Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
May 1, 2016, SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
PASTOR’S CORNER
Dear people: May is a busy month before the summer’s lull. It’s
the end of the school year, so there are always the school graduations. Then there is the Confirmation Mass, and the First Communion Mass. Although, this year Confirmation was in April—
and between our own parish, St. Nicholas, and St. Mary’s/St.
Ann’s, 60 were ordained. The bishop, when here for that Mass
always admonishes the newly confirmed at the end of Mass:
“Remember your Christian dignity. Remember that you are precious, sons and daughters of God, redeemed by the blood of
Jesus Christ.” That isn’t boilerplate. Those words are for all confirmed Catholics, not just those just freshly anointed. And for
that matter, it’s for all those baptized and yet to be confirmed.
Confirmation adds just this to our baptism: the mission to make
disciples of others. Baptism signifies new life, and life basically
in its vital functions means staying alive for oneself. Infants
can’t really do much for others. But there comes a point in our
natural lives when we begin to be able to care for others, and
not merely be cared for. When we grow older, our parents delegate tasks that require increasing levels of responsibility—
taking care of little brothers and sisters, etc. And so it is in the
Kingdom of God: we can only live for ourselves in the right way
if we take care of others as well. Love of God, love of self, love
of neighbor all stand or fall together. The Faith has not been
given to us so that we can sit on it, hide it from those very impressive people whose approval we want, and who wouldn’t
approve of our believing everything the Church teaches. The
Faith is lost when it’s stifled. So, let us all remember our Christian dignity, and rejoice in it. And share it.
The First Communion Mass is next Saturday. Please pray for
the 2nd-graders receiving the sacrament of the Body and Blood
of the Lord for the first time. Pray that it may be a truly lifechanging event, which it really should be. I remember the morning of my First Holy Communion—May 11, 1974—both my parents told me the same thing: “This is the greatest day of your
life so far.” I remember I was very nervous, but not in a bad
way. Maybe it was something like the case of nerves one gets
on one’s wedding day, I wouldn’t know about that exactly, but
it wasn’t the kind of fear that made me want to run away—it
was more like what happens to your tummy on a roller coaster,
without the nausea. It was mysterious. I don’t remember everything about the day, but I do remember receiving Communion.
It didn’t make me feel different—I wasn’t expecting that. It tasted just like the unconsecrated hosts they had us practice with,
and I got up and walked back to my seat. I just remember kneeling down with my eyes shut, pressing my head against the pew
in front of me, and saying “My Lord and my God,” as I was
taught to do. I didn’t feel anything different that day, but I believed everything I had been taught about God and this greatest
sacrament of His. It was life-changing for me, I know that.

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roccasecca,
Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in
view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant
Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he went on to
study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take
the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Paris and later assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same university—the most
renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in
major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant in
many major theological controversies of his day. His written works are
numerous, the most well-known being his theological synthesis Summa
theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died March 7, 1274 en
route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint in 1323 and a doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of universities and Catholic schools.

NOTE:
During the week of June 14-17,
there will be just one Mass each
day, at 12 noon. NO 8:00 A.M.
MASS THAT WEEK. Most of the
Dominican community will be in
Providence, Rhode Island, for a
provincial assembly.

Regina caeli

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia! For he whom you
merited to bear, alleluia! Has risen as he said, alleluia!
Pray for us to God, alleluia.
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Mass Intentions

It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead.
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12.
Sunday, May 1
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
5:00pm (Sat.)
Richard Tanner (+)
7:00am
John & Anna Beardsley (+)
9:00am
Dan & Barbara Cregan Family (+)
11:00am
Josie Basalla (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Monday, May 2
St. Athanasius, bishop and doctor (M)
8:00am
Mario DeDonatis (+)
12Noon
Margaret Frank (+)
Tuesday, May 3
SS. PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES (F)
8:00am
Andrea Musselman Scott (+)
12Noon
Jim Steil (+)
Wednesday, May 4
Easter Weekday
8:00am
Eleanor Barone (100th birthday)
12Noon
Jan Tanner Thompson
Thursday, May 5
St. Vincent Ferrer, O.P., priest (M)
8:00am
Cecil Mary Soller (+)
12Noon
Jay Ansel (+)
Friday, May 6
Easter Weekday
8:00am
Michael Strohl (+)
12Noon
Ted Paulus
Saturday, May 7
St. Pius V, O.P., pope (M)
9:00am
Madeline Heil (+)
11:00am
FIRST COMMUNION
Sunday, May 8
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
5:00pm (Sat.)
Mick Norris (+)
7:00am
Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am
Gabrielle Hinkle (+)
11:00am
Loretta Paynter (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. &
6:00 p.m. Masses

Weekly Calendar
Sun, May 1
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee and doughnuts (after 9:00 and 11:00 Masses)
Mon, May 2
7:00 Scouts (parish center)
Tue, May 3
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
6:00 p.m. Festival Planning Committee (parish center)
7:00 p.m. R. C. I. A. (parish center)
Wed, May 4
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament following noon Mass
(Benediction follows at 7:00 p.m.)
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal
Sat, May 7
11:00 a.m. First Communion

Parish Finances
April 24, 2016
Envelopes ........................................................ $7,484.38
Loose .................................................................... 962.00
Total ...................................................................8,446.38
[Other .................................................................... 157.65]
Church in Central & Eastern Europe ................. 1,627.98
Weekly Budget .................................................. 11,538.00
This week’s deficit: ............................................-3,091.62

Thank you!
Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.

Upcoming second collections
May 15 ................. Catholic Communication Campaign
May 22..............................St. Vincent de Paul Society

Please remember Saint
Thomas Aquinas
Church in your will
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Upcoming Pilgrimage opportunities
A pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Dominic
June 2-9, 2016.
Groups and individuals are welcome to sign up
for this pilgrimage to the land of St. Dominic. See
the beauty of northern Spain and southwest
France; venture to the land of Dominic’s birth and
the place of the founding of the Order of Preachers. $2,099 total cost (not including airfare). Sign
up now at jubilee.opeast.org/pilgrimage

Fr. Luke’s Bible Study is back with

The Acts of the
Apostles, Luke’s
Second Book

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
August 30-September 11, 2016
This unique pilgrimage to the Holy Land is being led by Fr.
Gregory Tatum, O.P., New Testament scholar and professor at the Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem. Since its founding in
1890, the Ecole Biblique has been a leading institution in
biblical and archaeological research in the Catholic Church
and now for the first time some of its fruits are being
made available through this pilgrimage. The scholarly expertise Fr. Gregory can give is rare among tour guides. Fr.
Allen Moran, O.P., of the Dominican Eastern Province
(U.S.) will be joining the pilgrimage as spiritual director.
Destinations include the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the
Garden of Gethsemane, Nazareth, Bethlehem, the Sea of
Galilee, Caesarea Philippi, Capernaum, Cana, and many
more. Price: $4,869 from New York/JFK airport—includes
11 nights in first class hotels, transportation, three meals
per day, sightseeing and admission fees, and more. For
more information, contact 206 Tours: (800) 206-8687 or
www.pilgrimages.com/ecolebiblique

California Mission Pilgrimage with Patrick
Madrid and Bishop James Wall
October 2-9, 2016
Beginning in San Diego, make your way up the California
coastline, visiting many of the missions founded by St. Junipero Serra, beginning with Mission San Diego—also Missions San Juan Capistrano, San Gabriel, San Luis Rey, Santa
Barbara, San Carlos, San Luis Obispo, and many others.
For prices, and to make reservations, visit patrickmadrid.com and click on the mission ad.

We will meet Tuesdays May 17 June 14 at 2:00 p.m. in the Parish
Center. Please pre-register soon
with Melanie Von Gunten (at parish office ext. 15) so that we can
order the materials we need.
Many thanks to Knights
of Columbus Council
505

for their generous gift of $1,000
toward the cemetery restoration
project.
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The mother of god and the rosary

An Easter parish mission
with Fr. Thomas Blau, O.P., May 9-11, 2016 (Next week!)

Fr. Blau is a Dominican friar currently assigned to St.
Patrick Church in Columbus. He is one of the 1200
“Missionaries of Mercy” commissioned on Ash Wednesday to preach mercy in this Jubilee Year. Fr. Thomas
will be preaching on Mary, the Mother of Mercy, for
three nights at our parish next week. Please join us
each night of the mission—bring your friends, family
members, and neighbors. Reach out to your Protestant
friends and those who don’t understand Catholic teaching on the Blessed Mother. They’ll learn a lot.
Each night of the mission will begin with the praying of the Rosary at 7:00 p.m., followed by conference. Confessions will be heard at the end of each evening’s conference. On the final night there will be Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
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“Can you not watch one
hour with me, and pray?”

Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan Barry, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar,
Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary
Cowden, Mary Lou Crawford, Michael Curtis, Ernestine
Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck,
Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol
Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long,
David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall,
Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
We need volunteers to watch and pray in the presence
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta
of the Blessed Sacrament Wednesdays. If you can help,
Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods, Terri Woods

Career Opportunities at
Bishop Fenwick School!
Bishop Fenwick School is now hiring for two
positions:
1) a LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER for middle
school (grades 6-8) and
2) an INTERVENTION SPECIALIST
Both for the 2016-2017 academic year.
Requirements for both positions:
 an appropriate state of Ohio teaching license (or be eligible to obtain it by August
2016);
 Current BCI&I and FBI background
checks;
 Attend a VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children Safe Environment seminar;
Complete the online teaching application for
the Diocese of Columbus.Please contact Principal Mrs. Kelly Sagan by e-mailing resume
and letter of interest to:
ksagan@cdeducation.org.

please contact Regina Cano or Lynn Seward at (614)
582-8588. (NB: the 3:30-4:00 time slot is now covered—
what we need now are substitutes)

St. Thomas Aquinas parish festival
this summer is scheduled for

June 9 — 11
Please come, and please lend us your time
and talent!
This is the parish’s biggest fund-raiser of
the year, and all proceeds benefit parish
families with children in Bishop Fenwick
School. This can be a great communitybuilder for the parish as well as for the
school, and it is also a lot of fun.

To be eligible for tuition subsidy through the
parish, families must:
(1) be active members of the parish (i.e.,
attending Mass regularly and Sundays
and holy days);
(2) be contributing financially through Sunday collections, and
(3) contribute a combined 8 hours of assistance in the planning and/or running of the
parish festival (or be otherwise involved
significantly in some sort of parish activities
throughout the year).

