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PASTOR’S CORNER
James Terence Fegan, R.I.P.
Last week I wrote here about how I was traveling home to be
with my parents for their 50th wedding anniversary. Little did I
expect that over the weekend my father would pass away during
the night. It was not entirely unexpected. My dad has had many
health problems all his life, but especially the past twenty years.
He was just in the hospital with serious flu and dehydration
symptoms a week before he died. He came home, but he never
bounced back from that.
Let me sing his praises for a bit. I have a bit to boast about in
my father. He was an unusual man. Unusual in the intensity of his
faith, and in the integrity of his life. I mentioned his health problems—well, when he was 9 or 10, he had encephalitis and nearly
died. The doctor at Providence hospital in Washington, DC, told
his mom that there was nothing more he could do, and that he
probably wouldn’t survive the night. My Grandma Fegan walked
to their parish Church, St. Anthony of Padua, and lit candles at all
the side altars in church that night and spent the entire night
there praying for his recovery. She came back the next morning to
the hospital and found young James Terence (she always addressed him and referred to him by his full name) sitting up in
bed asking for food, and a sputtering physician struggling to account for the change in his condition. My dad inherited his
mother’s faith. In particular, an unshakeable love of the Blessed
Mother and the Rosary. Both my parents have this devotion to the
Mother of God, in fact. And we grew up praying the Rosary every
night as a family, after dinner and before bed. They made it something we kids would lead (with five of us that worked out very
nicely) and so make us responsible for, rather than simply something we had to show up for. It was simple, but brilliant. It was
exactly what children need to “get it.”
My dad truly had a childlike faith—one that was at the same
time as stern as granite. He suffered a lot, oh yes. All through his
life, and not just physically. I’m only coming to understand—my
poor, slow mind putting together different pieces scattered over
my years of knowing him—just how truly humble and uncomplaining and self-sacrificing and unbreakable he was, and all because he knew that he was loved by God and was called to love
him, unworthy though he knew himself to be. (And I can’t remember him ever simply referring simply to “God”—it was always “our Lord,” or “our Savior” or “Almighty God” or some such
way of speaking of Him.)
And now I suffer the same pangs of memory that I have so
often heard from others—how many times I disappointed him
and hurt him, and failed to understand just what a great and good
man I had in my life as my father. I hope the Lord only lets me see
my faults as I can bear them, and as he can work some good out of
them.
Back to my parents’ anniversary: it was Friday, the 5th. My
mom scheduled a little family celebration for the 6th, when relatives could travel. My dad held on until the following morning,
and not by accident, I believe. It was well-known that he wanted
to make it to 50, and he wouldn’t have wanted to ruin the party.
My parents loved each other very much, and had a wonderful
marriage. I couldn’t ask for better examples of love and life.

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca,
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Parish and later
assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the
most renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in many major theological controversies of his day. His written
works are numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis
Summa theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7,
1274 en route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323
and a doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities
and Catholic schools.

COLUMBUS CATHOLIC
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CONFERENCES
It’s that time of year again for the Columbus Catholic
Women’s and Men’s conferences. If you have never attended before, treat yourself to it. You won’t regret it.
It’s a Saturday very well spent, with excellent speakers,
Mass with the Bishop, and the supportive company of
fellow Catholics—something we all need to refresh ourselves in our daily struggle to be faithful to the Gospel in
an unbelieving world.
And for a while at least, you can take advantage of
free transportation to the Women’s conference on a bus
subsidized by the Catholic Foundation and local parishes.
For more information on that, call Mary Baker at (740)
297-5851. The Knights of Columbus will have a van available for the Men’s Conference the following weekend.
Plan on leaving the St. Nicholas parking lot by 6:30 am.
There is a $35 registration fee at the door for those not
pre-registered.
More about these conferences on the last page of the
bulletin!
 Women’s Conference Saturday, February 20, 8:00
a.m.—4:00p.m., at the Ohio Expo Center, Voinovich
Bldg.
 Men’s Conference is Saturday, February 27, 8:00a.m.
—2:45 p.m., at the Ohio Expo Center, Voinovich Bldg
(For more info., see www.ColumbusCatholicWomen.com
and www.plugincatholicmen.com)
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MASS INTENTIONS

Weekly Calendar

Sunday, February 14
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
5:00pm (Sat.) Galen Nicholson
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am Larry & Martha Mirgon (+)
11:00am Charles E. Scott (+)
6:00pm People of the parish

Sun, Feb 14
2nd collections: The Catholic Times; Black & Indian
missions
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee & doughnuts after 9 & 11 Masses

Monday, February 15
Lenten weekday
9:00am Doug Robinson (+)

Tue, Feb 16
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center)

Tuesday, February 16
Lenten weekday
8:00am Betty Young (+)
Noon Christian Keeley (+)
Wednesday, February 17
Lenten weekday
8:00am Dan Chuhna & Family
Noon Richard & Dorothy Feicht (+)
Thursday, February 18
Lenten weekday
8:00am Jeremy Haley
Noon
Souls In Purgatory
Friday, February 19
Lenten weekday
8:00am William Schneider (+)
Noon Gabrielle Hinkle (+)
Saturday, February 20
Lenten weekday
9:00am St. Monica Sodality
Sunday, February 21
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
5:00pm (Sat.) Alex Wight (+)
7:00am William & Janet Barry & Family
9:00am The Lustig Family
11:00am Mary Rita Bauer (+)
6:00pm People of the parish

Mon, Feb 15
7:00 Scouts (parish center)

Wed, Feb 17
12:30-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
7:00 p.m. Benediction (then confessions)
7:00 p.m. Festival Meeting (parish center)
Fri, Feb 19
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (then confessions)
Sat, Feb 20
6:00 a.m. Pro-life Rosary in Columbus.

Parish Finances
February 7, 2016
Envelopes ................................................... $10,809.85
Loose ............................................................... 1,022.00
Total................................................................. 11,831.85
[Other ............................................................. 1,064.65]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week surplus:.............................................. 293.85
Thank you!
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:

Rosecrans Athletic Boosters Winners

Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar,
Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman,
Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Loretta (& Charles)
Paynter, Patricia Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary
Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey,
Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Congratulations to our January Winners Rob Thuma, Bob
Thompson, David & Lynda Sutton, Jared Echelberry, Anne
Burnett, Steve Stewart, Steve Dillon, terry Goss, Karen
Millward,, John Gilchrist, Ron Koverman, Keenan, Dave
Pfeifer, Billie Rapol, and Annette King.

Please pray for the deceased of the parish
______________________________________
2015 Contribution Statements If you would like to have a
copy of your contribution statement for 2015, please call
the parish office. If your address or phone number have
changed, please let us know.
PROJECT PASS-IT-ON This weekend marks the halfway
point of the month of food collections for Eastside Community Ministry. Did you remember to bring your donation? Thank you for your support of this important ministry! Food items may be placed in containers in the back of
the church or checks made out to ECM may be placed in
the collection.

Festival Committee will meet on Wednesday, February
17 at 7:00 pm in the Parish Center (note the time change).
Please considering volunteering so that we can continue
to offer activities that families will enjoy at our festival.

Cemetery fence Fundraiser Lay Dominicans and Friends
for Historic Preservation have added a line of Vintage Valentine Note Cards for purchase to benefit the fund for the
St. Thomas Aquinas Cemetery fence. The cards come in
packages of 3 for $4, or the complete set of 12 designs is
available for $16. All proceeds go to the fence fund. Order
forms are available at the back of the Church, in Rosary
Hall or in the Parish Center. You may also contact Mary
Ann Ewart at (740) 319-2449, or Melanie Von Gunten at
(740) 453-3301, ext. 15. Blankets, our stained glass, snowmen, and sandmen note cards are still available for purchase. The vintage St. Patrick's selection is coming soon.

Confession times for Lent at
St. Thomas Aquinas parish
Monday—Friday
11:30-Noon
Wednesday evening
7:00 p.m.— as needed
(following Benediction)
Friday evening
7:30 p.m.—as needed
(following Stations of the Cross)
Saturday
8:30—9:00 a.m.
4:00—5:00 p.m.

The Catholic Schools of Zanesville are hosting a Family Information Night on February
17th from 5:30pm-7:30pm at all three campuses.
Families will be able to tour the buildings,
meet teachers and students, get registration information, find out about tuition assistance
and speak with our administration. For more
information you can call Bishop Rosecrans
High School at (740) 452-7504 or Bishop Fenwick School at (740) 454-9731. We hope to see
you there!
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The Catholic Times Thank you to all new and returning

readers of the Catholic Times. Contact the parish office if you missed the special collection and learn
how to sign-up for the upcoming year for a minimum
donation of only $17 (parish rate). As an evangelization tool, Bishop Campbell encourages all Catholic
households in the diocese to receive and read our
diocesan newspaper, the Catholic Times. Come enjoy
“A journal of Catholic life in Ohio”.

Lenten fabric drive for the poor
Closet cluttered with unused fabric? Please donate,
and help us clothe the naked. We are sewing girls'
dresses and boys' shorts for international distribution
(Cross Catholic Outreach) to impoverished children
who have little or no clothing. WE WILL BE COLLECTING FABRICS ALL THROUGH THE MONTH
OF FEBRUARY, beginning the weekend of February
6/7—please place donations in the box marked accordingly.

BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL
Welcome Wednesdays
January 13th
February 10th
March 16th
April 13th

K-8 Admissions Open House:
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30AM

Come experience us in action!
~Tour the School
~Interact with students
~Receive Enrollment information

RSVP (740) 454-9731 or sswackha@cdeducation.org

Durable dress fabrics and denim or other sturdy fabrics
for boys' shorts, and miscellaneous thread, are gratefully accepted; donation boxes located at the back of
the church. For more information, call Beth at (740)
327-9107 or Nancy at (740) 828-9692. Thank you!
Remember that Lent is a holy season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. By giving of our possessions we are to show love of
neighbor, not simply a “spring-cleaning” spirit. Remember that
the poor like nice clothes, too—we need unused items, not items
that are threadbare, full of holes, or otherwise in bad and unusable
condition.

Help Wanted: 2016 Women's Conference Planning Committee At 7:00 pm, Wednesday February 24 the planning committee will meet in the library in the St. Thomas Parish Center. There are
many subcommittees that need volunteers. Many
of them do not required coming to regular meetings, but rather working from home at your convenience. If you would like to help but are unable
to make the meeting email
susan.m.ecklin@gmail.com.

Catholic community, small classroom sizes, smartboards, mobile computer labs, successful sports teams, local service projects

Elementary School
139 North 5th Street, Zanesville
Middle School
1030 East Main Street, Zanesville
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