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PASTOR’S CORNER
The Gospel passage presented to us for the 2nd Sunday of Lent
is the story of Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain. Last
week we saw the Lord being tempted by the devil during his
long fast in the desert—and that long fast was to steel himself
for his coming agony. In today’s passage, Jesus manifests his
glory in the presence of a select few of his disciples—the apostles Peter, James, and John. They were reduced to speechlessness—aside from Peter’s nervous babbling.
A common way of understanding this passage in the early
Church is to understand it as Jesus’ confiding knowledge of his
glory to these three disciples so that when he suffered his passion they would not be conquered by fear but full of hope.
It’s for us, too. And not just his transfiguration, but the passion itself, and of course his resurrection. We don’t see his risen
form now, but neither do any other members of the Church on
earth, and neither did most of the early Church—they believed
it on faith from the apostles. And that is the way the Church has
believed through the ages; it’s been “passed on.”
Faith might be described as “borrowed knowledge.” That’s
true even with human faith—believing what someone says
about something in the news, or whatever. We believe the
word of someone else, on the strength of their testimony. We
should only believe someone who is credible.
It’s also true with divine faith—believing on the Word of
God. I’m afraid some people have a lesser idea of what Christian
faith is all about. I had a conversation recently with a man who
was having problems with his faith. He wanted to have his son
baptized but he himself isn’t a practicing Catholic and wouldn’t
commit to raising his son Catholic. He just wanted the baptism.
So I challenged him and asked why he wanted his son baptized
into a Church that he really didn’t accept himself. It was clearly
a more cultural sort of family tradition. He said that he wanted
his son to have the rite but also wanted him to be able to make
his own choices in life. And he said that the stuff we believe “is
all just a matter of faith, anyway.” Ah, I see. Saying something is
“a matter of faith” is like saying that accepting it is a roll of the
dice. It may be true, and it may not be, but it really doesn’t matter because it’s the kind of thing no one can prove.
That, of course, is not what the Church means by faith. It
means accepting something as true for the soundest of reasons: because God himself has revealed it, borne testimony to
it. We can’t see the truth of it yet, but we know it has to be
true, because God is “he who can neither deceive nor be deceived.” Faith is after all a borrowed knowledge: knowledge
that belongs to God by nature but that he breaks open to anyone who accepts the one he has sent, Jesus Christ. And his
promise is that those who believe in him, live in him, and die in
him, will come to see and possess for themselves what is now
ours on loan—part of the life that Jesus brings us. The mystery
of the Transfiguration of the Lord promises us a share in his
glory through a share in a knowledge that transforms us.

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca,
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Paris and later assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the most
renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in
major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in
many major theological controversies of his day. His written works are
numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis Summa
theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7, 1274 en
route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323 and a
doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities and
Catholic schools.

COLUMBUS CATHOLIC
MEN’S CONFERENCE
By the time you read this, the Women’s Catholic Conference will have concluded in Columbus. Next weekend will
be the Men’s Conference, with Mass with the Bishop,
and talks by Fr. Larry Richards, Hector Molina, David
Karam, and Doug Lessells. The Knights of Columbus will
have a van available for the Men’s Conference the following weekend. Plan on leaving the St. Nicholas parking lot
by 6:30 am. There is a $35 registration fee at the door for
those not pre-registered. Saturday, February 27,
8:00a.m.—2:45 p.m., at the Ohio Expo Center, Voinovich
Bldg
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, February 21
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
5:00pm (Sat.) Alex Wight (+)
7:00am William and Janet Barry & Family
9:00am The Lustig Family
11:00am Mary Rita Bauer (+)
6:00pm People of the parish
Monday, February 22
THE CHAIR OF ST. PETER (F)
8:00am Mary Swope (+)
Noon William Honeywell (+)
Tuesday, February 23
Lenten weekday
8:00am Wanda Lynn & Family
Noon Peg Mattingly (+)
Wednesday, February 24
Lenten weekday
8:00am David Honeywell
Noon Ted Paulus
Thursday, February 25
Lenten weekday
8:00am Gabrielle Hinkle (+)
Noon Mary Morosco Daymut (+)
Friday, February 26
Lenten weekday
8:00am James T. Fegan (+)
Noon Margaret M. Fegan
Saturday, February 27
Lenten weekday
9:00am Ryan & Andrea Fitzpatrick
Sunday, February 28
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
5:00pm (Sat.) Earl Hankins (+)
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am Gabrielle Hinkle (+)
11:00am Souls in Purgatory
6:00pm People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Feb 21
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee & doughnuts after 9 & 11 Masses
Mon, Feb 22
7:00 Scouts (parish center)
7:00 Discussion of Bp. Fenwick School move (Gym)
Tue, Feb 23
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center)
Wed, Feb 24
12:30-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
7:00 p.m. Benediction (then confessions)
7:00 p.m. Women’s Conf Meeting (parish center)
Fri, Feb 26
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (then confessions)

Parish Finances
February 14, 2016
Envelopes ...................................................... $7,411.35
Loose ............................................................... 1,099.50
Total................................................................. 8,510.85
[Other ............................................................. 2,416.65]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week deficit: .............................................3,027.15
Thank you!
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will
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A Word about the Bishop Fenwick School move and the Monday night meeting
This Monday evening, we’ll be having a discussion, open to
all parishioners, about the restructuring of Bishop Fenwick
School—moving grades K-3 to the Main Street building.
This proposal has stirred up some reaction, though most of
it has gotten to me second-hand. Only seven people have
gotten in touch with me (in person or in writing) to say
that they disagree with the move. Many more than that
have thanked me for it and said that it’s a long overdue solution to a divided school population.
Whether or not you’re coming to the meeting—but especially if you are—I hope you take the time to read this.
It’s my firm conviction that this is a good thing for the
school. That’s why I made this decision. Not for any other
reason. In fact, I have no doubt about this. It’s clear to me
that one school should be “one” in more than name only.
And right now, Bishop Fenwick School feels a lot more like
two schools than one: it’s even reflected in people’s speech.
Many around these parts even talk about the elementary
school and the middle school, whereas in fact there is just
one school, K-8.
Let me be clear about just what is going on with this
move: it’s just a move, literally. Some people have referred to
it as the “closing” of St. Thomas Aquinas School. That’s not
true. Nothing is closing. Nothing is being merged. St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Nicholas schools both closed ten years
ago, and at that time both merged into Bishop Fenwick Elementary School. Having a joint school between two parishes is an imperfect situation, to be sure. It would better
for both parishes to have enough families and children to be
able to maintain their own schools—it’s a measure of a parish’s health and numbers. But for all the ups and downs involved in that merger, it’s already done. Neither of those
parochial schools exist anymore. All that exists now is
Bishop Fenwick School, and it’s doing well, but could be
better, and one of the ways it could be better is by having
all grades under one roof. That’s all I’m aiming for with this
move. And it’s something easily done, at the Main Street
building, which is more than large enough for all grades.
And the school is what this is all about—the well-being
of the school. Since the merger, the two buildings have been
continuing to operate, with different grades being taught in
the different buildings. At first, it was K-5 down here, and 6
-8 up there. Then 4 & 5 moved to the old St. Nicholas location, leaving K-3 down here at the old St. Thomas Aquinas
location. Both parishes have been eager to preserve the
memory of the schools they both used to have, and rightly
so. But the current division simply isn’t good for the cohesion of the school. I would argue it has been very bad for

both parishes, too, reinforcing and perpetuating the animosity that boiled over into the public media during the
merger and spills out every now and then. Each parish holding onto its own building has become a way of defending its
turf. The school has become a pawn in a family fight, like
the minor children of divorced parents, each parent getting
custody of different kids.
And I don’t use the “family” metaphor lightly. All those
baptized into Christ are made adopted children of God, and
the Lord says that his disciples will be known principally
by their love for one another. Well—do we stand out as
disciples of the Lord by our love for one another? Families
have their quarrels, and so, obviously, do Catholics of the
same town, but we cannot allow ourselves to get stuck and
grow content with a cold war between Catholics of the
same diocese and town, who happen to belong to different
parishes. Parishes are mere geographical divisions, like dioceses themselves. There’s nothing geographical about the
faith, which is what the school is supposed to be teaching,
and which Catholics all over the world profess. What
unites us as Catholics is God. The things that divide us are
accidents of birth and history.
Some people have suggested that if we have no more
students down here on 5th Street, all the new families coming to the area will go where the school is and enroll at St.
Nicholas parish. Maybe some will. I doubt many will. Our
situation here is not that unusual, and people are smart
enough to figure out quickly that Bishop Fenwick is not St.
Nicholas’ school, and that tuition vouchers can be had from
membership in either parish. I don’t foresee that kind of
imbalance.
Some have said it will be a shame not to have our own
students going to Mass in our church. True, we’ll miss that.
It’s wonderful seeing so many schoolchildren all worshipping at Mass, and Wednesday mornings here will be without that. But those same children will still be going to Mass
every week! Isn’t that more important? The faith is the faith,
and the Mass is the Mass, whether it’s in the Holy Land or
in Zanesville. I perfectly understand having an attachment
to what is “one’s own,” even (and especially) church buildings. But there are reasons why the merger happened, and
just because the two parishes in town can’t have their own
schools is no shame for either parish. What should matter
to all of us in this evil age of ours is that the Catholic
Church exists at all in this part of the world, that the sacraments are being celebrated, and there is indeed a school for
the Catholic education of children.
—Fr. Peter, O.P.
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar,
Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman,
Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone,
Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite,
Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott,
Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Please pray for the deceased of the parish
Loretta Paynter, R.I.P.

BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL
Welcome Wednesdays
January 13th
February 10th
March 16th
April 13th

K-8 Admissions Open House:
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30AM

Come experience us in action!
~Tour the School
~Interact with students
~Receive Enrollment information

__________________________________________________________

2015 Contribution Statements If you would like to have a
copy of your contribution statement for 2015, please call
the parish office. If your address or phone number have
changed, please let us know.

RSVP (740) 454-9731 or sswackha@cdeducation.org

PROJECT PASS-IT-ON Only one week left to contribute to
Eastside Community Ministry's food pantry. Thank you for
your generosity! The need is great and all donations large
and small are appreciated. Special needs include peanut
butter, jelly, instant potatoes, canned fruit, and chicken
noodle soup. Donations of checks may be make out to
ECM so that they may make bulk purchases for needed
items.
Confession times for Lent at
St. Thomas Aquinas parish
Monday—Friday
11:30-Noon
Wednesday evening
7:00 p.m.— as needed
(following Benediction)
Friday evening
7:30 p.m.—as needed
(following Stations of the Cross)
Saturday
8:30—9:00 a.m.
4:00—5:00 p.m.

Catholic community, small classroom sizes, smartboards, mobile computer labs, successful sports teams, local service projects

Elementary School
139 North 5th Street, Zanesville
Middle School
1030 East Main Street, Zanesville
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The Catholic Times IT’S NOT TOO LATE!!! You can still
sign-up for Catholic Times. For a minimum donation of
only $17 (parish rate) you will receive the weekly news of
what’s happening in the Catholic world. Use the envelope
provided in your February packet, or simply write your
name and “Catholic Times“ on a plain envelope, make your
check payable to the parish, and drop it into the collection
basket. As an evangelization tool, Bishop Campbell encourages all Catholic households in the diocese to receive

Proper Planning, The Rosary, and Ohio 19th
Century History
Fr Chris Saliga, OP

Proper planning wins out. In 1944 allied paratroopers trained
“hard and smart” in England to “make ready” for the Normandy
invasion. Although things went badly when they jumped in, they
adjusted well under fire. “The rest is history.”
But how does this apply to me? In Jesus, you and I too are
called to fight. Me? Yes you! Against what? The wickedness and
and read our diocesan newspaper, the Catholic Times.
snares of the Devil.
How? As soldiers in God’s Army, you and I are issued potent
tools of war. We are trained to use those tools “smartly.”
Lenten fabric drive for the poor
Toward what objective? Sainthood. Say what? You heard me.
Closet cluttered with unused fabric? Please donate,
You
and I are not clowns. We really are saints in the making. And
and help us clothe the naked. We are sewing girls'
dresses and boys' shorts for international distribution remember, winners don’t quit. And so, like all successful soldiers,
let’s go!
(Cross Catholic Outreach) to impoverished children
Where do I start? Spend time with Jesus. He’ll lead you.
who have little or no clothing. We will be collecting
How? St. Pope John Paul II in his letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae
fabrics all through the month of February, beginning
shows us that when we ponder (meditate) the mysteries of Jesus’s
the weekend of February 6/7—please place donations
life by praying the Rosary, God reshapes the mysteries of our lives.
in the box marked accordingly. Durable dress fabrics He turns you and me into saints. If frail drill sergeants can change
and denim or other sturdy fabrics for boys' shorts,
citizens into soldiers, God can most certainly change you and me
and miscellaneous thread, are gratefully accepted;
into saints!
donation boxes located at the back of the church. For
Jesus can change me? He’s not really here present to me is He?
more information, call Beth at (740) 327-9107 or
Yes He is! Remember, when two or more people gather in Jesus
Nancy at (740) 828-9692. Thank you!
name, Jesus is actually “here.” Jesus really is here to mold and
shape you when we pray the Rosary because Mary is right here
praying with you.
Remember that Lent is a holy season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. By giving of our possessions we are to show love of
How is God here? Try this. To begin with, read chapters 1 and
neighbor, not simply a “spring-cleaning” spirit. Remember that
2 of Luke’s Gospel slowly and thoughtfully. As you read, identify
the poor like nice clothes, too—we need unused items, not items
the five joyful mysteries of the Rosary. What mysteries? (1)
that are threadbare, full of holes, or otherwise in bad and unusable Gabriel tells Mary that she will give birth to Jesus and she says yes;
condition.
(2) Mary Visits Elizabeth and John is profoundly moved; (3) Jesus is
born in an unusual place; (4) Mary and Joseph present Jesus in the
Temple and Simeon; (5) Mary and Joseph lose track of Jesus and
then find Him back in the Temple sharing real wisdom.
Second, pray one or two or perhaps all five of the Joyful mysHelp Wanted: 2016 Women's Conference Planteries
of the Rosary thoughtfully (meditatively). See what happens.
ning Committee At 7:00 pm, Wednesday FebruImagine what can happen and how you can progress as a soldier on
ary 24 the planning committee will meet in the lithe path to Sainthood by using your Rosary over time.
brary in the St. Thomas Parish Center. There are
You’ll see. This is one very helpful tool in achieving decisive
many subcommittees that need volunteers. Many victory over the Devil, his lies, and his empty promises. In the end,
God’s Love prevails. As the US Army Infantry quotation says:
of them do not required coming to regular meet“Pick up your weapon and follow me!” The Rosary was the favorite
ings, but rather working from home at your convenience. If you would like to help but are unable prayer of Ohio native, Catholic convert, and Civil War Union General William Rosecrans. Be smart! Pick up your Rosary and follow
to make the meeting email
the good General’s lead. After all, he led his younger brother Sylsusan.m.ecklin@gmail.com.
vester into the Catholic Church. “The rest is history.”

