Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
July 17, 2016/16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
PASTOR’S CORNER

I’m taking a couple of pages of this Sunday’s bulletin to
revisit something that’s been weighing on my heart for a
long time, especially since coming here to St. Thomas Aquinas. When you’re a pastor, you see a lot of things you don’t
as an associate.
What’s so difficult to witness is the loss of an understanding of the importance of marriage in the lives of many
people. I mean especially the importance of the role the
Church plays in marriage. It happens very often that people
come to me wanting to have a child baptized, and it transpires in the course of a conversation that the couple were
never married in the Church. Sometimes it’s because of
problems they were having with God or the Church, or
sometimes their parents. And then when kids come along
they repent and are ready to get serious about their lives,
and the Church, and being Catholic. Those are happy moments for a priest—when someone comes back.
But what I’ve experienced more often than not is that
many couples don’t even realize that, if they’re Catholic,
there are certain things you’re supposed to do when getting
married. You’re supposed to talk to your parish priest.
You’re supposed to go through a thorough marriage preparation, including a thorough catechesis on marriage as a vocation to holiness. You should be taking the counsel of wise
people. You should stay close to the sacraments of confession and Eucharist—something every Catholic should do,
but especially during courtship and engagement, when vehement emotions can subvert judgment.
Many couples come to me, and when I discover they’re
not validly married, I say, “didn’t you know you were supposed to get married in the Church?” Um, no. “No one said
you should talk to a priest before getting married? Seriously? Not your parents? Your grandparents?” Nope, nope, and
nope. This is a different kind of problem—ignorance of
Christian life, pure and simple. Of course, if these young
couples were never taught, and never taught practicing the
faith, they themselves aren’t to blame, and if their parents
also weren’t taught, neither are they.
I’m not out to blame anyone, but to me it’s still sad and
alarming that such fundamentals of the Catholic faith are
not passed on—and this really is fundamental stuff, not difficult theological matters. What the Church teaches about
marriage is meat and potatoes. I don’t know how this can
happen, but it’s part of my job to give witness to the truth of
Christ, the Church, and the sacraments. And I’m glad to do
so, even under the circumstances of such a breakdown in the
transmission of the faith from generation to generation.
So, this Sunday and the next two I’m sharing some reflections on marriage, and some questions I try to answer as
best as I can. I hope this helps.
Please: if you yourself, or some Catholic in your family,
is married outside the Church, please talk to us. We can
help you. That’s what we’re here for. That’s why we became priests.

PARISH PRIESTS: DOMINICAN FRIARS
of the PROVINCE OF SAINT JOSEPH
Fr. Peter Fegan, O.P. (Pastor), Fr. Luke Tancrell, O.P.
Fr. Stephen Dominic Hayes, O.P., Fr. Christopher Saliga, O.P.

MASSES
Sunday: 5:00 p.m. (Sat.),
7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 a.m., and 6:00 p.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. & 12:00 noon
Saturday & civic holidays: 9:00 a.m.
Holy Days: Consult bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Monday-Friday: 11:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
Saturday: 8:30-9:00 a.m. & 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m., following Benediction
No confessions on holidays or days Benediction is cancelled

EMERGENCY LINE: (740) 607-8863
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. Closed weekends and holidays

PARISH STAFF
Secretary
Mrs. Sheila Branson (ext. 10)
parish@aquinaszanesville.org
Bookkeeper
Ms. Tam Bowman (ext. 33)
accountant@aquinaszanesville.org
Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Melanie Von Gunten (ext. 15)
dresta1842@gmail.com
Music Director
Maintenance and cemetery grounds
Mr. Bruce Paul
Baptisms Contact the pastor to schedule. First-time parents
please also schedule a “pre-Jordan” preparation class
Weddings Active parishioners contact the parish office no
later than six months prior to the desired wedding date
Eucharistic exposition Every Wednesday following the noon
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Weekly Calendar
Sun, July 17
Coffee & doughnuts (following 9 & 11 Masses)
Mon, July 18
7:00 p.m. Prayer Group (parish center)

Mass Intentions
It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead.
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12.
Sunday, July 17
16th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
John & Peg Mattingly (+)
7:00am
Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am
Paul Carpenter (+)
11:00am
Marianna Russo (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Monday, July 18
Feria
8:00am
12Noon

Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)

Tuesday, July 19
Feria
8:00am
12Noon

Bob & BetteMattingly (+)
Julia Hankins (+)

Wednesday, July 20
Feria
8:00am
Shirley Davy (+)
12Noon
Gerry Kuhn (+)
Thursday, July 21
Feria
8:00am
Glendon Brown (+)
12Noon
The Mallett Family (+)
Friday, July 22
SAINT MARY MAGDALENE (F)
8:00am
George Brooks (+)
12Noon
Barbara Phillis (+)

Tue, July 19
2:00 p.m. Bible Study (Acts of the Apostles)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
Wed, July 20
Eucharistic exposition following noon Mass
7:00 p.m. Benediction
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal
Sat, July 23
Sun, July 24
K of C breakfast after all morning Masses!

Parish Finances
July 10, 2016
Envelopes .............................................................$8,460.38
Loose ..........................................................................962.00
Total ......................................................................... 9,422.38
2nd collection (St. V. de P.) ...................................... 1,457.33
[Total other ................................................................ 920.44]
Weekly Budget ....................................................... 11,538.00
This week’s deficit ....................................................-2,115.62

Thank you!
(Note: collection total does not reflect electronic donations. The
parish receives $3,230.00 monthly through automatic electronic deposits.)

Upcoming second collections
August 7 ................................... Church in Latin America
August 21 ...............................St. Vincent de Paul Society
September 11 ...........................St. Vincent de Paul Society

Saturday, July 23
Feria
9:00am
Mary Swope (+)
Sunday, July 24
17th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Patrick & Dolores Finan (+)
7:00am
Roy & Mary Miller (+)
9:00am
Merrill & Cecelia Morrison (+)
11:00am
Michael E. Nestor (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. &
6:00 p.m. Masses

Please remember
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church
in your will
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Christian Marriage: A Union Made by Christ
Something that all priests deal with a lot is marriage problems. And problem marriages.
Sometimes that just means counseling a couple going
through a rough patch. But more and more frequently, it
means something more substantive: getting an invalid
marriage validated. This is certainly something that I
have dealt with a lot. Sometimes it’s a matter of Catholics
who have renounced the faith not wanting Catholic rites,
and then later returning to the faith. But sometimes it’s
matter of non-practicing (or rarely practicing) Catholics
simply not knowing that their marriages are not valid unless done in accordance with Church law. Nothing can be
taken for granted today: what every Catholic gradeschooler used to know from his Baltimore Catechism many adult Catholics
today are completely ignorant of.
There are reasons for this breakdown
in teaching, but for now I’d like to explain here as briefly as possible just
what the Church teaches to be necessary for Catholics to marry validly.
The first place for every Catholic
couple (or every couple where at least
one party is Catholic) to start is the
local parish. Talk to your parish priest—because it’s the
local pastor that has jurisdiction over all marriages of
Catholics contracted in said parish boundaries. Do not look
for a priest on the Internet who will perform a wedding on
the beach for you—no bishop in the world is going to allow Catholics in his diocese to get married on the beach,
and any priest who advertises his chops on the web is a
fraud, period. Such priests may be validly ordained, but
that’s not all that’s needed: a priest or deacon also needs
faculties from the local bishop. Any “marriages” by a minister not recognized by the local bishop (who represents
Christ) is no marriage at all. That’s what “invalid marriage” means, after all: null, a non-marriage, a big zero.
Even if recognized by Muskingum County or the State of
Ohio, a Catholic cannot have any kind of valid marriage at
all except in and through the Church.
One of the traditional precepts of the Church is “to observe the laws of the Church regarding marriage.” That
phrasing used to strike me as funny: like road signs that
say “Obey All Road Signs.” If you don’t obey road signs to
begin with, you won’t obey that one, right? And if you
don’t already observe the Church’s laws, you won’t obey
her laws on marriage, right? But they’re not useless. Such
imperatives can have the effect of snapping one out of lazy
habits of mind and saying “pay attention!”, even when,
naturally, we should always be paying attention to what
we’re doing. So, saying “Observe the laws of the Church
regarding marriage” is a way of calling attention to the
fact that the Church has a quite sophisticated body of law
and doctrine concerning marriage, accumulated over the
years and much corporate experience.
The Catholic Church takes marriage very seriously

indeed, and the reason is obvious from chapter 19 of the
Gospel of Matthew: Pharisees came up to him and tested him
by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any cause?” The
pharisees allege that Moses commanded husbands to give
their wives a bill of divorce, but Jesus replies that Moses
only acted thus because of the hardness of men’s hearts,
and that in fact “from the beginning,” it was not so—God
created them male and female, and in marriage two become one flesh. So, if any man divorces his wife and marries another he commits adultery, and if any woman divorces her husband and marries another, she commits
adultery. Marriage is a great thing, and great things when
corrupted or ruined are capable of doing the most harm.
Marriage is for life—i.e., until the
death of one of the spouses. No human
power can dissolve marriage, because
no mere human power can make a marriage. It is God who makes marriage,
who brings two people together and
makes them “one flesh,” and thus God
alone has the power to unmake a marriage: what God has joined together, man
must not tear asunder. But of course man
has been tearing at marriage since the
fall, and will continue to pretend to have say-so over this
fundamental social institution.
Is it bad news, Jesus’ word on marriage? It’s understandable why some would think so, and in fact there were
a few in the audience that day that said to Jesus, “if this is
how things are between a man and wife, it’s better not to
marry.” Well, in fact, the Gospel tells us there is a higher
path than marriage (Jesus never married), but these people
were right for the wrong reason. Their reasoning was
this: if marriage is something you can’t leave once you’re
in, it’s better not even to go down that road. Better not to
use your freedom at all than spend it on anything. But isn’t this attitude simply the problem with our age? It’s selfishness, therefusing to dare something great. It’s also fearful—of what the future may hold, which we can never
know. No one should presume anything so important
without calling on God’s help, of course, for that would be
mere presumption. But timidity in the face of commitment
is one of the great ailments of our spiritually ignorant
morally enervated era. And so, half of all marriages end on
the rocks of divorce; priestly and religious vocations are
similarly ill-fated; and of course children see the hesitation
of the adults around them and grow up lacking the courage that is our birthright as believers in Jesus’ cross and
resurrection. We live among fearful people—without faith,
we would be, too—and the hedonism we see is a pitiful
attempt to forget things feared: a life spent on making
money, lovelessness, loneliness, eventual death. But we are
more than what we can measure, and what John the Evangelist says about Christian life in general is especially true
of how to enter into and live a marriage: there is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear.

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
July 17, 2016/16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Q & A about Marriage in the Catholic Church
Q. What does the Church teach that marriage is?
The Church defines marriage as the consortium totius vitae, the
sharing of the whole of life, by a man and a woman who enter
into that union by the mutual expression of their consent. It is a
sharing of the “whole” of life in two senses: length and breadth,
that is, for the duration of their lives from that point on (until
one of them dies), and the whole expanse of of their lives, sharing not only their bodies with one another but their minds and
hearts as well. Marriage is both a natural reality ordained by
God at the beginning of creation for the bringing forth of new
members of the human race through sexual union, and a sacrament instituted by Christ for the baptized, to sanctify everything
in the common life of husband and wife, helping them with his
grace to bring themselves and one another to heaven. It is a lifelong (until death) union of a man and a woman.
Q. Who can get married?
Any unmarried person who is of legal age and otherwise free of
impediments is eligible to marry. Impediments to marry are
conditions that render one incapable of marrying, or at least of
marrying a certain intended spouse. For example, someone who
is already married cannot get married. A man in Holy Orders or
a solemnly professed member of a religious community cannot
marry. These two are intrinsic impediments—such a person
cannot marry anyone at all. There are also impediments that
affect just individual cases. For example, you and your sibling
may both be free to marry, but obviously you are ineligible to
marry each other. To marry validly, both the individual parties
and the couple themselves must be free of impediments.
Q. Can Catholics marry non-Catholics?
Yes, provided the necessary permissions and/or dispensations
are granted. (Marrying a non-Christian does involve an impediment, but one that can be dispensed by the Church.) Since unity
of life—and salvation—is imperiled by a difference of religoius
practice, Catholics may marry baptized non-Catholics with a
simple “mixed religion” permission from the local bishop, and
may marry non-baptized persons with a “disparity of cult” dispensation. And the marriage must be done according to Catholic form—witnessed by a priest or deacon having faculties from
the local bishop, unless this, too, is dispensed by the local bishop.
Q. How can these dispensations be obtained?
By your parish priest who does your marriage preparation. Talk
to him about all these concerns. He’ll ask you everything required, too, so nothing will be missed. This is why conferring
with the priest is necessary.
Q. Can a priest forbid a couple to get married if he doesn’t
think they’re a good match, or for other reasons?
No. If a priest discovers an impediment, he must forbid the marriage—for in that case, they’re ineligible. But if a man and woman are individually eligible to marry, and eligible to marry one
another, they have a right to marry. It’s their decision, not the
priest’s. A priest is not necessarily in a better position to know
such things about a couple than the couple themselves, or their
family or close friends. The main thing that the priest is supposed to do is to strengthen the freedom of the couple so that
their wedding, and marriage, be as fulfilling as can be, objectively. What does that mean? Well, first of all, he has to verify the
objective, extrinsic freedom of the couple (i.e., that they’re free

of impediments). He also is supposed to nurture their interior
freedom by giving them the full truth about marriage as taught
by the Church, and try as best he can to help the couple think
deeply about the decision they’re making, so that on the wedding day, at the exchange of vows, they can give themselves to
one another and receive each other with the kind of freedom
that comes from knowing and fully embracing what they’re doing, rather than simply being “in love.” Marriage is something
very practical, and bad things happen when people marry without thinking through things and discussing things thoroughly.
Other people can help: your parents, your friends, other people
whose marriages you admire, as well as your priests—as Pope
John Paul II said, what priests lack in first-hand experience of
marriage is more than compensated for in the wide and deep
second-hand exprerience we have through counseling, the sacrament of Penance, and other forms of pastoral care—not to
mention special graces that come from the sacrament of Holy
Orders.
Q. What’s different about marriage for Catholics, and why
does the Church have its own laws about marriage?
Baptism makes us a new creation, and so we’re different from
the non-baptized, and our lives are different from theirs. Or
should be. We’ve been reborn in Christ, taken on a new life. Our
marriages are supposed to be better, more fulfilling, because we
live in Christ. A marriage between two baptized persons is a
sacrament—meaning it produces grace for the couple, the help of
God in difficult times. Marriage that are non-sacramental can
still be valid, but they do not give grace in and of themselves.Because marriage is a vocation, and because vocations can
be lived out well or badly, the Church takes an interest in the
marriages of her own members. Moreover, life in a family is
how the faith is passed on (or fails to be passed on). Just as the
state has a compelling interest in regulating marriage for the
stability of society, the Church has an even greater interest in
the marriages of Catholic Christians for the sake of the salvation
of souls.
Q. So what can Catholics in invalid unions do?
Sometimes the situation can be remedied by having the marriage blessed by the Church—the proper term for this is
“convalidation,” wherein a priest will prepare a couple and then
receive their vows. But this can only be done in cases where the
marriage was contracted without proper form, and there are
otherwise no impediments. In cases where there are impediments (say, where a man is divorced and his wife is still alive),
there is no way for the invalid union to be rectified. Sometimes
it happens that there are children born of that union, making
the situation all the more messy and painful. But because a situation may be painful doesn’t mean it is hopeless. There is no
such thing as an unavoidable moral dilemma: you can always
renounce sin, though it may be very difficult. People in such
unions have two paths of recourse. First, they could separate.
Difficult? Yes, of course, especially if there are children, but
they’re not truly married after all, and God doesn’t command
the impossible but lavishes his grace on those who strive to live
according to the truth. Secondly, they could live out their married days in continence—renouncing sexual relations as long as
the first spouse lives. Again, this is a difficult thing to do (and
separation is a better solution), but it is possible—and again, the
grace of God is there to help those who turn to him.
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan
Barry, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary
Cowden, Mary Lou Crawford, Michael Curtis, Ernestine
Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, Marcy DuBeck,
Betty Fedor, Jenni Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel
Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol
Hoffman, Patricia Huck, Eileen Johnston, Henry Long,
David Macenko, Dolores Mahon, Josephine Marshall,
Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta, George and Barb
Ridenour, Mary Lou Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta
Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Theresa Woods, Terri Woods

Saints Alive!
Vacation Bible School

Bi-Monthly Healing Mass on July 18 at Saint Joseph
Cathedral: A Mass of Healing and Healing Service will be
celebrated on Monday, July 18, 6:30 p.m. at Saint Joseph
Cathedral, 212 East Broad Street, Columbus. Following the
Mass, a Service of healing will begin with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, Veneration of relic of the True Cross of
Christ, followed by an opportunity for each person to speak
with a priest and receive prayer for what they seek healing
for; the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will also be
available. The Service of Healing will close with Benediction. All persons who seek Christ’s healing are invited –
especially those who suffer with physical illness and infirmities, in addition to those in need of emotional and spiritual
healing. All caregivers, family members, and members of
the medical community are invited as well. Future bimonthly healing Masses are scheduled to take place at the
Cathedral on September 18 and November 20. Parking is
available at the rear of the Cathedral off East Gay Street;
handicap accessible elevator is located in the courtyard
(west side of the Cathedral) on East Broad Street.

Zanesville Supermoms!
Moms of any age are invited to check out a new Facebook
Group called "Zanesville Supermoms!" This page was started by a group of Catholic moms who are seeking to build
community with other local families. The Facebook page is
a place where we can post events we'd like to share with the
group (play dates, trips to the zoo, family picnics, etc.). We
th
th
can also post prayer requests, interesting articles, and so
July 25 – July 29
forth.
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
We know motherhood is not always easy and we often
in Rosary Hall (the Church basement) need each other to make it through the day. Our hope is
for Pre-school (ages 4 & up) through that the more mommas who connect through this group,
6th grade
the more opportunities we'll have to get together! If you
To pre-register, call Melanie Von Gunten have any questions about the group, or do not have access
at (740) 453-3301, ex. 15
to Facebook but would still like to be "in the loop," you can
call or text Jess Stanish at (765) 543-8771. UPCOMING
EVENT: Join us for a pizza play date at Dillon Park Playground (by the beach) on Friday, July 29, at 11:30am. Please
Hiring at Bishop Fenwick School
bring $5/family for pizza and RSVP on the Facebook page
Bishop Fenwick School is currently accepting applications for or by contacting Jess so we know how much pizza to get.
the positions of 3rd grade teacher and Intervention Specialist. Hope to see you there!
Requirements for this position:
 an appropriate state of Ohio teaching license (or be eligi- Faith On Tap Card Party!
ble to obtain it by August 2016);
Come and join St. Thomas young adults with a card party
hosted at the home of Paul and Luciana Thompson 2pm on
 Current BCI&I and FBI background checks;
Sunday, July 24. Bring a friend! Bring a small snack or
 Attend a VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children Safe Envidrinks to share, if you’d like, but not necessary. We’ll have a
ronment seminar;
few decks going and 3-4 tables ready. For directions, or
Complete the online teaching application for the Diocese of
with any questions, feel free to call Luciana at (505) 980Columbus. Please contact Principal Mrs. Kelly Sagan by e8567. Hope to see you then!
mailing resume and letter of interest to: ksagan@cdeducation.org.

Be a part of God’s
All-Star Team
this summer

