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PASTOR’S CORNER
I will be away this weekend, and until the beginning of July, in fact. By next weekend, we’ll have Fr. Nicholas with
us again, whom many remember from previous visits. Fr.
Athanasius Murphy, one of the eleven newly ordained
priests of the province, will be here the beginning of August.
Things were very busy here the first couple weeks of
June: first of all, there were festival preparations, as we all
know, but at the same time we had the demolition of the
old ramp alongside the church and the moving of grades K3 up to Main Street and the move of pre-K down here—
and all of that was highly time-sensitive because of the inspection that had to take place by June 20 (or so we were
told—as I write this on June 21 the inspectors haven’t
shown up yet). The first floor of the school building has
been rapidly and skilfully revamped to suit the needs of the
young tots—thanks to the teachers who have been very
hands-on, as well as our own maintenance staff, who have
done some nifty carpentry.
Back to Fr. Athanasius, our summer priest—I asked
him to come up with a theme for a lecture series (as most of
our summer brothers and priests have done recently), and
he’ll be giving a series on Evangelization. I’ve asked him to
give particular helps to people here on how they can evangelize family members—or bring them back to the faith,
which often is pretty much the same thing. I know that
many people in this parish have aching hearts over their
loved ones who have stopped practicing the Catholic
faith—sometimes their children, in some cases parents.
Never forget that there’s no “technique” that is going to
bring someone back—although learning what to say and
what not to say can help. Evangelizing—and that includes
“re-evangelizing”—is like prayer. It’s ultimately a matter of
love of God, and love of neighbor. Love covers a multitude
of sins, and will cover a multitude of mistakes in your approach if you make any. Don’t know what to say? Don’t
want to make a bad situation worse? Afraid you’ll get shot
down or bested in an argument? The best thing you can do
for those people in your life, or anyone, is to lift them up in
prayer, and follow the Holy Spirit’s lead, should he prompt
you to say something. Sometimes the situation between
you and a loved one may have soured to the point that all
you can do, really, is pray. I think we all know that situation. You’re not abdicating your responsibility if you decide
that your words with another person are no longer of any
avail. It’s one thing to refuse to reach out with Gospel
truth to another person because you don’t believe it, or perhaps are embarrassed by it. It’s another thing altogether if
you think you might be unduly driving someone further
away because you don’t trust your ability to navigate a particularly complicated relationship, or you don’t have a good
answer. Pray: and then let God be God.
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Sunday: 5:00 p.m. (Sat.),
7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m., and 6:00 p.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. & 12:00 noon
Saturday & civic holidays: 9:00 a.m.
Holy Days: Consult bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Monday-Friday: 11:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 a.m. & 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m., following Benediction
No confessions on holidays or days Benediction is cancelled

EMERGENCY LINE: (740) 607-8863
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. Closed weekends and holidays
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Maintenance and cemetery grounds
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Baptisms Contact the pastor to schedule. First-time parents
please also schedule a “pre-Jordan” preparation class
Weddings Active parishioners contact the parish office no
later than six months prior to the desired wedding date
Eucharistic exposition Every Wednesday following the noon
Mass until 7:00 p.m. Benediction. For information, and to
volunteer to take hours of adoration, contact Regina Cano at
(614) 582-8588
Funeral luncheons Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at (740)
452-4454
Rental information To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity Center (i.e. the school gym) contact Mary Ann Ewart at
maewart@gmail.com or (740) 319-2449
Pregnancy counseling Heartbeat Family Center/Pregnancy
Distress: (740) 450-5437, www.heartbeats.org
Rosary Altar Society Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501
Prayer requests (740) 454-2700, (740) 297-7164, (740) 5880314, or (740) 704-3136
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Weekly Calendar
Sun, June 26
K of C Breakfast (after all Sunday a.m. Masses)
Mon, June 27
7:00 p.m. Scouts (parish center)

Mass Intentions
It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead.
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12.
Sunday, June 26
13th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Ray Hankins (+)
7:00am
Mary Garrett (+)
9:00am
Mick Norris (+)
11:00am
Josie Basalla (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Monday, June 27
Feria
8:00 a.m.
William Schneider (+)
12Noon
Ryan & Andrea Fitzpatrick
Tuesday, June 28
St. Irenaeus, bishop & martyr (M)
8:00 a.m.
John Strohl Jr. (+)
12Noon
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
Wednesday, June 29
SS. PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES (S)
8:00 a.m.
Wanda Lynn Family
12Noon
Nicholas & Jason Honeywell
Thursday, June 30
First martyrs of Roman Church (Opt. M.)
8:00 a.m.
Dan Chuhna Family
12Noon
Mary H. Imlay (+)
Friday, July 1
St. Junipero Serra, priest (Opt. M.)
8:00 a.m.
Lela Beatty (+)
12Noon
Mark Stephen Thompson (+)
Saturday, July 2
Feria
9:00am
Margaret Yerman (+)
Sunday, July 3
14th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Michael Strohl (+)
7:00am
Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am
Mike Nelson (+)
11:00am
Josie Basalla (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. &
6:00 p.m. Masses

Tue, June 28
Fr. Luke’s Bible Study on hiatus—will resume July 12
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
NEXT MONDAY, JULY 4th, THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF INDEPENDENCE DAY

Parish Finances
June 19, 2016
Envelopes ........................................................ $8,108.38
Loose ..................................................................... 984.25
Total ................................................................... 9,092.63
[Other .................................................................. 1,313.25]
Weekly Budget.................................................. 11,538.00
This week’s deficit: ............................................ 2,445.37

Thank you!
(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The
parish receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Upcoming second collections
This Weekend........................................ Peter’s Pence
July 10 ...............................St. Vincent de Paul Society
August 7 .............................. Church in Latin America
August 21 ..........................St. Vincent de Paul Society

Please remember
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church
in your will
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T

he Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul is observed this Wednesday, June 29. These two chief apostles have
shared a feast day since the first century of Christianity, though East and West did not not always share the
same date for the celebration. The Eastern Church used to celebrate it during Christmastide, on December 28
(the day we now mark as the feast of the Holy Innocents). The Roman Church celebrated at least from the
third century on June 29, and that is the day that both East and West now celebrate it. Both these great apostles were
called by the Lord, and sent to preach: Peter at the outset of Jesus’ public ministry, Paul after the resurrection. They had
diverse backgrounds: Peter the fisherman, and Paul the tentmaker (yet a very learned tentmaker, having studied Sacred
Scripture at the feet of the Pharisee Gamaliel); and yet both loved Christ and held the world’s blandishments in contempt,
for both died a martyr’s death for their Lord—there is even some early tradition, unsubstantiated, that both died the same
day.
Notice also this key similarity between the two: both needed to be called out of ignorance to a deeper understanding of
the divine plan. Peter famously couldn’t wrap his head around Christ’s prediction that he would be handed over to evil
men for torture and crucifixion (can any of us claim we wouldn’t have had the same hesitation?). Paul in his zeal for Israel’s covenant persecuted the early Church as if it were a deadly heresy, only to receive a revelation from God: that Jesus
shared equality with God yet gladly “emptied himself” to come among us and suffer, and is now the risen Lord in whom
alone there is salvation. And he spent his life preaching him, incurring hatred and risking death at every turn, as did Peter—and as did all the apostles, who traveled to the ends of the known world with the Good News of salvation. Let us
take the occasion of this feast day to ask God for a portion of their courage and love. —Fr. Peter
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Have your home enthroned to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus

“Behold the heart which has so loved the human
race, ... and been repaid with ingratitude, indifference, sacrilege, coldness, and contempt.”
Enthronement is a ceremony in which Jesus is invited into your home
and given authority over your household. It is an act of homage to
Jesus, the King of Kings, and a recognition of his lordship over all
human life. It is a way of making reparation for all those who have
“dethroned” Christ in our world, and an image is set up in a place of
honor in your home.
“I will reign through my heart, despite Satan and his agents.”
—the Lord to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
Jesus told St. Margaret Mary that he would bless each home where he
was honored in this way. As the family receive Jesus in the Eucharist
at Holy Mass, Jesus desires through his image to remain present spiritually in their home, “the domestic Church.” The image thus enthroned is more than a picture: it is a window onto Heaven, by which
the Lord draws us to the Father and enlightens us on earth with divine
truth.
“If anyone loves me, my Father will love him and we will come
to him and make our home with him.” —Jn 14: 23
You will be provided with all you need for the enthroning.
One of the priests of the parish will visit your home as part of the Enthronement. For more information on the practice of enthroning your
home to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, visit
www.sacredheartcolumbus.org or contact Trinidad and Regina
Cano at (614) 582-8588 or Ron and Maria Horn at (740) 962-5955.

A Wonderful Look into U.S.
Navy & Marine Corps Life
By: Fr. Chris Saliga, O.P.
(Veteran: USA 1984-88 & USN-USMC 1990-98)
Fr. Joseph Scordo, O.P. pastored St Thomas Aquinas
Parish here in Zanesville, OH from 1975-81. Lovingly remembered by so many as Papa Joe, he eventually
served a full 20-year career as a U.S. Navy Catholic
Chaplain. In that role, he lovingly placed his boots on
the ground in Afghanistan with the United States Marine Corps in early response to the tragic “9/11.”
Earlier this year, he published a gem of a book entitled Postcards from a Navy Chaplain. Within its readerfriendly pages, he treats us to a real look into wonderful pre- and post- “9/11” aspects of U.S. Navy and
Marine Corps life.
Why read it? Those who have not served in the
military will better know and appreciate U.S. Navy
and Marine Corps life, most especially the great people who comprise it. High school- and college-aged
folks can clearly see a real path toward their own
flourishing through service to a cause far greater than
“self.” Those of us who have served are left with gratitude for the gift of having done so with so many terrific people.
Since we celebrate the gift of our freedom in just a
couple of weeks on July 4th, “now” is the perfect time
to read Postcards from a Navy Chaplain by Fr. Joseph
Scordo, O.P. You can purchase a copy on amazon.com.
Thanks to Fr. Joseph’s generosity, all the proceeds
from the book go to support our Dominican student
brothers preparing for priesthood in Washington,
D.C. That’s a cause worthy of our full support.

Mike Helfer’s Summer Basketball School
at the YMCA-Newark

July 11-15

Open to boys K-8
Grades K-2: $50
Grades 3-8: $90
(includes T-shirt and basketball)
For more information:
Call (229) 560-8506 or
E-mail mrhelfer@valdosta.edu
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan Barry,
Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda
Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary Cowden, Mary Lou
Crawford, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar,
Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck, Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Eileen Johnston, Henry
Long, David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall,
Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak,
Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour,
Mary Lou Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta Silfko, Theresa
Tracey, Teresa Woods

Please pray for the recently deceased of the parish:
Mary Louise Crawford, John O. Mattingly, RIP (both died
June 19)

Mass and Holy Hour for Religious
Freedom—June 29
As part of the national Fortnight for Freedom, a
special Mass for religious freedom will be celebrated Wednesday, June 29, 5:15 p.m., at St. Joseph Cathedral in Columbus (212 E. Broad St.) Mass will be
followed by a holy hour (beginning with Rosary) of
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. All are invited to participate in this special
evening of prayer. For more information, contact
the Cathedral at (614) 224-1295 or the diocesan
Office of Social Concerns at (614) 241-2540. For
more information about the Fortnight for Freedom,
visit www.fortnight4freedom.org.

A couple of notes about saints...
This week we celebrate Junipero Serra as a saint
for the first time—he was canonized last September by Pope Francis during his visit to the United
States.
St. Mary Magdalen’s day has been raised to the
status of a Feast (up until now a Memorial). It always confused me that so important a figure as she
was in the Gospels could have received less than a
feast. I guess Pope Francis thought the same way.
—Fr. Peter

“Can you not watch one
hour with me, and pray?”

We have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
every Wednesday afternoon, following noon Mass
until 7:00 p.m., with Benediction.
Venite, adoremus. Come, let us adore.

800th Anniversary of the
Order of Friars Preachers

Until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Province of Saint
Joseph, along with the Order of Preachers worldwide, will
celebrate the 800th anniversary (or “Jubilee”) of the approbation of the Dominican Order by Pope Honorius III in
1216. For more information, see jubilee.opeast.org

