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PASTOR’S CORNER
The paish picnic (along with St. Patrick’s of Columbus and
Holy Trinity and St. Joseph’s of Somerset) went off beautifully this past weekend, thanks to people from each of the
parishes pitching in. The weather held out, the conversations were good, and children (who are all above average)
seemed to have a great time. I’d like to thank everyone for
making it a great success. We need things like this, flowing
from our worship together, to help bind us together as
members of the Church of Jesus Christ. And now, with respect to a few practical things....
Thanks to the faithful prodding of a few folks in the parish, we’re going to be getting new chairs in Rosary Hall.
We’ve had bad luck there. The wooden folding chairs my
predecessor purchased turned out to be quite useless for
those of us who weigh over 45 lbs. They apparently have
hinges made from saltwater taffy that give when you lean
back with your Sunday cup of coffee and doughnut. Ugh.
Well, out with them. I tried replacing them with smaller
but sturdier plastic chairs, but they’re only good for up to
245 lbs, which won’t do, either. With the help of one of
those prodders, I discovered some sturdy seats that should
serve us well. I’ll be ordering them soon.
I’ve been going on a lot in recent bulletins about events
coming up, like the picnic, the Catechism talks, the social
committee events. One of the things I’ve heard people say
about our parish is “there’s nothing going on.” Well, to the
extent that is true, there are many reasons for it. Perhaps
those who say that should ask themselves: what have I been
doing to remedy the situation? Let’s try to turn things around.
I’m open to suggestions. Church attendance is depressingly
low in many places, but I don’t think that can be blamed on
the dearth of “things going on” at any parish. It’s a sign of
health when there are a lot of active parish organizations,
but if they’re going to be authentically life-giving for us as
a parish (or even individually) those activities have to flow
from our Eucharistic love—which first and foremost means
love of the Eucharist, the Church’s worship. It has always
seemed odd to me that some people don’t begin there, with
the Mass. We don’t celebrate Mass to entertain or be entertained: that’s not what the true worship of our Christian
religion is. Quite the opposite, in fact, for no one at Mass is
a mere spectator. Our baptism makes us a priestly people,
agents able to offer God the true sacrifice of Jesus our
Head, and of ourselves along with him—whether we are
priest or layperson. It’s the unbloody sacrifice that Jesus
commanded his disciples to make in memory of him, down
through the ages. The Lord gives his slain and glorified
body and blood for the life of the world.
Would that all of us Catholics the world over understood the sublime dignity that is ours, and never let it slip
our minds. The world would be a different sort of place.
—Fr. Peter, O.P.
P.S. The Mass calendar has been recovered.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP All parishioners should participate fully in parish life (this especially means worshipping at
Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation), be registered here, and contribute to the support the parish to the
extent possible.We often get requests for recommendations
and permissions for parishioners to serve as godparents and
sponsors. If we don’t know you, we can’t give that testimony on your behalf. You may have been baptized here (or
gone to Catholic schools) but you need to be currently practicing and registered in your local parish (children are obviously registered with their parents; adults need to make
their own arrangements). The Church requires that baptisms and marriages be celebrated in one’s own parish. If
one is not an active parishioner, problems could arise at
those important times.
Baptisms Usually 1st and 3rd Sundays. Contact the pastor
to schedule. First-time parents please also schedule a “preJordan” preparation class. Pre-Jordan classes are offered the
2nd Wednesday of each month, at 7:15 p.m. in the parish
center, as requested.
Weddings Active parishioners contact the parish office no
later than six months prior to the desired wedding date.
Marriage preparation normally includes several meetings
with a priest, several meetings with a mentor couple of the
parish, a weekend of conferences offered by the diocesan
Office of Marriage and Family Life, NFP training, and
FOCCUS diagnostic.
Eucharistic exposition Wednesdays following the noon
Mass until 7:00 p.m. Benediction. For information, and to
volunteer to take hours of adoration, contact Regina Cano
at (614) 582-8588.
Knights of Columbus Contact Trinidad Cano at (740) 8198002. The K of C offer a hot breakfast every 4th Sunday following morning Masses, and lead the Rosary after the 11:00
Mass on 5th Sundays.
Choir We’re always in need of more voices in the choir.
Contact the parish office or the choir director Mrs. Adams.
Weekly rehearsals are Wednesdays, after Benediction.

Funeral luncheons Contact Mary Margaret Murphy at
(740) 452-4454.
Rental information To reserve Rosary Hall or Activity
Center (i.e. the school gym) contact Mary Ann Ewart at
maewart@gmail.com or (740) 319-2449.
Pregnancy counseling Heartbeat Family Center/
Pregnancy Distress: (740) 450-5437, www.heartbeats.org.
Rosary Altar Society Contact Lori Gnau at (740) 453-8501
Prayer requests (740) 453-8397, (740) 297-7164,
(740) 588-0314, or (740) 704-3136
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MASS READINGS

for the 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time
(found on p. 233 of Pew Missal)
First Reading:
Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Mass Intentions
It is a holy and pious thought to pray for the dead.
cf. 2 Maccabees, 12.
Sunday, September 25
26th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Michael Strohl (+)
7:00am
Roy & Eleanor Teeters (+)
9:00am
Mark Stephen Thompson (+)
11:00am
In Thanksgiving
6:00pm
People of the parish
Monday, September 26
Feria
8:00am
Heddy Dawkins (+)
12Noon
Bob & Judy Wahl
Tuesday, September 27
St. Vincent de Paul, priest (M)
8:00am
Ryan & Andrea Fitzpatrick
12Noon
Mary L. Crawford (+)
Wednesday, September 28
St. Dominic Ibañez, O.P., and companions, martyrs (M)
8:00am
William Schneider (+)
12Noon
Kathleen Schlaegel (+)
Thursday, September 29
SS. MICHAEL, GABRIEL, & RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS (F)
8:00am
Gerry Kuhn (+)
12Noon
Ted Paulus
Friday, September 30
St. Jerome, priest & doctor of the Church
8:00am
Gabrielle Adams
12Noon
John Mattingly (+)
Saturday, October 1
St. Thérèse of LIsieux, virgin (M)
9:00am
Thomas and Rose Finan (+)
Sunday, October 2
27th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
5:00pm (Sat.)
Ralph and Kay Mills (+)
7:00am
John Hartnett (+)
9:00am
Mark Stephen Thompson (+)
11:00am
William Heil family
6:00pm
People of the parish
Nota bene: Incense may be used at any Sunday Mass except the 7:00 a.m. &
6:00 p.m. Masses

Amos 6:1a, 4-7
146:7, 8-9, 9-10
1 Timothy 6:11-16
Luke 16:19-31

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE

September 24 - 25
5:00 P.M.
Lector Amy Morris
EMHC Michael Morris
7:00 A.M.
Lector Sue Maxwell
EMHC Carol Griffin
Servers Kaitlyn Dosch
9:00 A.M.
Lector Ed Bucknam
EMHC Martha Newsom
Servers Drew Mirgon, Emma Zemba
11:00 A.M.
Lector Paul Thompson
EMHC Bernie Kuhn, Jerry Lynn, Ruth Ann Lynn,
Melanie Von Gunten
Servers Andrew Vannorsdall, Tai Labish, Emil Valent

October 1 - 2
5:00 P.M.
Lector Mary Ann Ewart
EMHC Michael Morris
7:00 A.M.
Lector Linda Baughman
EMHC Carol Griffin
Servers Kaitlyn Dosch
9:00 A.M.
Lector Brent Mirgon
EMHC Jerry Bartosevich
Servers Larissa Lynch, Lexanne Lynch
11:00 A.M.
Lector Philip Sakal
EMHC Linda Dudas, Robert Fedorke, Paul Hoffman,
Helen Fedorke
Servers Andrew Vannorsdall, Tai Labish, Emil Valent
(EMHC = Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion)
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The St. Thomas Social Committee
has been busy. A few months back I called for someone to step forward to help plan
and bring about community-building social events here in the parish, and a few generous women in the parish stepped forward. We’ve been without such a committee
for some time, and the Dominican Laity were doing a lot of this kind of thing, and
they were doing it well. But they can’t be everywhere, and they have their own identity and focus. This was something that required some volunteers whose only focus
was planning social events. Here are some things they have already gotten done, and
some other upcoming events.
1. They helped organize and carry out this parish’s bit in this past weekend’s joint
parish picnic. Which was great, by the way. Thanks for all who came.
2. Getting us signed up for FORMED—have you checked it out yet? Lots of fantastic content there for your Catholic home.
3. Parish library—as soon as we can get flooring in the designated room in Rosary
Hall, we’ll be stocking it with all kinds of good things, some of which will circulate, some of which we ask remain at the Church. Already we’ve been given
books and a few videos. We still need donations. Please bring things you would
like to put toward this effort. We need Catholic-themed 1) books, 2) DVDs, 3)
CDs, 4) children’s materials, and 5) magazines/journals that will be of interest.
4. With respect to upcoming events,Buckeyes night. We’re still working out the
details on this one, but we’re thinking the November 5 game against Nebraska.
Stay tuned.
5. Card night. We don’t have a date for this yet, but we’re thinking some Saturday
evening, after the 5:00 p.m. Mass, after College football season. For obvious reasons, in central Ohio.
6. A rummage sale, next July, in the Activity Center. It’s not too early for you now
to start setting things aside—if you have things you’d like to donate, call the
parish office or email one of the Social Committee reps listed below. As we get
word from you, we can drive around monthly to pick up donations so you’re
not tempted to pitch them.
Feel free also to email the social committee and let us know if you have good ideas for
social events for the parish. —Fr. Peter
Social committee members: Mary Baker (marytbaker@hotmail.com; Kandy Longstreth
(kanlongs@gmail.com); and Toni Scrimenti (tpscrimenti@gmail.com)
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Weekly Calendar
Sun, September 25
K of C breakfast following all Sunday a.m. Masses
Mon, September 26
7:00 p.m. Scouts (parish center)
Tue, September 27
2:00 p.m. Bible Study with Fr. Luke (Acts of the Apostles)
6:00 p.m. Rosary for Life (church)
7:00 p.m. The Catechism (2) (Rosary Hall)
Wed, September 28
Eucharistic exposition following noon Mass
7:00 p.m. Benediction
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal
Thu, September 29
6:45 Women’s conference planning meeting (LIbrary)
Sun, October 2
Coffee and doughnuts after all morning Masses

Parish Finances
September 18
Envelopes ............................................................. $6,532.38
Loose .......................................................................... 970.76
Total .......................................................................... 7,503.14
[Total other ................................................................ 104.49]
Weekly Budget ....................................................... 11,538.00
This week’s deficit ................................................. -4,034.86
Special collection (Dominican missions) ................... 2,539.03

Upcoming special collections
October 9 ............................... St. Vincent de Paul Society
October 23 .................................... World Mission Sunday
November 6........................... St. Vincent de Paul Society
November 20 ........ Catholic Campaign for Human Dev.

Please remember
Saint Thomas Aquinas Church in
your will

Our parish subscribes to FORMED.
St. Thomas’ parish code is DHDYBY
Go to FORMED.org and register yourself and
your family, by using the parish code.
But don’t sign up for an individual account.
You actually have access to more
resources through the parish account.
Some of the things you can get:
 Symbolon (Parts I and II)
 Catholicism (by Bishop Robert Barron)
 A variety of movies
 E-books
 Steaming audio talks on prayer, morality, doctrine, lives of the saints, current issues
Please make use of this excellent online
source for Catholic formation

Catechism of the Catholic Church
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m., Rosary Hall
For this week’s talk on the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, please read through paragraph 184, on faith
and divine revelation.

Catholic Men’s Luncheon Friday, October 7
The next Catholic Men’s Luncheon will feature Bishop Campbell, with his annual address to the club. Join us Friday, October
7th, at St. Patrick’s in downtown Columbus. Mass is at 11:45 and
lunch follows. The Bishop will give his talk after lunch; the
whole thing will end at 1:00 p.m. No reservations necessary. $10
covers the lunch and the meeting. For more information, visit
www.ColumbusCatholicMen.com or contact Tim Merkle at
htm@ejhlaw.com
Catholic Family Night Enjoy gr eat hockey at Catholic Family
Night with the Columbus Blue Jackets Sunday, October 2nd.
Watch the Blue Jackets take on the Pittsburgh Penguins at Nationwide Arena. Doors open at 3:00 p.m., game starts at 4:00.
Tickets are $15, and a processing fee will apply. Seating is limited, so place your order now by visiting
www.groupmatics.events/catholicfamilies. Contact: Matt Menard
at (614) 246-3972 or mmenard@BlueJackets.com
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Please pray for the home-bound of the parish:
Margaret Gladys Abbott, Pat Barrett, William & Jan
Barry, Mary Batteiger, Gertrude Bell, Madelyn Bronkar, Mathilda Clark, Bart & Josephine Cooper, Mary
Cowden, Herman Crock, Michael Curtis, Ernestine Dailey, Jeanne Dittmar, Ralph Dosch, Betty Fedor, Jenni
Finnen, Beverly Foley, Isabel Gilchrist, Mary Ellen Grafton, Florence Herbert, Carol Hoffman, Patricia Huck,
Eileen Johnston, Henry Long, David Macenko, Dolores
Mahon, Josephine Marshall, Patricia Perone, Alice
Pitcock, Mary Polascak, Mary Postlewaite, Mary Rosta,
George and Barb Ridenour, Joe and Barbara Ritchey,
Mary Lou Scott, Barbara Schumacher, Loretta Silfko,
Theresa Tracey, Theresa Woods, Terri Woods

Save the dates!
October 8, 2016
Women’s Conference
St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Activity Center
November 4-6, 2016
Men’s Interactive Retreat wtih Fr. John Corbett, O.P.
St. Theresa Retreat Center, Columbus
November 5, 2016
OSU BUCKEYES vs. NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS!
Location, other details TBA

ZANESVILLE LIFE CHAIN
is a prayer chain to raise public awareness about abortion and lift our prayers to God on behalf of unborn
children and their mothers. This year’s life chain, the
15th annual one, will take place Sunday, October 2,
2:15-3:30 p.m., on Maple Avenue, in front of Dr.
Colopy’s parking lot (across from Taco Bell). For
more information, call (740) 454-7429. Sponsored by
Muskingum Valley Right to Life. Come and join us
for an hour of prayer for the unborn. If needed, bring
a chair.
FROM THE CHANCELLOR OF THE DIOCESE
Dear Friends in Christ:
Our Diocesan Family Rosary Day will be celebrated this year at 3:00 p.m., Sunday, October 9, at St. Joseph Cathedral. This liturgy, presided over by Bishop
Campbell, is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy community, worship God, and ask our Blessed Mother’s intercession for the needs of God’s people. All are welcome.
As we prepare for this special day, I ask for your
help in one or more of the following ways:
 We ask for your prayerful support for the success
of this celebration and hope you will join us and
invite others to participate. Please consider sharing
the above information with parishioners, students,
friends, and colleagues.
 This event needs financial support, so we ask you
to consider making a donation of $25 or more. Patrons who contribute will be listed in the Family
Rosary Day program booklet. Our printing deadline is September 30, so I ask that you respond by
that date. Checks should be made payable to Diocese of Columbus and sent to: Family Rosary Day,
198 E. Broad Stt., Columbus, OH 43215
 In the coming weeks we will be sending parishes
and schools copies of promotional flyers. Please
consider placing them in prominent places.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Deacon Thomas M. Berg, Jr.
September 12, 2016
208th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST MASS IN OHIO

“Can you not watch one hour with me, and pray?”
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Wednesdays, following noon Mass
until 7:00 p.m., with Benediction.
Venite, adoremus. Come, let us adore.

All are welcome to attend a Memorial Mass on Sunday, October 2, at 1:30 PM to celebrate the 208th Anniversary of the
First Mass in Ohio. The Mass will take place at The First
Mass Rosary Garden, 5000 Stage Coach Road NW, Somerset,
Ohio 43783. Immediately following Mass we will pray the
Rosary and receive a brief update on the canonization initiative for Bishop Edward Dominic Fenwick O.P.

