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PASTOR’S CORNER

This is the last weeekend we will have Fr. Athanasius Murphy with us. He’s had a pretty full summer. He was ordained
a priest in May, a literally life-changing event (more on that
later). Then the month in the Brazilian rain forest, and then
exotic Zanesville!. He’s been kept busy here, and I’m sure
people will miss him. His talks on evangelization this summer were a big hit, if the numbers are any indication. Fr.
Athanasius will be returning to Washington, DC (St.
Dominic’s Priory) to finish his Licentiate degree in theology. Most Dominicans of our province (though not all), continue their studies for a year after ordination, while keeping
busy doing priestly work as well. There are plenty of pastoral opportunities in Washington, as you can imagine, and St.
Dominic’s parish is making a comeback along with the
neighborhood it’s nestled in.
Now, back to ordination: what exactly does it mean to be
“ordained”? It’s more than the conferral of a degree, the
recognition of a certain amount of acquired knowledge.
That’s how some Protestants speak of ordination. The Catholic Church teaches that it’s a sacrament, meaning that it’s
something instituted by the Lord Jesus himself, and not by
the Church. The sacrament of Holy Orders is conferred on
certain chosen men for the purpose of sanctifying, teaching,
and governing—and most especially for the celebration of
the Eucharist, which is the center of the Church’s existence.
This sacrament involves a permanent change in the man
who receives it, much like Baptism involves a permanent
change in all those baptized: the Church calls this kind of
sacramental transformation a character, the impress of a
likeness to Christ. And with that new change in existence
come new powers: in the case of the baptized, it’s the ability
to call God our Father, which prior to being baptized we
could not do (not truly), and to receive other sacraments, to
be truly able to offer sacrifice to the Father of Jesus Christ in
the celebration of the Eucharist.
The priest’s role differs from that of the baptized since
the ordained—through no merits of their own but only by
God’s gift—are called not just to offer sacrifice in the same
way as the baptized, but as the very minister of the sacrament, sharing in the very headship of Christ: priests by the
power resident in their sacramental character actually
change bread and wine into the realities of the body and
blood of the Savior. This is why in the Mass the priest says,
“my sacrifice and yours”—there is only one sacrifice in the
Christian world, of course (namely Jesus himself) but it is
offered in distinct ways by priest and people. And just as it
is Christ who baptizes (whoever the human minister is), so it
is always Christ who ordains, no matter which bishop presides. If we fulfill our roles without love and devotion, it is
immediately evident to people. And nothing is worse for the
edification of the Body of Christ than lukewarm priests. We
must not preside over the sacraments in a perfunctory manner but with the fire of pastoral zeal. Please pray that we
may always identify with Christ and spend ourselves gladly
for the people given to our care.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP All parishioners should
participate fully in parish life (this especially means worshipping at Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation), be registered here, and support the parish.We
often get requests for recommendations and permissions for parishioners to serve as godparents and sponsors. If we don’t know you, we can’t give that testimony on your behalf. You may have been baptized here
(or gone to Catholic schools) but you need to be currently practicing and registered in your local parish
(children are obviously registered with their parents;
adults need to make their own arrangements). The
Church requires that baptisms and marriages be celebrated in one’s own parish. If one is not an active parishioner, problems could arise at those important
times.
Baptisms Usually 1st and 3rd Sundays. Contact the pastor
to schedule. First-time parents please also schedule a “preJordan” preparation class.
Weddings Active parishioners contact the parish office no
later than six months prior to the desired wedding date.
Eucharistic exposition Every Wednesday following the
noon Mass until 7:00 p.m. Benediction. For information, and
to volunteer to take hours of adoration, contact Regina Cano at (614) 582-8588.
Knights of Columbus Contact Trinidad Cano at (740) 8198002. The K of C offer a hot breakfast every 4th Sunday following morning Masses, and lead the Rosary after the 11:00
Mass on 5th Sundays.
Choir We’re always in need of more voices in the choir.
Contact the parish office or the choir director. Weekly rehearsals are Wednesdays, after Benediction.
Funeral luncheons Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at
(740) 452-4454.
Rental information To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity
Center (i.e. the school gym) contact Mary Ann Ewart at
maewart@gmail.com or (740) 319-2449.
Pregnancy counseling Heartbeat Family Center/
Pregnancy Distress: (740) 450-5437, www.heartbeats.org.
Rosary Altar Society Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501
Prayer requests (740) 453-8397, (740) 297-7164, (740) 588
-0314, or (740) 704-3136
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Weekly Calendar
Sun, August 28
K of C breakfast following all Sunday morning Masses
Mon, August 29
7:00 p.m. Scouts (parish center)
7:00 p.m. Prayer Group (parish center)

Mass Intentions
It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead.
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12.
Sunday, August 28
22nd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Marcy DuBeck (+)
7:00am
Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am
Merrill & Cecelia Morrison (+)
11:00am
Louie & Martha Newsom (45th anniversary)
6:00pm
People of the parish
Monday, August 29
The Passion of St. John the Baptist (M)
8:00am
Helen Mercer, Palmer Osbourne (+)
12Noon
Carlina & Christinia Harris
Tuesday, August 30
Feria
8:00am
Ron Horn Family
12Noon
Mick Norris (+)
Wednesday, August 31
Feria
8:00am
Jack Hartnett (+)
12Noon
Bob & Bette Mattingly (+)
Thursday, September 1
Feria
8:00am
Roy Peterman (+)
12Noon
Christian Keeley (+)
Friday, September 2
Feria
8:00am
Gerry Kuhn (+)
12Noon
Mary L. Crawford (+)
Saturday, September 3
St. Gregory the Great, Pope and doctor M)
9:00am
Ron Westerheide Family
Sunday, September 4
23rd SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Dolores Heil (+)
7:00am
John Hartnett (+)
9:00am
Paul Carpenter (+)
11:00am
Michael E. Nestor (+)
6:00pm
People of the parish

Tue, August 30
2:00 p.m. Bible Study (Acts of the Apostles)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
Wed, August 31
Eucharistic exposition following noon Mass
7:00 p.m. Benediction
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal
Sun, September 4
Coffee and doughnuts after all morning Masses

Parish Finances
August 21, 2016
Envelopes ............................................................. $7,263.38
Loose ..........................................................................887.49
Total .......................................................................... 8,150.87
[Total other ................................................................. 351.85]
Weekly Budget ....................................................... 11,538.00
This week’s deficit ................................................... -3,387.13

Upcoming special collections
September 4 ........................... St. Vincent de Paul Society
September 11.......................................Dominican Novices
September 18.....................Dominican Foreign Missions
October 9................................ St. Vincent de Paul Society
October 23 ................................................. World Missions

Update from the Social Committee: we’re working on
transforming one of the side-rooms in Rosary Hall into a
parish lending library, including a kiosk of audio-visual
materials from Lighthouse Media. More information to
come in following weeks.

Please remember
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church in
your will
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan
Barry, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary
Cowden, Herman Crock, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, Betty Fedor, Jenni
Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck,
Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores
Mahon, Josephine Marshall, Betty Mercer, Patricia Perone, Alice Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite,
Mary Rosta, George and Barb Ridenour, Joe and Barbara Ritchey, Mary Lou Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta Silfko, Theresa Tracey, Theresa Woods, Terri Woods
Catholic Men's Luncheon Club Event
Friday, September 2, 2016
We’re back from summer vacation! Please join us for the
next Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club on Friday, September
2, featuring a talk by Don Brey on faith and politics. The
luncheon is at St. Patrick Church at 280 N. Grant Avenue in
downtown Columbus. Mass is at 11:45 a.m. and the talk
follows. No reservations necessary. $10 covers the lunch
and meeting. Bring a friend! For information on Catholic
Men’s Luncheons, contact Tim Merkle, CMLC President,
at htm@ejhlaw.com.
Rosecrans Athletic Boosters Mum Sale
Forms for the Bishop Rosecrans Athletic Boosters Mum
sale are available at the Knights of Columbus Hall or at
Bishop Rosecrans High School. Pick up will be Wednesday,
September 14, at the Knights of Columbus Hall, beginning
at 6:30 p.m. Contact Marvin Paul for more information at
(740) 453-4482.
Sadie Corry Pilgrimage to Carey, Ohio is on Wednesday,
October 5th, 2016. The cost is $25.00 per person. You may
purchase your lunch at the cafeteria. Paid reservations are
needed by September 7th. Bus departure time is 7:55 a.m.
from the K. of C. Sunrise Center Zanesville. Fore more information call Mary Murphy at (740) 452-4454 or Margaret
Kronenbitter at (740) 453-7657. Make checks payable and
send to Margaret Kronenbitter, 2700 Wayne Ridge Rd.,
Zanesville, Ohio 43701.
Ride The Lorena
Come and enjoyed the parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas
Church on Wednesday, September 7th at noon at the Zane
Landing for a ride on the Lorena Sternwheeler along the
Muskingum River. To reserve your seat call the parish office by the 1st of September. The cost is $15.00 per person,
and includes a box lunch.

The 2nd Annual Dale R. Kinsley
Memorial Sporting Clays Shoot

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council 11207

Cardinal Shooting Center, Marengo, OH
Sunday, September 11, 2016
2:00pm Shotgun Start









Details
$75 Registration Fee (includes 50 targets, ear & eye protection, food & drink)
Limit of 100 participants (25 squads of 4)
Event T-Shirts are available for $15
Sharing Shotguns is allowed, and rental shotguns are
available for $25 each
Bring your own ammunition or purchase it from the
club house for $8 per 25 round box
To register online, visit http://drkmemorial.ezregister.com
For alternate registration and questions, contact Kevin
Hyden at kevinjhyden@sbcglobal.net or (614) 746-2043.
Consider sponsoring a participant shooter for this event
or making a separate donation. All proceeds will be
donated to the St. Patrick Little Margaret Charity benefitting the Kinsley Family

Save the dates!
September 9-11, 2016
Men’s Retreat wtih Fr. Stephen Hayes, OP
St. Theresa Retreat Center, Columbus
September 11, 2016
Novice collection

September 18, 2016
Dominican Mission Appeal
Parish picnic (with St. Patrick’s and Somerset parishes)
St. Joseph’s, Somerset
October 8, 2016
Women’s Conference
St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Activity Center
November 4-6, 2016
Men’s Interactive Retreat wtih Fr. John Corbett, O.P.
St. Theresa Retreat Center, Columbus

Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
August 28, 2016/22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

DOMINICAN JUBILEE PICNIC
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH
1:00 - 4:30 p.m. (ending with Vespers in church)

St. Joseph’s, 5757 State Rte. 383 NE, Somerset, Ohio

Join other Ohio Dominican parishes to celebrate
the 800th anniversary of the Dominican Order
at historic St. Joseph’s in Somerset
Potluck Picnic!
Last name: A-M = Dessert
N-Z = Side Dish
Meat and beverages provided; donations gratefully accepted
Inside seating provided ~ Bring your own lawn chairs for outside seating under the tent

Fun and games for the whole family! Rain or shine!

RSVP to the parish office by Friday, September 9th
To ease planning, all are encouraged to call the parish office EARLY for yourself and your family
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August 28: Feast of St. Augustine of Hippo
At the beginning of this month I wrote that August is a month studded with Dominican feasts. The month ends with the feast of St. Augustine, and although he died over 700 years before St. Dominic was born, he is important to Dominicans because it is his Rule that we
follow. When St. Dominic received approval for his Order of Preachers, it was with the stipulation that he choose from an alreadyexisting rule, and not introduce a new one into the Church. His choices were two: that of St. Benedict, which was highly detailed and not
easily adapted to the kind of life Dominic had in mind; or that of St. Augustine, which was more flexible and could be adapted to the purposes of Dominic’s preaching band. Below is depicted one of Augustine’s axioms of the spiritual life: “pondus meum amor meus”—”my
weight is my love.” God does not employ force or fear but draws us to himself by a burning desire. In the painting, the burning heart of
Augustine is being drawn to its source, the burning truth of God. This year Sunday suppresses the saint’s feast, but this passage from his
Confessions is always in season.

U

rged to reflect upon myself, I entered under your guidance into the inmost depth of my soul. I was
able to do so because you were my helper. On entering into myself I saw, as it were with the eye of
the soul, what was beyond the eye of the soul, beyond my spirit: your immutable light. It was not the ordinary light perceptible to all flesh, nor was it merely something of greater magnitude but still essentially akin, shining more clearly and diffusing itself everywhere by its intensity. No, it was something entirely distinct, something altogether different from all these things; and it did not rest above my mind as
oil on the surface of water, nor was it above me as heaven is above the earth. This light was above me
because it had made me; I was below it because I was created by it. He who has come to know the truth
knows this light.
Eternal truth, true love and beloved eternity. You
are my God. To you do I sigh day and night. When
I first came to know you, you drew me to yourself so that
I might see that there were things for me to see, but that
I myself was not yet ready to see them. Meanwhile you
overcame the weakness of my vision, sending forth most
strongly the beams of your light, and I trembled at once
with love and dread. I learned that I was in a region unlike yours and far distant from you, and I thought I heard
your voice from on high: “I am the food of grown men;
grow then, and you will feed on me. Nor will you change
me into yourself like bodily food, but you will be changed
into me.” I sought a way to gain the strength which I
needed to enjoy you. But I did not find it until I embraced
the mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who is above all, God blessed for ever. He was calling
me and saying: I am the way of truth, I am the life. He
was offering the food which I lacked the strength to take,
the food he had mingled with our flesh. For the Word
became flesh, that your wisdom, by which you created all
things, might provide milk for us children.
ate have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever
new, late have I loved you! You were within me, but
I was outside, and it was there that I searched for you. In
my unloveliness I plunged into the lovely things which
you created. You were with me, but I was not with you. Created things kept me from you; yet if they had
not been in you they would not have been at all. You called, you shouted, and you broke through my
deafness. You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my blindness. You breathed your fragrance on me; I
drew in breath and now I pant for you. I have tasted you, now I hunger and thirst for more. You touched
me, and I burned for your peace.
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