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PASTOR’S CORNER
On the feast of the Ascension we celebrate the fullness of
the risen Lord’s glory. Jesus’ saving work is done, and he
returns to the Father’s heart whence he came. In one of
his Eucharistic hymns, our patron St. Thomas writes the
heavenly word proceeding forth, yet leaving not the Father’s right hand—i.e., when Jesus became incarnate for
us he never left God (he couldn’t, otherwise how could he
and the Father truly be One?). In the same way, the Lord
wishes to assure us that in his return to the Father, he
doesn’t leave our side. His human form is removed from
our sight, but the Lord has entered into glory. He is not
constrained by the same limitations placed on you and
me—and that were placed on him before his passion. You
and I can’t pass appear at will to our friends; we cannot
enter into locked rooms without a key. Remember: Jesus
didn’t “come back from the dead” when he rose from the
grave but rather “entered into his glory.” And from where
his sacred humanity is now at the right hand of the Father,
he fills all creation and governs things perfectly. Evil things
still happen. The entire human race wasn’t converted by
the mysteries of Jesus. Some rejected him then; some reject him now, and there will always be those who reject
him. And that is the prime evil in the world, the evil from
which all others flow: hatred and rejection of God and his
Church.
So why is the Ascension so important? Why was the
advent of the Word the first place so important? Because,
to all those who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225
in Roccasecca, Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was brought
to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a thorough monastic education in view of his becoming a future abbot. But he discovered
the Order of Friars Preachers and left the Abbey to join the recentlyfounded mendicant Order. His parents resisted and even abducted him
and held him prisoner for a year. Unable to break his will, they released
him and he went on to study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) and eventually take the degree of Master of Theology at the University of Paris and later assume the Dominican chair of Theology at the same
university—the most renowned theology faculty at the time. He taught at
other universities in major cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and
was a participant in many major theological controversies of his day. His
written works are numerous, the most well-known being his theological
synthesis Summa theologiae. That work he left unfinished when he died
March 7, 1274 en route to the Council of Lyons. He was declared a saint
in 1323 and a doctor of the Church in 1567. He is the patron saint of
universities and Catholic schools.

800th Anniversary of the
Order of Friars Preachers

Regina caeli

Until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Province of Saint
Joseph, along with the Order of Preachers worldwide, will
celebrate the 800th anniversary (or “Jubilee”) of the approbation of the Dominican Order by Pope Honorius III in
1216. For more information, see jubilee.opeast.org

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia! For he whom you
merited to bear, alleluia! Has risen as he said, alleluia!
Pray for us to God, alleluia.
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Mass Intentions

Weekly Calendar
Sun, May 8
CCD (following 9:00 Mass)
Coffee and doughnuts (after 9:00 and 11:00 Masses)
Mon, May 9
7:00 p.m. Scouts (parish center)
7:00 p.m. Parish mission: First talk
(Confessions afterward)

It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead.
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12.
Sunday, May 8
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
5:00pm (Sat.)
Mick Norris (+)
7:00am
Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am
Gabrielle Hinkle (+)
11:00am
Loretta Paynter (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Monday, May 9
Easter Weekday
8:00am
Mary Swope (+)
12Noon
Otto Heil (+)
Tuesday, May 10
St. Antoninus, O.P., bishop
8:00am
Joseph Daniel Cano (+)
12Noon
James T. Fegan (+)
Wednesday, May 11
Easter Weekday
8:00am
Josie Basalla (+)
12Noon
Annis M. Rhinehart (+)
Thursday, May 12
Easter Weekday
8:00am
Vonda Labaki (+)
12Noon
Jim Steil (+)
Friday, May 13
Easter Weekday
8:00am
Joe Jamiolkowski (+)
12Noon
Christian Keeley (+)
Saturday, May 14
ST. MATTHIAS, APOSTLE (F)
9:00am
Michael Overstreet (+)
Sunday, May 15
SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST
5:00pm (Sat.)
Peg Mattingly (+)
7:00am
Margaret Kosco (+)
9:00am
Barbara Phillis (+)
11:00am
Mary Lou Cush (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. &
6:00 p.m. Masses

Tue, May 10
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. Parish mission: Second talk
(Confessions afterward)
Wed, May 11
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament following noon Mass 7:00
p.m. Parish mission: Third and final talk
(Confessions afterward)
(Benediction follows at 7:00 p.m.)

Parish Finances
May 1, 2016
Envelopes ........................................................$9,985.38
Loose .................................................................. 1,026.00
Total ....................................................................11,011.38
[Other ................................................................. 652.80]
Weekly Budget .................................................. 11,538.00
This week’s deficit:................................................-521.00

Thank you!
(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Upcoming second collections
Next weekend....... Catholic Communication Campaign
May 22 ............................. St. Vincent de Paul Society
June 5 ....................................Catholic Home Missions
June 26 ................................................... Peter’s Pence

Please remember
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church
in your will
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Upcoming Pilgrimage opportunities
A pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Dominic
June 2-9, 2016.

Have your home enthroned to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Groups and individuals are welcome to sign up for this pilgrimage to the land of St. Dominic. See the beauty of
northern Spain and southwest France; venture to the land
of Dominic’s birth and the place of the founding of the
Order of Preachers. $2,099 total cost (not including airfare). Sign up now at jubilee.opeast.org/pilgrimage

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
August 30-September 11, 2016
This unique pilgrimage to the Holy Land is being led by Fr.
Gregory Tatum, O.P., New Testament scholar and professor at the Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem. Since its founding in
1890, the Ecole Biblique has been a leading institution in
biblical and archaeological research in the Catholic Church
and now for the first time some of its fruits are being
made available through this pilgrimage. The scholarly expertise Fr. Gregory can give is rare among tour guides. Fr.
Allen Moran, O.P., of the Dominican Eastern Province
(U.S.) will be joining the pilgrimage as spiritual director.
Destinations include the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the
Garden of Gethsemane, Nazareth, Bethlehem, the Sea of
Galilee, Caesarea Philippi, Capernaum, Cana, and many
more. Price: $4,869 from New York/JFK airport—includes
11 nights in first class hotels, transportation, three meals
per day, sightseeing and admission fees, and more. For
more information, contact 206 Tours: (800) 206-8687 or
www.pilgrimages.com/ecolebiblique

California Mission Pilgrimage with Patrick
Madrid and Bishop James Wall
October 2-9, 2016
Beginning in San Diego, make your way up the California
coastline, visiting many of the missions founded by St. Junipero Serra, beginning with Mission San Diego—also Missions San Juan Capistrano, San Gabriel, San Luis Rey, Santa
Barbara, San Carlos, San Luis Obispo, and many others.
For prices, and to make reservations, visit patrickmadrid.com and click on the mission ad. (Mention that you’re
from St. Thomas Aquinas parish and you could get a discount.)

“Behold the heart which has so loved the human
race, ... and been repaid with ingratitude, indifference, sacrilege, coldness, and contempt.”
Enthronement is a ceremony in which Jesus is invited into your home
and given authority over your household. It is an act of homage to
Jesus, the King of Kings, and a recognition of his lordship over all
human life. It is a way of making reparation for all those who have
“dethroned” Christ in our world, and an image is set up in a place of
honor in your home.
“I will reign through my heart, despite Satan and his agents.”
—the Lord to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
Jesus told St. Margaret Mary that he would bless each home where
he was honored in this way. As the family receive Jesus in the Eucharist at Holy Mass, Jesus desires through his image to remain present
spiritually in their home, “the domestic Church.” The image thus enthroned is more than a picture: it is a window onto Heaven, by which
the Lord draws us to the Father and enlightens us on earth with divine
truth.
“If anyone loves me, my Father will love him and we will
come to him and make our home with him.” —Jn 14: 23
You will be provided with all you need for the enthroning.
One of the priests of the parish will visit your home as part of the
Enthronement. For more information on the practice of enthroning
your home to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, visit
www.sacredheartcolumbus.org or contact Trinidad and Regina
Cano at (614) 582-8588 or Ron and Maria Horn at (740) 962-5955.
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The mother of god and the rosary

An Easter parish mission
with Fr. Thomas Blau, O.P., May 9-11, 2016—THIS WEEK!

Fr. Blau is a Dominican friar currently assigned to St. Patrick’s in Columbus. He is one of the 1200 “Missionaries of
Mercy” commissioned on Ash Wednesday to preach mercy
in this Jubilee Year. Fr. Thomas will be preaching on Mary,
the Mother of Mercy, for three nights at our parish next
week. Please join us each night of the mission—bring your
friends, family members, and neighbors. Reach out to your
Protestant friends and those who don’t understand Catholic teaching on the Blessed Mother. They’ll learn a lot.
Each night of the mission will begin with the praying of the Rosary at 7:00 p.m., followed by conference. Confessions will be heard at the end of each evening’s conference. On the final night there will be Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
A plenary indulgence is given to those who participate in a parish mission such as this (the usual conditions apply). A
special blessing will be given on the last night of the mission.
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan
Barry, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary
Cowden, Mary Lou Crawford, Michael Curtis, Ernestine
Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck,
Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol
Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long,
David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall,
Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta
Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Teresa Woods

Career Opportunities at
Bishop Fenwick School!
Bishop Fenwick School is now hiring for two positions:
1) a LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER for middle school (grades
6-8) and
2) an INTERVENTION SPECIALIST
Both for the 2016-2017 academic year.
Requirements for both positions:
 an appropriate state of Ohio teaching license (or be
eligible to obtain it by August 2016);
 Current BCI&I and FBI background checks;
 Attend a VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children Safe
Environment seminar;
Complete the online teaching application for the Diocese
of Columbus.Please contact Principal Mrs. Kelly Sagan
by e-mailing resume and letter of interest to:
ksagan@cdeducation.org.

Fr. Luke’s Bible Study is back with

The Acts of the Apostles
Meetings will be Tuesdays May 17 - June 14 at
2:00 p.m. in the Parish Center. Please preregister soon with Melanie Von Gunten (at
parish office ext. 15) so that we can order the
materials we need..

“Can you not watch one hour
with me, and pray?”

We need volunteers to watch and pray in the presence
of the exposed Blessed Sacrament Wednesdays, especially during the 3:30 –4:oo pm segment. If you can
help, please contact Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588.

St. Thomas Aquinas parish festival
this summer is scheduled for

June 9 — 11
This is the parish’s biggest fund-raiser of the
year, and all proceeds benefit parish families
with children in Bishop Fenwick School.
This can be a great community-builder for
the parish as well as for the school, and it is
also a lot of fun. Please come and enjoy.

To be eligible for tuition subsidy through the
parish, families must:
(1) be active members of the parish (i.e., attending Mass regularly on Sundays and holy days);
(2) be contributing financially through Sunday
collections, and
(3) contribute a combined 8 hours of assistance
in the planning and/or running of the parish
festival (or be otherwise involved significantly
in some sort of parish activities throughout the
year).

