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Evelyn Waugh’s masterpiece Brideshead Revisited is about the
Marchmains, an early- to mid-20th century English upper-class
Catholic family. For a while, the family enjoyed their own
chapel, and the privilege of having the Blessed Sacrament reserved, and even a priest who would say Sunday Mass. Eventually the family had to vacate the estate, and so the Blessed Sacrament could no longer be reserved. Cordelia —youngest of the
family—tried to explain to Charles Ryder (a “poor agnostic”)
her feelings when the chapel was shuttered:
They’ve closed the chapel at Brideshead.... Mummy’s requiem
was the last Mass said there. After she was buried the priest
came in—I was there alone. I don’t think he saw me—and
took out the altar stone and put it in his bag; then he burned
the wads of wool with the holy oil on them and threw the ash
outside; he emptied the holy water stoup and blew out the
lamp in the sanctuary and left the tabernacle open and empty,
as though from now on it was always to be Good Friday.... I
stayed there till he was gone, and then, suddenly, there wasn’t any chapel there any more, just an oddly decorated room. I
can’t tell you what it felt like.
Makes perfect sense, though, to any believing Catholic who has
ever celebrated Holy Week. Waugh captures quite succinctly
and poetically the “absence” of the Lord for the duration of the
Triduum. After the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday
the altars are stripped, the Eucharist is removed from the Tabernacle (which is left open and empty, as Cordelia says), and
Mass is not celebrated again until the Easter Vigil. It’s a liturgical
expression of the Lord’s own words: “When the bridegroom is
taken from them, then they will fast.” This dominical saying was
even more forcefully expressed prior to the reforms of the Second Vatican Council, when there was no Holy Communion on
Good Friday (except for Viaticum for the dying), the idea being
that since our sins have crucified the Lord, we need to feel his
absence, need to feel in some small way just what our sins have
done. It’s a small taste—only a very small taste—of what those
disciples and most of all the Blessed Mother experienced when
Christ handed himself over for our sake.
And the “absence” of Christ—it’s something in the service
of a more profound kind of presence, the sacramental presence
of his own very self in the Eucharist, which he inaugurates “on
the night before he suffered,” as the Mass tells us. By his own
hand (not anyone’s forcing) Jesus goes to the Cross, and his
body is truly offered in sacrifice to the Father. This is the perfect
sacrifice of obedience and charity the Father never received
from our race until Jesus: and it was perfect love the Father
desired, not the blood of Jesus. Whatever it took, Jesus would
do, and it turned out to require his life because of man’s hardness of heart. Jesus tells us that if the grain of wheat dies it
bears much fruit, and it is his death that makes the Eucharistic
sacrifice: he is himself one and entire, present now in Catholic
Churches throughout the world. Waiting for loving hearts.

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca,
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Paris and later assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the most
renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in
major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in
many major theological controversies of his day. His written works are
numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis Summa
theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7, 1274 en
route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323 and a
doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities and
Catholic schools.

800th Anniversary of the
Order of Preachers
Until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Province of St. Joseph, along with the Order of Preachers worldwide, will celebrate the 800th anniversary (or “Jubilee”) of the approbation
of the Dominican Order by Pope Honorius III in 1216. For
more information, see jubilee.opeast.org

A pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Dominic, June 2-9, 2016.
Groups and individuals are welcome to sign up for this pilgrimage
to the land of St. Dominic. See the beauty of northern Spain and
southwest France; venture to the land of Dominic’s birth and the
place of the founding of the Order of Preachers. $2,099 total cost
(not including airfare). Sign up now at jubilee.opeast.org/
pilgrimage
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, March 20
SIXTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Palm Sunday)
5:00pm (Sat.) Raymond & Dorothy Lasure & Family
7:00am Loretta Paynter (+)
9:00am Anna P. Beardsley (+)
11:00am Jim Anderson (+)
6:00pm People of the parish
Monday, March 21
Lenten weekday
8:00am George Brooks (+)
Noon Ephraim Heil (+)
Tuesday, March 22
Lenten weekday
8:00am Dolores Montgomery (+)
Noon Mark Thompson (+)

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Mar 20
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee and doughnuts (after 9:00 and 11:00 Masses)
Mon, Mar 21
7:00 Scouts (parish center)
Tue, Mar 22
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center)
Wed, Mar 23
No Eucharistic exposition or Benediction
No confessions in the evening
Fri, Mar 25
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (then confessions)

Wednesday, March 23
Lenten weekday
8:00am William Schneider (+)
Noon Gabrielle Hinkle (+)

Holy Week Triduum
See special schedule
(next page)

By his
stripes,
we are
healed.

Parish Finances
March 13, 2016
Envelopes .................................................... $9,034.00
Loose .............................................................. 1,090.64
Total................................................................ 10,124.64
[Other ................................................................ 522.80]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week’s deficit:........................................... 1,413.36
Thank you!
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

—Isaiah, 53: 5

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will
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Holy Week 2016
Palm Sunday, March 20
Normal Sunday schedule

Sacred Triduum
of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Thursday, March 24
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:30 p.m.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until midnight

Good Friday, March 25
Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 3:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross 7:00 p.m.

Holy Saturday, March 26
Easter Vigil 8:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, March 27
Masses 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m. (no 6:00 p.m. Mass)
Additionally, Office of Readings and Lauds (Morning Prayer) will be prayed in church
at 9:00 a.m. each day of the Triduum (Holy Thursday through Holy Saturday)
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan Barry,
Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda
Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Mary Lou Crawford, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph
Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley,
Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol
Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson,
Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon,
Josephine Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Patricia
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour, Mary Lou
Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri
Woods
__________________________________________________________

Stations of the Cross
St. Nicholas Youth Group

Sunday, March 20th, high school students will write the
prayers for the Stations. 12:30-2:30, beginning with lunch.
Permission slips are required, and can be found on the
website. For more information, contact Patty Boggs at
(740) 453-5173.
We will pray the Stations on Good Friday, at 9:00 a.m.
We will walk through the city of Zanesville, stopping to
pray at various locations as we reflect on Christ’s passion
and remember our brothers and sisters who are struggling with the crosses of illness, hunger, homelessness,
addiction, and poverty. All are welcome. Students not
accompanied by a parent must have a signed permission
slip to participate. The walk will begin and end at St.
Nicholas Church.

Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to Carry Ohio Our Lady of Consolation
Basilica and Shrine Wednesday, May 4th, 2016. Cost is $25.00.
You may purchase your lunch at the cafeteria. Paid reservations
needed by Wednesday, March 30th. Bus departure time is 7:55
a.m. from the Knights of Columbus Sunrise Center Zanesville.
We return about 6:45 pm. For more information call Mary Murphy at (740) 452-4454 or Margaret Kronenbitter at (740) 4537657. Make checks payable to Margaret Kronenbitter, 2700
Wayne Ridge Road, Zanesville, OH 43701-9240.
Three Bags Full: Ohio’s Premiere Children’s Consignment
Event is coming soon. This event allows local families to sell
their clothing, toys, books & more. The weekend event is held
at 5 locations. Check www.threebagsfull.info for more details,
times, and directions, or contact Joyce Black at (614) 561-5300.
Catholic Men's Luncheon Club Event, Friday, April 1, 2016
The next Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club features a talk by Fred
Shafer from St. Brendan’s, “Mercy: Becoming a Man Fully
Alive.” Fred’s story will highlight his return to the Church from
a successful music career that had led him away from God,
away from the Church, and ended up costing him nearly everything. This month’s luncheon is sponsored by James Valent,
FICF, General Agent with the Knights of Columbus. As always,
the luncheon is at St. Patrick Church in downtown Columbus on
Friday, April 1. Holy Mass begins at 11:45 am followed by lunch
and Fred’s talk until about 1:00 pm. No reservations necessary.
$10 covers the lunch and meeting. Bring a friend!
For information on Catholic Men’s Luncheons, contact Tim
Merkle, CMLC President at htm@ejhlaw.com or (614) 839-5700

