
      Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
 
 

                                                  June 5, 2016/10th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 

 

 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
If you’ve been keeping up with the news, you will have heard the 
name Harambe recently. A tropical storm, you ask? A new Car-
ribean form of dance? No. A gorilla at the Cincinnati Zoo. Ha-
rambe had to be put down recently, you see, because somehow a 
small boy fell into the gorillas’ cage, and officials (understandably) 
feared for the boy’s life. Tranquilizing Harambe could have just 
enraged and provoked it, so shooting was the only option. The 
reaction on the part of some animal lovers has been—what’s the 
word?—shocking. Stunning. Scary. Some have threatened violent 
retaliation against the zookeepers and called the killing of the ape 
“murder.” There are all-night vigils for Harambe. It’s all fueled by 
24 hour news programming and the Internet, of course, but even 
so, to call the killing of an animal “murder” is deeply troubling; 
and all the ink spilled the world over by this story should tell us 
something disturbing about those among whom we live.  
 The zookeepers made the right call. We can all appreciate the 
beauty and innocence of animals and regret the need to kill the 
poor thing and still say that. In fact, we should say it even more 
strongly: that little boy’s life was worth infinitely more than the 
gorilla’s. Any human life is worth infinitely more than any animal’s 
life, for the simple reason that man is made in the image and like-
ness of God, destined for eternal life. And gorillas are not. And 
yet I would wager that many or most animal rights activists 
couldn’t be bothered to shed a tear for any one of the tens of thou-
sands of unborn babies slaughtered in abortion clinics all over the 
world—each and every day. But of course, no one shows those 
victims or their mothers on CNN or MSNBC, and without faith 
we only see what we want to see. The Devil works best by dis-
traction. Seems he’s doing a great job. 

About our patron Tommaso d’Aquino was born in 1225 in Roc-
casecca, Italy, of a noble family. At the age of five he was 
brought to the Benedictine Abbey of Monte Cassino to receive a 
thorough monastic education in view of his becoming a future 
abbot. But he discovered the Order of Friars Preachers and left 
the Abbey to join the recently-founded mendicant Order. His 
parents resisted and even abducted him and held him prisoner 
for a year. Unable to break his will, they released him and he 
went on to study under St. Albert the Great (also a Dominican) 
and eventually take the degree of Master of Theology at the 
University of Paris and later assume the Dominican chair of 
Theology at the same university—the most renowned theology 
faculty at the time. He taught at other universities in major 
cities as well (Rome, Cologne, Bologna) and was a participant 
in many major theological controversies of his day. His written 
works are numerous, the most well-known being his theological 
synthesis Summa theologiae. That work he left unfinished when 
he died March 7, 1274 en route to the Council of Lyons. He was 
declared a saint in 1323 and a doctor of the Church in 1567. He is 
the patron saint of universities and Catholic schools. 
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Baptisms 

Contact the pastor to schedule. First-time parents please also 

schedule a “pre-Jordan” preparation class 

Weddings  

Active parishioners contact the parish office no later than six 

months prior to the desired wedding date 

Eucharistic exposition 

Every Wednesday following the noon Mass until 7:00 p.m. 

Benediction. For information, and to volunteer to take hours 

of adoration, contact Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588 

Funeral luncheons 

Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at (740) 452-4454 

Rental information 

To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity Center (i.e. the school 

gym) contact Mary Ann Ewart at maewart@gmail.com or  

(740) 319-2449  

Pregnancy counseling 

Heartbeat Family Center/Pregnancy Distress: (740) 450-5437, 

www.heartbeats.org 

Rosary Altar Society 

Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501 

Prayer requests 

 (740) 454-2700, (740) 297-7164, (740) 588-0314, or (740) 

704-3136 

 

PARISH CLERGY: DOMINICAN FRIARS of the 
PROVINCE OF SAINT JOSEPH 
Fr. Peter Fegan, O.P. (Pastor) 

Fr. Luke Tancrell, O.P.  

Fr. Stephen Dominic Hayes, O.P. 

Fr. Christopher Saliga, O.P. 
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Please remember  
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church 

in your will 

Mass Intentions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead. 
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12. 

 

Sunday, June 5 
10th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
5:00pm (Sat.) Jim & Mary Ann McDonald  (Anniversary)  
7:00am Roy & Eleanor Teeters  (+) 
9:00am Eleanor Barone 
11:00am Fr. Luke Tancrell, O.P. 
6:00pm People of the parish 
Monday, June 6 
Feria  
8:00am Roy Teeters (+)  
12Noon Bob & Bette Mattingly  (+) 
Tuesday, June 7 
Feria 
8:00am Bob & Bette Mattingly  (+) 
12Noon Helen Akins (+)  
Wednesday, June 8 
Feria 
8:00am William Schneider  (+) 
12Noon John Hartnett (+)   
Thursday, June 9 
Feria 
8:00am Mike & Catherine Musselman  
12Noon Bob & Bette Mattingly  (+) 
Friday,  June 10 
Feria 
8:00am Cecil Mary Soller  (+)  
12Noon Barbara Murphy  (+)  
Saturday, June 11 
St. Barnabas, Apostle (M) 
9:00am Fr. Chris Saliga, O.P. 
Sunday, June 12 
11th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
5:00pm (Sat.) Dolores Montgomery (+)  
7:00am John & Anna Beardsley  (+) 
9:00am Barbara Phillis (+)        
11:00am James T. Fegan (+) 
6:00pm People of the parish 
 

Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. & 
6:00 p.m. Masses 

 

Weekly Calendar 
Sun, June 5 
Coffee & doughnuts (following 9 & 11 Masses) 
 

Mon, June 6 
7:00 p.m. Scouts (parish center) 
 

Tue, June 7 
2:00 p.m. Bible Study (Acts of the Apostles) 
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church) 
 

Wed, June 8 
Exposition of Blessed Sacrament following noon Mass  
(Benediction follows at 7:00 p.m.) 
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
 

Parish Finances 
May 29, 2016 
Envelopes  ........................................................ $6,995.38 
Loose .................................................................... 1,141.35 
Total .................................................................... 8,136.73 
[Other ..................................................................   225.00] 
Weekly Budget .................................................. 11,538.00 
This week’s deficit: ............................................ -3,401.27 

Thank you! 
  

(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The parish 
receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.) 

 
Upcoming second collections 
This weekend ...................... Catholic Home Missions 
June 26 ................................................... Peter’s Pence 
July 10 ............................... St. Vincent de Paul Society 

During the week of June 14-17, 

there will be no 8:00 A.M. MASS. 

Noon Mass only that week. 
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In today’s Gospel we hear of one of Jesus’ many miracles: 
the raising of the son of the widow of Nain. There are a few 
striking facts about this account. But first, a general princi-
ple we must always employ when reading the Scriptures: 
there’s more to the Lord, much more, that is recorded in the 
Gospels or anywhere in the New Testament. For example, 
there are just three times the Gospels mention explicitly 
that Jesus raised the dead: this one, the raising of the daugh-
ter of Jairus, and the raising of Lazarus. But we shouldn’t 
think that those are the only times Jesus ever worked this 
miracle. The Gospel of John tells us that there were many 
other things Jesus did that are not recorded in his Gospel. 
For all we know there may have been hundreds or thou-
sands of dead brought back to life by the Lord during his 
earthly ministry—and that’s only a foreshadowing of his 

coming again, when all the dead will be raised for glory or 
punishment, according to their deeds.  
 But in particular about this passage: notice that the dead 
man’s mother isn’t named, and doesn’t speak in the story at 
all. The account says that Jesus took pity “on her,”—not on 
the dead man—and spoke a life-giving word that revived 
him. Was he seeing in this poor widow his own mother, who 
as a widow would soon be robbed of her only son? No doubt 
he did. But he saw more than that. As perfect man, Jesus 
could sympathize perfectly with her grief, and the grief of all 
those who are bereft of their loved ones. In fact, his repug-
nance for the sin of the world and the death that is its conse-
quence is so much greater than ours. We must understand 
that. Jesus loves us more than we love ourselves; he loves 
our loved ones more than we ever could. So, his pain at our 
pain is greater than our pain itself, even if it is not emotion-
ally expressed as we tend to do. He has something greater 
to offer us than consoling tears: a remedy for death that is 
capable of uniting families and friends when this fleeting 
world has passed—we must die in his love to avail ourselves 
of that remedy. Death is horrible, but it’s not the worst 

thing that we could suffer. The absence of God is the worst 
thing we could suffer. 
 Secondly, no one asks Jesus to heal this young man, to 
bring him back to life. Often in the Gospels people approach 
Jesus to ask for healing, for themselves or for another. Not 
here. No one—not the woman, not anyone else in this funer-
al procession—ask Jesus for help. It’s entirely Jesus’ initia-
tive. Our spiritual healing—especially being brought back 
from a state of spiritual death, mortal sin—is always God’s 
initiative. We can no more gain the state of grace before 
baptism (or regain it after mortal sin) by our own efforts 
than a dead person could return to life on his own. There’s a 
reason it’s called “mortal” sin: it kills the life of grace. And 
what’s dead, can’t act, can’t speak, can’t do anything. 
 Thirdly, the crowd, we’re told, are gripped with fear and 
yet glorify God. It’s a strange combination, but then the 
Kingdom of God is mysterious. We see almost the same 
combination the morning of the Resurrection, when the dis-
ciples run from the empty tomb trembling with fear yet full 
of joy. That “fear” that is mentioned in both of these passag-
es is not any ordinary fear: it’s not the fear of something 
dangerous to ourselves, or evil. That kind of fear is simply a 
natural instinct to avoid what we perceive as bad for us. 
 But there’s another kind of fear, which would probably 
better be called “awe.” It’s the kind of fear that doesn’t repel 
but rivets your attention and draws you closer. This is a 
kind of fear that is linked to love. What the Gospel is refer-
ring to is the fear of the Lord that is mentioned all through 
Scripture, beginning in the Old Testament—and it’s called 
“the beginning of wisdom.” It’s not the end of wisdom, for 
the end of wisdom is union with God—but at the beginning, 
it’s fear. It’s the difference between the fear you might expe-
rience encountering a tiger up close on your trip to a remote 
village in India, and the “fear” you experience in unexpect-
edly and awkwardly meeting someone you’ve fallen in love 
with. You might gasp, feel momentarily paralyzed, the 
words catch in your throat, etc. There’s a power you stand 
mute before.  
 Well, that’s a very imperfect example, because people 
sooner or later get over being smitten by other human be-
ings, but if we ever “get over” that feeling of awe in the 
presence of God, it must be because we are joined with him 
forever (and I am sure the stirrings caused by that are even 
greater, though different)—or else because we are spiritual-
ly obtuse. The fear of the Lord is a mark of wisdom and per-
ceptiveness, not gullibility. And as far as the stammering 
and not knowing what to say: God himself will take care of 
that. He gives us his Spirit to teach us to pray. 
 If we recognize the fragility of our life, and yet trust in 
the power of the Lord over all things, we will be have that 
Fear of the Lord that is a gift of the Holy Spirit himself. 
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May 29, 2016 
 
Dear parishioners, 
 It’s time once again for us to answer the Bishop’s 
call for assistance in furthering the good works of the 
Diocese of Columbus. We are to renew our faith each 
day in prayer and work. Pope Francis in this Jubilee 
Year of Mercy has challenged us to take on the task of 
service to others and to do so with a joyful heart. The 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal this year provides us this op-
portunity for sharing our faith and the many gifts we 
have received from God with our brothers and sisters 
in need. It is a fundraising campaign in which we can 
be active participants in the work of God. We are a 
missionary Church meant to be attentive to the needs 
of others. Prayer brings us to an awareness of those 
needs and the plight of others, which should naturally 
lead us to action.   
 The theme this year is “Emmanuel—Be His Hope to 
Others—God with us,” and encourages each of us to be 
willing to be the hope so many are desperately look-
ing for. In sharing your material blessings, you will 
help to strengthen our ministries, educate our young 
people, support the vocations of those called to the 
priesthood and married life and bring comfort to the 
ill and the lonely. Without your support, none of this 
would be possible. 
 This weekend is the start of this year’s Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal. I ask you to please pray and consider a 
meaningful gift in support of this worthy and needed 
cause. Our parish goal this year is $74,420.75, which 
I am confident we can reach with everyone’s help. 
Every dollar that we raise over our parish goal will be 
returned to our parish to be used for the particular 
needs—for example, defraying the costs of the con-
crete work, helping install a new confessional, not to 
mention the project on the front doors. 
 May you be abundantly blessed in your commit-
ment to St. Thomas Aquinas parish, for your generos-
ity, for being His hope to others. May God bless you 
all. 
Sincerely , 
Fr. Peter Fegan, O.P. 
 
 
 
 

Sign language classes at St. Nicholas are suspended for 
the summer months—but will resume September 19th, 
at 5:30 p.m.  
 
The Office for Divine Worship of the Catholic Diocese of 
Columbus is sponsoring a day of reflection with EWTN 
personality Fr. Mitch Pacwa, SJ, entitled “Sacred Scrip-
ture in Worship:  Understanding God’s Word in the Life of 
the Church” on Saturday, June 25th from 8:00am-
4:30pm.  The event will be held at the Msgr. Kennedy Par-
ish Center at St. Agatha’s, 1860 Northam Rd, Colum-
bus.  Cost: $20.00. Includes continental breakfast, lunch 
and snacks.  Sign up available online via Eventbrite.  For 
more information call (614) 221-4640. 
 

Bishop  Rosecrans High School Athletics will be hosting 
a car show held at Bishop Rosecrans High School on Sat-
urday, June 25th. The event will feature a car show, live 
music and concessions and will run from 9:00 - 2:00 p.m. 
Contact: Rod Gibson at (740) 704-8990. 
 

39th Annual Diocesan Senior Citizens Celebration 
This year’s Senior Citizens Celebration is Monday, June 6, 
at St. Edward the Confessor Catholic Church, 785 Newark
-Granville Road in Granville. Bishop Campbell will cele-
brate Mass at 10:30 a.m., and lunch will follow. Registra-
tion is $10. Please send check payable to the Office for 
Social Concerns, Catholic Diocese of Columbus, 197 E. Gay 
Street, Columbus, OH 43215. Questions? Call (614) 241-
2540 or E-mail socmailbox@columbuscatholic.org.  
 

St. Thomas Food Pantry  Currently the food pantry is 
running low and is in need of nutritional items.  Please 
drop off all donations to the Parish Center.   
 

Daughters of Isabella will sponsor a Euchre Party on 
Tuesday, June 14th in the St. Nicholas Social Hall church 
basement. The doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the games 
begin at 7:00 p.m. There will be prizes and refreshments. 
All are welcome, men and women! Don’t know how to 
play? We’ll teach you! (The card party will replace this 
month’s regular meeting. The next meeting will be Tues-
day, July 12th at 6:00 p.m. in the St. Nicholas Parish 
Office.) 
 

Quilters - If anyone has an extra quilt top to donate to 
the Quilters, they would appreciate it. Please bring it to 
the Parish Office. 
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:  

Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan Barry,   

Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda 

Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Mary Lou 

Crawford, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, 

Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Bev-

erly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Her-

bert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Eileen Johnston, Henry 

Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall, 

Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone,  Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, 

Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour, 

Mary Lou Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta Silfko, Theresa 

Tracey, Teresa Woods 

 

800th Anniversary of the  
Order of Friars Preachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Province of Saint 

 Joseph, along with the Order of Preachers worldwide, will 

celebrate the 800th anniversary (or “Jubilee”) of the approba-

tion of the Dominican Order by Pope Honorius III in 

1216.  For more information, see jubilee.opeast.org 

“Can you not watch one 

hour with me, and pray?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

every Wednesday afternoon, following noon Mass 
until 7:00 p.m., with Benediction.   

Venite, adoremus. Come, let us adore. 

 
 

 

These items/services still needed for Festival : 
 
 
Irish Raffle donations:  Please consider donating new and unused 
items that fit these basket  themes. Items can be delivered to the 
parish office. 
 

 Superheroes – Superman or any Marvel comic character, 
Batman, Robin, Green Lantern,  or other comic character re-
lated items. 

 Disney stuff – Any Disney related item, toys, dolls, crafts, 
books. 

 Wine – Wine or cocktail-related items, glasses, coasters, drink 
mixes, napkins, bar items. 

 Art (for all ages) – Art supplies for people of all ages 
(including adults); adult coloring books, colored pencils, 
sketch pads, scrapbooking or card making supplies, ink pads, 
stamps, gel pens. 

 OSU stuff– Basket filled with any Ohio State Buckeye 
themed items. 

 Game night stuff– Board games, cards and card games, pop-
corn, candy. 

 Pet stuff – Pet items such as dog and cat treats and toys, food/
water bowl, pet store gift card. 

 Kitchen stuff– Kitchen items such as colorful utensils, coffee, 
tea, cake or muffin mixes, gourmet food items, pot holders, 
kitchen towels. 

 Garden stuff – Garden related items such as seed packets, 
hand tools, sunscreen, flower pot, garden gloves, plant food. 

 Soft Drinks - For  the children’s Games. 

 Baked Goods - For the Cake Wheel    

 Children’s Games – Children’s games is in need of 2-liter 
soft drinks and gently used stuffed animals.  

 
These items may be delivered to the parish office UP UNTIL 
TUESDAY JUNE 8 between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 


