As an evangelization tool, Bishop Campbell encourages every Catholic family to receive the Catholic Times. Look for your envelope and sign up for, or continue receiving, the newspaper of our diocese, the Catholic Times. If you are on
“electronic” donation, you can still receive Catholic Times
– simply place your donation in an envelope marked
“Catholic Times” and your name and drop it into the Sunday collection basket during February. Come enjoy “A
journal of Catholic life in Ohio.”

BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL
Welcome Wednesdays
January 13th
February 10th
March 16th
April 13th

K-8 Admissions Open House:
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30AM

Come experience us in action!
~Tour the School
~Interact with students
~Receive Enrollment information

RSVP (740) 454-9731 or sswackha@cdeducation.org

Lenten Clothing Drive for the poor
Closet cluttered with unused fabric? Please donate,
and help us clothe the naked. We are sewing girls'
dresses and boys' shorts for international distribution
(Cross Catholic Outreach) to impoverished children
who have little or no clothing. WE WILL BE COLLECTING CLOTHES FOR THE POOR ALL THROUGH THE
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, beginning the weekend of
February 6/7—please place donations in the box
marked accordingly.
Durable dress fabrics and denim or other sturdy fabrics for boys' shorts, and miscellaneous thread, are
gratefully accepted; donation box is located at the
back of the church. For more information, call Beth at
(740) 327-9107 or Nancy at (740) 828-9692. Thank
you!
Remember that Lent is a holy season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. By giving of our possessions we are to show love of
neighbor, not simply a “spring-cleaning” spirit. Remember that

Catholic community, small classroom sizes, smartboards, mobile computer labs, successful sports teams, local service projects

Elementary School
139 North 5th Street, Zanesville
Middle School
1030 East Main Street, Zanesville

