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PASTOR’S CORNER
We live in disturbing times—as we all know. Events
international and domestic that hit the headlines can be
hard to understand. The murder of policemen in the line of
duty, which has happened several times just in these summer months—and which I have no doubt will keep happening—should move us all to pray for the poor families deprived of husbands and fathers, but most of all for the sick
souls who commit such evil. And then there’s ISIS, who
commit some kind of atrocity on a weekly basis or more.
And this is to say nothing of the hidden evils that get no
press, such as the thousands of unborn children murdered
daily in this country, and with sanction of man’s “law.” And
the many lives destroyed by pornography (on both sides of
the screen). What kind of “society” do we have when the
last two are widely accepted as normal, or at least as victimless crimes? The fascination with zombies in TV and
film these days is no lie: we live amid zombies. We walk
beside them every day, women who have become like walking dead, their hearts torn out by complicity in the death of
their own children, men whose brains are fried on something worse than narcotics. These are your co-workers and
friends. The solution is not to throw up a wall and ghettoize ourselves into safe little enclaves. The answer is to be in
the world without becoming assimilated to it. Which is
very much like swimming in sewage without getting sick.
Only God can inoculate us against such toxic forces.
We are called to be the light of the world and the salt of
the earth, and salt isnt’ good for much if it stays in its lonely shaker, and, as Jesus tells us, a lamp isn’t meant to be
covered with a basket. It’s meant to shine. But we’re not
supposed to trust our own strength, but be connected to
the source of life always: Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord. If we
want to survive this world’s baleful influences, and especially if we want to be apostles of God’s love to our neighbor,
we need to spend time being transformed by prayer. Can
you imagine what would happen if every Catholic in the
world—or even just in Zanesville—spent an hour in meditation and prayer before the Blessed Sacrament weekly? Do
you think that diplomacy is going to stop Islamists from
raping girls and decapitating Christians? That’s a mission
beyond human power. Only God can turn hearts. And praying to our heavenly Father for our world, as well as our
family and friends, is what he tells us to do: “ask, and you
shall receive.” We need to be connected to the source of life
ourselves before we can be sources of life to our neighbor.
What greater way can we energize ourselves for the struggle that by attentive and assiduous prayer? Would that
every member of our parish took advantage of our weekly
hours of Eucharistic adoration. The Lord is here for you,
and for me. No matter how many millions of people may
pray at once, he can give undivided attention to each and
every one—for he is our Lord and our God. And he cares
for us.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP All parishioners should
participate fully in parish life (this especially means worshipping at Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation), be registered here, and support the parish.We
often get requests for recommendations and permissions for parishioners to serve as godparents and sponsors. If we don’t know you, we can’t give that testimony on your behalf. You may have been baptized here
(or gone to Catholic schools) but you need to be currently practicing and registered in your local parish
(children are obviously registered with their parents;
adults need to make their own arrangements). The
Church requires that baptisms and marriages be celebrated in one’s own parish. If one is not an active parishioner, problems could arise at those important
times.
Baptisms Usually 1st and 3rd Sundays. Contact the pastor
to schedule. First-time parents please also schedule a “preJordan” preparation class.
Weddings Active parishioners contact the parish office no
later than six months prior to the desired wedding date.
Eucharistic exposition Every Wednesday following the
noon Mass until 7:00 p.m. Benediction. For information, and
to volunteer to take hours of adoration, contact Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588.
Knights of Columbus Contact Trinidad Cano at (740) 8198002. The K of C offer a hot breakfast every 4th Sunday following morning Masses, and lead the Rosary after the 11:00
Mass on 5th Sundays.
Choir We’re always in need of more voices in the choir.
Contact the parish office or the choir director. Weekly rehearsals are Wednesdays, after Benediction.
Funeral luncheons Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at
(740) 452-4454.
Rental information To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity
Center (i.e. the school gym) contact Mary Ann Ewart at
maewart@gmail.com or (740) 319-2449.
Pregnancy counseling Heartbeat Family Center/
Pregnancy Distress: (740) 450-5437, www.heartbeats.org.
Rosary Altar Society Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501
Prayer requests (740) 453-8397, (740) 297-7164, (740) 588
-0314, or (740) 704-3136
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Weekly Calendar
Sun, August 21
Coffee and doughnuts after all morning Masses
Mon, August 22
7:00 p.m. Scouts (parish center)
7:00 p.m. Prayer Group (parish center)

Mass Intentions
It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead.
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12.
Sunday, August 21
21st SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Dolores Montgomery (+)
7:00am
Theresa Salahub (+)
9:00am
Bill & May Kelly (+)
11:00am
Mary L. Crawford (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Monday, August 22
Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary (M)
8:00am
Wayne Barrett Family
12Noon
Lori Clifford (+)
Tuesday, August 23
St. Rose of Lima, virgin (M)
8:00am
John & Peg Mattingly (+)
12Noon
Douglas Wurzbach (+)
Wednesday, August 24
ST. BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE (F)
8:00am
Souls In Purgatory
12Noon
McLoughlin Family
Thursday, August 25
Feria
8:00am
Richard Bowman Family
12Noon
Gerry Kuhn (+)
Friday, August 26
Feria
8:00am
John Hartnett (+)
12Noon
Ryan & Andrea Fitzpatrick
Saturday, August 27
St. Monica (M)
9:00am
St. Monica Sodality
Sunday, August 28
22nd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Marcy DuBeck (+)
7:00am
Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am
Merrill & Cecelia Morrison (+)
11:00am
Louie & Martha Newsom (45th anniversary)
6:00pm
People of the parish

Tue, August 23
2:00 p.m. Bible Study (Acts of the Apostles)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. Evangelization (4) (Rosary Hall)
Wed, August 24
Eucharistic exposition following noon Mass
7:00 p.m. Benediction
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal
Sun, August 28
Coffee and doughnuts after all morning Masses

Parish Finances
August 14, 2016
Envelopes ............................................................. $7,784.38
Loose .......................................................................... 975.00
Total ......................................................................... 8,759.38
[Total other .................................................................. 711.25]
Weekly Budget ....................................................... 11,538.00
This week’s deficit .................................................. -2,778.62

Marriage banns (3)
Michael Napoli & Lindsay Wolfe
September 10, 2016
Michael Gromofsky & Michelle Colopy
September 17, 2016
Wayne Cade III & Celia Spiker
December 30, 2017
Adam Cook & Katherine Gutridge

Please remember
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church in
your will
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A Mission Trip to Brazil: The Importance of Family

D

uring the month of July I had the opportunity to spend three weeks in Brazil. No, I wasn’t going for the Olympics
(to spectate or compete). I traveled with a group of American and Brazilian Catholic students and missionaries to a
northern region of Brazil called Marajo. There we divided our time between a very poor city called Belem and some small
communities in the Amazon rain forest. In both the urban and rural areas we would visit families and bring the sacraments to groups of people who may not have seen a priest in their area in at least a year if not longer. During my time as
a chaplain for this group of student-missionaries, there was one big lesson I gained from the trip to Brazil: the importance
that family has in the Christian life.

The two regions of Brazil that we visited were very poor. The urban area had houses in disrepair with garbage filling the
streets. The rural areas we visited in the Amazon rain forest were more secluded and peaceful, but the people still lived in
material poverty. A whole family would live between two to four rooms of a wooden hut with a steel or palm-branch roof.
If someone became seriously ill it was very difficult, if not impossible, to find the medicine and expertise required to get
better.

B

ut the people suffered from more than just material
poverty. It was also in the family unit itself. In all
the regions we visited, many of the families were missing fathers. At times uncles or grandparents would fill
in the role of parenting, but it was still tangible in the
face of the family members, especially the children, that
a father-figure was missing. Sometimes we’d visit a
mother with many children who all had a different father, with none of those men present or providing for
the family.
(Continued next page)
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W

hen we started to discover this pattern in the families we visited, it changed our approach in our ministry.
We’d speak about the importance of love in the family, and God’s role as our heavenly Father. It’s possible
for a family to show love without the language of words, we’d say. This was especially helpful to us because many
of the American students knew little to no Portuguese, and so conversing in words with the Brazilians was at
times difficult. But that didn’t mean we couldn’t show them love. That didn’t mean we couldn’t act as their brothers, sisters, fathers, and mothers, in the family of Jesus Christ. Sometimes you just need to be present to those
around you, and that’s enough to show a familial love.
One time we were all out in the Amazon rain forest at night and there was a big festival going on for the patron
saint of the river community where we were staying. The community was filled with people enjoying the festival in
a large building. But I noticed there was one little girl who was standing off the side leaning against the porch of a
house by herself. She looked very unhappy. While my Portuguese wasn’t that great, I said hello and asked if I
could sit with her. Another one of our missionaries came over, who was a native Brazilian. As she talked to the little girl she found out that the girl’s father had just died two weeks ago, and that she felt very scared and alone. The
Brazilian missionary and I comforted the girl as best as we could. She didn’t have to be alone at this festival, but
what can you say at that moment? It’s a tragedy for a little girl to lose her father. With the missionary’s help, I
told the little girl that as a priest or “padre” I could be her spiritual father. I could show her how much God her
father loves her, and that she doesn’t have to feel alone. The little girl began to crack and smile amidst her tears.
She gave me and that missionary a warm hug. I was happy to see that this girl was finding her extended family in
the body of Christ.

G

od has so many gifts for us to receive from him, but the greatest and first gift he gives us is our membership
in his divine family as his sons and daughters. This mission trip to Brazil taught me how important God’s
paternal love is for us, whether in America or Brazil. Christ is our brother who has made us his brothers and sisters. And even if our own families at home are not perfect or are missing something or someone crucial, it is because of Christ’s love for us that we are part of one family. And that is why we can always say “Our Father.”
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan
Barry, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary
Cowden, Herman Crock, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, Betty Fedor, Jenni
Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck,
Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores
Mahon, Josephine Marshall, Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite,
Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour, Mary Lou
Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta Silfko, Theresa
Tracey, Theresa Woods, Terri Woods

Bishop Fenwick School News
Back to school kickoff!
Both buildings will be open 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Sunday,
August 21. Come see the classrooms, meet the teachers, and
enjoy time together! School starts Tuesday, August 23 and
we’re still enrolling! Questions? Call principal Kelly Sagan at
(740) 454-9731 or email at ksagan@cdeducation.org

Catholic Social Services
is sponsoring a Lottery Golf Scramble August 27,
2016 (check in starts at 7:30 a.m., tee-off at 8:30). There is
$1,200 in prize money ($500 grand prize). All teams
are eligible for grand prize “lottery drawing” at the
end of the event.
1st place for Scramble: $400
2nd place for Scramble: $300

RETREAT FOR MARRIED COUPLES
Saturday, August 27, 2016, 9:00 a.m.--4:00
p.m. Immaculate Conception Church, Columbus. Mass and reflection by Bishop Frederick F. Campbell and presentations by Deacon
James Keating, author of Spousal Prayer: A Way
to Marital Happiness. $65/couple. For more information and to register, call (614) 241-2560
or visit http://familylife.colsdioc.org.

There is a $260 fee per team (includes green fees, cart,
lunch, beverages, and skins game).
Proceeds support the Payee Program at Catholic
Social Services. Send checks to: Dave Desender, Catholic Social Services, P.O. Box 3446, Zanesville, OH
43702-3446. Include Team name, team members’
names, and contact phone number. For more information contact Dave Desender at (740) 452-5057 (ext.
102).

Catholic Men's Luncheon Club Event
Friday, September 2, 2016
Save the dates!
We’re back from summer vacation! Please join
23 (7:00 p.m.)
us for the next Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club August,
Evangelization lecture series with Fr. Athanasius, O.P.
on Friday, September 2, featuring a talk by
Rosary Hall
Don Brey on faith and politics. The luncheon is September 9-11, 2016
at St. Patrick Church at 280 N. Grant Avenue
Men’s Retreat wtih Fr. Stephen Hayes, OP
St. Theresa Retreat Center, Columbus
in downtown Columbus. Mass is at 11:45 a.m.
and the talk follows. No reservations necessary. September 18, 2016
$10 covers the lunch and meeting. Bring a
Parish picnic (with St. Patrick’s and Somerset parishes)
St. Joseph’s, Somerset
friend! For information on Catholic Men’s
Luncheons, contact Tim Merkle, CMLC Presi- October 8, 2016
Women’s Conference
dent, at htm@ejhlaw.com.
St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Activity Center

November 4-6, 2016
Men’s Interactive Retreat wtih Fr. John Corbett, O.P.
St. Theresa Retreat Center, Columbus

