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PASTOR’S CORNER
Alleluia! Resurrexit, sicut dixit! He has risen, as he
said! When Jesus rose from the grave, he left all the
power of death behind him. And if we are in him,
death has no power over us, either.
That doesn’t mean, of course, that we don’t die
bodily. Jesus died bodily, too, even though he was
not under the curse of sin as we are. That much we
can still expect. When we profess, with St. Paul, that
death has no power over us due to our being reborn
in Christ, we mean that there is more to us, much
more, than what death deprives us of—and even
what it deprives us of is restored, a hundredfold.
Death has its “hour,” as Jesus says in the Gospel. But
God has eternity to give us.
Death is still repugnant to us, and horrible to consider—more horrible yet to experience, either with
the loss of our loved ones, or with our own imminent
death. The separation from loved ones is painful;
dealing with death is a great test of faith. But it isn’t
a greater test of faith than believing that Jesus
Christ—a man like us—rose from the grave, after
truly dying. His death was no sleight-of-hand, no
trickery, as some heretics of the early Church (and
some of the contemporary Church) allege. It was real
death. And Jesus is now alive again, but different
than before his passion: we call the new existence
Christ possesses “glory,” though we hardly know
what all it entails, since we do not possess it. Yet. We
know this much: Jesus Christ is now fully present to
God the Father, in his humanity and not simply according to divinity. He is everything he ever was, yet
so much more. No longer liable to suffering or loss of
any kind, having been made Lord and Judge and
King. The Kingship that Jesus told Pilate was “not of
this world,” is an power to give life to those who are
not ashamed of the humility and suffering he endured, and who are willing to humble themselves
and suffer the misfortunes of life courageously, for
his sake. Most important, the misfortune of death.
He asks us to believe that death is not his work and
that he has rendered it powerless to thwart our communion with him in his glory.

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca,
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Paris and later assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the most
renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in
major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in
many major theological controversies of his day. His written works are
numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis Summa
theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7, 1274 en
route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323 and a
doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities and
Catholic schools.

800th Anniversary of the
Order of Preachers
Until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Province of St. Joseph, along with the Order of Preachers worldwide, will celebrate the 800th anniversary (or “Jubilee”) of the approbation
of the Dominican Order by Pope Honorius III in 1216. For
more information, see jubilee.opeast.org

A pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Dominic, June 2-9, 2016.
Groups and individuals are welcome to sign up for this pilgrimage
to the land of St. Dominic. See the beauty of northern Spain and
southwest France; venture to the land of Dominic’s birth and the
place of the founding of the Order of Preachers. $2,099 total cost
(not including airfare). Sign up now at jubilee.opeast.org/
pilgrimage
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MASS INTENTIONS

Weekly Calendar

Sunday, March 27
EASTER SUNDAY
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am Souls In Purgatory (+)
11:00am Marianna Russo (+)
No 6:00 p.m. Mass

Sun, Mar 27
NO CCD
NO Coffee and doughnuts

Monday, March 28
MONDAY OF THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
8:00am Richard Bowman Family
Noon Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)

Tue, Mar 29
2:00 p.m. Gospel of Luke Bible Study (parish center)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
NO RCIA MEETING

Tuesday, March 29
TUESDAY OF THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
8:00am Doug Robinson (+)
Noon Jim Steil (+)

Wed, Mar 30
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament following noon Mass
7:00 p.m. Benediction

Mon, Mar 28
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
7:00 Scouts (parish center)

Wednesday, March 30
WEDNESDAY OF THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
8:00am Michael Napoli
Noon June Shawger Fountain (+)
Thursday, March 31
THURSDAY OF THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
8:00am Ted Paulus
Noon Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
Friday, April 1
FRIDAY OF THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
8:00am Vonda Labaki (+)
Noon Betty Haren (+)
Saturday, April 2
SATURDAY OF THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
9:00 a.m. Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Sentivany
& Linda Ann (+)

Parish Finances
March 20, 2016
Envelopes .................................................... $9,034.00
Loose .............................................................. 1,090.64
Total................................................................ 10,124.64
[Other ................................................................ 522.80]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week’s deficit:........................................... 1,413.36
Thank you!

Sunday, April 3
SUNDAY OF THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
(LOW SUNDAY, or MERCY SUNDAY)
5:00pm (Sat.) Mark Stephen Thompson (+)
7:00am Paul Carpenter (+)
9:00am Dorothy Jean Rhinehart (+)
11:00am Josie Basalla (+)
Divine Mercy Devotions 12:00-3:00 p.m.
6:00pm People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will
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From the Jerusalem Catecheses
The Jerusalem Catecheses are an ancient source containing instructions for catechumens and neophytes (newly baptized) of
the ancient Church. They are normally attributed to St. Cyril of Jerusalem, one of the Fathers of the Church. This particular
catechesis appears in the Office of Readings for Thursday of the Easter Octave, and explains to neophytes what just happened to them in baptism. It’s something we should all reread often, to remind us of our Christian identity and dignity.

You were led down to the font of holy baptism just as Christ was taken down from
the cross and placed in the tomb which is before your eyes. Each of you was asked,
“Do you believe in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?”
You made the profession of faith that brings salvation, you were plunged into
the water, and three times you rose again. This symbolised the three days Christ
spent in the tomb.
As our Saviour spent three days and three nights in the depths of the earth, so
your first rising from the water represented the first day and your first immersion
represented the first night. At night a man cannot see, but in the day he walks in
the light.
So when you were immersed in the water it was like night for you and you could
not see, but when you rose again it was like coming into broad daylight. In the
same instant you died and were born again; the saving water was both your tomb
and your mother.
Solomon's phrase in another context is very apposite here. He spoke of a time to
give birth, and a time to die. For you, however, it was the reverse: a time to die,
and a time to be born, although in fact both events took place at the same time and
your birth was simultaneous with your death.
This is something amazing and unheard of! It was not we who actually died,
were buried and rose again. We only did these things symbolically, but we have
been saved in actual fact. It is Christ who was crucified, who was buried and who
rose again, and all this has been attributed to us.
We share in his sufferings symbolically and gain salvation in reality. What
boundless love for men! Christ's undefiled hands were pierced by the nails; he suffered the pain. I experience no pain, no anguish, yet by the share that I have in his
sufferings he freely grants me salvation.
Let no one imagine that baptism consists only in the forgiveness of sins and in
the grace of adoption. Our baptism is not like the baptism of John, which conferred only the forgiveness of sins. We know perfectly well that baptism, besides
washing away our sins and bringing us the gift of the Holy Spirit, is a symbol of the
sufferings of Christ.
This is why Paul exclaims: Do you not know that when we were baptized into
Christ Jesus we were, by that very action, sharing in his death? By baptism we
went with him into the tomb.
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan Barry,
Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda
Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Mary Lou Crawford, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph
Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley,
Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol
Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay, Mary Caroline Johnson,
Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon,
Josephine Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Patricia
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour, Mary Lou
Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri
Woods
__________________________________________________________

Cassie Spiker I’m afraid I have some sad news. You remember Cassie Spiker: the young girl in the parish (12
years old) who had cancer a while ago. Unfortunately,
after a brief period of remission, the cancer is back, and
her family are once again in need of your help. Her treatment has already started. If anyone can make donations
for food and gas the family would be very grateful. Also,
there are 6 other kids at home who are in various activities, and need rides to and from Dresden from time to
time. Thank you for all your support. If you are able to
help call or text Cassie’s mom (Penny) at (740) 683-5189.
Please feel free to leave a voice mail. (Cassie has a benefit
account at Century National Bank, under “Cassandra Spiker Benefit,” if this makes it easier for people to donate.)
—Fr. Peter

Adorners Needed! Do you have a half-hour or more to
spend with our Lord Jesus? We are in need of Wednesday adorers of the Blessed Sacrament, especially during
the 3:30 –4:oo pm segment. Please contact Regina Cano
at (614) 582-8588 or Lynn Seward at (740) 588-0314.

Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to Carry Ohio Our Lady of Consolation Basilica and Shrine Wednesday, May 4th, 2016. Cost
is $25.00. You may purchase your lunch at the cafeteria.
Paid reservations needed by Wednesday, March 30th.
Bus departure time is 7:55 a.m. from the Knights of Columbus Sunrise Center Zanesville. We return about 6:45
pm. For more information call Mary Murphy at (740) 4524454 or Margaret Kronenbitter at (740) 453-7657. Make
checks payable to Margaret Kronenbitter, 2700 Wayne
Ridge Road, Zanesville, OH 43701-9240.
Three Bags Full: Ohio’s Premiere Children’s Consignment
Event is coming soon. This event allows local families to
sell their clothing, toys, books & more. The weekend
event is held at 5 locations. Check for more details at
www.threebagsfull.info or contact Joyce Black at (614)
561-5300.
Catholic Men's Luncheon Club Event, Friday, April 1, 2016
The next Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club features a talk by
Fred Shafer from St. Brendan’s, “Mercy: Becoming a Man
Fully Alive.” Fred’s story will highlight his return to the
Church from a successful music career that had led him
away from God, away from the Church, and ended up
costing him nearly everything. This month’s luncheon is
sponsored by James Valent, FICF, General Agent with the
Knights of Columbus. As always, the luncheon is at St.
Patrick Church in downtown Columbus on Friday, April 1.
Holy Mass begins at 11:45 am followed by lunch and
Fred’s talk until about 1:00 pm. No reservations necessary. $10 covers the lunch and meeting. Bring a friend!
For information on Catholic Men’s Luncheons, contact Tim
Merkle, CMLC President at htm@ejhlaw.com or (614) 8395700

