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PASTOR’S CORNER
In this Jubilee year, we are all called to meditate on the
theme of God’s mercy. It should be something we all
want to do—Pope Francis isn’t calling us to dwell on
eternal punishment (though understanding something
about that would certain make us appreciate the
depths of divine mercy more thoroughly!).
The truth is, God is mercy itself. Just as he is Truth
itself and Love itself, so he is Mercy itself. God is identical with his attributes. The first letter of John tells us
“God is Love (Charity),” and as an example of God’s
love for us, John gives us the Father’s sending Christ
into the world: “In this is love, not that we have loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
expiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to love one another.” And God’s mercy is
not re-active; it is pro-active. God does not respond to
us (something to bear in mind whenever we pray)—we
are called to respond to God’s gracious initiative. What
exactly does this mean? Well, it’s very common for us
to wait for someone who has offended us to come to
us with an apology before we forgive—and even then,
we usually feel entitled to take our troublesome offender to the woodshed and give the poor person a
good talking-to—which in some cases is a punishment
far graver than the original injury. Then we set ourselves up as parole officers, reminding them that a new
offense will result in the loss of the “mercy” we’re extending, blah, blah, blah. How does that counterfeit
mercy stand with God? Not so well, I’m afraid. Jesus
tells us to imitate God, who perhaps seems foolishly
lavish with his mercy by our lights: he “makes his sun
rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just
and the unjust.” Has it ever occurred to us that God’s
mercy goes before our penitence? He doesn’t wait for
us. It’s his mercy, already active in our hearts by the
merits of Christ’s passion, that drives us back into his
arms.
There is, ultimately, a great distinction to be made
between the evil and the good, the unjust and the just.
It’s for God alone to make, not us. And it’s not made on
the basis of how bad anyone’s sins were, for we’ve all
sinned badly. It’s rather by how icily indifferent to the
outstretched loving hand of God we are, or how joyfully grateful we are for his mercy.

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca,
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Paris and later assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the most
renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in
major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in
many major theological controversies of his day. His written works are
numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis Summa
theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7, 1274 en
route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323 and a
doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities and
Catholic schools.

800th Anniversary of the
Order of Friars Preachers

Until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Province of Saint
Joseph, along with the Order of Preachers worldwide, will
celebrate the 800th anniversary (or “Jubilee”) of the approbation of the Dominican Order by Pope Honorius III in
1216. For more information, see jubilee.opeast.org
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, April 3
SUNDAY OF THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
(LOW SUNDAY, or MERCY SUNDAY)
5:00pm (Sat.) Mark Stephen Thompson (+)
7:00am Paul Carpenter (+)
9:00am Dorothy Jean Rhinehart (+)
11:00am Josie Basalla (+)
Divine Mercy Devotions 12:00-3:00 p.m.
6:00pm People of the parish
Monday, April 4
Easter Weekday
8:00am John Hartnett (+)
12Noon Peter & Louise Barris (+)

Weekly Calendar
Sun, Apr 3
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee and doughnuts (after 9:00 and 11:00 Masses)
Mon, Apr 4
7:00 Scouts (parish center)
Prayer group (parish center)
Tue, Apr 5
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center)
Wed, Apr 6
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament following noon Mass
7:00 p.m. Benediction

Tuesday, April 5
Easter Weekday
8:00am Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
12Noon Ronna Bucci (+)
Wednesday, April 6
Easter Weekday
8:00am William Schneider (+)
12Noon Gabrielle Hinkle (+)
Thursday, April 7
St. John the Baptist de la Salle, priest (M)
8:00am Dick & Carolyn Wymer (+)
12Noon Clement & Olive Mattingly (+)
Friday, April 8
Easter Weekday
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller (+)
12Noon Mary Lou Cush (+)
Saturday, April 9
Easter Weekday
9:00am James T. Fegan (+)
11:00am Confirmation Mass
Sunday, April 10
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
5:00pm (Sat.) Dolores Heil (+)
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am Gabrielle Hinkle (+)
11:00am Jean Overstreet Family
6:00pm People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m.

Parish Finances
March 27, 2016
Envelopes ..................................................... $7,284.78
Loose .............................................................. 2,033.00
Sunday offering............................................... 9,317.78
Easter envelope .............................................. 5,891.00
Total............................................................... 15,208.78
[Good Friday .................................................... 1,029.71]
Weekly Budget ...............................................11,538.00
This week’s surplus: ....................................... 3,670.78
Thank you!
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Please remember Saint Thomas
Aquinas Church in your will
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Christ the Source of Resurrection and Life

aint Paul rejoices in the knowledge that spiritual
health has been restored to the human
race. Death entered the world through Adam, he explains, but life has been given back to the world
through Christ. Again he says: The first man, being from the
earth, is earthly by nature; the second man is from heaven and
it is heavenly. As we have borne the image of the earthly
man, the image of human nature grown old in sin, so let
us bear the image of the heavenly man: human nature raised
up, redeemed , restored and purified in Christ. We must
hold fast to the salvation we have received.Christ was the
firstfruits, says the Apostle; he is the source of resurrection and life. Those who belong to Christ will follow him.
Modeling their lives on his purity, they will be secure in
the hope of his resurrection and of enjoying with him the
glory promised in heaven. Our Lord himself said so in
the gospel: Whoever follows me will not perish, but will pass
from death to life.
Thus the passion of our Savior is the salvation of mankind. The reason why he desired to die for us was that he wanted us who believe in him to live for
ever. In the fullness of time it was his will to become what we are, so that we might inherit the eternity
he promised and live with him for ever.
Here, then, is the grace conferred by these heavenly mysteries, the gift which Easter brings, the
most longed for feast of the year; here are the beginnings of creatures newly formed: children born
from the life giving font of holy Church, born anew with the simplicity of little ones, and crying out
with the evidence of a clean conscience. Chaste fathers and inviolate mothers accompany this new
family, countless in number, born to new life through faith. As they emerge from the grace giving
womb of the font, a blaze of candles burns brightly beneath the tree of faith. The Easter festival brings
the grace of holiness from heaven to men. Through the repeated celebration of the sacred mysteries
they receive the spiritual nourishment of the sacraments. Fostered at the very heart of holy Church,
the fellowship of one community worships the one God, adoring the triple name of his essential holiness, and together with the prophet sings the psalm which belongs to this yearly festival: This is the day
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. And what is this day? It is the Lord Jesus Christ himself, the
author of light, who brings the sunrise and the beginning of life, saying of himself: I am the light of day;
whoever walks in daylight does not stumble. That is to say, whoever follows Christ in all things will come
by this path to the throne of eternal light.
Such was the prayer Christ made to the Father while he was still on earth: Father, I desire that where I
am they also may be, those who have come to believe in me; and that as you are in me and I in you, so they may
abide in us.
From an Easter homily by an ancient author
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600 pages in the published version of her diary in English translation.
The chaplet itself is very simple, and is prayed on
Rosary beads (how-to pamphlets can be found in the
back of church). It is a prayer to the Father for mercy
“on us and on the whole world” by the merits of
Christ’s most sorrowful passion. There’s a secondary
purpose: to make us more merciful, being transformed
by the prayer we make. And prayer is supposed to be,
above all, transformative of us. Just as we pray “forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us,” we in fact cannot experience God’s mercy
toward ourselves without being so transformed. That’s
why asking for mercy sets in motion God’s plan for us,
and why this devotion has won over so many souls to
praying it daily.

T

he Chaplet of Divine Mercy is a very popular
Catholic devotion to the Heart of Christ and
the mercy of God the Father based on the
spiritual diary of Saint Maria Faustyna
Kowalska (more commonly known simply as St.
Faustina), a Polish nun who lived in the early 20th century and died at the age of 33. At the command of her
spiritual director, she began to record the private revelations confided to her—these revelations run to about
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan
Barry, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary
Cowden, Mary Lou Crawford, Michael Curtis,
Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch,
Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly
Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence
Herbert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Mary Imlay,
Mary Caroline Johnson, Eileen Johnston, Henry
Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine
Marshall, Alice McGonagle, Betty Mercer, Patricia
Perone, Glenna Pfeifer, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak,
Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Loretta Silfko, Theresa
Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods
____________________________________
St. Nicholas Youth Group Sunday, April 3rd Game
Night. All High School Students Welcome. Come join
us for a night of card games and board games from
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at St. Nicholas Teen Center.
Strong!, an all male retreat, will take place Saturday-Sunday, April 30 to May 1. This overnight camping adventure for young men requires registration,
and costs $15.00 per person. Students will meet at
St. Nicholas Teen Center on Saturday afternoon and
travel to Coshocton where they will attend Mass followed by an outdoor adventure that includes campfire cooking and sleeping outdoors. Guys ages 13-18
are invited! Contact Patty Boggs for more details at
(740) 453-5173.
Bishops Rosecrans High School cordially invites you
to the 2016 Bishops Ball, “A Taste of Italy” on Saturday April 9th. Cocktails and appetizers at 5:30pm and
dinner is served at 6:30pm. Catered by Rittbergers
$5,000.00 Drawing from the Red and Black Scholarship Sweepstakes, Silent and Live Auctions. All proceeds to benefit Bishop Rosecrans High School. For
more details call BRHS at (740) 452-7504.

“Can you not watch one
hour with me, and pray?”

We need of volunteers to commit to
spending time with the Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament Wednesdays, especially during the 3:30 –4:oo pm segment. Please contact Regina Cano or
Lynn Seward at (614) 582-8588.
——————————————————
Thank you, bulletin sponsors!
This bulletin is furnished to the parish without
charge. The advertisements that appear completely defray all publishing costs with which the church would otherwise be burdened. Please lend these sponsors your
patronage as a thank-you for their generosity.

