Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
March 6, 2016 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Laetare Sunday)
PASTOR’S CORNER
The fourth Sunday of Lent is known as “Laetare” because
of the first word of the first prayer of the Mass (the introit): Laetare, Latin for “rejoice.” The whole prayer goes
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who
were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling
breast. On the third Sunday of Advent and the fourth Sunday of Lent we are—liturgically—commanded to rejoice.
Lest we get too serious about ourselves with our Lenten
“game face,” the Church tells us to look heavenward.
“Jerusalem” in the New Testament is twofold: the earthly
and the heavenly. The earthly Jerusalem is what the Jews
know by that word. The heavenly Jerusalem is our
Mother, and not subject to destruction, as the Romans
savagely destroyed the city in 70 AD. It is not the kind of
place that needs walls for protection, or passports to enter, for the Lord will know his own and no evildoers can
approach anywhere near this holy city. The heavenly Jerusalem is the dwelling place of God—or rather (since God
needs no dwelling), the dwelling he has made for his
faithful ones: In my Father’s house are many dwelling
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you?

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca,
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Paris and later assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the most
renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in
major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in
many major theological controversies of his day. His written works are
numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis Summa
theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7, 1274 en
route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323 and a
doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities and
Catholic schools.

Holy Week schedule 2016
March 20 Palm Sunday Normal Sunday Mass schedule
March 24 Holy Thursday
9:00 a.m. Office of Readings and Morning Prayer
7:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Exposition till midnight)
March 25 Good Friday
9:00 a.m. Office of Readings and Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
March 26 Holy Saturday
9:00 a.m. Office of Readings and Morning Prayer
8:30 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass
March 27 Easter Sunday
Masses at 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m.---no 6:00 p.m. Mass

Confession times for Lent at
St. Thomas Aquinas
Monday—Friday:
11:30-Noon
Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
(following Benediction)

Friday evening:

7:30 p.m.

(following Stations of the Cross)

Saturday:

8:30—9:00 a.m.
4:00—5:00 p.m.

800th Anniversary of the
Order of Preachers
Until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Province of St. Joseph, along with the Order of Preachers worldwide, will celebrate the 800th anniversary (or “Jubilee”) of the approbation
of the Dominican Order by Pope Honorius III in 1216. For
more information, see jubilee.opeast.org

A pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Dominic, June 2-9, 2016.
Groups and individuals are welcome to sign up for this pilgrimage
to the land of St. Dominic. See the beauty of northern Spain and
southwest France; venture to the land of Dominic’s birth and the
place of the founding of the Order of Preachers. $2,099 total cost
(not including airfare). Sign up now at jubilee.opeast.org/
pilgrimage
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, March 6
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Laetare Sunday)
5:00pm (Sat.) Barbara Phillis (+)
7:00am William Schneider (+)
9:00am James T. Fegan (+)
11:00am Mary Lou Cush (+)
6:00pm People of the parish
Monday, March 7 (Anniversary of the death of St. Thomas Aquinas)
Lenten weekday
8:00am Steve Coyle, Chuck Reilly (+)
Noon Paul & Ruth Feicht (+)
Tuesday, March 8
Lenten weekday
8:00am Betty Young (+)
Noon Robert Tanner (+)
Wednesday, March 9
Lenten weekday
8:00am Larry & Martha Mirgon (+)
Noon Ted Paulus
Thursday, March 10
Lenten weekday
8:00am Wanda Lynn & Family
Noon Richard Tanner (+)
Friday, March 11
Lenten weekday
8:00am Joan Lanz (+)
Noon Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
Saturday, March 12
Lenten weekday
9:00am James T. Fegan (+)
Sunday, March 13
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Passion Sunday)
5:00pm (Sat.) Peg Mattingly (+)
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am Gabrielle Hinkle (+)
11:00am Dec. members of Wm. Heil family (+)
6:00pm People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Mar 6
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee and doughnuts (after 9:00 and 11:00 Masses)
Mon, Mar 7
7:00 Scouts (parish center)
Tue, Mar 8
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center)
Wed, Mar 9
12:30-7:00 p.m. Eucharistic exposition
7:00 p.m. Benediction (then confessions)
7:00 p.m. Women’s Conf. Meeting (parish center)
Fri, Mar 11
5:30 p.m. Soup supper (Rosary Hall)
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (then confessions)

Parish Finances
February 28, 2016
Envelopes ..................................................... $8,476.35
Loose ............................................................... 1,138.09
Total................................................................. 9,614.44
[Other ............................................................. 1,466.57]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week deficit: ............................................ 1,923.56
Thank you!
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will
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Can Human Dignity be Lost? Yes and No!
Fr Chris Saliga, OP, RN
The St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Fundraiser will be held on
During a town hall meeting shortly before the 2016 New Hampshire primary, a “terminally ill” gentleman raised a heartfelt quesThursday March 17 beginning at 6 p.m. in Rosary
tion regarding “death with dignity.” Listening to the politician’s
Hall. The Hall will not be open prior to 6 p.m. Ticket
prices are: Adults $15, Children $5 (5 -12 years), with the reply, it occurred to me that many perhaps have never heard of the
distinction between “intrinsic dignity” and “attributed dignity.”
maximum Family Price $50. The family price is for parAttributed dignity can be gained and lost. For example, the
ents and their children, and does not include extended
chief of surgery at “this” hospital has attributed dignity that goes
family members. This a time of shenanigans, frivolity and with her position. If attributed dignity is all there is, then our chief
friendship, not political statements, unless you are talking of surgery would suffer serious loss of her dignity if she were to
suffer a profound and permanent loss of rational capacity. Sounds
about the Irish elections. Purchase tickets in the Parish
like death without dignity is a real possibility.
Center during business hours or by special arrangeAnd so: Would the chief of surgery not do well to plan ahead
ment. Ticket Sales are limited to the first 100 people, and
for such a loss of “dignity?” Would she not be well advised to sign
will not be sold at the door.
an advance medical directive empowering someone to help her
shorten her “undignified” life by suicide or euthanasia? Are we left
with an undeniable rationalized “pro-choice” green light parallel to
permanent “pro-life” frustration?
Surprising though it may sound, no we are not! Although a permanent loss of rational capacity would occasion a tragic corresponding loss of attributed dignity, intrinsic dignity always stands as
a beautiful guiding light. Really? Where’s that come from? Divine
revelation. Simply stated, every human being is brought into existence by God in His likeness, loved by God as His child–a royal
somebody, and called by God to eternal union with Him–real coronation beyond our earthly sojourn.
And so we ponder the frightening mystery in that beautiful
guiding light. The tragic loss of attributed dignity by a loved one
caught in clutches of “terminal” illness or catastrophic injury stops
us in our tracks. We live the price of loving compassion–the shaking, the anxiety, the rage, and the tears–vulnerability. And yet
Meatless soup suppers are bethere is much more to the story.
ing served on Fridays in Lent in
God mysteriously and lovingly calls us to stand with Mary and
the
beloved disciple at the foot of the cross present to our loved
Rosary Hall. Please join us for
one who is dying in the loving arms of Jesus on that same cross.
God makes His Love present and tangible through you and me as
the next two Fridays for a simwe actively provide care for our suffering loved one–real presence.
ple Lenten meal and stay for the
Yes, attributed dignity is lost while intrinsic dignity stands strong.
God’s Love does not cower.
communal praying of the Stations of the Cross.
When it’s all said and done, attributed dignity is a wild card of
(No meal will be served on Good Friday.)
sorts. Without it, there would be no Medal of Honor winners, no
heroes. There would no promotions, no congratulatory pats on the
Rosary Hall opens at 5:30. No charge for the
back. That would be a shame. And yet, it is only part of the story.
meal, but donations are gladly accepted to help
If we do not view attributed dignity in the guiding light of intrinsic
dignity, problems like voluntary and non-voluntary euthanasia,
defray costs to the parish; and leftover soup is
doctor-prescribed suicide, abortion, infanticide, and genocide stand
very close indeed. Thanks to that guiding light, we know better.
given to feed the needy of the area.
God’s Love stands!

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

Soup for you!
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan Barry, Josephine Basalla, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden,
Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman,
Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone,
Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite,
Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott,
Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods
__________________________________________________________

Adorners Needed! Do you have a half-hour or more to spend
with our Lord Jesus? We are in need of Wednesday adorers of
the Blessed Sacrament, especially during the 3:30 –4:oo pm
segment. Please contact Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588.

BISHOP FENWICK SCHOOL
Welcome Wednesdays
January 13th
February 10th
March 16th
April 13th

K-8 Admissions Open House:
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30AM

Come experience us in action!
~Tour the School
~Interact with students
~Receive Enrollment information

RSVP (740) 454-9731 or sswackha@cdeducation.org

Annual Mulch Sale
The Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters are having their Annual
Mulch Sale this Spring. The cost will be $5.00 per bag. There will
be a choice of 5 kinds of Mulch, Pine Bark, Cypress, Hardwood,
Mini Nuggets and Red Mulch. Forms may be picked up at
Bishop Rosecrans High School or The Knight Of Columbus Hall.
The last date to order will be on Wednesday, April 6th. For
more details call Marvin Paul at (740) 453-4482. We like to
Thank You for your continual support of the Bishop Rosecrans
Athletic programs.

Interested in helping to pass on
the faith to your children?
Parents, grandparents, teachers-catechists this is for you! National
speaker Dr. Jo Ann Paradise will present a free workshop
on Rediscovering the Sacredness of Family Life on Thursday, March 10,
7:30-8:30 pm at St. Matthew’s Church in Gahanna.
This workshop will explore the church’s teaching on “domestic
church” that roots marriage in vocation, and vocation in Baptism.
Catholic community, small classroom sizes, smartboards, mobile comParticipants will be given concrete tools and practical skills for
developing ways to evangelize parents so that they can better form puter labs, successful sports teams, local service projects
their children in faith. The workshop is sponsored by the Diocesan
Office of Religious Education and Catechesis, with the support of
Grades K-3
Our Sunday Visitor Publishing. Admission is free. Light snacks will
139 North 5th Street, Zanesville
be provided. To register, e-mail orec@cdeducation.org or call
Sandy Lape, (614) 221-4633, x 1341.
Dr. Jo Ann Paradise is a National Consultant for Our Sunday Visi- Grades 4-8
1030 East Main Street, Zanesville
tor Curriculum Division. and has worked as a catechist for the
Diocese of Pittsburg for over 30 years.
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St. Joseph Novena
St. Joseph Church the oldest parish in Ohio will be holding their annual St. Joseph Novena, March 11 thru March
19. This year the Novena will be held at the Holy Trinity
Church, Somerset , Ohio due to renovations at St. Joseph
Church. The Novena services will begin at 7:00 p.m. Father Stephen Dominic Hayes, O.P. from St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Zanesville will be preaching the Novena. This
is an excellent time during this season of Lent for a spiritual renewal in preparation for Easter.
Sadie Corry Pilgrimage
Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to Carry Ohio Our Lady of Consolation Basilica and Shrine Wednesday, May 4th, 2016. Cost
is $25.00. You may purchase your lunch at the cafeteria.
Paid reservations needed by Wednesday, March 30th.
Bus departure time is 7:55 a.m. from the Knights of Columbus Sunrise Center Zanesville. We return about 6:45
pm. For more information call Mary Murphy at (740) 4524454 or Margaret Kronenbitter at (740) 453-7657. Make
checks payable to Margaret Kronenbitter, 2700 Wayne
Ridge Road, Zanesville, OH 43701-9240.

Walking Stations for High Schoolers

Sunday, March 6th, high school students will continue working on the Walking Stations of the Cross. Students will trace a via Crucis through downtown Zanesville
and determine the timing of the event. Students should
dress for the weather. (Note the change in time.) Students will meet at the St. Nicholas Teen Center at 12:30
for lunch, prior to venturing out. For more information,
contact Patty Boggs at (740) 453-5173. Permission slips
are required, and can be found on the website or will be
available on the day of the event.

Cemetery Fence Fundraiser
Lay Dominicans and Friends for Historic Preservation
have added a line of Vintage St. Patrick's Day Note
Cards for purchase to benefit the fund for the St. Thomas Aquinas Cemetery fence. The cards come in
packages of 3 for $4, or the complete set of 12 designs
is available for $16. All proceeds go to the fence fund.
Order forms are available at the back of the Church, in
Rosary Hall or in the Parish Center. You may also contact Mary Ann Ewart at (740) 319-2449, or Melanie Von
Gunten at (740) 453-3301, extension 15. Blankets and
note cards are still available for purchase.

